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EISENHOWER'S VIDEO PARLAY 





European Countries Dicker Top U. S. 


Talent, but Most 


The demand for U. S. namet 


talent has become international. 
Today theatres in Great Britain 
and Australia, Canada and France 
have reached the point that unless 
a steady flow of top U. S. names 
comes in from American agencies, 
profits look very slim. Theatres 
in other countries have come to the 
conclusion that a U. S. headliner 
means capacity business. 

The situation is especially pro- 
nounced in London, where the 


Palladium and the Casino do top | 


business when a U. S. headliner 
tops the bill. 
out by the fact that the Casino will 
suspend Oct. 16 because it hasn’t 


been able to buck the Palladium in | 


getting name attractions. On the 
other hand, the Palladium, which 


played Danny Kaye, Andrews Sis- | 


ters, Dinah Shore, Betty Hutton 
among others, is one of the most 
prosperous houses in the British 
Isles. Houses in the British 
(Continued on page 55) 





Paramount Ducks 
Suspected TV Coup 
By N. Y. Collarites 


A suspected insurrection by 
white collar union members, pur- 


portedly planned for the Para-. 
mount Pictures club annual din-| 


ner-dance last Friday (8) at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, caused Par top- 
pers to counter with a_ tactical 
shift in television plans for that 
shindig. Par members of both the 
Screen Publicists Guild and the 
Screen Office & Professional Em- 
ployees Guild had intended—or so 
company biggies were, led to be- 
lieve—to spell out the word “ne- 
goliate” in line with the guilds’ 
current campaign when the tele 
camera panned the attendees. 
Under original plans for the af- 
fair, a 30-minute television show 


over WPIX, with the Waldorf ball- | 


room as studio, included a feature 
in which the camera was to roam 
the-seated guests, picking out such 
Par execs as Barney Balaban, 
prexy; Paul Raibourn, 


(Continued on page 55) 





H’WOOD GROUP HELPS 
SET UP ISRAELI C0. 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Hollywood group is helping es- 
tablish an Israeli 


Capitalized at $800,000. Coin is 
earmarked for erecting buildings, 
abs and furnishing equipment for 
the outfit, which will produce news- 
reels, shorts and documentaries. 


A film library will be established, | 


and company may go into the rec- 
ord-manufacturing biz later. Funds 
Will be furnished by a National 
Jewish Fund, and municipality of 
Herzliyah, near Tel Aviv, where 
Studio will be located, is exempting 
(Continued on page 55) 


Cant Afford Them 





This angle is borne | 


; veepee; | 
Charles Reagan, distribution vee- | 


film company, | 
first film studio there, and it will be 


‘No Hummable Show Tunes 


Indicative of the poor crop of 
;new musicals is the general com- 
| plaint from the bandleaders around 
New York. They point to the crop 
of good show tunes last year when 
|new musicals like “High Button 
| Shoes,” “Look, Ma, I’m Dancin’,” 
i“Angelin the Wings,” etc., 


| premiered. 
So far this new 1948-49 legit 
season “there isn’t a good new | 


show tune; what’s more, we get no 
requests for any show tunes.” 





Winchell, Pearson 


Set Tele Sights 


When Walter Winchell switches 
over from Jergens to Kaiser- 
Frazer next Jan. 2, it’s likely now 
that he’ll move right into televi- 
sion for a simultaneous AM-TV 
Sunday at 9 broadcast. Plans for 
the WW video showcasing haven’t 
been crystallized as yet, with the 





William Weintraub agency, hand- | 


ing the KF account, mulling some 
‘interim “closed circuit” videocasts 
to see how the project shapes up. 

Winchell’s new sponsor takes 
over ABC sponsorship of election 
night (Nov. 2) returns for both AM 
and tele, and while the web would 
like to recruit Winchell as part 


2OTH-FOX FILMING 
MEMOIRS FOR TY 


By BOB STAHL 


General Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
| 20th Century-Fox and the ABC 
|television network came up with a 
ithree-way television film parlay 
ithis week of far-reaching propor- 
|tions. The TV network has set a 
| deal for full rights to a series of 26 
|two-reelers based on Gen. Eisen- 
hower’s forthcoming “Crusade in 
Europe” book, which are to be pro- 














'duced by the 20th-Fox telefilm de- | 


partment. 
| Peter G. Levathes,. 20th’s tele 
idirector, had obtained the TV 


| rights some time ago to the book, 
|which is to be published Noy. 22 
iby Doubleday & Co. In line with 
|20th’s decision not tu turn out any 
| telefilms on speculation, Levathes 
| offered the projected series to ABC 
|without first turning out an au- 
dition show. Deal was set directly 
iby Levathes with ABC prexy Mark 
| Woods and exec veepee Robert E. 
Kintner, with the network paying 
| $400,000 for the television series. 
/'What 20th’s production budget on 
'the films is to be hasn’t been dis- 
‘closed. Nor is Ike’s share, al- 


‘though the literary rights estab- | 


lishes a precedent as a “capital 
gains” venture. The U. S. Treas- 
(Continued on page 55) 





Govt. Fight Vs. 
Obscene Disks 


of the commentary roundup, his | 


exclusive with Jergens holds until | 


the first of the year. 

Meanwhile, there’s a strong pos- 
sibility that Drew Pearson’s ABC 
Sunday night commentary may 
also go video after Jan. 1. His 
sponsor, Lee Hats (also a Wein- 
traub account) reportedly likes the 
idea, feeling that he, like Winch- 


ell, shapes up as a natural for the | 


TV cameras. 





BARBARA ANN SCOTT’S 


Toronto, Oct. 12. 


| Barbara Ann Scott, Olympic fig- | 


‘ure skating champion, will make 
‘her professional debut at 
| Roxy theatre, N. ¥., Christmas 


show. She‘s been signed for the, 


highest sum a blades performer 


‘ever got on a non-percentage deal. , 
getting $10,000 


She’s reported 
weekly for five weeks. 

Roxy theatre execs will go all 
out in presenting the Olympic 
champ. House will be closed for 
the early part of the day and will 


reopen in the evening with a kleig- | 


light preem. 
Miss Scott's pro bow is figured 


to attract top Canadian govern- | 


ment officials as well as execs of 


skating organizations and top pro- | 


moters. It’s been known that ice 
show producer Arthur Wirtz has 


been attempting to interest Miss | 


Scott in a touring show. 


PRO DEBUT AT ROXY 


the | 


Kansas City, Oct. 12. 

| A Government fight to stamp out 
traffic in obscene records is now 
under way on several fronts, ac- 
cording to developments in the 
case of James L. Davidson, Kansas 
‘City, Kan., 
U. S. district court before Judge 
‘Arthur J. Mellott Oct. 5. 

| Judge Mellott was astounded at 
i|\Government claims that Davidson 
had received over 100,000 records 
since early in 1947, when he ad- 
mitted he began handling them. 
|The court stopped to comment that 
(Continued on page 18) 














jis “Richard the Lion Hearted,” 
| written 
| Korda 


Hughes Prefers Selling Theatres 
So RKO Woos Separate D. C. Peace 





Churchill Takers Scarce 


Hollywood, Oct. J2. 
Winston Churchill’s autobiog- 
raphy is up for sale to Hollywood 
film producers, with an asking 
price of more than $1,000,000, and 
no. takers to date. Metro was re- 


cently offered the story property | 


by Sir Alexander Korda, acting as 
representative for the former Brit- 


ish prime minister, but balked at | 


the price. 
Another Churchill yarn for sale 


for 
Both 


several 
but never 


years ago 
filmed. 


‘Korda and David O. Selznick have 


expressed interest in ‘Richard” 


‘but feel that conditions are not 





quite right for so 
project at this time. 


Series Stratocast 
Blows Air Fuse 


Cleveland, Oct. 12. 


Attempts to use Stratovision to 
beam the sixth and final game of 
the World Series from Boston to 
Cleveland and then out over the 
midwest television network met 
with little success here yesterday 
(Mon.). Reception of the signal 
from Boston, as picked up by a re- 
converted B-29 Superfortress fly- 
ing 20,000 feet over the Pittsburgh 


expensive a 





‘area and relayed here, was weak 


after 


and inconsistent and WEWS, local 
TV outlet, gave up _ half-an-hour 
the game. started. Other 
stations on the network received 


‘none of the game. 


distributor, heard in) 


Reception was also snafued by 


‘interference with ground stations. 


_Stratovision, developed by West- 


inghouse Electric in association 


,with the Glenn L. Martin Co., op- 


erates on TV channel 6 under an. 


FCC experimental license. Signal 

from the plane slopped over into 

WEWS’ channel 5, so that the sig- 
(Continued on page 55) 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

RKO is conducting separate ne- 
| gotiations with the Dept. of Jus- 
| tice for settlement of the Govern- 
|ment anti-trust suit, and there is a 
good possibility of a compromise 
which would involve something 
close to divorcement, according to 
Government sources. Separate 
settlement is predicated on the de- 
sire of Howard Hughes, RKO’s 
| controlling stockholder, to sell the 
theatre circuit intact. 

RKO is willing to go much fur- 
ther than other companies to win 

(Continued on page 54) 





Morgan-Allen Teamup 


May Become a Sunday 
8:30 Habit (It’s Hoped) 


| Henry Morgan last week checked 
out of Music Corp. of America and 
/aligned himself with the William 
| Morris office. Intriguing aspect of 
| the switchover is the fact that it 
|may prelude a deal whereby Mor- 
gan will become an_ in-and-out 
‘regular on the Fred Allen Sunday 
/night NBC show this season. 

Morgan and Allen parlayed their 
talents on the program’s preem 
Oct. 3 for a satirical kickaround of 
the giveaway craze in what was 
_generally hailed as one of the sock 
‘comedy stanzas of recent vintage. 
| Possibility of the Allen-Morgan 
teamup cued trade comment that it 
'might be the real solution to Mor- 
gan in radio. 


Chevalier’s Paris SRO 


Paris, Oct. 12. 

New legit season opened here 
,last week, despite bad economic 
|conditions of the country, with 
| Maurice Chevalier’s one-man, two~- 
,hour show pacing the new offer- 
ings. Chevalier packs the Champs 
| Elysee theatre nightly and his show 
|is expected to run a month. 

Week’s taxi strike and partial 
railroad stoppage, meanwhile, have 
'added to the distress of amusement 
Seekers and to tourists visiting 
here. 











ene 7 


























FOR 




















=TELEVISION 

















Of 


The Hour 


The Perfect Program For 


TELEVISION 


“& b&% Beautiful to See as to Hear 


Under the Direction of 
Phil Spitainy 














Charm 






Phone CO 5-1393 














Nisa 2 


PDAS Piece e ana pore 


< FAROE ORT PES Peacad Palomar ED: 
ASLO NN RED HEBEL NS RR whe 





MCAT era 


oT | 

















00S 6 Pee > A A a | RS AR ae 





oe ee OSE A 

















aa a 


_ 


rr 


Ae ANP MON er AN te 

















aaa Sone mamneeennrttnnel 























. i Sane 























cee ee ae et 
NG bp 4- tne od 


eed |p economies 











MISCELLANY 





Wednesday, October 13, 1943 





Newsreels Solve Sensitive Spot By 


Playing Neutral on Truman and Dewey 





Film industry has narrowly es-¢ 
eaped being dumped into the mid-| 


dle of the presidential election 
campaign. Only a last-minute com- 
romise this week of warring film 
actions, which resulted in an 
agreement for the five newsreels to 
play nine-minute biographical pix 
of both President Harry Truman 
nd Republican candidate Thomas 
. Dewey ended the dispute. For 
a time the argument threatened to 
split the Metropolitan Motion Pic- 
tures Theatres Ass’n, organization 
repping 90% of New York exhibs. 
Number of industryites are still 
mot convinced that the companies 
are out of the rough because of the 
deal. With the reels tacking biogs 
of the two major candidates only, 
there is fear of adverse reactions 
in the south, strong for Dixiecrat 
entry, J. Strom Thurmond, and in 
the big cities from followers of 
Henry Wallace. 
Feud started when Republican 
rooters, led by Glen Allvine, former 





Violinsky Sez 


Solly Violinsky, the vaude- 
villian who has laid off under 
four Presidents—and doesn't 
expect the Republican admin- 
istration to bring back vaude- 
ville either—was discussing 
the caste system in India 
where “half the population are 
untouchables.” 

“We got the same people 
here that we can’t get a quar- 
ter out of,” observes the song- 
smith-comedian. 





} 


Metro’s Get Tough 


b 


On Guestar Policy 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Metro has ordered a “get tough” 








328th Week! 


3,384 Performances 





ublicity chief of the Motion = policy on radio scripts for its con- 
ure Ass'n of America and present | t,actees making guest calls. It all 


tele-pix chief for Dewey, induced! ;ocuited from Jane Powell's ap- 
number of major circuits to book a pearance in the Railroad Hour’s 


(Continued on page 55) 








STATEMENT OF THE OWNER- 


initial presentation of “Good 
News.” Neither her lines nor 
songs were considered compatible 


All-time long run record in 
the legitimate theatre. 


|. KEN MURRAY’S 

“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 

El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 

| And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray's 
Academy Award Film 





| Paris Runaround 
By Borrah Minevitch _—_— 


Paris, Oct. 5. 
Garry Davis 














Pillar to Post: 


| (World Citizen No. 1) or (Citoyen | 


| du Monde numer un) mulling 


|which road to trumpet: He’s road- 


SHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULA.- | to her talents and M-G put through |marked Bar Harbor, Me. (birth- 


TION, ETC.. REQUIRED BY THE an order that hereafter the studio | 
ACTS OF CONGRESS, OF AU-| must receive a completed script |* ‘att. 


UST 24, 1912, AS AMENDED BY 
E ACT OF MARCH 82, 1933, 
AND JULY 2, 1946. . 
f Variety, published weekly at New 
oe N. Y., for October 1, 1948. 
State of New York, County of New 
York, ss. rah 
Before me, a Notary Public in and 
for the State and County aforesaid, 
rsonally appeared Harold Erichs, 
ho, having been duly sworn, ac- 
cording to law, deposes and says that 
he is the business manager of Va- 


riety, and that the following is, to| 


the best of his knowledge and belief, 


a true statement of the ownership, | 


management, etc., of the aforesaid 
ublication for the date shown in the 
Shewe caption, required by the Act 
of August 24, 1912, as amended by 
the Acts of March 3, 1933, and July 2, 
946 (Section 537, Postal Laws and 
egulations), printed on the reverse 
of this form, to wit: 
1. That the names and addresses 
ef the publisher, editor, managing 
ditor, and business manager, are: 
ublisher—Variety, Inc., 154 W. 46th 
street, New York City. 
Kditor—Abel Green, 154 West 46th 
street, New York City. 
panaging Editor—None. 
usiness Manager—Harold Erichs, 
154 West 46th street, New York 
City. ; 
2. That the owners are: Sidne Sil- 
erman, 154 West 46th street, New 
ork City; Syd Silverman, 154 West 
th street, New York City; estate of 
Bime Silverman, 154 West 46th street, 
ew York City: Estate of Louis Ry- 
dell, 154 West 46th street, New York 


City; Sidne Silverman in trust | 


for Harold Erichs, 154 West 46th 
street, New York City; Sidne Silver- 

an in trust for Abel Green, 154 

est 46th street, New York City; 

nd Sidne Silverman in trust for 
Jack Pulaski, 154 West 46th street, 
ew York City. 

3. That the known bondholders, 
mortgagees and other security hold- 
ers owning or holding 1 per cent. or 
more of total amount of bonds, mort- 
gages, or other securities are: None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next 
above, giving the names of the own- 
ers, stockholders and security hold- 
ers, if any, contain not only the list 


of stockholders and security holders | 


as they appear upon the books of 


the company, but also, in cases! 


where the stockholder or security 
holder appears upon the books of the 
company as trustee or in any other 
fiduciary relation, the name of the 
person or corporation for whom 
such trustee is acting, is given, also 
that the said two paragraphs contain 
statements embracing affiants full 
knowledge and belief as to the cir- 
cumstances and conditions under 
which stockholders and _= security 
olders who do not appear upon the 
ooks of the company as trustees 
hold stock and securities in a capac- 
ity other than that of a bona fide 
ewner, and this affiant has no reason 
to believe that any other person, as- 
sociation or corporation has any in- 
terest, direct or indirect, in the said 
stock, bonds or other securities than 
as so stated by him. 
5. That the average number of 
pies of each issue of this publica- 
ion sold or distributed, through the 
mails or otherwise, to paid sub- 
aye during the months preceding 
e date shown above is .......... 
po information is required from 
ily. weekly, semi-weekly and tri- 
ly newspapers only.) 
Harold Erichs, 
Business Manager. 
Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 28th dav of September, 1948. 
Nathan Newman, 
Notary Public No. 28 


wee 


(My commission expires March 30, ported at $8,500. 


before the star is cleared. 
Heretofore it was only necessary 
for an agency attache to sketch the 
role to Les Petersen, studio radio 
contact, and clearance was effected. 





Danny Kaye’s Repeat At 
London Palladium After 


Command Performance 


London, Oct. 5. 
Danny Kaye may start the new 


variety season at the Palladium,'to greet anybody in Rome’s Ex-! 


London, in February or. early 
March at the conclusion of the 
pantomimes at that house. Val 


place), the one most mulled. 
Libby Holman: Satirist 
'George Lloyd had them bravoing 
jat his Chez Carrere opening. 
| New low: Aime Barelli (local 
|Harry James) cornets ‘‘Paper Doll” 
(muted) so sotto voice you gotta 
| get your ear in the horn to get it. 
| The J. P. McEvoys now full mem- 
| bers in our actor-proof fried chick- 
en recipe group. 

“Laissez-faire to it all: Steve 
'Crane (Lana Tuner’s ex) and Joe 
' (his Mack Gray) sprouting French 
‘roots with an apartment, cook, car, 
| chauffeur—and little black book. 
| Roman Bull: Lopert says it’s safe 


celsior hotel by —‘“How’s your pic- 
ture coming—?” 


| The Minevich Harmonica Rascals 





This Week's Football 


By MARTY GLICKMAN 
(Sports Director of WMGM, WN. Y.) 


COLLEGE 


T 
SELECTIONS 




















Parnell is dickering with the comic |did not appear at Franco’s Palace 
in Hollywood and may close a deal | shindig. 
prior to his return to England. | Crowds (non-political) watching 

If deal is completed, Kaye may|Franchot Tone direct exteriors 
announce it when he appears at;with Charles Laughton, Burgess 
the Command Performance, Nov.|Meredith and Jean Wallace, all 
1. He’s expected to arrive here a|over Paris. 
few days prior to the show, and| Classified ad-lib-erty 
will sail back to the U.S. shortly |Tribune): “Girl Friday shorthand 
afterward. \typing—snappy and hep—won’t 

While Kaye’s attendance at the close the window if you say “it’s a 
Command Performance is definite, breeze’—or double-take on “nuts” 
his film commitments at Warner |—and ean keep QUIET between | 
Bros. studios may stymie a pro- | thoughts—theatrical or journalistic 
longed vaude engagement here, preferred!” No fair—we saw it | 
first. 

WB’s Brit. Pic. For Kaye London’s Noel Coward and Mrs. | 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. |Gilbert Miller flew over for the 

Warners is prepping a Danny Charles Munn Ritz party attended | 
Kaye starrer to be filmed in Eng- | by 600 including George Marshall, | 
land next year. Jerry Wald will Averell Harriman and Lady Mend. | 
produce. He'll accompany Kaye to| Frank Scully: Your Sept. 15 
London Oct. 28, day after “Happy Gypsum Springs, laff gusher, gave 
Times” winds up shooting here. us much fun in bed. 

Kaye appears at a Royal Com- | 
mand Performance No. 1, and then |to the dollar, swank shop doors are 
he and Wald set up arrangements | swinging more often. 
for filming in Britain. | Att. Louis Marx: Your double- 


FRIARS’ 1ST COAST (2s eects 


‘drove Jean Cocteau to making 
FROLIC ON OCT. 23\starers cectate cast scene 





| 





| weird tablecloth sketches. 

|—all U. S. ear ike. 

Los Angeles, Oct. 12. | cars seem to look alike 
| 


Good news: Gas rationing now 


First Coast edition of the Friars (Continued on page 55) 


Frolics will be staged at the Phil- | 
harmonie auditorium Oct. 23, with 


Harry Joe Brown producing, Joseph Zanuck ‘Man of Year’ 


_Santley directing, Maurice Stoloff | ee ° 
supervising the music, and Billy | As B nal B’rith Choice 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 


Daniels staging the musical num.- | 
Beverly Hills Lodge of the B'nai 





bers. 
Thesps lined up thus far for B'rith named Darryl Zanuck ‘‘Man 
the revue are Bob Hope, Jack Ben- of the Year” for his contributions 
ny, George Burns, George Jessel, to inter-racial understanding and 
Ben Blue, Dan Dailey, Phil Harris, , creation of notable humanitarian 
Ronald Reagan, Al Jolson, Abbott pix. 
and Costello, Kay Kyser, Tony; Presentation is slated for the 
Martin, Lou Holtz and the Ritz | Biltmore bow! Dee. 13. Jolson was 
Brothers. Songwriters who will selected last year. 
play their own tunes include L. Awards committee consists of 
| Wolfe Gilbert, Sheldon Brooks, Al- Sid Rogell, Charles Goldring, 
bert Von Tilzer, Jack Norworth, | Judge Stanley Mosk and Ed Gray. 


Harry Ruby, Harry Akst, Rudolf | 
Cantor’s Biopic Huddles 


Friml, Harry Warren, Leo | 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 


j;and Robert McGinsey. 
Eddie Cantor has been checking 





Burt Lancaster’s Vauders 





| 


for a series of vaude dates starting most every day to powwow on his) 


at the Oriental theatre, Chicago, | biopic. 

Nov. 18 for three weeks. He fol-| Story problem still centres 
_lows with the Capitol theatre, N.Y.,| around “taking the halo off my 
/areund Christmas. Salary is re-| noggin,” as the comedian puts it, 
| Since he wants to make it as re- 
Paul Small agented the deals. | alistic as possible. 


With the free frane rate now 450 | 


Burt Lancaster has been signed into Warner Bros. at Burbank al- | 


*GAMES POINT 
Harvard-Army ........... iden ss cts seaeee Army 2 
Cadet’s forward wall too tough. 
Brown-Holy Cross ...........00seeee0: Holy Cross 6 
The Crusaders on the rebound after Dartmouth loss. 
Colgate-Dartmouth .........05:.seeuds Dartmouth 20 
The Big Green is one of the Ivy League’s best. 
| oe) Se a ee Penn 13 
Penn has it in the line. 
Cormell-Syracuse ...........ceeeeeeeeees Cornell y 
| Cornell showed its class against Navy and Harvard. 
ek, eee .....Missourt 20 
Another sure death on Navy’s suicide schedule. 
| Villanova-Boston College (Fri. nite)...... Villanova 13 
Villanova showing its strength after Army defeat. 
| West Va.-Penn State .............-.-. woo eee eotate 26 
The Nitcany Lion one of the best. 
| Kansas-George Washington (Fri. nite) ..... Kansas 20 
| George Washington out of its class. 
Marquette-Pittsburgh ............... Pittsburgh 7 
Pittsburgh is mighty good in its class. 
ee ae Ape er Princeton 13 
Princeton has too much all around strength. 
Wake Forest-Duquesne (nite) ........ Wake Forest 20 
The Deacons much too good. 
SOUTH 
Alabama-Tennessee ............0-ee008: Alabama 7 
Alabama, after a slow start, is rolling. 
eT i. ria £5. de Bleek Texas q 
Both clubs on the rebound after upset defeats. 
Auburn-Georgia Tech ............0000e00e: Tech 20 
Rambling Wreck continues undefeated. 
Dewes Tee kk ik hoy ek 5 hh WOR Ss ome Baylor 13 
Bears showed their stuff against Arkansas. 
De Bee reer cre Ge ae ae Duke 26 
Fred. Folger too much for Maryland. 
Georgie-La. State (nite) .................. Georgia 7 
LSU has what it takes to spring upset. 
Vanderbilt-Kentucky ................... Kentucky 6 
Wildcats blow hot and cold; this week it’s hot. 
| Mississippi-Tulane ..............-..... Ole Miss 13 
| Tulane’s new passer, Joe Ernst, is a year away. 
_No. Carolina State-No. Carolina...... No. Carolina 20 
Tarheels have best team ever under Snavely. 
MOOTED GUO) «gk ok 65 otc is ki cicdan SMU 14 
Mustangs aren’t due to lose another just yet. 
eoccs, Bo. arr ere eee eee eee TCU 13 
| Aggies are weak-sisters of Southwest Conference. 
MIDWEST 
Tllinois-Minnesota Perr ert Ey Minnesota 7 
Golden Gophers too big and rough. 
Ohio State-Indiana ci ei ee .. Ohio State 7 


Indiana weak up front. 
Purdue-Iowa ...... ee eee FP Towa 13 
Purdue disintegrated after 28-27 Nw loss. 


Miami at Detroit (Fri. nite) . ; Detroit 20 
Detroit one of nation’s strongest. 
Kansas State-Oklahoma Oklahoma 14 


Sooners, after Texas win, may let down. 





(Heralq | Northwestern-Michigan -.ssees+.... Michigan 7 
| Michigan has more depth, more finesse. 
Arizona-Michigan State ................. _. State 19 
| Only the best, Notre Dame and Michigan, can beat Spartans. 
Notre Dame-Nebraska ............... Notre Dame 30 
Irish can name own score. 
Yale-Wisconsin ............ Se ieee Wisconsin 13 
Wisconsin plays in a tougher league. 
COAST 
Oregon State-California ............... California 13 
California’s bruising running attack is the difference. 
ED GS 55s ca xn Se calee obese Siete ots UsC 7 
Trojans one of the two best on the Coast. 
es oe eee es UCLA 7 
| Stanford's Indians have hit bottom. 
| Washington-Washington State ....... Washington 6 


Howie Odell’s boys are learning fast. 





| ' PROFESSIONAL 


(NATIONAL LEAGUE) 


Chicago Cardinals-New York .... _. Cardinals 14 
Giants are still developing. 
| Pittsburgh-Boston ...... ..e.es.... Pittsburgh 7 


| Steelers too strong. 

ne eee Bears zt 

The Bears are the team to beat for the title. 

| Los Angeles-Green Bay .................. Packers 14 
Rams aren't as good this year; the Packers are. 

Philadelphia-Washington ................. Eagles 7 
Eagles have a more diversified attack. 





| 
ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE 
San Francisco-New York .................. Frisco 14 


49ers are the class of the league. 
_Buffalo-Cleveland .................... Cleveland 14 
pan Browns are still the champions. . . till they meet the 49ers. 
Chicago-Brooklyn (Fri. nite) .. Brooklyn 

The Dodgers win their first game under Car? Voyles. 
| Baltimore-Los Angeles (Fri. nite) .. Baltimore 1 
Colts have Y. A. Tittle; L. A. can’t match him. 





; SEASON’S BECORD 
Wen, 98; Lost, 35; Ties, 4; Pet., .737. 
(Ties don’t count.) 





* College games are played Saturday unless otherwise stated; pro games 
Sunday unless otherwise stated. 








Team Main, Kilbride 


Hollyweod, Oct. 12. 
U-I is retéaming Marjorie Main 


Berman Battling Bulge 


Holiywood, Oct. i2. 





and Percy Kilbride in “Ma And Pa 
Kettle,” based on “Egg And I” 
characters. 

Herbert Margolis and Louis 
|Morheim seripted. Leonard Gold- 
stein is producing with Charles 
Lamont directing. 








Metro has assigned Pandro S$. 
Berman to produce “Battleground. 
Battle of Bulge film and one of 
trio over which Schary left RKO. 
Metro bought it from RKO last 
week. 

Berman also is prepping “Mad- 
ame Bovary.” 
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$49,000,000 FOREIGN B.0. IN “49 





~ Johnston Seen Nixing Cabinet Job 


Eric Johnston’s reported Presidential ambitions, or at least that 
of a statesman adviser comparable to a Bernard Baruch, may be 
the key to the prexy of the Motion Picture Assn. of America not 
going into Gov. Thomas E. Dewey’s cabinet, if and when the latter 


becomes president. 


Johnston has been mentioned for the GOP 


cabinet as Secretary of Commerce. 
The MPAA topper’s associates reveal that he has frequently ex- 
pressed that “only Hoover went from a cabinet post to the White 


House,’ 


meaning in recent years. 


This is accepted as a keynote 


that Johnston would not necessarily resign from the MPAA at 


Dewey’s behest. 





a 





Johnston Plans Long H'wood Confab 
At Month s-End to Report on Europe i". 


Multitude of problems now badg-+ 
ering the film industry are expect-| Protestant Council 


ed to prolong the forthcoming big 


Hollywood meet into a two-to-three | 
The confabs, presided | 


week affair. 
over by Eric Johnston, Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America chief, and 
attended by company prexies and 
their studio heads, will start al- 
most immediately after Johnston 
returns from his current trip 
through Europe. He is slated to 
fly from London today (Wed.). 
One of the big posers mulled 
will be the virtual declaration of 
war by J. Arthur Rank, Britain’s 
top industryite, in last week’s con- 








ABOUT HALF FRON 
BRITAIN, FRANCE 


Facing a stabilized world market 
for the first time since the end of 
the war, the U. S. film industry is 
|firmly counting on tapping a mini- 
|}mum of $45,000,000 in hard cash 
| from its pix exports during 1949. 

While the total take will be ap- 
proximately one-half of the amount 
garnered in 1947, industry execs 
are happy at least that the long 
“lost weekend” of fidgety quotas, 
restrictions and currency manipu- 
major markets is 
The end of the 
global whirligig is giving a needed 
anchor production 





to domestic 





stimulate pie production and supply 


| proposed pic scripts. 


solidated statement to Rank stock- | 


holders. Johnston, who went to 
London via Paris after leaving 
Madrid over the weekend, is hud- 
dling with Rank on the question 


} 


of a possible convening of the An- | 


glo-American Film council. 

Understood that Rank would like 
to see the council called early next 
year for a possible unsnarling of 
Anglo-American difficulties. The 
council was originally created dur- 
ing Rank’s visit to the U. S. in 1947 
but has not convened since. In- 
tended to keep relations running 
smoothly, its British members con- 
sist of Rank, Sir Alexander Korda 
and Sir Henry French, head of the 
British Film Producers Assn. 

Other Issues 

Besides considering calling of 
the council, Johnston and film 
company heads must range through 
a sizeable number of other posers 
at the Coast meet. Fereign situa- 
tion generally will be discussed 
and the MPAA prexy will report 
on results of his trip including 

(Continued on page 22) 


MARX BROS. AND HECH 





GET % OF PIX PROFITS Sseeca ‘iene 


Chico and Harpo Marx, along 
with author Ben Hecht, will re- 
ceive 50°> of the profits on “Love 
Happy,” forthcoming Marx Bros. 
film, produced by Lester Cowan 
for United Artists release, it was 
revealed in New York last week 
by Chico. At the same time he 
disclosed that the comedians, im- 
mediately upon completion § of 
“Happy,” would begin work on 
their proposed biofilm, which will 
also probably be produced by 
Cowan. 

While in N. Y., Chico Marx did 
a spot on the Texaco Star Theatre 
vaudeo show. He also huddled on 
plans for his own series of tele- 
vision programs. Show would 
mean, however, that he would be 
forced to move to N. Y., at least 
until tele networking facilities are 
extended to the Coast, and this, 
Chico declared, he’s not keen to 
do. He returned to the Coast Mon- 


day (11) for the final two days’ 

shooting on “Happy.” 
Reminiscing about the Marx 

Bros.’ start in film work, Chico 


revealed that it was the late Irving 
Thalberg, onetime Metro produc- 
tion exec, who had first permitted 
them to cut in on a percentage 
of the profits. Film was “A Night 
at the Opera,” on which the broth- 
ers are still drawing royalties for 
its reissue. They later got the 
same deal on ‘A Day at the Races,” 
and have followed through on the 
plan on every film they’ve made 
Since then. Chico, Harpo and 
Hecht. who scripted “Happy,” 
bought out Groucho’s interest in 
that picture, he said. 

Chico is set on a vaude tour 
throughout England, South Africa 
and Australia. 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
The Protestant Film Commission 
is setting up a permanent organiza- 
tion to assist and encourage studios 
in production of films with reli- 
gious or other constructive themes. 
Committee of religious leaders 
and laymen is being established to 





technical experts where requested, | 
to provide a sample of cross-séction 
reaction of protestant audiences to 





Wallis-Par Renewal 
Looks Set; Will Be 
Wrapped Up on Coast’ 


Talks on a new releasing tieup | 
between Paramount and Hal Wallis | 
Productions, which strung through | 
last week and this, are being shunt- 
ed to the Coast where final sign- | 
ing of a pact is expected. Both! 
Wallis and his partner, Joseph | 
Hazen, on one side and Barney | 
Balaban, Par's prexy, on the other, | 





Offers Aid to Studios | coming year with restrained optim- | 


| 


decided for Coast continuation 
'since the trio are heading west. 
Balaban is expected at the Para- 
mount lot within two weeks when 
he will re-meet with the producing 
duo. Wallis treks to Hollywood to- 
‘morrow (Thurs.) and Hazen fol- 
‘lows over the weekend. 
__ Tentative understanding between 
the negotiators makes the chances 
better than even that the Wallis 
‘unit will turn out a larger quan- 
‘tity of product for Par than in its 
‘last deal which covered 12 films. 
|All films, indications are, will be 
It is 


position will be stressed even fur- 
ither by the outfit securing all its 
|bankrolling sans Paramount col- 
_laboration. 

Last pic to be made by Wallis 
lunder his old ticket with Par will 
be “Bitter Victory.” 





Mayer Huddles Schenck World 
On Production Budgets Interest 


and production chief Louis B. 
Maver, in top-drawer New 
huddles this week, have ruled out 
slapping a preduction ceiling on 
forthcoming product. In contrast: 
to the policy established recently 
by other major studios of clamp- 
ing a maximum budget on feacures, 
the two M-G execs decided against 
a budget limitation policy. Instead, 
the company will be more careful 
in the type of pictures it selects 
for shooting and will then apper- 
tion money to each film.as required. 

Mayer arrived in N. Y. Thursday 
(7), accompanied by studio public- 
ity chief Howard Strickling, for 
his annual budget discussions with 
Schenck and Metro veepee-treas- 
urer Charles C. Moskowitz. Dore 
Schary. his production associate, 
did not make the trip but remained 
on the Coast to continue his per- 
sonal supervision of studio activ- 
ities. 

Both Strickling and Maver also 
held intensive huddles over the 
weekend with sales chief William 
F. Rodgers and ad-publicity veepee 
Howard Dietz, lining up sales and | 
promotion campaigns on the new | 
season's product. Coast execs are | 


slated to return to the studio Fri- | “Luck of Irish” 
' Sam” 


day (15). 





| 


|eurrent session of the United Na- 
|tions general 
| gone overboard to promote France’s | latter increases considerably, 
jeconomic quagmire, as compared | conceivable that they might be a | a 

| Coin for the purchase was put 


planning. 
Industry toppers are viewing the} 
ism due to the steady climb in gen- | 


eral international trade over the | 
last nine months. Reports from) 


the U. S. Department of Commerce | 


reveal that industrial exports from 
western European countries to the 
U. S. are slowly but surely equal- 
izing their import schedules. Bar- 
ring breakout of another war, this 
process is expected to continue 
alongside the recovery of Europe’s 
productivity to pre-war levels. 
Narrowing of the import-export 
gap will mean more dollars avail- 
able for U. S. pix payments. This 
is one of the long-range factors 
in the industry’s calculation of the 
cost of its present sacrifices in 
working out trade deals. With 
(Continued on page 22) 





Allege Hocus-Focus By 
Pro-Soviet Newsreelers 


Snafus Marshall, Bevin 


Paris, Oct. 12. 
Soviet propaganda during the 


assembly here has | 


to the U. S. press campaign. Amer- | 
icans have very limited means on | 
hand to press cheir line, hence can- | 
not subsidize the press as do the 
Soviets. 

Newsreels have protested that a 
Soviet electrician assigned to the 
Palais Chaillot lighting crew pre- 
vented proper lighting of British 
foreign minister Ernest Bevin and 
U. S. secretary of state George C. | 
Marshall. This assertedly ham-| 
pered proper newsreel coverage of | 
their speeches. Lighting of Soviet | 











| 
| 





| 


No LaG. Biopic Deal—Yeet | 


| Newbold Morris, former New 
|'York City council president and 
|member of the Wall Street firm o 
|Post, Morris & Lovejoy, denies that 
ithe screen rights to “The Little 
|Flower,” Fiorello H. LaGuardia’s 
life story, had been sold to Fred 
De Piano. He also avers that he 
is not executor of the LaGuardia 
estate and that no one has any au- 
thority to speak for the LaGuardia 
family with regard to a filmization 
|of the late mayor’s life. 

| Morris stated that there have 
been numerous requests for the 
film rights to the LaGuardia story, 
but to date no deal has been inked. 


U. S. Sees $3,300,000 


In Remittances in 48 
From Aussie Market 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

U. S. film remittances from Aus- 
tralia should be about $3,300,000 
yearly under the 50% limit on 
earnings now permitted out of 
i Down Under, U. S. Commerce De- 
| partment reports in a survey of 
'Aussie picture industry. The 50% 
‘restriction is considered the most 
serious imposed on Hollywood. 
| Australia also has a quota system 
but this merely requires that 3°% 
of the screentime shall go to Aus- 
sie pix and 15% to British pro- 
duct, remaindér of field being wide 
| open. Report says in part: films 














|are extremely well received and | 


‘are preferred to domestic ones. 
There is a difference of opinion as 
|to the relative values of U. S. and 
| British films; a considerable seg- 
ment of population seems to prefer 
British films. If the supply of the 
it is 


real competitive threat. 

“Almost everyone, questioned on 
U. S. films objected to their fre- 
quent lack of reality. Sumptuous 


(Continued on page 22) 





MAJOR WARNER’S WB BUY 


Major Albert Warner, veepee 
and treasurer of Warner Bros., has 


picked up an_ additional 1,000 
shares of WB common on the stock 
exchange. 

Warner's stock holdings now 


\deputy foreign minister Andrei Y.| total 436,200 shares in his own 
| Vishinsky, on the other hand, was | name and an additional 21,000 
|reportedly handled well, 


| 


' 


, Metro prexy Nicholas M. Schenck , 


York | 


shares held in trust. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


in the World Series, | 
rain and added interest in football | 
all are cutting into biz at firstruns 
over the nation this week. Rabid 
interest by midwest baseball fans 
because Cleveland was in the 
championship race kept thousands 
tuned in and hurt matinees so 
much in some cities that the 
week’s overall total was slashed. 

Despite these handicaps, the 
stronger films kept right on rack- 
ing up high grosses. Facing the field 
for the second week in a row is 
“Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par), 
which is nicely out in the lead. 
Also for the second successive ses- 
sion “Rope” (WBS) is nailing down 
second money with great showings 
in some 10 keys. 


Third place goes to “Loves of 
Carmen” (Col) although not uni- 
formly sock this round. “Red 


River” (UA) edges up into fourth 
place - with two big showings. 
“Belinda” (WB) is in much the 
same category. being so smash on 
its two dates it cops in fifth posi- 
tion. Sixth best coin getter is 
“Apartment for Peggy” (20th), do- 
ing much better than in preyious 
stanza. 
Ace 
“Rachel 


runner-up pictures are 
and Stranger” (RKO), 
(20th), “Good | 
(RKO), “Innocent Affair” 


Peak Volume of Theatres to Change 
Hands as Circuits Prepare Sales 


+ Sighting 


along the barrel, in- 
dustry insiders see the next 12 
months bringing on a peak volume 
of theatre sales and purchases re- 
sulting in a total of transactions 
higher than at any time in the 
past 20 years. Theatre market is 
already swinging into a terrifie 
state of flux, according to a num- 
ber of exhibs recently shopping 
for promising deals, with all the 
signs pointing to a steady growth 
in transactions during 1949. 

From their feelers-in the market, 
they see a big number of circuit 
‘operators, oldtime standbys in the 
industry, now making overtures 
“to shave off” some of the fat in 





| 


} 


realty which has accumulated in 
the past lush years. These circuit 
ops, it’s said, regard 1949 as the 
high point for theatre values. 
Volume of transactions, of 
course, will get a tremendous hypo 
from the Government anti-trust 
action. Already affected are some 
1,400 partnershif-held theatres by 
the Big Five and plenty of fancy 
deals will result. Moreover, num- 
ber of the majors have been cau- 
tiously sounding out prospective 
buyers for other houses with the 
idea of opening closed situations. 
The flock of theatres heading 
toward the block has been ac- 


(Continued on page 22) 


ROBERT HANNEGAN IN 
MPLS. THEATRE BUYS 


Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 
Another ex-cabinet member, 
Robert Hannegan, former Post- 
master General, has entered show 
business via a $2,000,000 syndicate 
buyout of two of Minneapolis’ top 
firstrun theatres—the Tower and 





| Oriental. Theatres, formerly leased 


|to the Warner Bros. circuit, were 


| purchased outright 


from a real 
estate combine. 


up by Hannegan, Sidney Solomon, 
St. Louis insurance man; Harvey 
Newins, St. Loo realtor; and Arn- 
old Grant, film attorney. Grant ne- 
gotiated the sale Monday (11). 














Series Hurts Biz—‘Number,’ ‘Rope,’ ‘Carmen,’ 
‘River,’ ‘Belinda,’ ‘Peggy’ the Big Six 


(UA) and “Touch of Venus” (U) | 


winding up in that order. 

Best prospect among newcomers 
appears to be “Julia Misbehaves” 
(M-G) which is landing one of the 


bigger weeks at the N. Y. Music | 
campaign | 


Hall. Clever advance 





| 
| 
| 


went far in getting this off on the | 


right foot at the Hall. 


harsh crix appraisal” in’ Boston, 


Despite | 


“Macbeth” (Rep) is doing surpris- 


ingly well there on teeoff. 
“Cry of City” (20th) is a third 


promising newcomer although not | 
around in many spots yet. “Saxon | 


Charm” (U) 
Francisco but ns.g. elsewhere. 
“Walk a Crooked Mile” (Col), 
which opened yesterday 
in N. Y., is okay this round in 
Providence. “Texas, Brooklyn” 
(UA) is disappointing in L.A. 

“Velvet Touch” (RKO) looks 
neat in second Philly frame. “Isn't 
It Romantic?” (Par) is uniformly 
thin this session, being tepid in 
Minneapolis, fair in Boston and 
very mild in N. Y. 

“Forever Amber” (20th) is do- 
ing sturdily in Providence and fine 
in Buffalo. “Four Faces West” 
(UA) shapes moderate in Boston. 
“Race Street” (RKO) 
Cleveland. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on | 


Pages 8-9.) 


shapes fine in San | 


(Tues.) | 


is brisk in | 
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4 Majors Oppose High Court Review 2 Contes Beyin 


Washington, Oct. 12. 4— 





The Supreme Court was told 
last week by four major picture | 
distributors that their compliance | 
with the arbitration system should 
not be used as cause of action 
against them. 

In a joint brief, Paramount, 
RKO, 20th-Fox and Warners op- 
posed a review by the high tribunal 
of a decision of the court of Ap- 
peals, eighth district, which threw 
out a suit for $265,000 by a group 
of St. Louis exhibitors. The lat- 
ter claimed damages resulting from 
clearance operations of the arbitra- 
tion system under the 1940 consent 
decree. 

The aistributors also argued that 


a decision to review the lower~* 


court ruling might hinder the dis- 
trict court of New York in any ef- 
forts it might make in establishing 
a new arbitration system when 
Paramount proceedings reopen. 

The exhibitors’ request for a‘re- 
view of the lower court action, the 
distributors asserted, involves a 
“very narrow” question. It is 
whether a group of distributors 
who were required by a consent 
decree to submit to arbitration 
should be hable to suit for abiding 
by the awards made pursuant to 
the decree. 

“While arbitration could not be 
made mandatory in the absence of 
consent.” they argued, “its authori- 
gation by a court would be mean- 
ingless unless those consenting 
could respect and comply with the 
awards of the arbitrators without 
violating the law and exposing 
themselves to the dangers that 
their mere act of compliance would 
lay them open to suits under the 
Sherman (anti-trust) Act.” 

The distributors stated that a 
suggestion of the exhibitors that 
the arbitration system affects the 
terms of the existing contracts is 
“wholly without merit.” While a 
court may under certain circum- 
stances disregard the letter and le- 
gal effect of contracts, the dis- 
tributors argued, “‘the record here 
is entirely clear that the arbitra- 
tors had no power to interfere with 
the terms of existing contracts, and 
that they never did niterfere or 
threaten to interfere with such 
contracts.’ , 


NEW TV FILM CO. TO 
PACKAGE COM’L SPOTS 


New television film production 


company. comprising some of the | 


top film industry officials, has been 
formed under the name of Tele- 


spots. Inc. Ralph Cohn, son of Co- | 


lumbia vice-prexy Jack Cohn and 
a former indie producer releasing 
through United Artists, is prez of 
the new organization, which plans 
to specialize in production of pack- 
aged commercial spots. 

Company will also handle pro- 
duction, distribution and sales of 
both live and film shows for tele. 
Among the members of the firm 
are Sam Dembow, Jr., indie pro- 
ducer and a member of the UA 
board: Arthur L. Mayer, former 
owner of the Rialto theatre, N. Y., 
and a partner in Mayer-Burstyn; 
Allan Robbins, son of Herman 
Robbins, National Screen Service 
prez; Jules Bricken, former pro- 
duction staffer with David O. Selz- 
nick, William LeBaron and Boris 
Morros; Lewis Reid. former pro- 
gram manager of WOR, N. Y.; 
David Elman, creator of the 
“Hobby Lobby” radio show; thea- 
trical designer Robert Gruen, and 
N. Y. attorney Samuel Spring. 

Telespots has already produced 
five series of 60-second spots. Firm 
has arranged for studio space in 


Hollywood with Samuel Goldwyn, , 


Hal Roach and General Service 
Studios. and will work in N. Y. at 
the Fox Movietone and West Coast 
Sound studios. 





Warners Guns Four 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Four pictures get the gun at 
Warners within three weeks, start- 
ing today ‘Tues.) with the Ingrid 
Bergman starrer, “Under Capri- 
corn,” part of which has already 
been filmed in England with Al- 
fred Hitchcock directing. 

Second is ‘Task Force,” starting 
Oct. 18, with Gary Cooper in the 
fop role. Others are “Crashout” 
and “Deadlock,” to be produced 
respectively by William Jacobs and 
Saul Elkins. 


Sheekman Heads SWG 
United Appeal Committee 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Arthur Sheekman was appointed 
chairman of the Screen Writers 
Guild committee to raise funds 
among the scribes for the motion 
picture industry’s fourth annual 
United Appeal. 

Committee members are Malvin 
Wald, Howard J. Green, John Hig- 
gins, Anne Chapin, George Wells, 
Richard Breen, Ed Hartman, Don 
Hartman, Geoffrey Homes, Albert 
Demond, Richard Murphy, Oscar 
Brodney, Karl Tunberg, Henry 
Ephron and Leonard Spigelgass. 


Anti-Trust Hearings Start 
Today (Wed) as Court 


Nixes Long Postponement 


Big Five efforts to obtain a one- 
month’s postponement of new 
hearings in the Government anti- 
trust action were thumbed-down 
Monday (11) by the U. S. statutory 
court after attorneys for the com- 
panies had succeeded in winning a 
Dept. of Justice okay to the delay. 
Court informed company legalites 
that the Nov. 8 date fixed by both 
sides was n.g. so far as the court 
was concerned. 

Government and film attorneys 
will therefore appear in N. Y. fed- 
eral court today (Wed.), original 
date for the hearings to start. At 
that time, application for a shorter 
delay is expected. 

Apparently, three judges of the 
statutory court refused to stall the 
case because too short notice was 
given them. In order to sit on 
hearings which* promise to last 
many days, the’ judicial trio had 
cleared their calendars of all other 
assignments for the period. Post- 
ponement of one month now would 
find these judges with little or 
nothing to do plus the necessity of 
again re-arranging their future 


calendar. 


Government okay to the one- 
month delay, relayed to the Big 
Five late last week, is thought 
partly due to continued settlement 
' negotiations. Originally, D of J had 
insisted on no more than a 15-day 
postponement. 


, Consent decree has already been 
| drafted by the Big Five and is now 
/on lawyers’ desks for late changes. 
It is not thought that this decree 
has been agreed to by the Govern- 
ment but that it will be submitted 
to the D of J in the course of the 
next few days. 


‘SELZNICK’S XMAS 
DATINGS FOR ‘JENNIE’ 


David O. Selznick will release 
_ “Portrait of Jennie’ in late De- 
cember for the Christmas market 
with openings being planned in 
New York, Chicago, Los Angeles 
and one or two other kevs. Nego- 
tiations are currently on for a 
Broadway theatre to house the 
Jennifer Jones - Joseph Cotten 


starrer, the fourth Selznick pie to 
be released this year. Original 
plans of the Selznick organization 
called for six films this year but 
Mark Hellinger’s death stvmied a 
deal for additional productions. 

Kickoff of the national promo- 
tion for “Portrait” got underway 
Monday (11) with a fashion show 
at the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, N. Y., featuring the original 
costumes worn by Miss Jones in 
the film. The presentation also in- 
cluded the unveiling of Robert 
Brackman’s portrait of Miss Jones 
which was used as the basis for 
the pic’s title. 








Pickford’s Italy Plans 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Mary Pickford and . Buddy 
Rogers, who recently returned 
from a tour of Europe, are going 
back to Italy next vear to make 
two or more pictures for United 
Artists release. 


First will be a period tale with 


(a Roman background. 


Up Its Special Issues 


Gradual 


tained its pace during Sepiember. 
Twentieth bought up 2,200 shares 


Wanger's ‘Joan’ Rep’s Macbeth’ Rank 


Of Arbitration Lost by Exhibs ':2s‘s:-."sss.° 22: Trio and Others on Roadshow Policy 





of the company’s $1.50 cumulative 
preferred to bring its total out-| 
standing in that bracket to 160,037 
shares. 

During the month, company also 
retired 200 shares of its $4.50 pre- 
ferred stock. Total for that classi- 
fication ‘is down to 81,331 shares 
still being held. 


ritish Lion Yens 
$8.000,000 Loan 


London, Oct. 12. 


First government loans to dis- | 
tributors to finance independent 
production will be made in two to 
three weeks, according to James 
Lawrie, chairman of the Interim | 
Finance Co. More than a dozen 
applications for financial aid have 
been received since formation of 
the company, with British Lion 
topping the list with a request for 
$8,000,000. 

Lawrie said the policy restrict- 
ing loans to distributors is tem- 
porary, but governs the life of the 
Interim company, which will re- 
main in existence until a new $20.- 
000,000 finance corporation is set 
up by legislation before the end 
of the year. Minimum rate of in- | 
terest is 4%, but the actual figure 
is to be determined by nature of 
the risk involved. 

Lawrie described the objects of 
state film financing as threefold: to 
bring financial order to the indus- 
try, to save dollars, and insure 
enough product to fill the quota, 
and to recoup money invested. He 
expressed the hope that govern- 
ment aid to production would en- 
courage aé freer flow of bank 
financing, but declined to state the 
loan was being used as bait to 
draw film backing from the Lon- 
don financial district. 

Lawrie asserted the corporation 
would not hesitate to foreclose on 
distributors unable to repay the 
state loans. While taking an over- 
all view on potential earnings of 
the program, he intimated he 
would look askance at exaggerated 
claims from the American market 
during present conditions. 

British Lion stockholders today | 
‘Tues.) endorsed the board's pro-| 
posal to borrow up to $8,000,000 | 
from the government. | 








Cochran, Morros, Dorn, 


Others Back From Europe 


With his hit London musical, 
“Bless the Bride,” now in its 77th 
week, producer Sir Charles B. 
Cochran is due in on the Nieuw 
Amsterdam today (Wed.) to day the 
groundwork for a Broadway pro- 
duction of the piece. He'll be ae- 
companied by his wife and Vivian 
Ellis, composer of the “Bride” 
score. While in New York Cochran 
will also look around for a male 
lead for his next show, which will 
be written by Ellis and Sir Alan 
Herbert. 

Independent film producer Boris 
Morros is another incoming pas- 
senger. In Europe for the past four 
or five months, he had been study- 
ing the production situation in 
France with an eye to unfreezing 
some of his blocked franes there. 
Also on the liner is actor Philip 
Dorn, who visited his native Hol- 
land for two months. 

Headed by British Broadcasting 
Corp. producer Gordon Crier. some 
five members of a British thea- 
trical troupe are arriving to appear 
in “Gentlemen's Relish,” a fashiorw 
play which the British Board of 
Trade and National Federation of 
Merchant Tailors are presenting 
Oct. 25 at the Hotel Plaza. N. Y. 
Show will coineide with an exhibi- 
tion of British men’s wear. Crier 
is also bringing seven tons of stage 
props, costumes and other gear 
with him. 

Rounding out the Nieuw Amster- 
dam's show biz complement are 
piaywright Jerome Chodorov, con- 
cert pianist Alexander Brailowsky 
and 100 members of the French 
National. Orchestra who are ac- 
companied by their conductor. 
Charles Munch. Organization will 
shortly embark upon a seven-week 
North American tour in which it 
will give about 40 concerts in vari- 
ous U. S. and Canadian cities. | 


¥ 


Finger-Pointers 


Close partnership has been 
established between the Dept. 
of Justice and the House Small 
Businesses Committee probe 
into the film industry and al- 
leged anti-trust abuses. House 
committee, which has been 
taking testimony in all parts 
of the country, has been for- 
warding testimony of com- 
plaining exhibs to the D of J 
for action. 

Government attorneys, on 
their part, have sent a con- 
siderable number of letters to 
distribs calling their attention 
to the gripes and asking for 
action on them. The letters, 
however, make no specific ref- 
erence to the House hearings, 
being worded as though the 
exhib brought in his complaint 
originally to the Government’s 
anti-trust division. 

Committee’s hearings have 
been turning up the usual 
number of squawks on clear- 
ance, run and availability of 
product. 








1-Week-Per-Month 
Layoff at WB Saves 
$600 in Talent Dept. 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Studio-wide lavoff of one week 
monthly, which started at Warners 
yesterday (11). is figured to save 
the studio $600 a month in the 
story and casting departments. 
Department toppers are drawing 
straws to see who would be first 
to take time out. 
Under the plan, workers will be 
on jobs three weeks per month and 
off without pay on fourth week. 


BIG INDUSTRY TURNOUT 
FOR GUS EYSSELL FETE 


Kansas City, Oct. 12. 

Paving tribute to Gus Eyssell, 
president of Rockefeller Center, 
top film industry execs from both 
seaboards are converging on this 
town to attend a testimonial dinner 
Thursday (14) to the Kansanborn 
exhibitor. Eyssell will be feted on 
the occasion of his 30th anniver- 
sary in show business. 


| 


* U. S. Supreme Court's ukase 


against price-fixing will not cut 
into the number of advanced-ad- 
mission, roadshow features during 
the 1948-49 selling season. New 
flurry of pix playing on the road- 


'show~ policy are currently being 
|readied for the American market. 


With the ’48-’49 season still in its 
swaddling clothes, five features are 
already earmarked and another 
falls into the probable bracket 
British imports, for the first 
time in the history of the indus- 
try, are giving the roadshow pol- 
icy its main hypo. Of the five def- 
initely marked for roadshow and 
the one probable, only two pix, 


| Walter Wanger’s “Joan of Arc” 
|atid Orson Welles’ “Macbeth” are 


made-in-the-U. S.A. 
Trio of Anglo entries, all from 


J. Arthur Rank’s studios, are Sir 
| Laurence Olivier’s “Hamlet,” ‘The 


/umbus.” “Hamlet” and “Columbus’ 


Red Shoes” and “Christopher Col- 


’ 


|are being handled by Universal 


while Eagle Lion has “Shoes.” 


| Additionally, EL is now mulling 


the possibility of roadshowing 


“Scott of the Antartic,” Rank pro- 


duction which will cross the At- 
lantic within the next couple of 


| months. 


Likelihood is that all major 
Rank films will be distributed on 
a roadshow policy in new tactics 
adopted by the Britisher’s U. S. 
aides. 

The British B.O. Idea 


Careful roadshowing of pix by 
Rank’s U. S. distribs is intended 
to bring about a slow but thor- 
ough penetration of the American 
market with any big film. Using 
the two-per-day, $2.40 top scheme 
in selected houses is figured to 
build word-of-mouth for a British 
film unbulwarked by important 
American names. Roadshow tech- 
nique has been hit upon as a way 


| of determining the drawing power 


for a Rank opus before deciding 
whether to release the pic on a 
general commercial basis. 
Decision by Wanger to up 
prices for “Joan” is predicated on 
a different reason. Film, being 
distributed by RKO, cost over 
$4,000,000 which means that it 
must do about $6,000,000 domestic 
gross to break even. Wanger be- 
lieves that “Joan” is strong enough 
;to pile up heavy returns in road- 
|show engagements. Limited by 
ithe Supreme Court ruling as is 
| Universal, most of his deals must 


Among those schedufed to attend be on a four-wall basis. 


are Ned Depinet, Spyres Skouras, 


Charles M. Reagan. Paramount: 


William F. Rodgers, Bob O’Donnell, 
and Frank Newman. Walter Pid- 
geon will represent Hollywood, and 
Ed Sullivan, newspaper columnist 
will emcee. 


Metro Rolls 2 More 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Metro production was stepped 
up last week with the start of two 
features, Clarence Brown's “The 
Secret Garden,’ and Gottfreid 
Reinhardt’'s “The Great Sinner.” 
Still in work are “The Barkleys 
of Broadway” and “Big Jack,” co- 
starring Wallace Beery and Mar- 
jorie Main. 








Europe to N. Y. 


Alexander Brailowsky 
Jerome Chodorov 
Charlies B. Cochran 
Gordon Crier 
Clifford Curzon 
Philip Dorn 

Vivian Ellis 

Eric Johnston 

Elsa Maxwell 

Mrs. Gilbert Miller 
Boris Morros 

Aksel Schiotz 


N. Y to Europe 


Peter Ashmore 
Jack Buchanan 
John Haskell 
Martita Hunt 
Dorothy Manners 
George Skibine 
Elizabeth Tavlor 
Robert Taylor 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Lorena Danker 
Alfred Hitchcock 
Marcel Lamaze 
Louis B. Mayer 
Paul Small 
Howard Strickling 


Welles’ “Macbeth,” which he 
| made for Republic, preemed last 
| week at the Esquire theatre. Bos- 
| ton, on a two-per-day, $2.40 top 


| policy. According to a Rep spokes- 


»>|man, that plan will be followed 


in all other engagements. 

| EL’s “Shoes” gets its starter 
| Friday (15) at the National, Wash- 
ington, on the two-per-day sched- 
, ule and then follows through in 
New York, Oct. 21. Roadshow en- 
gagements are expected to indicate 
whether the film has general ap- 
peal or shouY be confined to a 


releasing sc'¢dule of  selecied 
houses. 
Season’s leader is “Hamlet” 


| which will be playing in a doven 
houses within the month. U this 
week closed a deal with Loew's 
circuit for the film to play at the 
Ohio theatre, Cleveland, Oct. 29: 
, Ritz, Pittsburgh, Nov. 3; and Teck, 
| Buffalo, Dec. 24. Ohio theatre 
,; deal is unusual since the house is 
,a 1,200-seater, largest vet to tenant 
| the filmization of Shakespeare's 
tragedy. 





John Alton 

Mort Blumenstock 
Sidney Buchman 
Robert Buckner 
Joan Caulfield 
Montgomery Clift 
Irene Dunne 
Bryan Foy 

Harold Hopper 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
Burt Lancaster 
Arthur Laurents 
Al Lichtman 

Ted Nasser 

| N. Peter Rathvon 
| Sir Ralph Richardson 
Mickey Rooney 
Artie Shaw 
Vincent Sherman 
Rose Stradner 
Kay Thompson 
George Waggner 


AP vn 
| L. A. to N. Y. 
| 
| 
} 
| 
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Partial Solution to Decree Problems 


West Coast circuit, 


addition of Metro to the ranks, 
is expected to reverberate with in- 
creased intensity to the benefit of 
indie .exhibitors. Industry observ- 


ers are already looking to the move 


as offering a partial solution, at 


least, to the problems’ which 
brought forth the Government's 
current anti-trust proeeedings. 


More important, they point to it as 
evidence that most industry prob- 
lems can eventually be solved 
through the simple laws of supply 
and demand without the Govern- 
ment’s intervention. 

For one thing, the break from 
F-WC means that any exhibs de- 
siring to build new theatres in the 
territory will now have an oppor- 
tunity to buy top major product. 
Until now most newcomers had 
been dissuaded from attempting to 
buck the affiliated circuit on the 
assumption that it would be im- 
possible to get enough film to sup- 
port another house. Now, with the 
majors for the first time in years 
deciding to line up indie dates on 
their top product, any exhibs en- 
tering into competition with the 
affiliated chains will at least get 
an opportunity to bid against them. 

Majors’ split from F-WC, based 
on disagreement with the standard 
terms offered by the circuit, was 
Initiated by United Artists on How- 
ard Hawks’ “Red River.” UA sales 
execs, believing that “‘River’’ merit- 
ed a special deal, refused to go 
along with the standard sliding 
scale policy used by F-WC for all 
product, no matter what its poten- 
tial gross. UA was followed by 
Samuel Goldwyn through RKO, its 
releasing agent, which decided to 
sell both “A Song Is Born,” new 
Danny Kave starrer, and the gen- 

(Continued on page 16) 


Hitchcock’s Two-Ply - 
Directorial Deals With 





His Own Co. and WB 


To correct an impression that 
Alfred Hitchcock would hence- 
forth work exclusively under the 
banner of Warner Bros., Trans- 
atlantic Pictures, production unit 
co-partnered by Hitchcock and 
Sidney Bernstein, avers that the 
director continues on a term pact 
with his own outfit and will deliver 
one pic yearly to it. Since indie 
production is currently a specula- 
tive proposition, it’s said, Hitch- 
cock insured a steady income by 
agreeing to turn out four pix for 
the Burbank lot within four-to-five 
years. 


Additionally, Hitchcock will be 


pesos and actively involved in. 
“Jack Sheppard” | 


ransatlantic’s 
and ‘Lorna Doone” while outside | 
directors will actually do the meg- 
ing. His own directorial stint for 

ransatlantic will be “I Confess, 
Slated to start in December in 
Canada and the Coast; “Dark 
Duty,” a prison yarn; and “The 
Spider and the Fly,” espionage 
Story of the World War IT. 

These pix will carry him through 
1950 for his production unit. Al- 
ternating witht these will be the 
quartet of WB pix and possible 
other outside work. Besides the 
Transatlantic trio scheduled for 
the next couple of years, Hitch- 
cock has already completed “Rope” 
for the unit and is currently wind- 
ing up “Under Capricorn” which 
he is directing both in London 
and the Coast. 

Warners, this week, closed with 
Transatlantic to distribute “I Con- 
fess.”’ It already has a deal to 
handle “Rope” and “Capricorn.” 
Transatlantic is free to groove its 
future films through any other dis- 
trib though it will probably con- 
tinue doing business with Warners 

Hitchcock, who recently ar- 
rived in New York from London, 
shoves off for the Coast in the 
next few days for final takes on 
“Capricorn.” 


| Rank. 


ciprocal agreement” 


against Rank in this country. 
apparently doesn’t realize, they as- 
serted, that the quality of his pic- 
tures, with few 


“Seventh Veil,” 





CEA Chides Rank 


London, Oct. 12. 

Last-minute hitch between 
J. Arthur Rank and the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn. 
over rental negotiations is de- 
laying inking of a rental slid- 
ing-scale agreement. Compli- 
cation was caused by a letter 
from a prominent exhib to 
British Lion requesting a con- 
tract for two British pix be 
subject to any modifications 
made between Rank and the 
CEA. 

British Lion retorted that 
Rank is not determining its 
trading policy and suggested 
that Rank, as prez of British 
Film Producers Assn., is not 
acting in the best interests of 
British producers. Further 
Rank-CEA meeting expected 
within a few days and settle- 
ment is likely to follow im- 
mediately afterwards. 


TO SEEKS FIUE 
Seen in Majors Break From F-WC' 


Move of several major distribu-¢ 
tors to sell away from the Fox: | 
which sleam- | 
rollered ahead last week with the | 











Yank Filmers Pan 
Rank’s Approach 


ToForce US.Dates 


Angry U. S. film distribution | 
execs this week blasted British | 
film magnate J. Arthur Rank with 
charges of “monopolist.” In an-! 


swer to Rank’s repeated demands | 
that U. S. and British films should | 


be seen together throughout the 
world, the Yank distribs accused 
rim of attempts to set up a 
“cartel” svstem between the two 
industries. 

Arthur Lockwood, Theatre Own- 
ers of America prexy, joined in the 
chorus last week by also panning 


tors “would be more than glad” to | 
play any British-made film, 
possessed boxoffice value. 

American spokesmen charged 
Rank with attempting to establish | 
an international policy of “you pat. 
my back and I'll pat yours,” claim- 
ing the British film chief appar- 
ently is willing to permit more 
playing time for American prod- 
uct only if his pictures get more 
bookings in this country. If that 
system were followed through, 
American industryites aver, the re- 
sult could only be a “national re- 
between the 
two countries. And that, they 
point out, is something that the 
U. S. State Dept. has been trying 
to eliminate from other industries 
for many years. 

Reiterating their charges that 
Rank is trying to squeeze Ameri- 


‘can pictures off British screens, 
‘the distrib chiefs declared the 
» have every right to feel prejudiced. 
They were unanimous in their de- 


of discrimination 
Rank 


nials, however, 


fallen off noticeably during the 
last year. Besides “Hamlet” and 
“Great Expectations,” very few 
British films have 


over several years ago, such as 

“Cleopatra,” ete. 

That deterioration in quality, ac- 
(Continued on page 22) 


5 for Bischoff 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Five pictures have been lined 
up for Sam Bischoff’s 1948-49 pro- 
duction schedule, the largest num- 
ber he has ever attempted in a 
single year 

Lineup includes “Mrs. Mike,” a 
Dick Powell starrer; “Next Door 
to Hell.” “Wide Open Town,” 
Port of Honest Men” and “Mur- 


jrall of Mississippi.” 


He declared, in answer to | 
Rank’s charges, that U. S. exhibi- | 


if it! 


| however, 


|}and KROW (Oakland, Cal., 
Decision on the DuMont question 
| will throw open Par applications 
|for Boston and Detroit also, plus 


exceptions, has. 


entered this | 
country comparable in quality to | 
the long string of top films sent 


| J. Arthur 
| switch to Rank for the time be- 





VIDEO TAT! 


Washington, Oct. 12. 


Organized U. S. exhibs are tak- | 
|ing the first overt step to protect | 
| themselves against the feared en- | 
|croachment of television into the 
| theatre domain. Gael Sullivan, ex- 


ecutive director of Theatre Own- 


|ers of America, is huddling here 
| with Government officials on the 
| possibility of his organization win- 
ining up to five 
| quency 


ultra-high fre- 
channels if the Federal 
|Communications Commission de- 


| cides to move tele into the higher 
| band. 


Sullivan is sounding out the re- 


‘action of Federal officials to the 
| proposed step by TOA. 
| org, if the FCC will greenlight the 


The exhib 


move, may set up television sta- 


|tions and go into video broadcast- 


ing station business either on its 


own or by creating a separate cor- 


poration with stock offered to TOA 


| members. 
' Sullivan returns to New York | 
where he will report 


Thurs. (14), 
results of his feelers to the TOA | 
executive committee. His findings | 
| will also be outlined to the tele- 
vision committee of which a ae | 
Wolfson, Miami exhib, was ap- 
pointed chairman this week. 
Wolfson’s committee has a four- 
point program to follow through. 
Entry into telecasting operations 
is one of the proposals under con- 
(Continued on page 22) 


Par TV Status 
May Be Fixed 


- Washington, Oct. 


Entire problem of whether ll 
mount owns a controlling interest 
in DuMont television, which has 
held up tele station grants to both 
companies for more than a year, 
may finally be settled soon. FCC 
today (Tues.) ordered Jack Paul 
Blume, examiner in the recent 
San Francisco tele hearings, to 
prepare a decision ‘‘expeditiously” 
on whether Par controls DuMont 
within the meaning of the Com- 
= multiple ownership rul- 





ms tere has maintained until now 
that Par controls DuMont and, 


‘under its rule of no more than 
| five TV stations to a single cus- 


tomer, has limited Par outlets to 
Chicago and Los Angeles and Du- 
Mont’s to New York. Washington 
and Pittsburgh. Question of owner- 
ship must be settled before the 
Frisco allocations are granted, 
since Par is competing 
for that city along with 20th-Fox, 
CBS, Ed Pauley’s Tele-California, 
indie). 


DuMont's bids for owned-and-op- 
rated outlets in Cleveland and 
incinnati. 

Decision will have no effect on 
the current freeze on tele alloca- 
tions, meaning that the Frisco as- 
signments will still be held up 
pending lifting of the freeze. 


Hurdle UA-Rank Impasse 
By Kelly Setting 2 Pix 


United Artists, 
its attempts to establish single- 
handedly a ‘fourth circuit” of in- 
die exhibitors in England to buck 
Rank, has decided to 





ing. UA exec veepee Arthur W. 
Kelly, now in England, last week 
completed the sale of both How- 
ard Hawks’ “Red River’ and 
Benedict Bogeaus’ “Girl from 
Manhattan” to the Rank circuits 
and is working to line up dates on 
other UA product. 

Fact that “River” potentially 
one of UA’s top grossers of the 
year, was sold to Rank is believed 
to indicate that UA isn’t willing to 

(Continued on page 16) 








calling a halt to. 


Big Response to VA's Video Policy 





Yates, ‘Optimistic,’ Says 
He’s Not Selling Stock 

Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Herbert J. Yates is not selling 
any of his stock in Republic, he 
told a meeting of the company’s 
western division sales managers to 
tee off the Jimmy Grainger 10th 
annual sales drive. He added, “I 
have never been more optimistic 
about the future of Republic since 


| the foundation of the company.” 


Sales managers at the meeting 


included Earl Collins, Los Angeles; | 
Ralph Carmichael, San Francisco; 
Portland; Paul | 


George Mitchell, 
McElhinney, Seattle; Thomas Mc- 
Mahan, Salt Lake City, and Gene 
Gervase, Denver. 





Frequency Plan 


Submitted by 20th 
At FCC Hearings 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

A proposal to earmark radio 
frequencies for the motion picture 
industry for communications pur- 
poses was contained in testimony 
prepared for submission today (12) 
before the Federal Communications 
Commission by 20th-Fox. Harold E. 
Mott, of Welch, Mott & Morgan, 
Washington counsel for 20th, was 
to present the plan at commission 
proceedings to allocate frequencies 
for non-broadcasting services. 

The Fox proposal provided that 
12 frequencies be assigned to the 
picture industry on a non-exclusive 
basis, thus requiring their sharing 
by all picture companies which 
contemplate using radio communi- 
cations in their work. 

Fox raised the question as to 
whether the picture industry is of 
such importance in our national 
economy as to justify a classifica- 
tion much the same as is accorded 
the power and petroleum radio 
services. It answered that its plan 
does not seek to strip these indus- 
tries of a single frequency as- 
signed them under proposed com- 
mission allocations. The only ef- 


fect the proposed picture industry | 


classifications would have the 
brief added, would be to deny the 
other industries the use of the 
frequencies earmarked for picture 


communications after the exhaus- | 


tion of their assigned frequencies. 
Referring to testimony of the 
Motion Picture Research Council 


on the importance of radio com- | tem for telefilms that’s designed to 


munication to picture production, 


20th-Fox pointed out that the let potential at e lower 


_to the affiliate. New system, based 


present frequency allocations, 
adopted by a previous commission, 
provide for motion picture stations 
as a distinct category and assigns 
specific frequencies for their use. 

“It would appear self-evident,” | 
Fox declared, “that the commis- 


sion, at least at the time these. 


rules were promulgated, recog- | 
nized not only the importance of , 
radio communication to motion 
picture production, but also the 
importance of motion pictures to 
the national economy and well be- 
ing. We refuse to consider that 
this commission is not equally as 
well aware of this situation.” 





Mistrial in West Suit 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Jurors in the $106,660 plagiarism 
suit against Mae West couldn’t 
agree on a verdict after a four-day 
deadlock, and the case was de- 
clared a mistrial by Judge Samuel 
R. Blake in L.A. superior court. 
Action, filed by Michael Kane 
and Edwin O’Brien, charged the ac- 
tress with lifting their material for 
“Catherine Was Great.” Court his- 
trionics required six weeks. Jurors 
reported a 7-to-5 clinch, with Miss 
West leading. Attorneys for both 
‘ides reported themselves ready for 
a rematch. 


, Cues Great Need for Telefilm Source 


Pointing up the dire need for 
workable distribution system oa 
television films, United Artists has 
been deluged with requests from 
broadcasters and ad agencies to buy 
telefilms, since the company an- 
nounced less than a week ago the 
establishment of a telefilm distrib 
department. In addition, indi 
producers turning out pix for T 
have flooded UA with requests to 
handle their sales. 

Company presently is making ne 
commitments, preferring instead 
to build first a full catalog of avail- 
able product before hitting the 
market, according to John H. Mit- 
chell, salesmanager of the new de- 
partment, and Paul N. Lazarus, Jr., 
exec assistant to UA prexy Grad 
Sears. Lazarus denied emphatic- 
ally reports that the department 
was being financed by outside in- 
terests, declaring the telefilm dis- 
trib system is an adjunct of the 
company’s regular service to indie 
producers. Mitchell at the same 
time emphasized that he severed 
relationships completely with the 
investment syndicate of Hone! In- 
ternational to assume the UA job. 

Seeking to allay the fears of ex- 
hibitors that UA’s telefilms would 
compete with them, Lazarus de- 
clared that no product is to be 
made available to tele until it’s 
been completely liquidated on the 
regular theatrical market. In 
most instances, this will mean that 
commercial features will be re- 
leased to TV not less than 18 
months after their original theat- 
rical release. In addition to the 
standard product, UA will also 
handle new films produced espe- 
cially for tele. Included will be 
some UA product, but how much 


|, depends on the indie producers 


now releasing through UA, all of 
whom retain full tele rights te 
their productions. 

Sales policy is still in the forma- 
tive stages, but Mitchell declared 
it would adhere more closely te 
the film sales pattern than to 
radio. As such, film will be booked 
to stations or agencies on a pre- 
show basis. Rentals are to be pro- 
rated on the number of sets in 
circulation in each city, but the 


| exact scale hasn’t yet been deter- 
|mined. Total price to broadcast- 
_ers, consequently, will depend on 


the film and on the market, same 
as theatres are serviced. 


NBC-TV Distribution 
Of Pix Product Based 


On Population Index 


In a further pitch to its affiliates 
for network business, NBC-TV has 
worked out a mass distribution sys- 





get the film producer a higher mar- 
total cost 


on a relative index of population 
in each TV market area, is an 
application of the radio formula 
‘commonly applied to transcrip- 


tions. 


With Uniied Artists’ new tele- 
film distribution service expected 
to involve the sales methods used 
_for years in the film industry, the 
method used by NBC, which is in 
almost direct contrast. is expected 
to afford a good comparison of the 
advantages inherent in each. Other 
major film distribs now planning 
to enter tele are expected to scan 
each of the two sysiems carefully 


‘before deciding which to choose 


for their operation. 

NBC method, devised by N. Ray 
Kelly of the net’s television fea- 
ture service division, first assigns 
a relative population index to each 
city. Total of the individual sta- 
tion indices are then divided into 
the total cost of the films. That 
figure, in turn, is multiplied by 
the city’s index to give the final 
cost to each station. According to 
Kelly, the price to affiliates will 
be the same for either sustaining 
or commercial films and the net 
will encourage affiliates to line up 
local sponsors wherever possible. 

Svstem, Kelly declared, permits 

(Continued on page 20) 


Oe RRC na 






































OO CR ia Ge I Lar ORE 8 
(oF m ' - si adear ali 














eran man fervent 
* 








Saeser 0) Sones 





ARES eB eR ee neal pS BREN Hat lar’ at AeA RR: 8 Be 
cars 
































GEST LIOR GPG Se SAG! TEI 
































be 


Snead 














VARIETY Wednesday, October 13, 1948 





BY NATIONWIDE BALLOT, IT’S THE COMEDY-LEADER AMERICA HAS 


* 






A landslide all over the land—as Paramount ‘proves it’s 
“the people's choice” before release, with not one but 32 
key city sneak previews from Boston to Los Angeles... 
previews that yielded thousands of cards of which 98.4% 
praised the picture, 72% of them in the most enthusi- 
astic terms we’ve ever seen in these audience reports. 
Here are just a few of the responses that are typical: 
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It’s The Thanksgiving 
Fun Feast In 


Paramounts Autumn 
Harvest of Hits 


“Sorry, Wrong Number” 
“Isn’t It Romantic” 
“Night Has A Thousand Eyes” 
“Miss Tatlock’s Millions” 
“Sealed Verdict” —‘‘The Paleface” 


% He didn’t get releases from these folks. so we can’t reproduce their 
names and addresses... but we'll be glad to furnish them on request. 
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- seat Sizzles in L.A. at $56,000: 


‘Julia’ Okay 456, 


‘Triumph’ Hollow 


236, ‘Saxon’ Not So Charming 346 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

“Loves of Carmen” is dominat- 
ing firstruns this session, with 
socko $56,000 or near in two the- 
atres expected on first week. “Jw 
lia Misbehaves” is sightmg okay 
$45.000 in three houses. 

Other new bills are in for mild 
stanzas. “Saxon Charm” looks light 
$34,000 in five spots, while “Hollow 
Triumph” is heading for slow $23,- 
000 in five’ locations “Texas, 
Brooklyn” is very thin $22,000 on 
nine davs in four sites. “Rope” 
will be nice $28,000 im third ses- 
sion in three houses, while “Wrong 
Number” looks good $26,000 in 


two spots. “Apartment For Peggy” | 


shapes light $32,000 in four the- 
atres, second week. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Belmont (FW: (1.532; 60-$1) — 
“Hollow Triumph” (EL) and 
“Stramge Mrs. Crane” (EL). Mild 
$2,500. Last week, “Bring "Em 
Back Alive” (RKO) (reissue) and 
“Design for Death” (RKO), $2,300. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S 
Corwim-Lesser) (826: 60-$1)—“Tex- 
as, Brooklyn, Heaven” (UA) and 
“Blonde Ice” (FC). Slow $4,000 in 
® days. Last week. “So This New 
York” (UA) (3d wk-5 days), $2,800. 

Carthay Cirele (FWC) (1.518; 66- 
$1) — “Intermezzo” (SRO) and 
“Crusades” (Par) (reissues) (2d 
week). Thin $3,000. Last week, fair 


$5.000. 
Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—“‘Apartment Peggy” (20th) 


(2d wk) and “Night Wind” (20th). 
Light $8,500. Last week, with 
“Creeper” (20th), moderate $11,- 
000 

Culver (FWC) (1,145: 60-$1) — 
“Hollow Triumph” (EL) and 
“Strange Mrs. Crane” (EL). Thin 
$3,000. Last week, “One Touch Ve- 
nus” (U) and “Close-Up” ‘EL) (8 
days), $4,900. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 60-$1)— | 
“Rope” (WB) (3d wk). Okay $10,- 
000. Last week, good $13,400. 

Downtown Musie Hall ‘(Corwin- 
Lesser) (872; 60-$1) — “Texas 
Brooklyn, Heaven” ‘fUA) = and 
“Blonde Ice” (FC). Fair $10,000. 
Last week, “So New York” (UA) 
(3d wk-5 days), $4,900. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Julia Misbehaves” (M-G). Nice 

12,000. Last week, “Southern 

‘fankee” (M-G) and “Under Cali- 
fornia Stars” (Rep) (2d wk). $6,100. 

El Rey ‘FWC) (861: 60-$1)}— 


“Hollow Triumph” (EL) and “Mrs. | 


Crane” ‘EL). Light $3,500. Lasi 
week, “Back Alive” (RKO) (reissue) 


and “Design Death” (RKO}, thin 


$2.800. 


Esquire ‘Rosener) (685: 85-$1.20) | 
—‘‘Mikado” (U) (reissue) (3d wk). | 


‘Bodyguard’-Jane Powell 


Oke $2,000 in 5 days. Last week 
$2.200. 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 60-$1) | 
—‘San Francisco” (M-G) (reissue) | 
(2d wk). Nice $3,500 or over. Last | 


week, $5,900. 

Guild (FWC) (968: 
“Saxon Charm” (U) and “S.O.S.| 
Submarine” (SG). Oke $4,500. Last | 
week, “Venus” ‘(U) and “Close-Up” 
(EL) (10 days), mild $4.300. 

Hawaii (G&S - Corwin - Lesser) 
(1,106; 60-$1)—“Texas, Brooklyn 
Heaven” (UA) and “Blonde Ice” 
(FC). Slow $4.000 in 9 days. Last 
weck, “So New York” (UA) (3d wk- 
5 days), $2,100. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Rope” (WB) (3d wk). Near $9,000. 
Last week. good $11,400. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Corwin- 
Lesser) (475; 60-85) — ‘Texas. 


Brooklyn. Heaven” (UA) and | 
“Blonde Ice” (FC). Slim $4,000 in 
9 days. Last week, “So New York” 


(UA) (3d wk-5 days), $1,800. 

Iris (F WC) (828: 60-85)—‘“Saxon 
Charm” (‘U) and “S.O.S. Subma- 
rine” (SG). Dull $4,500. Last week 
“Venus” (U) and “Close-Up” (EL) 
(10-davs), $5,500. 

Laurel ‘Rosener) (890: 85)—“Hu- 
man Beast” (Indie) and “Kiss of 
Fire” (Indie) (2d wk). Near $2,500. 
Last week, pleasing $2,900. 

Loew's State (Loews-WC) (2.404; 
60-$1)—‘Apartment Peggy” (20th) 
(2d wk) and “Night Wind” (20th). 
Down to $11,500. Last week. with 
“Creeper” (20th), slow $17,200. 

Los Angeles ‘D’town-WC) ‘2,097; 
60-$1)—‘“‘Julia Misbehaves” (M- G). 
Medium $20,000. Last week | 
“Southern Yankee” (M-G) and 
“California Stars” (Rep) (2d wk) 
$11,400. 

Loyola ‘FWC) 
“Apartment Peggy” (20th) ‘2d wk) 

and “Night Wind” (20th). Mild 
$6,000. Last week, with “Creeper” 
(20th), fair $7,200. 

Million Dollar (‘D’town) (2,093; 
60-85) — “Northwest Stampede” 
(EL) and “Behind Locked Doors” 
(EL) (2d runs), with Martha Davis, 


| Threat” (Col) (2d wk), 


60-$1) _ 


| three weeks. Last week. ‘I 
|(U) (2d wk), okay $6,000. 
(1,248: 60-$1)— | 


' Pelix Gross orch on stage. Slender 


$10,000 or less. Last week, “Train 
Aleatraz” (Rep) (2d run) with Julia 
Lee, Pee Wee Hunt orch on stage, 
$10,200. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2.210; 


60-$1)—“‘Hollow Triumph” EL) 
and “Mrs. Crane” (EL). Slow 
$11,000. Last week, “Back Alive” 


(RKO) (reissues) and “Design 
Death” (RKO), mild $12,200. 

Palace (‘D'town) ‘1.224: 60-$1)— 
“Intermezzo” ‘(SRO) and “Cru- 
sades” (Par) (reissues) (2d wk). Off 
to $4,500. Last week. good $8.000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 60-$1)}— 
“Loves Carmen” (Col). Torrid 
$26,000. Last week. “Rachel and 
Stranger” (RKO) and “Triple 
okay 
$13,400. 

Paramount (F&M) (3.398: 60-$1) 
—“Wrong Number” Par) and 
“Sons Adventure” (Rep) (3d wk). 
Good $14,500. Last week. stout 
$21 200. 

Paramount Hellyweeod (F&™M) 
(1.451: 60-$1)}—“Wrong Number” 
(Par) (3d wk). Smooth $11.500. Last 
week, solid $14,800. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 
60-80)-— “Loves Carmen” Col). 
Socko $30.000. Last week, “Rachel” 
(RKO) and “Triple Threat” (Col) 
(2d wk). good $16,700 

Ritz (FWC) (1.370: 60-$1)—‘‘Sax- 
on Charm” (U) and “S. O. S. Sub- 
marine” (SG). Good $3,500 Last 
week, “Venus” (U} and ‘Close-Up’ 
(EL) (10 days), $9,300 

Studie City (FWC) (880: 60-$1) 


“Saxon Charm” (U) and “S. O. S.| 
Submarine” (SG). Nice $5,000. | 


Last week. “Venus” (‘(U) and 
“Close-Up” (EL) (10 days). $5.900. 

United Artists (UA) ‘2,100: 60-$1) 
” «U) and S. O. S. 
Submarine” (SG). Fair $11,500. 





Last week, “Venus” (U) and 
“Close-Up” (EL) (10 days), 
$12.400. 


Uptewn (FWC (1.719: 60-$1)— 
“Apartment Peggy” (20th) (2d wk) 
and “Night Wind” (20th). Modest 
$6,000. Last week. with “Creeper” 
(20th). supporting, fair $8,000. 

Vegue (‘FWC) (885: 60-85)— 
“Hollow Triumph” (EL) and “Mrs. 
Crane” (EL). Slim $3,000. Last 
week, “Back Alive” (RKO) (reis- 
sue) and “Design Death’ (RKO), 
slow $3,300. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2.296; 60-$1)— 
“Julia Misbehaves” (M-G). Good 
$13,000. Last week. “Southern 
Yankee” (M-G) and ‘California 
Stars” (Rep) (2d wk). $4.400. 

Wilterm (WB) (2.300: 60-$1)— 
“Rope” (WB) (3d wk). Neat $9,000. 
Last week, good $11,200. 





Smash $30,000 in Cincy; 


‘Number’ Hotsy at 186 


Cinemnati, Oct. 12. 
Trade at major stands is on the 
bounce this round, four new bills 
and season's second helping of 
stage shows at big Albee piling up 
a sharp overall total. Keith’s is 


registering its best of the year 


with “Sorry. Wrong Number,” 
which also is leading all new 
straight filmers. Town is topped 
by “Bodyguard” plus vaude with 
Jane Powell as headliner, stage- 
show being the magnet. “Southern 
Yankee” is hotsy. World Series 
airings had marked effect on after- 
noon biz. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.100: 60-94)— 
“Bodyguard” (RKO) with vaude 


| layout topped by Jane Powell. 
| Stage array the magnet for socko 
| $30,000. Last week, “Smart Girls 


Don’t Talk” (WB) plus’ Horace 
Heidt’s “New Stars on Parade,” 
torrid $23,000. 

Capitel (RKO) (2.000: 50-75)— 
“Southern Yankee” (M-G). Hotsy 
$15,000. Last week, “Life With 
Father” (WB) (2d wk), fairish 
$6,000. 

Grand ‘RKO) (1.400: 50-75) 
“Embraceable You” (WB). Average 
, $7,500. Last week, “Ruthless” (EL), 
| same. 

Keith’s (City Inv) (1,542: 50-75) 

—*“Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par). 





Smash 318,000, and this theatre's | 


best this year. Holds for at least 
uarceny”’ 


Palace (RKO) (2,600: 50-75)— 
“Luck of Irish” (20th). Par $12,000. 
Last week, “Race Street” (RKO), 


fine $14,500. 


Shubert (RKO) (2.100; 50-75)— 
“Race Street” (RKO) ‘m.o.) So-so 
$4.500. Last week. “Loves of Car- 
men” (Col) ‘m.o.), third downtown 
week, nice $6,000. 


‘ROPE’ HOLDS PROV. 


ROBUST AT $14,000 


Providence, Oct. 12. 

All stands are holding their) 
own, with holdovers doing better 
than usual. Majestic’s “Rope” 
shapes solid..Albee’s “Tap Roots” 
and Cariton’s “Forever Amber” 
look best of holdovers, both, 
strong. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Tap Roots” (U) and “Money Mad- 
ness” (RKO) (2d wk). Nice $13,000 
after hitting big $17,000 in first 


‘round. 


Cariten ‘Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th) (2d wk). 
Nifty $8,000 after hitting very nice 
$10,000 in first. 

Fay (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Night 
Time in Nevada” (Rep) and vaude 
on stage. Healthy $7,500. Last 
week. “Wistful Widow™ (U) and 
vaude, good $6,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Rope” (WB). Solid $14,000. Last 
week, “Lady in Ermine” (20th) | 
and “High Tide” (26th), $15,000. | 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Walk Crooked Mile” (Col) and 
“Triple Threat” (Cc ol). Okay $19.- 
000. Last week, “Innocent Affair” 
(UA) and “Rusty Leads Way” 
(Col), $20,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘*Loves of Carmen” (Col) and 
“Black Eagle” (Cal). Second week 
began Monday (11). First week 
was neat $12,000. 


Phill 
$40,000 In y 
Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 
Strong product is proving a box- 
office bonanza in the firstruns here 
this stanza. Good weekend weather 
helped a lot, and a Sunday night 
parade, ‘the Holy Name Societies), 
which brought out thousands, had 
the midtown section jammed. 
“Johnny Belinda” is topper with 
big week at Mastbaum, although 
there is heavy competition from 
Red River,” “Rachel an: Stran- 
ger,” “Sorry, Wrong Number” and 
“Apartment for Peggy.” 
Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)—“The 
Search” (M-G) (3d wk). Down to 





$11,500 after oke for $14,000 second | 


stanza. 

Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)— 
“Pitfall” (UA). Weak $2,000. 
Yanked after four days for ‘“‘Time 
of Life’ (UA). Last week, “Two 
Guys Texas” (WB), mild $4,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Vel- 
vet Toueh” (RKO) (2d wk). Neat 
$16,500. Last week, big $21,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,700: 50-99)}—‘Ra- 
chel and Stranger” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Fine $17,000 after solid opener at 
$24,600. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Apart- 
ment for Peggy” (20th) (2d wk). 
No vacancies at $20,000. Last week, 
smash $28,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
94)—"‘Sorry, Wrong Number” 


(Par) (3d wk). Fancy $18,000. Last: 


week, neat $24,500. 
Karlten (Goldman) (1.000: 50-94) 
_ Charm” (WU). Mild 
$11,000. Last week, “Larceny” (U) 
(3d wk), mild $6,000. 





Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300: 50-94) 


—*‘Beyond Glory” (Par). Dim $3.- 
500 in 5 days. Last week, “Good 
Sam” (RKO), $7,000. 


Mastbaum (WB) (4.360: 50-99)— 


“Johnny Belinda” (WB). City’s | 


leader with big $40,000. Last week, | 


“Rope” (WB) (3d wk), sock $15,800. 


Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94)—_ 
(Indie) and. 


“Jenny Lamour” 
“King’s Jester” (Indie). Trim $6.- 
000. Last week, “Paris Frills” (In- 
die) and “Russian Ballerina” (In- 
die), weak $1,200 in 4 days. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 5099)— 
“Red River™ (UA) (2d wk). Smash 
$25,000 after terrific $38.700 
opener. 

Stanten (WB) (1,475: 50-99)—/ 
“Triple Threat” (Col). Fine $12-' 
500. Last week, “Lulu Belle” 
(Col) and “Bodyguard” (RKO), 
$8,000. 








Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing precentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


Series No Help to Hub But ‘Number’ 


Hot $30,000; Macbeth Surprising 96 


Boston, Oct. 
World series crowds way a 
'done much to hypo gate at most 
‘local houses, biz around town not 
lbeing big. Only smash newcomer 
‘is “Sorry, Wrong Number” at the 
'Met. Despite crix barbs, “Hamlet” 
looks surprisingly good at the small 

Esquire albeit below hopes 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,300; 90-$2.40)— 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,677,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 195 
theatres, chiefly first runs, m- 
cluding N. Y.). 
Total Gress Same Week 





Last Year $3,160,000 “Hamlet” (U) (8th wk). Holding to 
(Based on 23 cities, 230 (|ghout $12,000 after nearly same last 


theatres). tround. 
- Besten (RKO) (3.200; 40-80)— 
“Four Faces West” (UA) and “Bad 


* ? ° Sister” (U). Fair $19,000 in 8 days. 
r il S Last week, “Rachel and Stranger” 
(RKO) and “Train to Alcatraz” 


(Rep) (3d wk), nice $12,500 


Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-75)— 
risco “The Brothers” (U) and “Storm in 
Teacup” (Indie). Down to $3,500 


after okay $4,500 first week. 
San Francisco, Oct. Esquire (M-P) (1,000; $2.40)— 
Best bet here this | ile iS “Macbeth” (Rep). This one took a 
“Sorry, Wrong Number” which is terrif pasting from the crix, one 
doing strong biz at Paramount and | o¢ worst any film ever got around 
State, being particularly big at here. Opened Thurs (7) to good 
former. Nice bally is _ putting pjiz however, and expects a sur- 
across “Bring "Em Back Alive” at prising $9,000. Last week, subse- 
Golden Gate but otherwise ~~e quent-run. 
ars on slim side. “Apartment ‘or (M-P) (1373: 40-80)— 
Peggy’ shapes mild - ve. “at It Romantic?” (Par) and 
Estimates for This Week “Escape” (20th). Average $7,000. 
Gelden Gate (RKO) ‘2.844; 60- Last week, “Two Guys Texas” 
95)\—“Bring ‘Em Back Alive” |(WB) and “Sons of Adventure” 














| (RKO) (reissue) and “Design For (Rep) (2d wk), $4,500. 


Death” f RKO). Big $14,000. Last Memorial (3,000; 40-80 i— ‘Good 
week, “Rachel And Stranger’ Sem” (RKO) and “Winner’s Cir- 
(RKO) and “Jiggs, Maggie In So cie* (RKO) (2d wk). Nice $18.000 
ciety” (Mono) (2d wk), nice $13,000. | after nice $22,000 opener 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — | Netrepolitan (M-P) (4.367; 40- 
“Apartment For Peggy” (20th) and 80) — “Sorry, Wrong Number” 
“Night Wind” (20th). Modest $18 (par) and “Golden Eye” (Mono). 
000 or less. Last week, “Southern | Strongest in town, lusty $30,000. 
Yankee” (M-G) and “Nightime In Last week, “Rope’ (WB) and 
Nevada” (Rep) (2d wk), okay “Winner Take All” (Mono) (2d 
+ Warfield (FWC) (2.656; 60-85)— *)» $17,000. 
“Lusure Liner” (M-G) and “Fight-| OFpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80) 
“Luxury Liner” (M-G) and ‘Fight- <n at Geen” wk ann 
$11 500. Last pr hie cee “Rusty Leads Way” (Col) (2d wk). 

* . - : J ye - — - . ’ firs 

Paramount (Par) (2.646; 60-85)— — after big $30,000 first 


“Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par). | (M-P) (1.700: 40-80) 
Terrific $25,000 or over. Last week, gg et ig and 


“Dude Goes West” (Mono) and “16 | «— *” (20th). Aver: 13.000 

Fathoms Deep” (Mono), fine $18,-|;setPeeek “Two Gane Texas” 

000 in 8 days. ' (WB) and “Sons of Adventure” 
St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85)— (Rep) (2d wk) $10,000. 











| 


“The Rope” (WB) (2d wk). Sock ’ 
$16,000. Last week, smash $20,000. | ,, State (Loew) (3,500; _ 40-80) — 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; “Loves of Carmen” (¢ ol) and 
55-85)—“Saxon Charm” (U) and| Rusty Leads the Way” ‘Col (2d 
“Gentleman Nowhere” (Col). Fine | WK). Fair $12,500 after nice $15,- 
$12,000. Last week, “Walk Crooked | 900 first. 
Mile” (Col) (3d wk), pleasing | 
$9,000. | 
United Artists (S. Corwin 
(1,207; 55-85)—“Moonrise” (Rep) | Peg ’ Cleans Up 
and “Train To Alcatraz” (Rep) | 
(2d wk). Good $7,500. Last week, | 
fair $10.500. ° 
Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; 60- | at 
85)—"Concert Magic” (Indie). Big 
$5.000. Last week, “The Search” | 
(M-G) (2d wk), strong $4,000. Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 
Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85) — | “Sorry, Wrong Number” at Penn 
“Frie-Frac” (Indie) and “Bride’s and “Apartment for Peggy” at 
Surprise’ (Indie) (2d wk). Okay Fulton are cashing in heavily on 
$2,500. Last week, nice $2,800. | their good notices and also the 
United Nations (FWC) (1,149;| facet that they’re practically alone 
60-85) — ‘Mozart Story” (Indie). bey week as far as new pictures 
Mild $4,500. Last week, “The! are concerned. Elsewhere in the 
Pearl” (RKO) and ‘“‘Mine Own Ex- | Golden Triangle, it’s holdever and 
ecutioner” (20th) (2d wk). $3,500. moveover. “Peggy” is giving the 
— o- mee - | Fulton its best biz in weeks. 
“Sorry, rong umber” (Par). | : 
Big $13,000. Last week, “Blood| paltes iSiear rine a6) 
And Sand” (Indie) and “Man | “apartment for Peggy” (20th) 
Hunt” (Indie) (reissues), strong | pect thing this house has had in 
$8,000. months, and should stick around 
try —— a $13,000 or near. 
hn: wee xon Charm” (U), 
Mpls. Still in Doldrums; —_ weakisn_$6:000 
; ; Harris (Harris) (2 .200; 44-76)-— 
Paradine Dim $13,000, .i2vss,. “Loves of Carmen” (Col) (2d wk). 
' $10,000, Managing He hold on well, — 
‘ an enough to get i 
Romantic’ Thin $8,000 io ba Senator. Last 
ee u 
Minneapolis, Oct. 12. | Penn Laew’s UA! (3,300; 44-76) 
_ What with a comparatively weak | “Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par). 
lineup of newcomers and a real Good notices all along line and 
exodus of potential customers to nice $19,000 or over looms. Last 
Chicago for the Minnesota-North- week, “Luxury Liner’ (M-G), 
a football game over week- $17 
end, biz currently will provide ite  ( : ‘ Jaa 
little to cheer about. The lone - gi a Fa a 
virile entry is “Paradine Case.” About average at $3,000. Last 
“Isn't It Romantic?” and “Race | week, “Pitfall” (UA) (m.o.). about 
Street.” both leave plenty to be! same. , 
desired at boxoffice. One of two) Semater (Harris) (1 750: 44-76)— 
holdovers, “Sorry, Wrong Num- “Lulu Belle” (Col) and “Triple 
onl is still strong even on move- | Threat” (Col). It’s the latter that’s 
| accounting for b.o. draft, due to 
| Estimates for This Week | presence of Johnny Clement and 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)—| Bill Dudley, couple of strong pro- 
‘Embraceable You” (WB). Very | footballers in cast. Sturdy $4,500. 
a ry Last week, “Bad Sister” | Last week, “Sahara” ‘Col) and 
er” { (rei ) “ 
Gepher (Par) (1,000: 40-50)—| cellent $4,000 Col) ‘reissues), ex 
““Man-Eater”’ ‘U) (ist run) and Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76)— 
“Give Us Wings” (U) ‘reissue).; “Rope” (WB) (2d wk) Taking 


Moderate $3.000. Last week, “Wall- sharp dip to $10.000 if that. Last 
flower” (WB) ‘ist run) and “Man week, ail right $1850 a 
f Texas” (Indie), $2,500. Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76)— 


Lyric (‘Par) (1,000: 


50-70) — 
“Sorry, 


“Rachel and Stranger” (RKO) (3d 


Wrong Number” (Par) wk). Finishing up okay, and in 4 
(m.o.). A boxoffice giant, here days will do around $5.500. very 


| good. Last week, fine $10,500. 


i (Continued on page 16) 


























5 @ 


2 
t 
n 
e 
e 
s 
e 
d 
e 

















Wednesday, October 13, 1948 


VARIETY 


OC ene ee 
i ae 


PICTURE GROSSES * 





Chi Hopeful But Slow Except ‘Number’ 
With Hames, Smash $63,000: ‘Venus 
Shapely 21G, ‘Escape’ Not Fast 166 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 


Loop theatre operators are hop-, 


ing that pleasant weather, which 
turned up Saturday, continues 
after several days of damp and 
cold which chilled downtown 
grosses. Also not much aid to the 


matinee take was the world series. | 
Only big new entry is the Chicago | 
“Sorry, Wrong Num-| 
ber” and Connie Haines on stage. | 


which has 


Looks smash $63,000. “One Touch 
of Venus” at Palace shapes neat 
$21.000 

“Peabody and Mermaid” at 
Grand appears average at $12,000. 
“Southern Yankee” at Roosevelt 
is heading for bright $17,000 but 


“Escape” at United Artists looks 
only fair $16,000. 
“Rope” at State-Lake is draw- 


ing heavily partly because of in- 
terest in similar case of murder 
here several decades ago. Should 
hit fat $25,000 in second round. 
Third week of “Good Sam” at 
Woods is excellent $17,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,400; 50-98)— 
“Rose Washington Square” (20th) 
and “Slave Ship” (20th) (reissues) 
(2d wk). Whipping up fine $8,000. 
Last week, excellent $9,500. 

Chieage (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par) 
with Connie Haines heading stage 
bill. Looks smash $63,000. Last 
week, “Beyond Glory” (Par) with 
Liberace heading stageshow (2d 
wk), $38,000. 


Garriek (B&K) (900; 50-85)— 
“Count Monte Cristo’ (UA) and 
“Son of Cristo’ (UA) (reissues). 


Trim $8,000. Last week, “Raider” 
(Indie) and “Wings of Morning” 
(20th) (reissues), same. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Peabody and Mermaid” (VU). 
Okay $12,000. Last week, “Bring 
"Em Back Alive’ (RKO) (reissue), 
pert $15,000. 


Oriental (Fssaness) (3,400; 50- 
98\—"“Date With Judy” (M-G) 
with Louis Armstrong orch in 


person (3d wk Rolling into final 


week with savory $40,000. Last 
week, prime $48,000. 
Palace ‘RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 


“One Touch of Venus” (U). Shape- 
ly $21,000. Last week, “Rachel 
and Stranger” (RKO) (2d wk), tidy 


$20,000. “ 

Roesevelt (B&K) (1.500; 50-98) 
— “Southern Yankee” (M-QG) 
Handsome $17,000. Last week, 
“Smart Girls Don’t Talk” (WB) 


(2d wk), dim $8,800. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘Rope” (WB) (2d wk). Holding 
up well at big $25,000. Last week, 
terrifie $35,000. 


Surf (indie) (650;  85)—“The 
Brothers” (U) (3d wk). Neat $3,- 
400. Last weck, $3,800. 


United Artists (B&K) (1,500; 50- 
98'\—“Escape” (20th). Fair $16,- 
000. Last week, ‘Moonrise’ (Rep) 
(2d wk), $10,000. 

Woods (‘Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Good Sam” (RKO) (3d wk). Hold- 
ing with solid $17,000. 
bright $22,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 
Live in Peace” (Indie) (5th wk). 
Trim $3,300. Last week, $3,800. 


‘Rachel’ No Stranger 
In Buff., Great $20,000 


Buffalo, Oct. 12. 

Boxeoffice is not shaping up smash 
this week. Standout appears to be 
“Rachel and Stranger” and “Wrong 
Number.” “Innocent Affair’ does 
not look big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 

“Innocent Affair’ (UA) and ‘“Mon- 


tana Mike’ (UA). Okay $14,000. 
Last week, “Embraceable You” 
(WB) plus Vaughn Monroe orch, 


great $34,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
—"'Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par). 
Solid $16,000. Last week, “San 
Francisco” (M-G) and “Night at 
Opera” (M-G) (reissues), $15,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)— 
“Forever Amber” (20th). Fine $7,- 
500 or close. Last week, “Rope” 
(WB) (m.o.), big $8,000. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—‘“San 
Francisco” (M-G) and “Night at 
Opera” (M-G) (mo.) (reissues) 
Trim $4,500. Last week, “Luxury 
Liner” (M-G) (m.o.), $4,700. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Lareeny” (U) and “Close-Up” 
(EL). Good $12,000. Last week, 
“Loves of Carmen” (Col) (2d wk), 
fine $12,500. 

20th Century (20th Century) (3.- 
000; 40-70)—“Rachel and Stranger” 
‘RKO) and “Variety Time” (RKO). 
Big $20.006 or near. “Last week, 
“Pam: sndie’ (Mono) and “Smart 
Woman” (Mono), $17,000. 


+> 





Last week, 


Op) o | 


vv 


Broadway Grosses 

| Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $595,000 
(Based on 14 theatres) 

Last Year $688,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 











H.0.'s Dull Det. 
But ‘Rope’ $24,000 


Detroit, Oct. 12. 
Despite Columbus Day, too many 
| holdevers are slowing up biz this 
| week. United Artists appears 
standout with “Rope.” Second 
stanza for “Loves of Carmen’’ still 
is solid at the Michigan, while 
“Apartment for Peggy’ at Fox is 
holding up well in second week. 
Estimates for This Weck 
Adams (Balaban) (1,740: 70-95)— 
“Tap Roots” (U) (4th wk). Steady 


$9.000. Last week, $10,000. 
Art-Cinema (Marten) (459: 60- 
90)—*Fternal Return” (Indie) and 
“Our Mr. Shakespeare” (Indie). 
Okay $6,000. Last week, “panic” 
(Indie) and “Shoe-Shine” (Indie) 


|(2d wk), big $7,000. 

Broadway - Capitol (United - De- 
troit) (3,000; 70-95)—‘‘Peabody and 
Mermaid” (U) and “Captain Boy- 
cott)) (Col). Mild $12,000 in 9 days. 


! 
Seattle Better; ‘Rope’ 


Snags Sturdy $13,000 
| 


Seattie, Oct. 12. 
Biz is getting some help from 
the holidays which are welcome 
‘because waterfront strike. sit- 
uation is no help. Best bet looks 
to be “Rope” at Orpheum. “Loves 
of Carmen” shapes fine at the 
, Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Binue Mouse (H-E) (800; 50-84) 
“Blandings” (SRO) and “Shed No 
| Tears” (SRO) (m.o.). Good $4,500. 
Last week, “Saxon Charm” (U) 
and “Bad Sister’ (U), oke $2,400 in 
4 days of second stanza. 





Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Rachel” (RKO) and “Mexico 
Mystery” (RKO) (2d wk).. Big 


$10,000 
$17,000. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 58-84 
—“Pitfall’” (UA) and “Close-Up” 
(EL). Slow $7,000. Last week, 
“Blandings” (SRO) and “Shed No 
Tears” (SRO) (3d wk), dandy 
$8,200. 

Liberty (Ind) (1,650; 50-84)— 
“Wrong Number” (Par) and “Black 
Eagle” (Col) (2d wk). Big $9,000 
after great $13,200 last week. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 50-84)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) and “Code 


after last week's great 


Scotland Yard” (Rep) (m.o.). Okay 
$3,700 in 6 days. Last week, 
“Feudin’’” (U) and “Shanghai 


Chest” (Mono) (2d wk), fine $3,700. 

Musie Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84}— 
“Luxury Liner’? (M-G) and “Night 
Wind” (20th) (2d wk). Good $8,000. 
Last week, nice $10,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
“Rope” (WB) and “Behind Locked 
Door” (EL). Sturdy $13,000. Last 
week, “Northwest Stampede” (EL) 

(Continued on page 16) 


‘Number’ Aces In 
Mild K. C.,$13,000 


Kansas City, Get. 12. 





Last week, “Texas,” Brooklyn, | 
Heaven (UA) and “Urubu” (UA), 
very dim $6,000 in 5 days. 
Downtown (Balaban) (2.863: 70- 
95) — “Lulu Belle” (Col) and 
“Gentleman from Nowhere” (Col). 
Fair $10,000. Last week, “The 


Search” (M-G) and 
North” (Indie), $8,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70- 
95)\—“‘Apartment for Peggy” (20th) 
and “Gay Intruder” (20th) (2d wk). 
Moderate $22,000 after $30,000 in 
first week. 

Michigan (U-D) (2,089: 70-95) — 
“Loves of Carmen” (Col! and 
“Triple Threat” (Col) (2d wk 
i Solid $20.000 after smash $34,900 
first round. 

Palms (U-D) (2.716; 70-95)—‘‘Pit- 
fall” (WA) and “Strawberry Roan” 
(Col) (2d wk). Down to good $14.- 
000 after nice $19,000 opener. 

United Artists (U-D) (2.976: 70- 
95'\—“Rope”’ (WB) and ‘Mystery in 
Mexico” (RKO). Big $24,000. Last 
week, “Velvet Touch” (RKO) and 
“Variety Time” (RKO), slow 
$11,000. 


D.C. Spotty and Offish 
But ‘Number’ Fast 186: 
‘Feudin’ ’-Vaude Dim 196 


Washington, Oct. 12. 
Mainstem show biz continues 
spotty and on the downside with 
some picture people predicting it 
will stay this way until after the 
election. Oddly enough while show 
biz is in the doldrums, retail stores 


“Nanook of 





in town are doing well. Top 
grosser of the week is “Sorry, 
Wrong Number,” with ‘“Feudin’, 


Fussin’”’ doing little better despite 
‘backing of a stage show. Else- 
where, biz is dull. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (2.434: 44-80)— 
“Feudin’, Fussin’”’ (U) plus vaude. 
Very thin $19,000 or less. Last 
week, “Luck of Irish” (20th) plus 
vaude, nice $23,000. 

Columbia (Loew's) (1.263: 44-74) 
--“Innocent Affair” (UA) (2d run). 
Weak $5,000. Last week, “Rose 
Washington Square” (20th) and 
“Slave Ship” (20th) (reissues), 
pleasing $7,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-74)— 
“Rachel and Stranger” (RKO) (2d 


wk). Tolerable $9.000 for 6 days. 
following good $17,000 , opening 
week. 


Metropolitan (WB) (1.163; 44-70) 
—‘‘Sofia” (FC). Okay $7,500. Last 
week. “Crusades” (Par) (reissue) 
$7500. 

Palace (Loew's) 
“Apartment for Pegy” (20th). Very 
disappointing $12,000. Last week, 
“Luxury Liner” (M-G), $13.000. 

Playhouse (‘Lopert) (432; 55-85) 
—‘Mine Own Executioner” (20th) 
(2d wk.). Good $4,500, after $5,- 


(2.370: 44-74)— 


500 opener. 
Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74)— 
“Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par). 


Class of town at fine $18.000. Last 
week. “Walk Crooked Mile” (WB), 
$15,000. 


Outlook for week is definitely 
mild, couple of days of unexpected 
chilly weather slowing trade 
“Sorry, Wrong Number” at Par- 
amount looks standout. “Innocent 
Affair” is only average at Midland. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (I’ox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“Flowing Gold” (WB) and 
“God’s Country and Woman” (WB) 
(reissues). Pleasing $4,000. Last 
week, “Fighting Seabees” (Rep) 
and “Flying Tigers” (Rep) (reis- 
sues), big $5,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 35-45-65) 
—‘‘Volpone” (Indie). Satisfactory 
$1,500. Last week, “The Damned” 
(Indie), $2,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Innocent Affair” (UA) and “Triple 
Threat’ (Col). Average $15,000. 
Last week, “Loves of Carmen” 
(Col) and “Surrender Dear” (Col), 
good $17,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1.900; 45-65)— 


“Blandings Dream House” (SRO) 
and “Big Punch” (WB) (2d wk). 
Nice $10,000. Last week, socko 


$16.000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par). 
Solid $13,000, and holdover. Last 
week. “Evil My Love” (Par), 
$11,000. 


Roxy (Durwood) (900: 45-65)— 


“Lulu Belle’ (Col) (2d wk). Thin 
$2,500 after mild $4,000. 
Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 


Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 800; 45-65). 
—‘Cry of City” (20th). Looks 
mild. $13,000 or near. Last week, 
“Luck of Irish” (20th), $14,000. 


‘Julia’ Behaves in Smash Fashion 


| 


| 


| 
| 


In N.Y, $155,000; ‘Romantic fs Far 
From That, 606; ‘Belinda’ Big 706, 2d 


Despite the manner in which 


several new bills sagged on their 


initial holdover weeks, Broadway 
firstrun theatres are getting a nice 
lift this stamza because taking in 
Columbus Day (yesterday) and the 
Jewish holiday (today). All-day 
rain last Friday (8) had dampen- 
ing effect instead of helping busi- 
ness, but the real damper was the 
World Series and the number of 
people tuned in via radio and tele- 
vision. This cut deeply into mat- 
inee trade at nearly all houses. 
Top newcomer is “Julia Mis- 
behaves” which is smash $155,000 


or better in first week at the Mu-| 


sic Hall. Not a new record but one 
of the big grosses for the Hall, and 
especially strong in view of many 
other sock pictures recently opened 
and conditions generally. 

The other new picture, “Isn't It 
Romantic?” with Erskine Hawkins 


‘band and Delta Rhythm Boys head- 


like category with 


ing stageshow, proved highly dis- | 
$1.25)—“ Rachel and Stranger” 


appointing at the Paramount. Pic- 
ture was pounced on by crix, and 
slow business prompted an early 
decision to hold it only a week, 
something unheard of in a long 


| (RKO) 


initial holdover round. First was 
smash $96,500, over expectancy. 
Stays on. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1.700; 76- 
$1.85)—“Walk Crooked Mile” (Col). 
Opened yesterday § (Tuwes.). la 
ahead, second week of “Saxon 
Charm” (0) (6 days) was very mild 
$12,000 after just passable $22,000 


opener. First week was below 
hopes. 
Giobe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50) 


—“Rope” (WB) (7th wk). Seventh 
round ending today (Wed.) looks 
to hold up in fine style at around 
$23 000 after soiid $24,000 for sixth 
albeit below hopes. Continues. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Hamilet” (U) (3d wk). Sec- 
ond week ended last (Tues.) night 
shapes to hit smash ($16,000 or 
practically capacity; first was in 
i $15,500, less 
matinee on opening Wednesday. 
in for run with seats now selling 
eight weeks in advance. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60- 


{4th-final wk). Fourth 
frame ending Friday (15) looks te 


‘gag to around $16,000 after good 


time at the Par flagship. Manage-| 


ment took on “Romantic” with 
small hope of it lasting long, with 
stageshow booked only for a single 
week plus options. Even with 
sneak preview Monday (11) and 


previewing of new show, Par looks | 


to hit only $60,000 or under, par- 
ticularly small in view of having 
benefit of Columbus Day. “Night 
Has Thousand Eyes” with Tony 
Pastor band and Vic Damone tép- 
ping stagebill opens (Wed.) today. 

Rivoli decided to call the second 


| —“Night 


week of “Innocent Affair” quits 
afier six days, bringing in “Gal-| 
lant Blade” yesterday (Twues.) 


Criterion treated 
in like manner after six days of 
second frame, opening “Walk A 
Crooked Mile” also yesterday. 
Neither were big in first weeks 


and fell off sharply in second 
rounds. 
“Red River” with DeMarcos, 


Rose Marie and Nat Brandwynne 
band is holding up to big $87,000 
in second Capitol week. “Johnny 
Belinda’ with Freddy Martin band 
also is sock with $70,000 at Strand. 
“Hamlet” is virtually capacity at 
$16.000 in second week at Park 
Avenue, and in for a run. 


“Saxon Charm”) 


$23,000 for third. “Mourning Be- 


comes Electra” (RKO) opens on 
pop scale Saturday (16). 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-95) — 


“Angels With Dirty Faces” (WB) 
and “Drive By Night” (WB) (re- 
issues). Opened yesterday (Tues.). 
In ahead, “Walls of Jericho” (20th) 
and “Deep Waters’ (20th) (2d 
runs), oke $9,500 in 6 days. 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
Has Thousand Eyes” 
(Par) plus Tony Pastor orch, Vie 
Damone, Rochelle & Beebe on- 
stage. Opens today (Wed.) follow- 
ing preview yesterday ({Tues.). 
Last week, “Isn't It Romantic?” 
(Par), Erskine Hawkins orch, Delia 
Rhythm Boys topping stagebill, hit 
very thin $60,000 or less even in- 
cluding Columbus Day (Tues.) biz 
and preview boost, lowest here in 


years. In ahead, “Wrong Number” 


“Cry of City” plus Danny Thom-_ 


as, Marie McDonald, iceshow top- 


ping stage layout is doing fairly | 


well at $90,000 in second week at 
Roxy but stays only two more days, 
with “Apartment for Peggy” and 


Kay Thompson and Williams Bros. § cow — “Gallant 


opening next Friday (15). 


(Par), Carmen Cavallaro orch (5th 
wk), sturdy $70,009. 

Radie City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5.945: 80-$2.40)—“Julia 
Misbehaves” (M-G) and stageshow. 
First week ending today (Wed_) is 
headed for smash $155,000 and 
possibly better, one of top figures 
for house. being helped by two 
holidays. Last week. “Good Sam” 
(RKO) (3d wk), mild $113,000. 

Rialte (Mage) (594: 44-°9:—“16 
Fathoms Deep” (Mono) (2d wk). 
First week ended last (Tues.) night 
was near fine $12,000. Holds. In 


ahead, “Ape Man” (FC) and “Wojf 
Man” (FC) reissues), $10,000. 

Riveli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60- 

Blade” (Col). 

Opened yesterday (Tues). In 


“Rachel and Stranger” moves ahead, second week (6 days) of 


out of Mayfair on same day after ~ 


four streng weeks, ‘Mourning Be- 


comes Electra” opening on Satur- | 


day (16). 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) | J 5 
(12th-final “Cry of City” (20th) with Dany 
Down to mere $6,000 in 11th | Thomas, Marie McDonald, Shyret- 
week ended last Monday (11) night | tos, iceshow 

Stays | days). Second session ended last 


—‘Babe Ruth Story” 
wk). 


after slim $6.400 for 10th. 


Innocent Affair” (UA) tumbled to 
$16,000. First round for “Affair” 
was ee okay $23,000 includi 
extra half-day since film 


on Tuesday right 


Rexy (20th) (5.886: 80-$1.80)— 


onstage (3d wk-2 


only this (12th) week with “Song | (Tues.) night slipped down to $90,- 


Is Born” opening Oct. 19. 


| 
| 


000, very good, with holidays boost- 


Capitol ‘Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) ing take. First was solid $117,000. 


—‘‘Red River” 


(UA) plus DeMar- Stays two extra days to get Friday 


cos, Rose Marie, Nat Brandwynne (15) opening for “Appointment For 


orch (2d wk). Holding 


in fine Peggy” (20th) with Kay Thompson 


style with big $87,000 or near for and Williams Bros.. Rolly Rolls, 
| Ben Beri and “Rhythm in Plaid’ 





Sultry $26,000, ‘Number’ Socko 186 


Cleveland, Oct. 12. 
Town went completely baseball- 
batty over the weekend World 
Series games here and the Cieve- 
land Indians’ league victories, but 
the terrific competish did not 


damage downtown theatres as 
much as the nabe houses.  Al- 
though matinee biz sagged, huge 


influx of visitors made film turn- 
stiles spin faster at night. 

“Loves of Carmen” caught the 
largest after-dark trade at Palace 
where set for two weeks. State 
also drawing strongly with “Sorry, 
Wrong Number.” 

Estimates fer This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70}— 
“Race Street” (RKO). Moving 
briskly with $15,000 or better. Last 
week, “Forever Amber” (20th) pop- 
priced showing, not so big at 
$13.000. 

Hipp ‘Warners) (3,700; 55-70 
“Rope” (WB) (2d wk). Slowing up 


to fine $16,000 following smart 
$23,500 last week. 

Lower Mall (Community) 
55-70i'—‘Fanny” (ndie). 


i 
| 


j 
] 
} 





(570; holdover frame still 
Pushed $70,000 or near, after 


—————=! jceeshow onstage. 


Cleve. Series Wins Lift Biz: ‘Carmen’ 


State (Loew's) (3.450; 80-$1.50)— 
“Loves of Carmen” (Col) (6th wk). 
Sixth stanza ending today (Wed.) 
holding strongly at $23,000 after 
fine $25,000 for fifth. “Three Mus- 
keteers” (M-G) now tentatively set 
to open Oct. 20. 

Strand (WB) (2.756; 76-$1.50)— 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB) with 


Freddy Martin orch, Calgarys 
heading stagebill (2d wk). Initial 
great at 
sockeroo 


in Saturday (9); sighting ordinary $75,000 first week albeit 2 bit be- 


$3 000 


Ohio (‘Loew’s) 
“Innocent Affair’ 
Good $6,000. 
Glory” (Par), nice $6,000 in 6 days. 


(1,200; 55-70)— 
(UA) ({(m.o.). 


Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70)— 
“Loves of Carmen” (Col). A real! 
socker at $26,000 or near. Holds. | 


Last week, “Tap Roots’ (U) (2d 
wk), lively $15,000. 
State ‘Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70)~ 


“Sorry, Wrong Number” 


Exira soiid $18.606. Last week, 


“Innocent Affair” (UA), $14,500 in 
6 days 
Stillman 
“Peabody and Mermaid” (U). 
prisingly snappy $7,500. 
week, “Evil My 
37,000 in 6 days. 


Last week, “Beyond | 





(Loew's) (2.700; 55-70) 

Sur- “Two Guys 

Last “Daredevils 

Love” (Par), big ‘m.o.). 
\ 


Last week, “Life, Loves! low expectations. Stays on indef. 
Tschaikovsky” (Indie), weak $2,000. | 





‘Trish’ Bangap $18,500, 
Deaver; ‘Larency’ 116 


Denver, Oct. 12. 
In a session hurt by a few weak 
showings, “Luck of Irish” teamed 
with “Escape” looks to land tep 


(Par), Coin at Denver and Esquire. Two 


eollese feotha!l! games over the 
weekend took a tol! at the wickets. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Aladdin (‘Fox (1400; 35-74)— 
Texas” (WB) and 
of Clouds” fRep) 
Big $5,000. Last week, “One 
(Continued on page 16) 
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SEPTEMBER BOXOFFICE CHAMPION 
AND VARIETY SCOREBOARD HIT! 


BETTY GRABLE - DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, Jr. 


ale nts Le oe | 


No COLOR BY Rinsacantteto il Pro hbnnte and pirecied abbr ERNST — 


months in 
- 1 ame atin HOLDEN « Su 
VICTOR MATURE - RICHARD CONTE | 4 APARTMENT FOR PEGGY 


cocor ay TECHNICOLOR 


anager Produced by | Directéd and Written for the Screen by GEORGE SEATON 
a ao ere SOL ¢. SIEGEL | | Produced by WILLIAM PERLBERG 
CENTURY-FOX siiiieg . << Was 


Mes 
cro 








a3 


n*,, cas AG, ee. ‘ ‘ ae : 
IDA LUPINO- CORNEL WILDE {|. ~— BETTY GRABLE - DAN DAILEY 


: : TE HOLM - RICHARD WIDMARK |. 

Picture CELES M ° a . OUSE » WHEN MY BABY SMILES AT ME 
, 7 S coor sy TECHNICOLOR 

Herald S list Produced by EDWARD CHODOROV ; 


Directed by JEAN NEGULESCO Directed by WALTER LANG + Produced by GEORGE JESSEL 


on Motion 





REX HARRISON « LINDA DARNELL 
RUDY VALLEE - BARBARA LAWRENCE 


Champions eee GREGORY ANNE | RICHARD 


PECK « BAXTER - WIDMARK 
LAG = YELLOW SKY UNFAITHFULLY YOURS 


company to ARSE a oa 
mate — nein te: 
list EVERY 
MONTH to 
date in “48! 





eee . AND World Premiere November 4, Rivoli Theatre, N.Y. 


DARRYL F. ZANUCK presents 


OLIVIA de HAVILLAND 
THE SNAKE PIT 


also Starring MARK STEVENS and LEO GENN 


Directed by ANATOLE LITVAK + Produced by ANATOLE LITVAK and ROBERT BASSLER 
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The Gallant Blade 
(COLOR) 


» bia release of Irving Starr pro- 
Pha me Stars Larry Parks, Marguerite 


’ : features Victor Jory, George 
Ready. Directed by Henry Levin. 
Screenplay, Walter Ferris, Morton 


Grant; additional dialog, Wilfrid Pettitt; 





film, definitely sets up the French- 
born actor as a comedy star of first 


almost direct contrast to the harsh, 
romantic 
David O. Selznick’s “Paradine 
Case,” his U. S. breaker - inner. 





| 
} 


juvenile he played in 


Jourdan doesn’t miss a bet in milk- 


ing the script for every laugh 
available. Those newly - revealed 
talents, plus his s.a. appeal for the 
femmes, should make him a top 
boxoffice draw. 

Arnold Manoff, who penned the 
original screenplay, 
idea to start with but partially 


| ruined its effectiveness by overdo- 


n story by Ted Thomas and Ed- 

— Dein: camera (Cinecolor), Burnett 
Guffey, Charles Lawton; editor, Viola 
Lawrence; musical director, M. W. Sto- 
loft; score, George Duning. Tradesaown 
N.Y., Oct. 11, 48. Running time, 81 MINS. | 
Lt. David Picard..........+.- Larry Parks | 
anon de Lartigues Marguerite Chapman | 
teenenell eS eT See eee Victor Jory | 
General Cadeau........ George MacReady 
Madame Chauyignac......... Edith King | 
Paul Brissac.....-..--+++: Michael Duane | 
General de la Garance... -Onslow Stevens | 
Sergeant Jacques.......+--- Peter Brocco | 
Major Lanier.....-+5--+++« Tim Huntley | 
Henri a eee Pee Ross Ford | 
Geor@geS «6+ - sess seeeeeees Paul Campbell | 
Lawrenc@® .....-scesceses . .. Fred Sears 
Sergeant Martine........ Nedrick Young 
Duc d@’ Orleans.....----+-+-- Wilton Graff 





“The Gallant Blade” is a de luxe 
swashbuckler slated for solid b.o. 
reception in all situations. Built 
along straight action lines and aim- 
ing directly for the ready-made 
market for such fare, this pic can’t 
miss with its pace, color and potent 
marquee values. Once again, as in 
Columbia's “The Swordsman,” 
Larry Parks has a surefire role in 
a period costume saga whose es- 
capist appeal will cut across all 
age levels. 

Handsomely tinted, this film 
shows the best results achieved 
to date by the Cinecolor process. 
Careful attention to costuming, in- 
terior decorating and lighting and 
exterior shooting has made _ pos- 
sible well-defined but naturalistic 
tinting. The expert color job is 
typical of the pic’s overall pro- 
duction mounting, which has that 
luxurious, velvetine surface usu- 
ally demanded for this type of 
entertainment. 

Chief credit for this film’s sturdy 
qualities, however, belongs to di- 
rector Henry Levin. Aided by a 
straightforward script, Levin keeps 
the action rolling with headlong 
speed, cramming the celluloid with 
sword and gunplay, cross-country 


| over - usage of 


ing it. Particularly at fault is the 
the off - camera 


| “voices,” supposed to be the con- 


chases, intrigue and other strata- | 


gems to keep the customers, par- 
ticularly the kids, in a boil. But 
while this pie doesn’t contain a 
single subtle gesture, it also avoids 
crudity. It’s hoss opera with fancy 
trimmings. 

Cloak-and-dagger yarn is set in 
17th Century France when, accord- 
ing to the script’s loose history, a 
struggle broke out between the 
ruling warmongering faction and a 
group of peace-loving generals and 
soldiers. Victor Jory, as the heavy, 
attempts to crush the rebels by 
kidnapping a popular’ general, 
George MacReady, but Parks, as 


'man Lioyd ditioes 


the latter’s adjutant, stymies the | 


plan by outwitti its execution 
and out-duelling his opponents in 
the nick of time. 

Too close an examination of the 

lot mechanics is unnecessary, and 
vesides, it’s blocked by no less 
than four stirring fencing matches 
which compensate for any holes in 
the yarn. Romantic angles are in- 
jected via a love affair between 
Marguerite Chapman, Jory’s espio- 
nage agent, and Parks, but the 
action never trips over this phase 
of the story. 

As a bouncing swordsman, Parks 
delivers neatly by playing the he- 
roics for all they are worth, but 
not more. Miss Chapman also reg- 
isters with a neat performance that 
doesn't overstrain the emotions. 
Jory cops thesping henors with his 
smoothly sinister portrait of a 
court bigwig.. MacReady also con- 
tributes a strong supporting per- 
formance and the rest of the large 


cast acquit themselves competently. | 


Herm. 


Neo Minor Viees 
Metro release of Enterprise (Lewis 


Milestone) production, directed by Mile- | 


Stone. Stars Dana Andrews, Lilli Palmer, 
Louis Jourdan; features Jane Wyatt, Nor- 
man Lloyd. Original scre y, Arnold 
Manoff; editor, Robert P >; camera, 
George Barnes; music, Franz Waxman. 
Tradeshown, N. Y., Sept. 7, *48. Running 
time, 96 MINS. 


POUCH BIE 6.680 ea vxecke Dana 

DT BAND. «cccccececamn Lili Palmer 
Otavio Quaglini........... Louis J 

Miss Darlington...........-- Jane Wyatt 
Dr. Sturdivant... ..ccsccees Norman Lloyd 
Mr. Zitsfleisch........... Bernard Gorcey 
ees WTS: 6 awk 40 8%6 &a Rey Roberts 
a. ern Fay Baker 
MU, Ure Ad  ckbeetees Sharon McManus 
mere. FRPRORY «oi 66acs cevwoun n 
on, ed Ree. Beau Bridges 
ee Frank Kreig 
Receptionist...............- Kay Williams 
WOM Prva ss. 466 dobre ee\ Mae Bobby Hyatt 


“No Minor Vices,” first Enter- 
prise production to be released 
by Metro, is an attempt at the 
type of sophisticated comedy pat- 
terned originally by such cinema 
clicks as “It Happened One Night.” 
Film is neatly paced and contains 
its quota of laughs but lacks the 
touch instilled in those earlier ef- 
forts. As a result, it will go okay 
in the key cities but may find it 
tough sledding in the hinterlands 
because of its hyper-sophistication. 
Picture will have to depend there 
strictly on its word of-mouth, since 
Dana Andrews, Lilli Palmer and 
louis Jourdan haven’t Sufficient 
marquee lure for any really big 
Davolt 

“Vices.” 


, marking Jourdan’s sec- 
on C 


appearance in an American 


sciences of the three leads. Eugene 
O’Neill employed this device best 


in his “Strange Interlude” and 
Manoff could have had _ equally 
good results, but overdid it. Ef- 
fectiveness of Bernard Gorcey as 
a cigar- maker who watches the 
goings-on among the three stars 
from a window across the way is 


also partially negated by too con- 
stant usage. 

Andrews is cast as a successful 
young pediatrician, who enjoys life 
to the full until he hooks up with 
Jourdon by inviting him to his of- 
fices to sketch some “real life.” 
Painter immediately throws both 
the doctor’s practice and private 
life into a turmoil by demon- 
strating, via his sketches, the real 
character of all with whom he 
comes into contact. He then makes 
a play for Miss Palmer (Andrews’ 
wife), and the latter consents 
against his better judgment to let 
him portrait her. The green eye 
then rears its head in some hilari- 
ous sequences, but Jourdan gets a 
sudden change of heart and reveals 
in his painting that Andrews and 
his frau should stick together, and 
bows politely out of the picture. 

Under the slick directorial touch 
of. Lewis Milestone, who doubled 
from his producing job, the cast 
is good from the stars to the small- 
est bit player. Both Andrews and 
Miss Palmer, also switching from 
their usual heavier-type roles, 
shine with surprising comedic tal- 
ents. Andrews is particularly good 
in one sequence where he imagines 
how best to break up a supposed 
tete-a-tete between Jourdan and 
his wife. Jane Wyatt is fine as 
Andrews’ romantic nurse and Nor- 
as the doc’s 
milquetoast assistant. 

While the film isn’t a spectacle 
by any means, Milestone has pro- 
vided it with some expensive-look- 


| 


had a good | 


|ing production trappings, in keep- | 








ing with its sophisticated formula. 
Camera work is excellent, as is 
Franz Waxman’s score. The special 
photographic effects also rate a 
nod. Stal. 


Macbeth 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Republican release of Mercury produc- 
tion (Orson Welles) directed by and 


starring Welles. Features Jeanette Nolan, | 


Dan O’Herlihy, Roddy McDowall, Edgar 
Barrier, Alan Napier. From the play by 
William Shakespeare; camera, John L. 
Russell; editor, Leuis Lindsay; score, 
Jacques Ibert, conducted by Efrem Kurtz. 


Previewed (<1. 7, *48. Running time, 106 . 


MINS. 

M: i sends amped ae es Orson Welles 
Lady Macbeth. ........-... Jeanetie Nolan 
arp era 2 Dan O'Herlihy 
CN 55.64 ba peeaunda Roddy McDowall 
SSeS B.C 
A Hely Father.........-. Alan Napier 
EE 4s. oicxs 6 edeenes Erskine Sanford 
cee ecko cebhed as John Dierkes 
Deas isd awsedaadseese Keene Curtis 
Lady Macduff.........-..- Peggy Webber 
SE « a 54 ss cenesbeocess Lionel Braham 
Wee Geer... cccsccees- Archie Heugly 
le cnet eb bee ae ...Jerry Farber 
Macduff Child........ Christopher Welles 
Di ritebesdetnd ite ass = Morgan Farley 
Gentlewoman........... Lurene ‘Tuttle 
First Murderer ....... Brainerd Duffield 
Second Murderer........ William Alland 
DE 636440 s0nd cestatnd George Chirello 
Be PN xo an c0seccoces ..Gus Schilling 
{ Brainerd Duffield 

The Three... ...s.ccc. / Lurene Tuttle 

| Peggy Webber 
William Shakespeare’s ‘“Mac- 
beth” will survive its latest 


interpretation. Orson Welles’ ver- 
sion undoubtedly is gratifying to 
the producer-director-star. To Bard 
purists it will be considerably less. 
On the art circuit, with emphasis 
on the Wellesian treatment, some 
initial interest can be stirred. 
Curiosity factor is strong regarding 
how Welles interprets Shakespeare, 
but results are not likely to please. 
On the genera! situation route, 
“Macbeth” doesn’t look like a com- 
mercial success. Shakespeare 1s 
b.o. only in some class versions 
when given specialized treatment 
in art spots. Latter is best hope for 
Welles’ idea of Shakespeare—and 
it is such a personalized version 
that the controversy it might stir 
could mean extra ticket sales. — 
Production was comparatively in- 
expensive for this day of high costs 
—and looks it. Mood is as dour as 
the Scottish moors and_ crags 
that background the plot. Film is 
crammed. with scenery-chewing 
theatrics in the best Shakespearean 
manner with Welles dominating 
practically every bit of footage. 


| tures 


magnitude. He’s cast as a Bohe- 
mian-type artist who almost| 
wrecks the married life of Andrews | 
and Miss Palmer. The role is in| 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Gallant Blade” (Color) 
(Col). Solid swashbuckling ad- 
venture pic. starring Larry 
Parks. 

“No Minor Vices” 
M-G). Dana Andrews, 
Palmer, Louis Jourdan 
hyper-sophisticated comedy. 

“Maebeth” (Rep). Wellesian 
interpretation of Shakespeare 
may rate some attention on 
the art circuit; no pop appeal. 

“Million Dollar Weekend” 
(EL). Implausible melodrama 
for the duals. 

“The Strange Mrs. Crane” 
(EL). Lightweight program- 
mer fo blackmail and murder. 

“Back Trail’ (Mono). Below- 
average Johnny Mack Brown 
western. 

“Appointment for Murder” 
(FC Average whodunit in the 
“Falcon” series. 

“Without Prejudice” (Rus- 
sian Semi-documentary tale 
of New Guinea; passable for 
Russo language spots. 

“When Love Calls” (Italian). 
Sexy farce comedy, O.K. for 
Italian-language houses. 


(Ent- 
Lilli 
in 








Only a few of the Bard’s best lines 
are audible. The rest are lost’ in 
strained, dialectic gibbering that is 
only sound, not prose. At best, 
Shakepeare dialog requires close 
attention; but even intense concen- 
tration can’t make intelligible the 
reading by 
the cast. 


“Macbeth,” the play, devotes 
considerable time to depicting 
femme influence on the male to 
needle his vanity and ambition 


into murder for a kingdom. ‘“Mac- 


beth,” the film, devotes that foot- 
age to the male’s reaction to the 


femme needling. Several Shakes- 
peare characters have been turned 
into a Welles-introduced one, a 
Holy Father. There are similar bits 
of Wellesian license taken through- 
out, with which there would have 
been no quarrel had they been an 
improvement. 

Welles introduces Jeanette 
lan as Lady Macbeth. Her read- 
ing is best in the “out, damned 
spot” scene. Dan O’Herlihy fares 
best as Maeduff, his reading hav- 
ing the clearest ennunciation. 
Others are only adequate in tossing 
straight lines for Welles. Gloom of 
the play is aptly expressed in sack- 
cloth costuming and _ fog-bound, 
barren settings against which 
“Macbeth” is played. Lensing is 
low-key, and full of trick angles 
that are distracting. Musical score 
by Jacques Ibert is excellent. 

Brog. 


Million Dollar Weekend 


(SONGS) 

Eagie Lion release of Masque (Matty 
Kemp) production. Stars Gene Raymond, 
Stephanie Paull, Francis Lederer: fea- 
Robert Warwick, Patricia Shay. 
James Craven, Royal Hawaiian Serenad- 
ers. Directed by Raymond. Screen- 
play. Charles S. Belden; original story, 


No- 


| Kemp and Raymond; camera, Paul Ivano; 
| songs. Dorothy Daniels, Dorothy Roberts. 


Paul Koy. Previewed in N. Y. Oct. 7, ’48. 


Running time, 73 MINS. 

Nicholas Lawrence........ Gene Raymond 
Cynthia Strong..........- Stephanie Paull 
Bie TEASE... .ccccescss Francis Lederer 
Dave Dietrich............Robert Warwick 
Oe 3sko. See Cl el | 
Dr. George Strong......... James Craven 


Weighed down by an implausible 
story, “Million Dollar Weekend”’ is 
a passive dual entry. Its characters 
are unrealistic and a further handi- 
eap is the excessive attention to 
United Airlines, Napoleon brandy 
and name plaques of prominent 
San Francisco hotels. This frank 
amount of commercialism may ir- 
ritate some exhibitors. 

Original story of Gene Raymond 
and Matty Kemp, who directed and 
produced respectively, may have 
looked good on paper. All the ac- 
tion is compressed within a week- 
end. Worried over his business af- 


‘fairs, brokerage partner Raymond 


decides to flee to Shanghai with 


$1,000,000 of his firm’s securities | 


and cash. Aboard a plane en route 
to Honolulu, he becomes involved 


with two fellow passengers, widow | 


Stephanie Paull, and Francis 
Lederer, who’s trying to blackmail 
her. 


.In a series of clumsy mistakes. 


Raymond loses his haul to Lederer | 


in an Hawaiian hotel. Chasing the 


thief back to San Francisco, he re- | 


gains the loot after a long-antici- 
pated fistic battle. 
that he had wrongly absconded in 
the first place, returns to his office 
with the money. Final fadeout 
comes in Honolulu a month later, 
where both: Raymond and Miss 
Paull had romantically agreed to 
meet again should their problems 
be adjusted. 

Raymond appears strangely non- 
aggressive in view of Lederer’s 
constant needling. When the fight 
does come, it’s largely anti-cli- 
matic. Lederer tends to overplay 
his part of the blackmailer. 
Paull’s acting talents aren’t 
ticularly tested by a role which 
calls for her to emulate a clining- 


Welles and others in’ 


Then feeling’ 


Miss | 
par-_ 


whatsoever of her own. 





| P 
eral musical sequences. 


bers, “My Destiny” and ‘Where 
Have You Been?”’, by Dorothy 


‘Daniels and Dorothy Roberts, are | 


;mediocre material, as is “Heaven 
|in Blue Hawaii” by Paul Koy. Ray- 


vine tvpe with no resourcefulness 


| Spliced into the footage are sev- 
Two num- 


However, despite its pat plot, the 
film is fast moving and rates as @ 
suitable entry to round out the 
lower half of the double bills. 
There’s an international back- 
ground to the yarn which revolves 
around a brace of stolen paintings. 


|This time, John Calvert as the 


; 
; 


Falcon, is an insurance investiga- 


/mond’s direction is uneven while tor who’s searching for the can- 


'Matty Kemp’s production values vanses 


reflect a moderate budget. 
Ivano’s lensing is satisfactory. 
Gilb. 


] 


} 


‘The Strange Mrs. Crane 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Eagle Lion release of John Sutherland 


production. Stars Marjorie Lord, Robert 


Shayne. Pierre Watkin, James Seay; fea 
tures Ruthe Brady. Claire Whitney, Mary 
Gerdon Directed bys Sherman Scott 
Screenplay Al Martin: original § story, 
Frank Buri, Robert Libott: camera, Jack 
Greenhalgh: editor, Martin Cohn. At 
Vegue. Hollywood, Oct. 8, °48 tunning 
time, 59 MINS. 

Gina Crane Marjorie Lord 
Floyd Durant Robert Shayne 
Clinton Crane Pierre Watkin 
Deeg aOR... .cccveate James Seay 
Barbara Arnold Ruthe Brady 
Edna Emmerson Claire Whitney 
PO = 5 ss0 otacnell sensccou Mary Gordon 
Marlow - Chester Clute 
Jennetie Woods Dorothy Granger 
McLean Charles Williams 


“The Strange Mrs. Crane” is pro- 
gram melodrama that will just get 


| sinister as the thief. 


by in supporting bookings. For all | 
iis meller implications, suspense 


and action are lacking. 

Lightweight plot is the one about 
a former badger game expert now 
married to an elderly candidate for 
governor. When her former part- 


ner in crime shows up and tries} 


blackmail, she murders him. An- 
other femme is accused and tried 
for murder. The real killer is jury 


foreman and when the accused is| 


convicted the court clerk gets a 
personal letter instead of the jury 
verdict. Letter hangs the rap on 
the politico’s wife for the windup. 

Cast troupes hard to get some 
life into the contrived plotting but 
trite dialog and situations are tough 
barriers to hurdle. Sherman Scott’s 


direction suffers from same handi- | oo; 


caps. Marjorie Lord is the femme 
crook turned respectable and Rob- 
ert Shayne is her ex-partner. 


Ruthe Brady does the accused and | 


Pierre Watkin is the old husband. 

John Sutherland’s production 

values are adequate to budget 

‘expenditure. Lensing and other 
technical credits are standard. 
Brog. 


Back Trail 
Moriogram release of Barney Sarecky 
production, Stars Johnny Mack Brown; 
features Raymond Hatton. Directed by 
Christy Cabanne. Screenplay, J. Benton 
Cheney. At New York theatre. N. Y., 
week Oct. 5. ’48. Running time, 57 MINS. 


Johnny .. ....... Johnny Mack Brown 
Casoose ..Raymond Hatton 
DE inxs asenyche ct cs saue Mildred Coles 
Lacey aaed ae Marshall Reed 
OE n .0.0.605.05.005.54 65.60 eee 
PT 20 vhde bh 606 429088500 Snub Pollard 
|. £TTe wee ee, CU 
| Gilmore............ 





Margaret Robertson... 
Thompson 





........Pierce Lyden | sent the 


both in Hollywood and 


Paul | Italy in behalf of his employers 


who've paid off a claim on their 
loss. 

Before the old masters are re- 
trieved, Calvert has a busy time of 
it in outwitting culprit Jack 
Reitzen as well as analyzing the 
complicity of art gallery owner 
Catherine Craig in the matter. Ai- 
though a mild amount of suspense 
is generated by Don Martin's 
screenplay, adapted from the Joel 
Malone and Harold Swanton orig- 
inal, most whodunit fans won’t 
have any difficulty in anticipating 
the plot's movements. 

Calvert is suave and forthright 
as the private investigator, Miss 
Craig seems rather youthful to be 
the proprietor of a swank art gal- 
lery, but handles her role com- 
petently enough. Reitzen is amply 
Lyle Talbet 
has little to do as the insurance 
company head. Supporting cast is 
generally adequate. Jack Bern- 
hard’s production values afe good 


as is also his direction. Walter 
Strenge’s camerawork measures 
up. Gilb. 


Without Prejadice 


(RUSSIAN) 
Artkino release of Popular 
Film Studios (USSR. release. Stars 
Sergei Kurilov. Directed by Alexander 
Razumni. Screenplay. V. M. Volkenstem, 
Alexei Speshnev; camera, Boris Petrov: 
English titles, Charles Clement. At Stan- 
ley, N. Y.,. starting Oct. 9, °48. Running 

time, 90 MINS. : 
Nikolai Miklukho-Maclay . Sergei Kurilov 
Galina Grigoryeva 
Dmitri Budarov 
Jim Komogorov 
Mikhail Astangoyv 
mbede aeendmdn se ak« Weyland Rodd 
FE Seep Rebert Robinson 


Science 


(In Russian; English Titles) 

This semi-documentary jungle 
yarn is purportedly based on the 
life of Nikolai Miklukho-Maclay, 
a 19th century Russian explorer 
and scientist. Story would have the 
audience believe he was first white 
man to set foot on the Maclay 
coast of New Guinea. Film is too 
elongated for what actually tran- 
spires on the screen but it may de 
okay in the few Russian-language 
theatres in the U. S. 

Director Alexander Razumni 
obviously was overcome with the 
idea that he was directing a jungle 
opus, and the simple story is not 
helped by the annoyingly slow 
pace. American audiences will re- 
corny flagwaving for the 
great Russian cause. Both Russian 


“Back Trail” is a so-so Johnny | and Negro players appear in this 


| Mack Brown oater. There are a 
/Minimum of chase scenes, and the 
fisticuff sequences are also seldom 
/ exciting, with none of the partici- 
‘pants really cutting loose. This 
entry is strictly for the action sit- 
| uations and the Sat. mat trade. 

There’s a little blackmail mixed 
up in this tale. Saloonkeeper 
Pierce Lyden, who leads the out- 
| laws, knows banker Ted Adams did 
a little time in stir in his younger 
days and threatens to expose him 
unless he kicks in with information 
on gold shipment departures. Suf- 
fice it that special investigator 
Brewn gets to the bottom of all 
this in liesurely fashion. 

Brown mechanically moves his 
dukes through a couple brawls 
with the outlaws. The former 
Alabama gridiron champ has been 
a lot more convincing in some 
his previous outdoor sagas. Ray- 
mond Hatton is okay as his side- 


_kick, while Lyden and Adams do! is 


os Sa they can with stereotyped 

roles. 

eked this one out on an obviously 

slim budget. Christy Cabanne’s 

direction is fair as is the eonne- 
‘ ilb. 





Appointment With 
Marder 


Film Classics release of Falcon (Jack 
| Bernhard) preduction. Directed by Bern- 
hard. Stars John Calvert; features Cath- 
erine Craig, 
Screenplay, Don Martin; original story, 
| Joel Malone, Harold Swanton. on 
character created by Michael Arlen; cam- 
era, Walter Strenge; editer, 
Clark; music, Karl Hajos. Previewed 
N. ¥. Oct. 7, °*48. Running time, 67 MINS. 
Falcon Kou ide Ste 
Lorraine .. 


WOON £3.66 cad eatpawsan . Jack Reitzen 
BOOG. BMPs cs ccccissccess ee ee 
Cn SR, 6 6t.ackebeaseoe Robert Conte 
Pree y= ..Fred Brocco 
ere ee .. Ben Welden 
Farelia aaa Carlos Schipa 
Italian Woman os . Ann Demitri 
Customs Officer .... ; Pat Lane 
Butler Erie Wilton 


' Baggage Clerk eS Tee 
Baggage Clerk No. 2 

Miss Connors 
Thug No. 1 


Robert Nadell 
Michaei Mark 
Carole Donne 
Gene Carrick 


Thug No. 2 Frank Richards 
SE tit inn ab 0.00 oh oe on wae Carl Sklover 
Detective .....Jay Griffith 
Hotel Clerk .... Jack Chefe 

As the latest in the “Falcon” 


series, “Appointment with Murder” 
is familiar action-mystery 


; 
; 
; 





| 
| 


i 
| 


distinguish themselves 
and prove nothing 


neither 
icularly, 
that has not already been seen ia 


American screen productions. 
Plot has Sergei Kurilov, Moscow 
stage star, going to New Guinea te 


study the habits, lives and prob- 
lems of natives. There is the by- 
now familiar stunt of having the 
native boy become ill, a touch of 
voodooism, etc.. none of it done 
with much excitement. 

Kurilov does nicely as the Rus- 
sian explorer while Jim Komogo- 
rov, billed as the son of a Negro 
and a Russian woman, contributes 
a deft performance as the native 
boy who goes along with the ex- 


'plorer on his expedition. Weyland 


of | 


{ 


{ 


Producer Barney Sarecky | Russian standard. 





Jack Reitzen, Lyle Talbot. | 


Asa Boyd | 


John Calvert | 
Catherine Craig | 


Rodd, credited with being a popu- 
lar Negro actor in the Soviet 
Union, makes a nice characteriza- 
tion of the New Guinea tribal 
chief. 

Alexander Razumni’s direction 
far from inspired and Boris 
Petrov’s lensing is not up 4 usual 
ear. 





When Leve Calis 


(Sengs) 
(ITALIAN) 
Superfilm release production 
Stars Gino "Bechi. Dineeted by Camitie 


; music, Fernando 
—. At Golden C 


inema. N. Y., starting 


Oct. 8, *48. Running time, 106 MINS. 
Claudio Tancredi...... ..Gino Bec 
Anna Tancredi ..... Silvana Pampan 
Es rcdache sepa bie soa eat o Ti 
emmy ceheihSeus ba008 Liliane Laine 
Maestro Marconi Carlo Romano 


Squarcione .... . Gino Saltamerenda 


(In Italian; English Titles) 

“When Love Calls,” despite 
some great singing by Gino Bechi, 
popular Italian baritone, is disap- 
pointing as compared with recent 
productions from Italy. It is one 
of those farce comedies with musie 
and a liberal dose of sex that 
misses mainly because producers 
overlooked Bechi’s vocal ability in 
favor of a lot of silly chasing over 
the countryside. Also, the rather 


.torrid love sequences could have 


stuff. | 


been developed instead of side- 
tracked in favor of this chase. De- 


(Continued on page 18) 
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GREER GARSON + WALTER PIDGEON 
in“JULIA MISBEHAVES. PETER 
LAWFORD >: ELIZABETH TAYLOR + CESAR 
ROMERO + Lucile Watson + Nigel Bruce 
Mary Boland + Reginald Owen _ + Screen Play 
by William Ludwig, Harry Ruskin and Arthur 
Wimperis » Adaptation by Gina Kaus and 
Monckton Hoffe » Based Upon the Novel “The 
Nutmeg Tree” by Margery Sharp + Directed 
by JACK CONWAY Produced by EVERETT 
RISKIN + A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


* 
M-G-M presents Alexandre Dumas’ “THE 
THREE MUSKETEERS” starring LANA 
TURNER « GENE KELLY + JUNE ALLYSON 
VAN HEFLIN + ANGELA LANSBURY 
FRANK MORGAN + VINCENT PRICE 
KEENAN WYNN «+ JOHN SUTTON 
GIG YOUNG « Color by TECHNICOLOR 
Screen Play by Robert Ardrey + Directed 
by GEORGE SIDNEY + Produced by 
PANDRO S. BERMAN 


P.$. Song Note! The fans are adding to their hit parade of tunes from “A DATE WITH 
JUDY” these two numbers: “Cooking With Glass” by Ray Gilbert and Luis Oliveira, 
and “‘Cuanto Le Gusta” by Ray Gilbert and Gabriel Ruiz (Sung by Carmen Miranda). 








Wednesday, October 13, 1948 


WO BIG 
OPENINGS! 


———— 
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Argentine Distrib Front Quiet as Biz 


At Film Theatres Soars to New High sisi: 8: tis eet 


Montevideo, Oct. 5. 

The Argentine distribution front 

is quiet for a change, with no new 
strikes, government-imposed fines 
or other headaches in the last two 
weeks. Distribs have become so 
accustomed to these disturbances 
that they are puzzled by the lull. 
The 10 centavo tax on all of that 
country’s film theatre admissions 
over 80 centavos went into effect 
Yet. 1. 
; Business at picture houses soared 
to the highest yet on record over 
the rainy weekend of Sept. 24-25, 
with some lines three blocks long 
waiting to get into firstrun and sec- 
ond-run theatres. Holdover of the 
local production, “Ragged Foot- 
ball.” at the Metropolitan, is de- 
laying the release of Metro's “Flesh 
and the Devil.” 

“Mating of Millie” (Col) at the 
Ocean has been held a third week 
and may stay until Oct. 8. This is 
holding back the release of Para- 
mount’s “I Walk Alone.” Sono 
Film’s “Pasaporte a Rio” held only 
three weeks at Gran Rex, being re- 
placed Sept. 30 by “Sign of Ram” | 
(Col). 

All records are being broken 
here by “Shoe-Shine,” Italian pic- 
ture which is staying on at the Nor- 
mandie for eight weeks after two 
initial weeks at the Premier. 

The Gran Cine Opera, major 
theatre in Buenos Aires, will be 
taken on Oct. 6 for a benefit preem 
in favor of Senora de Peron's Wel- 
fare Fund, with the French dis- 
tribution agency showing ‘Mon- 
sieur Vincent,” film version of the) 
life of Saint Vincent de Paul. Pic-| 
ture will start at Gran Suipacha 
Oct. 7. 





More Playing Time In 
France to Be Sought 
By British Producers 


London, Oct. 5. 


Sore at the pact which gives | 
Hollywood a six-to-one majority of | 





+ 





a 


' 


No London House, ‘Kid’ 
May Be Forced to Close 


London, Oct: 12. 

Although grossing a smart $2,400 
nightly, the new Jack Waller musi- 
| cal, “Kid from Stratford,” is sched- 
| uled to close before Christmas due 
to an inability to book a theatre 
for a long run. Producer Waller 
blames his difficulty on the new 
influx of American shows coupled 
with the advent of the pantomine 
| season. 

| Meanwhile, ticket agencies which 
have already made an $80,000 deal 
with “Stratford,” now promise a 
six-month capacity transaction if 
an alternative house is found, 
| agencies’ offer being valued at a 
|minimum of $200,000. Opening at 
| Princes Oct. 1, the boisterous musi- 
cal travesty was well received and 
| looked a hit. 


| 
; 








Minevitch, Belita, Roc 


neviteh. Baia, Roe Industry Row Over Upped Cost Of 
Brit. Production Speeds Govt. Probe; 


Paris, Oct. 12. 
Patricia Roc, Belita and Borrah 


for the Irving Allen-Franchot Tone 
production of “The Man on the 
Eiffel Tower,’ currently shooting 
| here. 

' Other members of.cast are Tone, 
Charles Laughton, Burgess Mere- 
'dith and Jean Wallace. Company 








is now on location at Longchamps | 
for scenes of Grand Prix races. | 
| 
| 





French Courts 
Crowded With 
Show Biz Cases 


Paris, Oct. 5. 


Although the season has hardly 
begun here, plenty of litigation is 





shaping up already in the courts. 
Initial action will be that of Louis 
| Nagel, book publisher, whose stable 
|includes Jean-Paul Sartre and | 
|Curzio Malaparte, and who is suing | 





'ber of American publishing firms 
including Robbins, Feist and Miller. 


Japs Grumbling 


|legit producer Jacques Hebertot, | 
for $3,000 damages (1,000,000 | 
francs) in his own name and the 
same amount in Malaparte’s name. 


| He claims the producer circulated 





Over 150% Tax 


| adverse rumors about the Mala- 
Tokyo, Sept. 30. |3 a . oe te 
Jap show business is beginning | parte play, “Das Kapital,” to 
to grumble aloud about the gov-| Produced at Theatre de Paris. 


ernment’s 150°% admission tax on! Story in the trade is that 


\the government has refused. 


‘leaders keep hammering on the 


all picture and@ legit houses. Japa- 
nese Exhibitors Assn. has been 
working behind scenes for nearly 
a year to have tax reduced but 


Trade gripe is that Nipponese 


|Herbertot himself wanted the play, 
|and didn’t get it. It’s based on 
life of Karl Marx. 

Charles Trenet, who was roughed 
up a bit for refusing to sing when 
he went to Vienna at the invitation 


Need Foreign 





Seeks Reciprocity For | 
Sweden’s Music Trade 


Stockholm, Oct. 12. 


Lennart Reuterskiold, general 
manager of Reuter & Reuter, | 
music publishers, will visit the 


|U. S. in October on a buying trip. 


Dollar scarcity here is causing the | 
Swedish National Bank to clamp 
down on buying of American music | 
by Swedish publishers. It has re-| 
fused to allow pubs to buy music 
from the U. S. if they don’t recip- 
rocate by selling Swedish or Scan- 
dinavian music there. Reuterskie@ld 
will try to ease situation by sclling 
some Swedish numbers in the U. S. 

His firm here represents a num- | 





Vienna Problem 


Is Pix Tickets 


Vienna, Oct. 5. 

Gay Vienna doesn’t worry much | 
about the Berlin crisis, rationing or} 
living costs. Instead, most resi- | 


Biz to Show Profit 


London, Oct. 5. 

Awareness of the fact that a first- 
class row is brewing in the indus- 
try on the vital question of rising 
production costs may compel Har- 
old Wilson, Board of Trade prexy, 
to expedite the official inquiry 
which he began at start of the year. 
Shortly after he assumed the Board 
of Trade presidency Wilson real- 
ized that amounting studio costs 
were giving British producers lit- 
tle chance to recover their outlay 
in the home market, and that they 
had to rely more and more on for- 
eign screen time to keep out of 
the red. 

As a consequence, he brought 
into being the National Joint Pro- 
duction Council, composed of pro- 
duction and labor interests, with 
himself as chairman, charged in 


Bn «i % 
if perp en 


the first instance to see what could 
be done to keep production costs 
down to a reasonable and commer- 
cial level. About seven or eight 
months ago the committee held its 
| first meeting, and later a detailed 
| memorandum was submitted to the 
| Minister by the British Film Pro- 
| ducers Assn, 


Because of pressure within the 





industry, now there are indications 
there may be early developments. 


dents are concerned about the A Board of Trade spokesman says 
latest screen fare, especially if it’s| the unions will be invited soon for 
an American picture. There’s a informal talks with Whitehall ex- 
reason for this, because almost the perts. But the snag is that the 


of football club members, is suing 


oh f ‘di 
eme of building a new culture these members. 


in Japan, but adopt a tax policy 
that is virtually stifling the film Charles” Spaak and Christian 
and theatrical biz which plays | Jacque, writer and director of the 
vital role in establishing nation’s | film, “D’Hommes a Hommes,” story 
cultural standards. : based on life of Henri Dunant, 

Ennosuke, popular classical! were exonerated of a plagiarism 


stage star, last week complained | charge brought against them. Dr 
about the stiff tax although his! ie 
plays generally make money. freee ony who had prepped a similar 


Roundtable discussion of the | PoPic, brought the suit. Gerard 








/problem by Jap theatre crix laid | Bauer, of the Authors Society; 


the Nipponese theatrical future | Alexandre Arnoux, of Academie 
squarely in the laps of the gov-| Boncourt; and Charles Delac, of 


|ing American pix, 


cheapest thing to be bought here 
today are film theatre tickets. Re- 
sult, of course, is that theatres are 
nearly always packed. If there’s a 
long line of people standing in the 
street any afternoon, it’s almost 
certain not to be a butcher shop 


‘or grocery but a cinema. 


The Viennese storm houses show- 
and there’s 
plenty of U.S. product now around. 


|Top films, mostly made _ several 
| years ago, show to capacity houses 


BFPA has told the government the 
memorandum it has submitted con- 
tains confidential information. They 
| don’t want details on individual 
picture costs to be passed to other 
people, least of all the unions. On 
the other hand, the unions are 
claiming that if they can’t examine 
| selected picture costs, there’s ne 
| hope of getting at the root of the 
| problem. A compromise must be 
| found if the inquiry is to have any 
| value. 
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30 er eee 














French screen time, British prod-|ernment. Only solution advanced | the Producers Guild, found the 


| for weeks. Recent releases include! As a new development comes the 





ucers, through J. Arthur Rank, | 
plan to ask Harold Wilson to ne-| 
gotiate a better deal with his 
opposite numbér in Paris. Under 
the recent agreement which gives 
foreign film producers, other than 
American, a total of 65 pics a year. 
a minimum of 20 is to be allocated 
to Britain, according to informa- 
tion in Paris. Allocation to Holly- 
wood is for a total of 121 per year. 
. In their agitation to secure 
greater French screen time, British 
producers do not intend to ask for 
a cut in the allotment to America, 
but to seek for a larger slice of the 
65 permitted, imports or, alterna- 
tively, for the mumber to be in- 
crease veyond 65. 

British producers feel that the 


French government decision does’ 


not give the British picture makers 
a fair break since studios here were 
only just getting back into opera- 


tion in 1947, pact being based on | 


exports for that year. Now that 
output has been stepped up to the 
estimated figure of 90 a year, the 
British Film Producers Assn. as- 
serts the allocation from France 
should be more in keeping with 
the present level of production. 
Until finality is reached on the 
number of pictures which Britain 
can ship to France, the BFPA is 
not pressing for release of frozen 
currency. “Let British films first 


was the suggestion of Takeo Hy-| 
odo, head of Toho Theatre Co., | 
that all Toho and Shochiku thea- 
tres (two biggest chains in Nip-| 
pon) close in a joint strike against | 
the government. 


200% during war, dropped to 50% 
early in occupation, went to 100% 
in the fall of 1946 and to present 
150% in December, 1947. Trend 
rather accurately reflects the state 
of Japanese national finances. 


WELTNER’S PERIODIC 
EUROPEAN INSPECTION 


George Weltner, Paramount’s 
foreign dept. chief, takes off next 
week for a swing through Europe. 
Weltner will visit England, France, 
Belgium, Switzerland and other 
countries on the Continent. He re- 
turns in five-to-six weeks. 
Continental trek is his customary 
|}one in which the Par topper in- 
spects exchange operations and 
huddles with company officials on 
current distribution problems. 


Says French Pix Earn 
More in Can. Than U.S. 


Toronto, Oct. 12. 
With the Dominion’s approxi- 
‘mately 4,000,000 French-Canadians, 














Nipponese admission tax reached 


subject was common property 
which could be treated in many 
different ways. As a result, the. 
attachment which Dr. Markus had 
obtained on the picture was voided. 


| Possible controversy over a new 
| “‘Mayerling” production has been 
| settled amicably out of court. 
|French Pathe had _ considered 
| making a new “Mayerling” in co- 
| operation with a U. S. producer. 
Camille Dolbert and Jean Delannoy 
in the meantime had prepped an- 
other picture, “Secrets of Mayer- 
ling.” Pathe has agreed to hold off 
making the planned film provided 
“Secrets” starts rolling before 
1949. 


SEIDELMAN, NOVAK IN 
“ROME, LURY US-BOUND’ 


Rome, Oct. 12. 

Joseph .H. Seideiman, Univer- 
sal’s foreign department chief,“and 
Harry Novak, head of U's con- 
tinental operations, have arrived 
jhere from Paris in a windup of 
their swing across Europe. Seidel- 
man, accompanied by his wife, sails 
| back to N. Y. Oct 30 on the Queen 
Elizabeth. 

Bob Lury, U’s Far Eastern super- 
visor, sailed for N. Y. from London 
,on the Queen Mary, Oct. 9, for | 

















| “Song of Bernadette” (20th), “Dolly | broadside from the National Assn. 
| Sisters” (20th), “Saratoga Trunk”) of theatrical and Kine Employees 
(WB), | 

‘of Susan” (Par), “Casablanca” (WB) | O’Brien, the union secretary, is 


“Gaslight” (M-G), “Affairs against the BFPA. And Tom 


and “Tarzan’s N.Y. Adventure”) calling an emergency meeting of 
(M-G), last-named now being on_ his executive committee within the 


| With It” (U) and “State of Union” 


reissue in U.S. Preem of “Berna- | 
dette” was attended by Austrian 
chancellor Leopold Figl and high | 
clerical. dignitaries. | 

Blackmarket does a record biz in | 
cinema tickets, charging two to five 
times more than boxoffice prices. 
At the USFA cinema, “Are You 


(M-G) are the latest films. 


Theatre in der Josefstadt is play- 
ing “Voice of the Turtle,” with 
Dutch singer Johannes Heesters as 
star. It’s been showing to SRO 
houses almost every night. Theatre 
plans to bring in a Thornton Wilder | 
play soon, with the author, who is 
now touring Europe, agreeing to at- | 
tend preem. Other big legit hits 
are “Medea” at Burgtheatre and 
“As You Like It” at Volkstheatre. 

Concert season opened with a 
Beethoven concert conducted by 
Wilhelm Furtwangler, scoring a 
real hit and doing capacity trade. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Oct. 12. 








next two weeks to pave the way 
for the major operation, which, he 
claims, is the only thing that would 
restore confidence and stability. 


Argentine Studios Perk 
As New Unien Is Formed; 
Directors Have Squawk 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 1. 


Seguing from Argentine Labor 
Secretariat’s cancellation of the 
legal status of AGICA, film in- 
dustry’s union, a new syndicate 
has been created to be known as 
SICA, and the latter has been en- 
trusted with consideration of the 
demands for wage increases and 
better working conditions made by 
extras and studio personnel. As a 
result of the change, studios are 
no longer working in slow motion, 
as they had been up to the time 





|of the strike called by AGICA, 
| Producers are 
‘things up to catch up with pre- 
duction 
‘considerably thrown out of gear 


trying to speed 


schedules, which were 














get over there and start earning | the net returns from Canada to | homeoffice confabs. 
money, and then we'll talk about | Paris producers is greater than 


° | e ee 
getting the money out,” Sir Henry | from U.S. distribution of French \ vision 
L. French, director-general of the film product, according to Pierre U ° Radio, Tele 


| while the slow-motion process by 
studio workers was in operation. : 

Argentine pix directors are | FF 
mulling a scheme to offset com- 


“A La Carte,” Savoy (17). 
“Anna Lueasta,” Majesty (50). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (71). 


EAR te aR ARTE IST RO ALTTTE Nw 




















BFPA told Varrety. 


‘SKIN’ GOES INTO RED 
ON 1ST TOKYO WEEK 


Tokyo, Sept. 30. 
} Thornton Wilder’s “Skin of Our 
feeth,” which concluded a 15-day 
run at Tokyo Imperial theatre this 
week, went 821,000 yen ($3,000) in 
the red, the Shinkyo troupe re- 





Ratelet. 

The chief of the French Exhib- 
'itors Assn. is here, reputedly plan- 
‘ning France-financed film produc- 
tion in Canada. 





‘London’s ‘Garden’ Reopens 


London, Oct. 12. 
With a top admission of $1, the 
Empress Hall, 10,000-seat stadium 
at Earl’s Court, opened on Oct. 9 
as London’s Madison Square. Op- 


To Get 0.0. From BBC 


London, Oct. 5. 

New trends in American televi- 
sion and radio are to be studied | 
by British Broadcasting Corp. pro- 
gram chiefs, who will visit the. 
U. S. during the next few weeks. | 

First on the visiting roster is 
Lord Simon of Wythenshawe, now , 
in N. Y. and he will be followed 
by Lindsay Wellington, head of | 
Home Service pregram, sched-| 





“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (77). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (23). 
“Browning,” Phoenix (5). 
“Cage Peacock,” Strand (27). 
“Caribbean Rhap,” Wales (19). 
“Carrissima,” Palace (31). 
“Children Hundreds,” Vaude (59). | 
“Don’t Listen,” St. Jas (6). 
“Eden End,” Duchess (6). 
“Edward My Sen,” Lyric (72). 
“Four, Five, Six,” York (31). 
“Glaconda Smile,” Wynd (19). 
“Glass Menagerie,” H’m’rk’t (11). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (29). 


petition from imported foreign di- 
rectors, who are beginning to ab- 
sorb key jobs in local studios. One 
possibility is that any picture di- 
rected by a non-Argentine must 
include an Argentine assistant- 
director. This protectionist policy 
hasn't been applied against Mexi- 
can director Roberto Gavaldon, 
who arrived recently, and is te 
direct Mecha Ortis in “My Life 
for Yours” at San Miguel Studios. 
The fact is that a good number of 


orted. invited ¢ uled for general broadcasting sur- “Kid From Strat,” Princes (2). . oe 

por tl a ae aa yp rene erator is Claude Langdon who first vey. “Little Lambs,” Ambass. (27). so *. called Argentine directors 
was never more than 75° filled Opened the hall in 1937, but had Head of the BBC television “Medica,” Globe (2). a EER, 2 SHED. rg 
for any performance. Average t© bow out when requisitioned by service, Norman Collins, is slated “Off Record,” Piccadilly (67) Perojo is a Spaniard, Momplet is 


crowd was 30° of capacity. 
Critics said the poor boxoffice 
was due to two factors: (1) diffi- 
culty the average Jap had in under- 
Standing the play, and (2) stiff 
admission fee of 150 yen (55c). 


Average theatre patron can afford | 


no more than 100 yen for one play. 


the government during the war. e 

Opening show featured an ice 
hockey’ _ display First musical 
venture will be next Sunday (17) 
with a concert by the London 
Symphony Orchestra. On Nov. 3, 
Wilhelm Furtwangler will conduct 
the Berlin Philharmonic. 


for an early trip, and will be ae- 
companied by his chief engineer, 
H. Bishop, on a tour which will 
embrace N. Y., Washington aad 
Philadelphia. On their return, 
Collins’ second in command. Cecil 
McGivern, will go over to see 
‘what there is new in television. 


“Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (76). 
“Perfect Woman,” Playhse (5) 
“Rain On Just,” Ald. (6). 
“Saloon Bar,” Garrick (2). 

“Sit Down,” Comedy (10). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (49). 
“Travelers Joy,” (Crit. (19). 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. (79). 
“Worms View.” Whitehall (76). 


Mexican, Daniel Tinayre is French, 
and so on. These well-established 
foreigners would like to see new- 
comers barred, but if they join in 
a movement to keep foreigners 
out, it could boomerang against 
themselves. 
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eK0 Sh OWMANSH)p $ 


WAUKEE OPENING Or oe 


Super exploitation premiere’s RKO’s big new first-run Li 
Western at the Palace, Chicago, and the Riverside, 
Milwaukee ... Army, Militia, Legion civic groups in gigantic 

parades tied in with front-page newspaper sponsorship! 

.. Stars and other celebrities at functions of all kinds! ... 

Blanket radio and promotional coverage! . . . Red-hot 

hooray for the kind of openings that “The Showmanship 

Company” made famous! : 


RKO 


PRESENTS 











uy DICK POWELL JANE GREER. 












o ARES MOORHEAD BURL VES Sp 


TOM POWERS + GORDON OLIVER - STEVE BRODIE 
DORE SCHARY in Charge of Production Bi 
Produced by ROBERT SPARKS = =m Hy-s posrtanedy 


"YT Directed by SIDNEY LANFIELD 


ae 7 of Rock Pass? 
Screen Play by FRANK FENTON and WINSTON MILLER 
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DENVER 


(Continued from page 9) 


Touch Venus” (U) and “Gentleman 
Nowhere” (Col) (m.o.), fine $4,000. 


Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35- 
74)—"Gone With Wind” ‘(M-G) ‘re- 
dssue). Thin $4,500. Last week, | 


‘ond run. 
ag (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par) 
(8d wk). Down to $7,500 in 5 days. 
Last week, nice $11,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Luck of Irish” (20th) and “Es- 
eape” (20th), day-date with Es- 
uire. Nice $15,000. Last week, 


“Two Guys Texas” (WB) and 
“Daredevils Clouds” (Rep), fine 
$16,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—| 


“Tuck of Irish” (20th) and “Escape” 
(20th), also Denver. Fine $3,500. 
Last week, “Peabody and Mermaid” 
(U) and “Night Wind” (20th), $2,- 
700. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G) and “Big 
City” (M-G). Modest $13,000. Last 
week, “Return of Badmen”’ (RKO) 
and “So Wedl Remembered 
(RKO), $12,500 in 6 days. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 


if 
| 


‘Rope’ Wraps Up Socko 
106, L’ville; ‘Carmen’ | 
NSH 156, ‘Feudin’’ 126 


Louisville, Oct. 12. 


a 


Product lineup this week is 
strong at the downtown houses, but 
biz mainly is not up to expecta- 
tions. “Rope” at small-seater Mary 
Anderson is plenty sturdy, but 
“Loves of Carmen” at State and 
“Babe Ruth Story” at Strand while 
okay are not smash. Moveover of 
“Best Years” at Brown has them 
standing up. World Series airings 
and warm October weather may be 
the answer to the off-beat grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65)—‘‘Best Years” (RKO) (m.o.). 
Lusty $5,500. Last week, “Forever 
Amber” (20th) (m.o.) $3,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—Foreign Affair” (Par) and “Lulu 


Belle” (Col). Nice $3,000. Last 
iweek, “Key Largo” (WB) and 
“Dream Girl” (Par) $3,200. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,- 


000; 45-65)—“‘Rope” (WB). For this 
small-seater, it looks sock $10,000. 


“Embraceable You” 














$4,300. 


“Larceny” (U) and “Out of the 
Storm” (Rep), day-date with Web- 
ber. Mild $8,500. Last week, “Pea- 
body Mermaid” (©) and “Night 
Wind” (20th), $9,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“‘Touch 
of Venus” (U) and “Gentleman No- 


Last week, 
(WB), $6,000. | 
National (Standard) (2,400; 45-65) 
—‘River Lady” (U) and “Jassy” | 
(U). 
“Peabody and Mermaid” (U) with 
Three Stooges, others on stage, big 


where” (Col) (m.o.). Thin $2,500. | $15,000. 

Last week, “Captive Wild Woman” | Rialte (FA) (3,400; 45-65)— 
(Indie) and “Drums Congo” (Indie) “Feudin’, Fussin’,” (U) and “Out of 
(reissues), same. Storm” (Rep). Modest 


Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Lar- | Last week, “Best Years” (RKO) at 
ceny’ (U) and “Out of Storm” regular scale, big $16,000 and m.o. 
(Rep), also Paramount. Fair $2,500. | 
Last week, “Two Guys Texas” (WB) | 45-65) — “Great Dawn” 
oy “Daredevils Clouds” (Rep), $3,- | Mild $1,000 or less. 


(Indie). 
Last week, 
“Mikado” (U), fancy $2,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Loves of Carmen” (Col) and 
\“Rusty Leads Way” (Col). Not up 
ito hopes at fair $15,000 or near. 


‘CARMEN’ TORRID 236, — 
ST. L00; ‘PEGGY’ 20G ana'-Shanghai Chest” (Mono), $14 


St. Louis, Oct. 12. 909. ; i 
Loss of biz at mainstem cinemas |. Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)— Babe 


last Sunday (10) is cutting into the | Ruth Story” (Mono). Solid $7,000 


week’s total, but cool weather and °F better. Last week, “Four Faces 
Columbus Day holiday is partially West (UA) and Daredevils of 
offsetting this. Heavy rain and in- Clouds” (Rep), neat $6,000. 

terest in World’s Series hurt on)! 
Sunday. “Loves of Carmen” is out 
in front with a great session at 
Loew’s. “Apartment for Peggy” | 
also is solid at Ambassador while 
“Rope” will get nearly as much at 
the larger Fox. 


Estimates for This Week firstrun biz thig 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) Touch of Venus’ 
—‘“‘Apartment for Peggy” 
and “Sweet Genevieve” (Col). Fast 








Rain Slows Up Indpls.; 


Indianapolis, Oct. 12. 


stanza. 


$20,000. Last week, “Good Sam” Circle despite 

(RKO), $19,000. from 3-day visit by Linda Darnell | 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)-—— on hospital tour. 

“Rope” (WB) and “Lightnin’ in| Estimates for This Week 


Forest” (Rep). Okay $19,500. Last) Cirele (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
week, “Sorry, Wrong Number” | §5)_«“Forever Amber” (20th). Thin 
(Par) and “Daredevils of Clouds $3.000 
(Rep), $19,000. dvi S 


Scoop (Louisville Theatres) (700; | ¢19 999, Last week, 


‘of Irish” 


‘Venus’ Modest $12,000 


Weekend rain is holding back | 
“One | 
at Indiana and | 
(20th) | “Coroner Creek” at Loew’s are fair | 
but “Forever Amber” is thin at 
ublicity breaks ballyhooed and with excellent re-| office execs, Quimby declared that | 


only fair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Last week, “Babe Ruth | 


tion all-around for this and strug- 
gling to get tepid $8,000. Last 


week, “Sorry, Wrong Number” 
(Par), smash $17,000. 
Uptown (Par) (1,000; 44-60)— 


“Foreign Affair” (Par), First nabe | 


showing. Big $4,000. Last week, 
“On Merry Way” (UA), $3,500. 
World (Mann) (350; 50-85)— 
“Touch of Venus” (U) (m.o.). Thin 
$1,800. Last week, “The Search” 


(M-G) (6th wk), finished wonder | aot - Fox the right to play two 


ful run, breaking theatre’s recent 


| boxoffice record, good $2,000. 





‘Venus’ Wham $16,000, 
Toronto; ‘Number’ 186 


Toronto, Oct. 12. 
With holiday hypoing, business 
looks brisk. “Luck of the Irish” is 
sparking a nationalistic appeal but | 
“Sorry, Wrong Number” 


'Chi Judge Sidesteps 


Jax Park Decree, Gives 
Larger Dates to U, 20th 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Deviating from a previous stand, 
Federal Court Judge Michael Igoe 
last week granted Universal and 


films for longer than two weeks in 
Loop Balaban & Katz houses. 
Houses, under the Jackson Park 
decree, are limited to fortnight 
| showings. Igoe gave Universal the 
right to show “Hamlet” on a road- 
| show basis, two-a-day at the Apol- 
‘lo, and 20th-Fox an eight - week 
| stint at the Garrick for “Snake 
| Pit.” Since Nov. 19, 1947, only one 
exception for a new film has been 
made, the extension to four weeks 





standout. “One Touch of Wenus” | cago last summer. 


looms terrific. 
Estimates for This Week 
Danforth (Odeon) (1,240; 36-60) 
—Broken Journey” (EL). Good 
$5,500. Last week, “Life Begins at 


8:30" (20th) and “Wake Up 

Screaming” (20th) (reissues), fair 

$4,200. 
Downtown (20th Cent) (1,060; 


35-60)—“‘Let’s Live a Little” (EL) 
plus novelty of this new theatre 
opening, 
$6,500. 
Imperial (FP) 


$18,000. Last week, “Race Street” | 


Judge Igoe gave as his reason 
for the granting of longer time to 
“Snake Pit” (“though the very title 
makes me shudder”) that the film 
was educational in explaining in- 
sanity. Andy Smith, sales manager 
for 20th, was a surprised witness. 

Myles Seely, attorney for Uni- 
versal, said “Hamlet” was an un- 
usual picture and required longer 
playing time and treatment differ- 


should help to hefty | ent than the ordinary film. He said 

|company would take wall-to-wall 
(3,373; 36-66)— | lease for the showing and special 
Modest $6,000. Last week, |“Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par). Big| rates would be setup for high- 


school and college students. Igoe 


r | " | 
(RKO), tepid $10,700. | directed that Seeley return after 
Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 36-66)— | eight weeks’ showing and show 


“Luxury Liner’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


him the books, and indicated he 





looks | for “Emperor Waltz” at the Chi- | 


| 
| 
| 


| 





| 


N.Y. Collarites 
Picketing B’way 
And Nabe Houses 


With no break in the homeoffice 
labor dispute involving the major 
companies and two CIO white- 


|collarite unions, picket lines are 
|continuing to hit Broadway and 


nabe theatres in the metropolitan 
area. Organized by the Screen 
Publicists Guild and the Screen 
Office & Professional Employees 
Guild, the picket lines have dented 
b.o. receipts, in some cases serious- 
ly, with signs urging the public to 
boycott the major-owned theatres 
until the dispute is settled. 


All the major companies, how- 
ever, with the exception of Eagle 
Lion, are standing pat on their 
decision not to bargain with the 
two unions unless they comply 
with the non-Communist affidavit 
provisions of the Taft-Hartley law. 
On its side, the union has count- 
ered with theatre picketing, dem- 
onstrations and throwaways_ to 
force the companies to bargain 
with them. United Office & Profes- 
sional Workers of America, parent 
union of SOPEG, and SPG, is also 
organizing campaigns in other 
cities. 

Joint union strategy committee 
has ordered picket lines at the 
Paramount, Roxy and Capitol the- 


Holding up at swell $14,000 after, would then grant extra time if | atres on Broadway and all RKO 


$12,000. | $15,500 last week. 


Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— | 
“Blanche Fury” (EL). Excellent | 
“Babe Ruth | 
Story” (Mono), very good $15,400. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386 36-66)—‘Luck 
(20th). Solid $14,000. 
Last week, “Bla¢ék Arrow” (Col), 
fairish $8,500. | 

Tivoli (FP) (1,431; 36-66)—‘“Life | 
with Father’ (WB) (4th wk). | 
Steady $5,500 after sturdy $6,200 | 
last week, 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; _30-66)— | 


needed. 


This paves the way for other 
films of the same ilk, namely “Mac- 


|beth” and “Joan of Are,” on the 
|grounds of historical and educa-/ 
| tional value. 





2-Reel Shorts, Now a Lost 
Cause Avers M-G’s Quimby 


Two-reel short, once the back- 


“One Touch of Venus” (U). Ter-| bone-of most studios’ short sub- 


rific $16,000 or near 
“Southern Yankee” (M-G) (2d wk), | 
okay $8,900. 

Victoria ‘FP) (1,260; 36-60)— 
“Good Sam” (RKO) (2d wk). Very 
Sane $7,000 after last week’s 
7,400. 





$12,000 in Dull Omaha 


Omaha, Oct. 12. | 


‘Number’ Loud With | a 


| which, as a result, are fast dying 


Last week, | jects departments, has become al- 


most a lost cause in the film in- 


| dustry, according to Metro shorts 
| production chief 
|Because of the continued hold of | homeoffice workers, formerly or 
| double-feature policies in so many 
| situations, 
come virtualy impossible to find | Republic, H-63 execs are planning 
two-reelers | to pull a switch at another major 


Fred Quimby. 


Quimby said, it’s be- 


market for the 


out. 
In New York for a short vaca- 


“Sorry, Wrong Number,” strongly tion and for huddles with home- 


views is doing the real business of | 
the city this week. Orpheum with 
vaude and “Woman in White” is 


Metro would produce only one or 


two double-reelers next season. His 
_statements echo the assertions of 


other industry officials to the ef- 
fect that, regardless how much the 


Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16-| public claims to favor single fea- 


tures, any house attempting to 


Socko $12,000. Last week, | switch from a dual policy to one of 
| single features will suffer a tre- 


| Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- | mendous boxoffice slump. 


Story” (Mono) and “Golden Eye” |65) — “Sorry, Wrong Number” | 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— (Mono), dandy $13,000. | (Par). 
“Loves of Carmen” (Col). Torrid Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— |“Tap Roots” (U) $11,000. 
$23,000. Last week, “Innocent Af- “One Touch Venus” (U) = and 
fair’ (UA) and “Road to Bighouse” “Sword of *Avenger” (EL). Aver- 80)—‘‘Woman in White” (WB) plus | 


(SG), $18,000. age $12,000. Last week, “Foreign 
Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— Affair” (Par) and “Lady Midnight” 


“Tap Roots” (U) (2d wk) and (EL), $12,500. 

“Rachel and Stranger” (RKO) ,, Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65) — 
(m.o.). Good $8,000. Last week | ‘Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) and | 
with “Feudin’, Fussin’” (U) (m.o.), | “Golden Eye” (Mono) (m.o.). Nice 
$9.000. $5,000. Last week, “Walls Jericho” 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75) — (20th) and “Checkered Coat” 
“Innocent Affair’ (UA) and “Road ‘29) (m.o.), $4,000, 
Bizhouse” (SG) (m.o.). Nice $7,-| ,, Loew's (Loew's) (2,450; 44-65)— 
600. Last week, “Luxury Liner” “Coroner Creek” (Col) and “Lulu 
(M-G) (m.o.), $8,500. Belle” (Col). 


“The Pearl” (RKO) and “Body-| Rusty” (Col), $10,000. 

guard” (RKO). Trim $6,000. Last|..Lyriec (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) — 

week, “Commandos Strike Dawn” | Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 

(Col) and “The Invaders” (Col) (re- | 89d “Mystery in Mexico” (RKO). 

issues), $5,500. ad ve ty ,s e ~ _ 
Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)—| Deal” | and “Mine Own Exe- 

“Destroyer” (Col) and “Coast cutioner” (20th), $6,000. 


Guard” (Col) (reissues). Fine $5,- | 
MINNEAPOLIS 


500. Last week, “Gung Ho” (FC) | 
(Continued from page 8) 


and “Eatle Squadron® (U) (reis- | 

sues), $5,000. 
after sock State week at big $7,000. 
| Last week, “Abbott-Costello Meet 
Frankenstein” (U) (2d wk), satis- 

factory $5,500. 





SEATTLE 
(Continued from page 9) 


and “This Corner” (EL), 
$7.00. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-84) 
—'*‘Crusades” (Par) (reissue). Fair- Last 


il : 
mild “Paradine Case” (SRO). Lots of 
praise for pic but only fair $13,000. 
week, “Date with Judy” 


ish $6,000. Last week, “Angel in (M-G) (2d wk), fair $11,000. 
Exile” (Rep) and “Eyes of Texas” | RKO - Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 
(Rep), same. 50-70) — “Race Street” (RKO). 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039—50-84) Light $10,000 looks about all. Last 
—‘‘Loves of Carmen” (Col) and week. “Touch of Venus” (U), 
“Gentleman Nowhere” (Col). Fine $10.500. 


$11,000. Last week, “Duel in Sun” RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
(SRO) and “Code Scotland Yard” ‘Phantom of Opera” (FC) and “Ali 


(Rep), $8,200. Baba” (FC) (reissues). Okay 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 50-84) $8,000. Last week, “Rachel and 

—‘‘Canon City” (EL) and “Gallant Stranger’’ (RKO) (2d wk), good 

_—. (EL). Trim $5,000 or near. $8,500, giving it sock $24,500 for 
ast week, “King of Gamblers” fortnight. _ 


(Rep) and “Train Alcatraz” (Rep), State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘“Isn't 


It Romantic?” (Par). Mild recep- 


Trim $12,000. Last | 
St. Louis (F&M (4,000; 50-60) | week, “Pitfall” (UA) and “Dog. 


Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— | 


/vaude on stage. Fair $17,000. Last | 
week, “Deep Waters” (20th) and 
\“Daredevils of Clouds” (Rep), light 
/ $9,000 at 16-60c scale. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—“Tap Roots’ (U) (m.o.) and 
i“Stage Struck” (Mono). Surpris- 


ingly brisk $9,000. Last week, 


'““Belle Starr” (20th) and ‘Frontier | 
good | 


Marshal” (20th) 

$8,000. ; 
State (Goldberg) 

“The Search” 


(reissues), 


(865; 16-65)— 
(M-G) and “Jinx 
|Money” (Indie). Okay $4,000. Last 
‘week, “Street No Name” (20th) 
'“Kelly the Second” (Indie) (reis- 
:sue) (2d wk), all right $3,200. 

| 


j 
j 


Misses Howell, Lindley 
Join Paul Small Agency 


Small is expanding his 





| 


| Paul 
agency 
Hewell as general manager of his 


New York office and Margaret | 


Lindley, ex-Lyons agency, taking 
over the legit department. Miss 
Howell was formerly story editor 
for David O. Selanick and has been 
with Charles K. Feldman’s agency 


in N. Y. until making the change. 
Miss Lindley was formerly a cast- 
ing director for the Theatre Guild. 


with addition of Miriam | 








,ners is. partnered, gathered steam | 


| jors see the switch to British indie | 


Small planed to the Coast Sun-— 


day (10) to open a Bevhills office. 
Meantime, his vaudeshow, Ed 
Wynn’s Carnival, opens Nov. 7 at 
the Curran, Frisco, and is due in 
the Interstate legit house Xmas- 
New Year’s weeks, en route east. 


Misses Howell and Lindley start 
with Small’s ageney Nov. 1. 


Quimby arrived in 
and is slated to return to the Coast 
today (Wed.). He expects to be 
back at the homeoffice before the 
end of the year to work out his 
production schedule for 1949 with 
homeoffice execs. 


Hurdle UA-Rank | 


Continued from page 5 











wait for other major U. S. distribs 





| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


N. Y. Oct. 4 terms on rentals. 


| 


| 


nabe houses. At the Capitol, wher 
“Red River” is playing, Unitec 
Artists execs described the picket- 
ing as a secondary boycott, a prac- 
tice which is forbidden under the 
new national labor law. Union 
execs, however, said the Capitol 
picket line stemmed from Metro's 
half-ownership in the theatre. It's 
known, however, that both unions 
are particularly burned at UA 
execs because they were the first 
of the majors to reject SOPEG 
and SPG as proper barganing 
agents. 

Officials of Local H-63, Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, are striking hard 
meanwhile, to capture the 3,506 


currently in the CIO’s jurisdiction, 
Already entrenched at UA and 


company in the next several days. 

















Partial Solution 


Continued from page 5 =e! 


eral release of “Best Years of Our 
Lives” away from the chain. 

Metro’s split from F-WC is less 
fully defined than the others. Sales 
veepee William F. Rodgers declare 
ed this week his company is sell- 
ing away from the circuit on 
“Three Musketeers” in only those 
situations where he can’t come to 
In other situae 
tiens, Metro will continue doing 
business with the chain. 


Consensus among the sales 
chiefs of the three companies i$ 
that, even though F-WC could sup- 





| ply a greater number of bookings, 


to line up that fourth circuit. If | 


the Yanks do succeed in their 
plans to round up enough British 
indie exhibs to merit their selling 
away from Rank, 


probably join them. UA, mean- 


while, is taking the best bookings | 
owns an. 


available. Company 
interest in Rank’s Odeon circuit. 
but had tried consistently to line 
up outside dates for its product in 
England. 

Movement by American distribs 
for that “fourth circuit’ to buck 
Rank’s Odeon and Gaumont-Brit- 
ish chains, as well as Associated 
British Cinemas, in which War- 


last week in the wake of Rank’s 
consistent refusal to book a greater 
number of U. S. films. Other ma- 


theatre operators as the only solu- | 


tion to the Rank squeeze. 


Kelly, meanwhile, is due back 
at the homeoffice over the week- 
end. It’s expected that Rank will 
hold off dates on both UA films 
until after Jan. 1 so as to bring 
them in under the new year’s 


i quota. 


then UA will | 


they could earn more on their pic- 
tures by selling at better terms 
to a fewer number of indie exhibs, 
Deals with the indies will var 

from situation to situation, wit 

terms to be worked out on each in- 
dividual picture. Indie exhibs, a 

was to be expected, are reporte 

very well pleased with the split 
and the distributors are encountere 
ing little or no difficulty in lining 
up dates. 

It’s considered significant, how- 
ever, that the break from F-wWC 
may be permanent. Spokesmen for 
UA, Goldwyn and Metro all em- 
phasized that the split is in effect 
only for the pictures mentioned. 
Decision on whether other forth- 
coming product will go to the ei 
cuit remains to be determined. 
General opinion, however, is that 
F-WC will get it unless the films 
are potentially top grossers, in 
which case the distribs can be 
expected to start the move again 
for better terms than those offered 
them by the F-WC policy. 

Situation was summed up by one 
sales exec, who remarked that the 
mushrooming break from the af- 
filiated circuit was “symptomatic 
of the need.” Any time a circuit 
can dictate terms, he said, the in- 
die exhibitors will naturally be fro- 
zen out. Only way to solve the situ- 
ation, consequently, is to sell away 
ifrom the circuit to the indies. 
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THE “BOX-OFFICE WALLOP” 


PREDICTED BY ALL 


IS NOW BEING DEMONSTRATED 


AT THE N.Y. STRAND. 





WARNER BROS. 








Drama) — ee 





Atlantic City, Sept. 7.—‘‘John- 
ny Belinda” is a compelling, adult 
drama, told with sensitive taste. 
A story of a tragedy with a 
happy ending, the film 1s one that 
packs a boxoffice wallop and can 
be suld for big returns... . 

Jane Wyman's portrayal is 
boft. It's a compellingly artistic 
display of talent, demonstrating 
that an artist can project emo- 
tions and sway an audience with- 
out a spoken word. Of equal 
worth is Lew Ayres’ co-starring 
performance. There are few who 
can convey the sincerity with 
which he endows a role and he 
makes his part a sock perform- 
ance, 


capture fancy of the general pub- 
lic, particularly the femmes, and 
there is a strofig appeal to the 
class trade because of the intelli- 
gent interpretation displayed by 
script, direction and playing: 


missed no bets in presenting it 
for outstanding attention. He 
realizes on every merit of the 
many strong points of the story 
and has given the film sock cast- 
ing, in star spots and right on 
down the line. ie) 

Plot is one that, in less adroit 
and sympathetic hands, could 
have been a_ highly theatrical 
melodrama. The theatrics are 
there but so deftly handled in the 
presentation that they give a 
solid backing. Jean Negulesco’s 
direction guides the development 


ing the plot and players with po- 
tent understanding. He never 
overplays the heartstrings, yet 
keeps them constantly moved. An 


Moorehead as her aunt. Bick- 


realization on the part's demands 


Rosalind Ivan, Mabel Paige and 


others in the large cast. lend 
strong support. 

Wald’s supervision. has ac- 
counted for top work in technical 
assignments. Ted McCord’s pho- 





fects, film editing and all other 
technical aids help in making this 
a class feature. ig | 














“The melodramatic angles will 


Jerry Wald’s production has” 


leisure’ but never slowly, treat-: 


example of the deft handling is _ 
the rape scene. It’s. alive and. ° 
vivid, but never becomes a ten-. 
twent-thirt meller problem. 

There are commanding perform: 
-ances by Charles Bickford as Miss ~ 
Wyman’ father and Agnes 


ford's work is an unusually able 2 


Stephen McNally is excellent. as 
the rapist and jan Sterling, as.” 
the village belle who marries him.” 
also comes. through’ strongly. © 


Ida Moore shine as thoughtless 4 
village gossips. Dan Seymour and 


tography makes a picturesqte dis- 
play of the drab Nova Scotia. . 
background and the tender, mov~ © 
ing mood of the film is height- ~ 
ened by Max Steiner's music - 
score. Set decorations, special ef- 
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Ray Josephs’ S. A. Payoff ; 
Bleat of foreign correspondents 


that nobody in the U. S. is inter- 
ested in anv foreign doings except 
Beriin and Moscow is refuted by 





current boom on South America 
noted by Ray Josephs. Author, 
whose “Latin America: Continent 


in Crisis” was published last month 
by Random House, is in current 


Collier's with “Uncle Sam’s Latin 
Salesman n the current Atlantic 
Monthly with a piece on “Latin 


Building.” in the current Pageant 
with “Good Neighbors Make Good 
Business” and upcoming Reader's 
Digest with another on “Pattern 
for Partnership.” Last issue of 
This Week Magazine carried his 
“City Without a Past” dealing with 
the Brazilian boomtown of Sao 
Paulo. 

Josephs, who has covered the 
rhumba beat for close to 10 years, 


five of them in Buenos Alres, re- 
cently spent close to 12 months 
below the border for the Wash- 
ington Post. Christian Science 
Monitor, Variety and a group of 
dailies inked by the N. Y. Post 
Syndicate 

Latin America or any other 


overseas area isn’t a pushover to 
sell, Josephs has found, especially 
with reader interest absorbed by 
the elections at home and more 
dramatic events abroad. Still 
there’s plenty of desire for info 
about the Good Neighbor territory 
if it can be made applicable to 
the reader. Thus the Collier's 
piece as a straight profile on Haya 
de la Torre, a Peruvian leader, 
might not have sold. Pitched to the 
angle that this was Uncle Sam's 
best pal down there it had an im- 
mediacy and impact that made it 
click. 
Adamic’s Mag 

From his home at Milford, N. J., 
Louis Adamic is putting out a kind 
of magazine, of a political nature, 
that goes back to De Foe, author 
of “Robinson Crusoe,” the daddy 
of political pieces. Adamic calls 
them “T&T Pamphlets,” at 50c a 
copy. Featured is one that tells of 
the editor’s views, in reflection, 
“Who Is Expanionist — USSR or 
USA?” by Shaemus O’Sheel. By 
the way. T&T stands for “Trends 
and Tides.” the title of all the 
series. which are advertised as 
“pamphleteering in the Tom Paine 
tradition.” 

Louis Adamic’s own contribu- 
tion to the last issue, of 
80.000 words, is an article entitled 
“Tolerance — Counterfeit of Intol- 
erance.” 


More O'Casey Biography 

Fourth of Sean O’Casey’s books 
of biography is skedded _ for 
November publication in London. 
First three in the series were “I 
Knock at the Door.” “Pictures in 
the Hallway.” and “Drums Under 
the Window.” 

New one is titled “Inisfallen 
Fare Thee Well” and covers, in 
part, his early association with the 
Abbey -Theatre and difficulties en- 
countered in approaches to Lady 
Gregory, W. B. Yeats and other 
Abbey bosses of the period when 
he was a Dublin tenement-dweller 
trying to break into playwrighting. 

Pigskin Epics 

Timely reading for football fans 
is ““My Greatest Day in Football.” 
(Barnes; $3), edited by Murray 
Goodman, editorial specialist in 
Sports, and Leonard Lewin, ex-N.Y. 
Daily Mirror sports staff, with an 
opening salute by Columbia's Lou 
Little. The book presents a fast- 
moving panorama of half-a-century 
in football, the format used being 
2 series of sharpe dramatic epi- 
sodes, etched in by the principals. 

There are 37 of these electric 
events which hopped up stadium 
crowds of vesteryvear and smeared 
the sports pages with block-tvpe 
headlines. The roster of immortals 
ranges the alphabetical gamut from 
. Georgia Tech 
cozch for 33 years, to Z for Bob 
Zuppke, the Ilini mentor who 
sparked Red Grange on his career. 

Well-written and concise, each 
chronicle draws into focus the 
“this-is-it’ exploit of some member 
of the lusty galaxy and restores to 
the ardent disciples of the game 
stirring cut-backs of many a fate- 
ful armageddon on pro and college 
field. Some of the protags have 
hung up their cleats for good, but 

.2!l of them still loom large in the 
all-time legends of the sport. 


An added and interesting feature 
of the book is the thumbnail biog 
accompanying each yarn for the 

rid studes who ven data and dates. 
‘he book is illustrated with photos 
and some pen-and-inks. 

H. G. Smith. 


Carousel a Bi-Monthly 

The new bi-monthly, Carousel. 
which Sidney Carroll, ex-Esquire 
staffer, and Julian Bach, Jr., among 
others, are planning for 1949 inau- 
guration, is now in dummy form. 

It will be a 50c slick and disavow- 
edly a medley of Vanity Fair, 
Smart Set. etc., although retaining 
some of those features. 


G. J. Nathan’s Latest—-and OK 

Say what one will George 
Jean Nathan's critical captiousness, 
there is no disputing that his com- 
mentary is ofttimes more enter 


abou 


taining than the plays he reviews 
Newest “Theatre Book of the Year 
1947-48) ‘Knopf; $4) is the sixt 
successive volume ol is theatre 
annuals wherein he sums up the 
past season’s preems, show by 
show and blow by blow He foot- 
notes the basic credits, length of 
run, etc., with his own—and occa- 


sionally other—critical opinions. 
Typical of the interpolated com- 
mentary is this reference to the 
Critics Box Score. As often hap- 
pens, plays with limited appeal get 
perhaps fulsome space allotment, 
as fits the fancy of the famed dra- 
matic critic In this instance it 
was “Eastward in Eden,” which 
opened Nov. 18, 1947, and lingered 
for 15 performances at the Royale, 


N Y., but Nathan devotes prob 
zbly the most space to this seg- 
ment. Herein he observes that VA 
RIETY lays “unction to the vanity 
of reviewers who are nominated 


leaders by virtue of their having 
picked the greatest number of box- 
office successes regardless of merit 
The pleased reviewers seemingly 
never stop to reflect that the box- 
office hits would scarcely have be 
come hits had they themselves not 


helped them to become so. They 
do not pick the hits. as the scores 
appear to show: by their praise 
they make them hits. If their criti- 
cal standards had been orthier, 
they would not have endorsed 
many of the plays, and lacking en- 
dorsement, the plays would in fair 
chance have been failures \nd 
the reviewers. consequently, tar 
from being cocks of the Broadway 
walk would be very much sounder 
and more estimable critics, and the 
state of the drama improved and 
elevated 

Anyway, as above-stated. Na 


" At 1 


than’s always never du 


Ashton Stevens’ Pinchhitters 
Management of the Chicago 
Herald-American is using city desk 
men to review legit shows during 
the illness of Ashton Stevens, dean 
of Chi critics. Most of the reviews 
have been done by Charles Fin- 
ston, who is also a political and 
special assignment reporter. Pub- 
lisher refuses to hire  second- 
stringer, and the H-A is the only 
paper, besides the Sun-Times, that 
doesn’t have a relief man. 
Management says that it will not 
hire anyone while Stevens is ill, 
awaiting his” return. However, 
rumblings are being heard from 
company managers and press 
agents, who feel that in view of all 
the advertising they do, better 
press coverage should follow. 
Kay Summersby Tome Blasted 
N. Y. Daily News blasted Kay 
Summersby’s “Eisenhower Was My 
Boss” book in an editorial Sunday 
(10), declaring that “no wartime 
secrets apparently are sacred to 
her.” The editorial declared that 
“the lady who chauffeured Ejisen- 
hower during the war, turns out to 
be a blabbermouth of the first 


water.” 
Prentice-Hall, publisher of the 
book, is already looking for the 


editorial to boost sales on the as- 
sumption that people will now 
swarm to buy it to learn all the 
hitherto unrevealed war secrets. 
Truth of the matter, according to a 
P-H spokesman, is that the pub- 
lishing firm has a letter from Gen. 
Eisenhowever declaring he has no 
objeetion to Miss Summersby’s 
book. Second printing was recent- 
ly completed, with 20.000 now sell- 
ing strongly. 
Crosby On His Own 

Bing Crosby didn’t use a stand- 
in to author his story, “How I Got 
My Goat,” in the current issue (16) 
of the Saturday Evening Post. In 
a prefatory note, the mag’s editors 
admit that “in a good many cases, 
articles signed by famous screen 
personalities are written by some- 
body else.” 

But in Crosby's case, “the Old 
Groaner would like it known that 
nobody wrote this one but Crosby.” 


CHATTER 
Eugene O'Neill will soon move 
to his home in Mass. 
John Maynard writing a story on 
Rita Hayworth for McCall's mag. 
Marjorie Turner in Hollywood 


‘for two weeks to round up yarns 


for the Syracuse Herald-Journal. 

Bob Bloch, author of “The 
Scarf,” sold it for an anthology. | 
He has started new novel for Dial. 

Lee Rogow calls Jerome Rob- 
bins the “hottest thing in show 
business” in an upcoming Esquire 
profile. 

Frank Filan assigned to a full- 
time Hollywood studio beat by As- 
sociated Press for its World Wide 
feature service. 

Adolphe Roberts, to be exiled 
from his present New Orleans 
apartment by sale of house, will 
winter in Havana. 


The New Yorker's E. J. Kahn 
Jr. bringing out an anthology of 
his pieces via Harpers, “Who, 


Me?” with an introduction by Ir- 
win Shaw. 
Oct. 16 issue of Collier's features 


yarn on Amos ‘n’ Andy’s 20 years 
of network broadcasting, penned 
by N. Y¥. Herald Tribune radio 
critic John Crosby 

Life reader beefed at 
ham’s carnival piece that said 
grift was gone from the midway, 
by telling how he and a pal were 
taken at a big fair carny. 

Haroid M. Bone, Variery’s New 


Bill Gres- 


Haven mugg, has an _ illustrated 
story on Yale’s football demon 
Levi Jackson, in the’ current 


November) issue of Ebony 

Emile C. Schurmacher and Allan 
Gould have formed a  writer- 
photographer team, with offices in 
New York. The former was an as- 
sociate editor of the The American 
Weekly. 

Los Angeles newspapers have 
lost 17.8% in circulation since they 
hiked the price from five to seven 
cents. Customers who formerly 
took two papers are now settling 
for one. 

John Gunther’s memoir of his 
l7-vear-old boy, Johnny, titled, 
“Death Be Not Proud,” will give 
all its profit, both from the pub- 
lishing and authorship end, to can- 
cer research for children. 

John Wilstach sold “Should De- 


linquent Parents Be Jailed” and 
“Reform Right in Prison” to Hill- 
man. Writes for fact crime mags 
under four monickers. Now start- 
ing a try at radio scripts for pro- 
grams that use one-shots. Yep 


crime. 

Ben Conlon, Hillman Periodicals 
editor, writing westerns under 
what -he calls a nom -de- Texas. 
Once did a monthly notel series 
for Street & Smith called Doe 
Rice.-As editor and writer he was 
originally one of Bob Davis’ dis- 
coveriles, 

DAILY VARIETY loaning out its 
managing editor, Roscoe C. “Duffy” 
Cornell to Norman Chandler for 
three to four weeks to get the Los 
Angeles Mirror started. Cornell 
will function as supervisory editor 
until the new afternoon tab hits 
its stride. 


Dr. Jan Van Loewen, one of Lon- 
don’s top literary agents, will make 
his first visit to the U. S. Nov. 9. 
He's bringing a number of Euro- 
pean properties and also intends 
to pick up American plays and 
books for sale in England and on 
the continent. 


Obscene Disks 


Continued from 
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page 1 Qa 
it is “unthinkable” that 
demand for. such and 
asked directly if there is some way 
for the Government to stop manu- 
facture of such disks. 

Eugene Davis, first assistant 
U. S. district attorney for Kansas. 
informed Judge Mellott that steps 


already are being taken in other 
cities, particularly three in Cali- 
fornia which are believed to be 
sources of the records. Davis de- 


there is a 
records, 


, clined to name the California cities 


in the case. He and Lester Luther. 
Kansas district attorney, declared 
that a nationwide investigation of 
the so-called “party” records racket 
is under way and that the David- 
son case is the first of its kind to 
arise. 

Davidson was apprehended by 
the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion in Omaha last week after ac- 
tion of a Wichita, Kan., grand jury 
indicted him on five counts of 
transporting obscene phonograph 
records in interstate commerce. 

H. L. Scott, attorney for David- 
son, presented a plea for leniency 
for Davidson, and described his cli- 
ent as ‘‘a small frog in a big pond.” 
Scott said the manufacture and 
sale of “party records” has been 
going on widespread for years, and 
that some of the records are copy- 
righted. 


Judge Meliott fined Davidson a 
total of $2,500 and placed him on 
probation for two years. 


sel a 


toes 





t SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK : 
S .ctesseeceseee itp Peau Souls t 


Aroused-my, Eire, Oct. 12. 
In what I suspect was an attempt to build me up again to the point 
where I could be lured back for another gold hunt in the Mojave 
Desert, Si Newton took the Scully Circus to the Brown Derby, where 
Maitre Chilius honored us with the most preferred table and Newton 
with the check. 


Remembering that Newton had golfed all over Europe, I thought I 
would reward him with a movie of Ireland. He stiffened at the word 
“movie” and went into a well-feigned trauma. I laid him out in the 
largest Brown Derby booth, which has a seat long enough to be a psychi- 
atrist’s couch, and plied him with psychoanalytic poultices. 

He cenfessed that in 50 years he had seen so much of Harrigan and 
Hart. Dion Boucicault, Chauncey Olcott, Fiske O’Hara, Andrew Mack, 
the Russell Brothers. and even John McCormack, that the mere thought 
charm gripped him in a series of wild Irish 





of an\ Gaelic 


neuroses 


more 


No Casey Stengel? 

Under further questioning, he confessed that in his middle vears 
the Pat O’Briens, Frank McHughs, Frank McGlynns, Morton Downeys, 
Walter Connollys, Barry Fitzgeralds, Fred Allens, Bernard Shaws, Jim 
Tullys. Liam O’Flahertys, Sean O’Caseys, and even the authentic Abbey 
Plavers. had left him so loused up he was thinking of retreating to a 
Belfast tower in the hope of never hearing another Gaelic word for the 
rest of his life. : 

The newest generation of Irish playboys like Tyrone Power, Errol 
Flvnn. Dennis Day, Walter O’Keefe, Michael O’Shea, Dennis Morgan 
and Christopher Lynch (the prodigy of John McCormack) did nothing 
to soften his bias against anything connected with the Irish Free State. 

Under the circumstances I was practically throwing him into an 
acute attack of schizophrenia by suggesting that we wash down the 
good dinner at the Brown Derby by repairing to the Wilshire Ebell to 
view a new film in color on Ireland as produced by Burton Holmes. 
The two words “Ireland” and “Holmes” brought on a new psychosis 

I calmed him by telling him that he wouldn't see a leprechaun (whi h 
I seem to pronounce “leper corn”) in a Holmes travelog. He would 
get the original “positive” (not a rainy print) of an original film, perfect 
in quality, brilliantly projected, gayly dialoged. I assured him further 
that I, too. was allergic to the American Irishman and the Americanized 
Ireland. Once I nearly succumbed when I ran into the sub-editor of 
the Dublin Daily Mail in an Elstree studio. I wired Frank Ward 
O'Malley what about it. He replied he would have me clinked for 
violating his advice. He, already in Dublin, was making a survey and 
had told me to keep my illusions by never putting a foot on Irish soil. 
“Beyond the Shelbourne,” he advised, “all is darkness, including the 
street lighting. My advice to you is to come no nearer Ireland than 
Boulevard McMahon in Paris.” 

Shamrock or Spinach, It’s Green 

So matters stood for 19 years until Burton Holmes came out this 
season with his kodachromatic version of De Valera’s Eire. From the 
moment he stepped on the stage, the old travelogician showed he was 
an entertainer and not merely an educator. He was dressed as always 
in formal evening clothes, but if you looked closely you discovered he 
was wearing a green bowtie and in his lapel a sprig of “Louisiana 
shamrock.” As he spieled along he pulled a bigger bunch of spinach 
from his waistcoat. He ended, like the Hermann the Great he began 
imitating in 1881, by swishing an authentic bunch of shamrock from 
the clawhammer of his formal clothes, thereby adding applause to the 
laughs. 

Added Scene: Glocca Morra 

It took his cameramen four months to get enough sunshine io justify 
the title of “Sunny Days In Independent Eire.” But it was worth it, 
because the shots of Guiness’s Brewery, of Glendalough, Tipperary and 
Limerick, of the cliffs of Moher, the lakes of Killarney, and the Blarney 
Stone, of the Aran Islands, the grey roads of Galway, Connemara and 
Donegal, the road to Glocca*Morra (with the sign still wet with fresh 
paint) and. finally, of the Dublin Horse Show, cured Si Newton of his 
allergy to Holmes and Ireland. 

We came out of the Wilshire Ebell theatre as buoyant as Trish goats, 
Newton further remarking how much better both Holmes and Ireland 
were now than they used to be. 

_ The first foreign soil Holmes ever touched was this self-same Ireland. 
hat was in 1886 when he was 16. He photographed scenes with a pre- 
Kodak camera. That meant trucking a tripod and a black cloth as well. 
_ When he returned home he had lantern slides made of his nega- 
tives, hired the recital hall of the Chicago Auditorium and set up his 
first travelog under the title of “Through Europe With a Camera By a 
Member of the Club.”” It was his first and about his last anonymous 
lecture, and it grossed 350 far-from-anonymous dollars. 

ae subsequent tours of Ireland in 1904, 1928, '38, and last year 
sent Harry Dugan. Between that first time he stepped on Irish soil 
seling ry spd gh. oe films had been invented, and Holmes 
hevienens - trom the first crank. In fact he threw pictures into 
6 ravelogs 51 years ago, and says the reason he is not already in the 
— 007 ca ee the current quality of video is so much 
lp es that he can’t bear to go back that far for “something 

w 7 On His Sixth Million 
Pease Mig iokzne jing Mae present itinerant routine he'll, buy in. 
above his i 7 a ~ ® ows between now and May. This is well 
$5.000.000. years ago when he was working on his first 
ye. vat he is bypassing San Francisco completely. He has never 
' decid uck among the Irish or anybody else in S.F., and this season 
eo = y+ Sarnia se ——- —— L.A. and forget the northern 
shove last year at this eat ed out supremely well, biz being 600 
isa. rg song an wih ae up in Chicago. say, and play 
week. Au contraire ~eping-reamar au he is not idle the rest of the 
Thus he cleans up the entire Coping In and out of neighboring towns. 

ans ire area in about a month before moving on. 














none compared to this 
episode. 

Bechi is a personable screen 
actor but he is happiest when he is 
Singing. His vocalizing is done so 
well it aimost overcomes some of 
the obvious production errors. Sil- 
vana Pampanini, as his wife and 
femme lead in stage operas, does 
Okay although overshadowed by 
several others. She is comely, as is 
Liliane Laine, the ballerina of the 
opera, who is his latest flame. Gino 
Saltamerenda contributes a skillful 
and always getting into a row with characterization of the bandit chief 
his wife. while the prettiest femme in the 

Sequence where Bechi goes eca- picture, the cafe entertainer. gets 
rousing with the bandits and their no program credit. Aroldo “Tieri 
girl friends is a real eye-opener heads the big supporting cast. 
for display of femme pulchritude. Camillo Mastrocinque’s direction 
Even with obvious sharp scissoring fails to rise much above the Vit- 
by censors, it is about the warmest 


— ments but 
| 


| 
| Film Reviews 


Continued from page 11 —3 


When Love Calls 

spite its very apparent flaws. this 
should be a good grosser in Italian- 
language -houses because of its 
topflight singing. 

Plot is too much reprise of the 
Same theme—a_ temperamental 
operatic star alwavs philandering 











a 


+ Mpc gpp odo , st torio Novarese screenplay. Fer- 
visua material to hit the screen in nando Tropea’s editing is hum- 
years. There are other risque mo- drum, Wear 
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B&K’s $2,500,000 House for Chi Loop 
_ First in Years; Supplants Apollo 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Chicago’s first new Loop film 
house in many years, a 2,500-seater 
costing about $2,500,000. is to be 
built on northwest corner of State 
and Lake streets by the Balaban & 
Katz circuit. Theatre, which would 
be directly north of B&K State- 
Lake and diagonal from the Chica- 

o, flagship of B&K chain, will be 
sates as the Paramount. It will 
replace the Apollo, 1,400-seat 
house, which will be torn down 
to make way for a giant bus sta- 
tion. Work on new site will start 
goon with the Paramount likels 
to open late next year. 

Under present building code 
here B&K is the only chain able 
to build a new theatre although 
other leading Chi circuits said they 
were not interested in building. 
Code limits new amusement hous- 
ing to locations where adjacent 
parking facilities are available and 
represent 10% of seating capacity. 
North-end site is the only one with 
such vacant parking facilities. 

Another peculiar angle, in view 
of the Government’s demand for di- 
vestitude of their theatre holdings, 
is that B&K is going ahead with 
this project. It is possible that 
plans are being made for a sepa- 
rate corporate set-up. There also 
is a report that Sam Marx, who 
resigned from Metro a month ago, 
will join B&K after a South Amer- 
ican vacation. 


would be valuable in the circuit 
and to assist in operations of 
WBKB, B&K television station. 

Chain paid about $30 per square 
foot or $726,759 for the major part 
of the site before the war. In 
contrast, the last parcel of real 
estate cost $174 per square foot in 
that section. 





2 New New Mexico Houses 


Denver. 

Gibraltar Enterprises is opening 
two new theatres in Santa Fe, 
N. M., and doing major overhaul 
job on two others in this area. New 
ones are the El Paseo, 650-seater, 
costing $180,000, to open Nov. 1; 
and 683-seat Arco, epening Oct. 15. 
The Teton, Powell, Wyo., is get- 
ting a $68,000 facelift, and re- 
opening Nov. 15, and the Grove, 
Gering, Wyo., is getting a remodel 
plus 500 new seats. 

Atlas Theatres is building a 975- 
seater in Golden, Colo., college 
town, to give the company the 
only two theatres there. 





Start 900-Seater in Texas 
Dallas. 
Construction 


+ 


started at Post, 
Tex., by Texas Enterprises, Inc., on 
new theatre to be known as the 





5 AFL Unions Named 
In ClO Theatre Snarl 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 

Five big AFL trade unions were 
named in Federal court here last 
week in an alleged boycott suit 
which involved work stoppage on 
El Rancho Drive-In theatre at 
Bridgeville. The NLRB petition 
charged that Dill Construction Co 
hired CIO electricians and AFL 
members of five other unions took 
a walk 

Case was widely played up in the 
local press inasmuch as this was 
the first action to crack down on 
closed shop tactics of AFL con- 
struction unions in Pittsburgh dis- 
trict in alleged defiance of Taft- 
Hartley law. NLRB claimed juris- 
diction inasmuch as _ interstate 
commerce was _ involved. Mrs. 
Gordon O. Gibson, secretary of At- 
las Theatre Supply Co., testified 
that theatre equipment for the El 
Rancho was shipped from Chicago, 
Toledo and Troy, O.. Case was 
heard by Judge Robert M. Gibson, 
who is no relation to Mrs. Gibson. 


8 U.S. Pictures 
Lensing Abroad 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Filming abroad has hit new 
high with eight pix lensing in for- 
eign countries and half a dozen 
more in various preparation stages 
for early starts outside U. S. Five 
of octet now shooting are indies, 
three incidentally without a release 
as yet. Remaining three are all 
being made by 20th-Fox, “I Was 
Male War Bride,’ in Germany; 
“Prince of Foxes,” Italy; “Affairs 
of Adelaide,” England. Indies 
without release are Jimmy Savo 
filming his own book, “Little 
World, Hello,” in Italy; Voyagers, 
Inc., making production bow with 
“Rapture,” also in Italy, and A. & 
T. Productions, “The Man on the 
Eiffel Tower,” Paris. 

Gregor Rabinovitch is now mak- 
ing “Faust” for Columbia in Rome, 
and Alfred Hitchcock is winding 
up “Under Capricorn” for Warner 
release in England. Upcoming are 
“The Conspirator,” Metro, Eng- 
land; “The Third Man,” Selznick, 
in association with Korda, Vienna; 





Active in the the- | 
atre end before joining M-G, he | 


exas. The 900-seater will cost Untitled State Department story, 


$100,000. 


20th, exact locations not set; “Rob- 


Robb & Rowley Theatres started inson Crusoe,” Metro, West Indies; 


onstruction of two new houses in 


ak Cliff section. 


Open New Texas 600-Seater 
Ft. Worth. 


The new Lou, owned by C. L. 


“Tokyo Joe,” Santana Productions, 
Japan; “Quo Vadis,” Metro, Eng- 
land and Italy. 

Also Gene Markey and Myrna 
Loy are planning their first indie 
either in France or Italy, and 


Wolf, opened at Idalou, Tex. It is Warners is sending units all over 


a 600-seater. 





Start Ft. Wayne 1,800-Seater 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Construction has started on 1,- 
being built by 


00-seat Clyde 
felen M. Quimby Realty Corp 
here. 
husband, the late Clyde Quimby 
local exhibitor. 


Two Taylors, Unrelated, 





Sail for 2d M-G Brit. Pic 


Robert Taylor and_ Elizabeth 
Taylor sail Saturday (16) aboard 
the Queen Mary for England, 


where they’re slated to start work 
immediately on ‘The Conspira- 
tors,” to be filmed at Metro’s Fl- 


stree studios in London. 


House is named after her! 


the world for “Task Force.” 


TAX THEFTS INVOLVE 
0 PHILLY THEATRES 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

More than 50 film houses had 
their amusement tax money stolen 
in Philadelphia’s super-colossal tax 
;scandal. The disclosure was made 
'when City Controller Frank J. 
Tiemann turned over to Deputy 
Attorney General John C. Phillips 
a complete report on embezzle- 
ments in the Amusement Tax Divi- 
sion of the Receiver of Taxes office. 

Total tax thefts from the film 
theatres are said to be in excess 
of $25,000. The overall thefts were 
approximately $208,000. the con- 





Film is the second to be pro- troller’s report stated. The largest 


duced by Metro since the war's 


portion of the thefts came from 


end, following the recently-com- funds derived from sporting events, 


leted ‘“Edward, My Son.” Arthur 


with nearly all of this amount from 


ornblow, Jr., who’s to produce boxing matches held at the Arena 
“Conspirators,” sails for England and the Cambria A. C. 


soon; M-G studio exec E. J. Man- 


nix sailed last week. 


LIPPERT SKEDS 3 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Republic is renting stage space 
to Robert L. Lippert to produce 
three pictures for Screen Guild 
release, starting early next month. 





Pictures are “I Shot Jesse 
ames,” “Como” and “Roaring 
heels.” 


Although Phillips, who is in 
charge of the Special (June) Grand 
Jury investigating thefts from the 
City, did not reveal immediately 
the contents of the report, it was 
soon learned that one of the sur- 
prise items in the audit was the 
large number of embezzlements 
from the picture houses. 

Controller Tiemann will go be- 
fore the Grand Jury this week to 

; explain the results of his audit. 


SCTOA to Withhold 
ASCAP Theatre Fees 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Payments to ASCAP by inde- 


pendent members of the Southern | 


California Theatre Owners Assn. 
i will be withheld, pending a final 
decision in court. Notice of the 
action will be mailed to ASCAP 
by individual exhibitors, as the 
withholding plan will be handled 
by each theatre and not by SCTOA 
as a body. 

Independent exhibitors voted to 
adopt the recommendation of The- 
atre Owners of America to estab- 
lish special reserve accounts hold- 
ing all ASCAP theatre licensing 
payments until the courts decide 
who is entitled to the coin. 


Hitchcock, Small 
Each Ready Film 


On ‘Lorna Doone 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Battle looms over ‘‘Lorna Doone,” 


with both Edward Small and Al-| 


fred Hitchcock readying film for 
lindie production. Small already 
has script completed and also has 
prior title registration with Motion 
Picture Assn. of America. Prop- 
erty is in public domain. 

Hitchcock reported that business 
end of his picture is in hands of 
partner Sidney Bernstein, but he 
junderstands latter has made ar- 
rangements with British Producers 
Assn. for filming under Trans- 
Atlantic’s banner. 

Small some time ago talked deal 
with Rank for joint production, but 
deal hasn't jelled due to unsettled 
conditions and fact Rank couldn’t 


make certain commitments. But | 
it may still go through, in which | 


case Small would make it in Eng- 
land. Hitchcock plans_ British 
filming but won't personally direct. 


Col. Still Balks On 
All-Industry Setup 
For Pix Arbitrations 


Attempt of the American Ar- 
bitration Assn., administrator of 
the current film arbitration sys- 
tem, to piece together an all-in- 
dustry setup covering eight ma- 
jors and three smaller companies 
has hit a stumbling block with 
Columbia Pictures Approached by 
AAA reps recently, Columbia has 





flatly refused to go for any ar-| 


bitration system governing exhib- 
distrib relations. 

Columbia sees no reason to 
change the stand taken by it in 
1940 when the first arbitration 
system was created, spokesman 


for the company told VARIETY | 
this week. It has been sounded | 


out by the AAA on the subject 
and has advised that outfit that 
there is no chance of the company 
changing its policy. 

All-industry arbitration system 
is one of the main props of the 
Big Five’s offer of terms in set- 
tling the Government 
action. New setup planned would 
be so liberalized as to have with- 
in its jurisdiction practically all 
exhib grievances including the im- 
poriant subject of runs. It is 
probabie that the AAA will con- 
tinue its efforts while excluding 


Coiumbia from any roster of dis- | 


trib participants. 

United Artists, which along with 
Columbia and Universal refused 
to accept the 1940 system, is ready 
to enter the new system if the 
AAA can work out economical 
enough operations and if all other 
companies join. Columbia's re- 
fusal, however, may work a change 
on UA’s attitude. 


DE TOTH JOINS 20TH, 





AFTER SETTLING COL. 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Andre De Toth signed a seven- 
year director ticket with 20th-Fox 
after settling his pact with Co- 
lumbia, which had two years to 
run. 

His first job at 20th-Fox will be 
“Slattery’s Hurricane,’ a William 
Perlberg production. As a result 
of the new contract, De Toth’s 
deal to direct “The Blank Wall’ 
for Walter Wanger was called off. 


anti-trust | 


f 
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Eagle Lion’s sales execs con- 
verged on the Hotel Warwick, 
N. Y., Saturday: (9), for a one-day 


huddle chairmaned by William J.- 


Heineman, distribution veepee. 
Meeting was confined to informal 
discussions with no speeches made. 
Max E. Youngstein, ad-pub veepee; 
Milton Cohen, eastern divisional 
chief: Herman Beiersdorf, south- 
western division manager, and 
number of district heads and ex- 
change managers attended. 


MEMPHIS 


Theatre owners from Tennessee, 
Mississippi and Arkansas will gath- 
er here for a two-day powwow 
which opens Oct. 25 Orris Col- 
lins, prexy of the tristate group, will 
preside over the session, while 
Chalmers Cullins, Memphis show- 
man, will handle entertainment ar- 
rangements. 

A group of top execs from the 
industry will speak, including Andy 
Smith, Jr., Bob Mochrie, Earl J. 
Hudson, Gael Sullivan and Herman 
Levy. 


ST. LOUIS 


Turner-Farrar Circuit, MHarris- 
burg, Ill., will construct a new 
600-seater in Grayville, Ill., to re- 
place the Premiere, destroyed by 
fire last April. 


Jack Kane, a vet film salesman 
who has been manager and part 
owner of the Victorian Club, a mid- 
town nitery, is returning to the 
film biz as St. Louis office man- 
ager for United Artists. 


William T. Keith, United Artists’ 
New Orleans branch manager, 
upped to newly-created post of 
mid-continent district manager. 
He’ll now supervise the St. Louis, 
Kansas City, Omaha and Denver 
branches. 


DALLAS 


N. J. Colquhoun of Atlanta 
named to manage the local Film 
Classics exchange, replacing Ralph 
Peckham, who resigned to become 
manager and partner in Screen 
Guild Miami exchange. Colquhoun 
moved to Atlanta to be Eagle Lion 
manager, but prior to that was 
local Republic branch and district 
manager. 

Roxy,- Wichita Falls, Tex., for- 
merly owned by C. C. Parfet, Gar- 
ret Parker and Dr. Gaylord 
Schwartz, purchased by Leon L. 
Leath. 
Texan and Tower there. 


E. W. Capps sold his Cliftex and 
Gem, Clifton, Tex., to C. E. Wil- 
liams and William Feemster. Feem- 
ster will move there from Knox 
City to manage the Cliftex. 


John C. Greer, general manager 
of United Theatre Service Corp. 
here, acquired the interest of John 
L. Franconi in the buying and 
booking combine. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


_In from Hollywood, W. R. Frank, 
|circuit owner and producer, says 
his forthcoming “Dan Patch” will 
go into production before end of 
1948. 

Virginia Hoffstrom, new St. Paul 
Pioneer Press-Dispatch film critic, 
|sueceeding Jules Steele who re- 
tired. 

University of Minnesota Film 
Society resuming showing of for- 
‘eign films with ‘“Farrebique,” 
French importation. 
| Because W. R. Frank wishes to 
devote all of his time to Hollywood 
film and_ television 
activities, $3,000,000 theatre circuit. 
owned by him and associates, is up 
| for sale, negotiations for its pur- 
chase having been started by 
Kansas City and eastern interests. 

Bruce Waters building $50,000 
theatre at Turtle Lake, Wis.. so 
that town, which now has only a 
one-day-a-week circuit house. will 
have films seven days a week. 


| PITTSBURGH 

| 

| Edgar E. Shaffer has quit exhibi- 
tion in Sandy Lake, selling his 
| Penn-Lake theatre to W. E. Ander- 
son. Latter operates two other 
houses in Pennsylvania and three 
in northwestern New York. Shaf- 
fer continues to run the Roxy in 
Slippery Rock. ‘ 

Bruce Edgreen, who has been 
with the Blatt Bros. Grand in 
Port Allegany for years, is new 
manager of the house. Replaces 
Bob Stauffer, transferred to Blatt 
theatre in Corry. 

Joseph Zana transferred his Penn 
theatre, West Tarentum, to Thomas 
Zaimes. 

Bob Dunbar, former WB sales- 
man here who went to Detroit as 
company’s branch manager, contin- 


Three continue to operate | 





Film Row 





An ie i 


‘uing to improve following an ill- 


néss which had him on sick leave 
since last January. 


CINCINNATI 

Willie Vance, owner of Dixie 
Gardens, drive-in near Covington 
in Greater Cincy area, acquitted 
last week on a charge of operating 
a lottery, the ‘“‘Wahoo” game, simi- 
lar to bingo. It was played by 
flashing numbers on screen. A 
structural steel twin screen, on 
which pistures can be shown on 
two sides simultaneously, is being 
erected at new outdoor theatre of 
Shor Enterprises, Inc., in suburban 
Bond Hill 

West Virginia Theatre Managers 
Assn. will hold its annual conven- 
tion at Terrace-Plaza hotel here 
Nov. 12-13. National Ailied prexy 
William Ainsworth and other Al- 
lied toppers invited to attend. 


CHICAGO 


Skyhi drive-in in westend dou- 
bled its car capacity since opening 
three months ago. 

Harry Bryan joins Esseness cir- 
cuit publicity department 

James Grainger headed Repub- 
lic Pictures two-day meet which 
brought in Abe Fischer, Chicago; 
Jack Frackman, Milwaukee; Harry 
Lefholtz, Omaha; Nate Steinberg, 
St. Louis; Ed Brauer, Indianapolis; 
Dave Nelson, Des Moines: Jack 
Loefler, Minneapolis; Dave Hunt, 
Oklahoma City; and John Houli- 
han, Dallas. Abe Fischer was made 
midwestern sales manager, post 
he had held in acting capacity 
previously. 

Film row local B-45, IATSE, 
notified exchanges it will seek 
wage hikes in November. 

DENVER 

Gibraltar Enterprises bought the 
Star, Fowler, Colo., from H. O. 
Russell. 

Tom Bailey, Film Classics dis- 
trict manager, escaped with a head 
scratch when his car belew a tive, 
demolishing the auto. 

Paul Allmeyer, head booker for 
Paramount, made salesman here. 
Succeeds Frank Westbrook, Jr., 
moved to Kansas City James 
Rickets, Des Moines booker, gets 
Denver booking post. 

Henry Valleau made city man- 
ager of Gibralter Enterprise thea- 
tres in Santa Fe, N. M. 

Harold E. Wilson closed Chief, 
La Veta, Colo. Poor business, 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Favorite Films Exchange is 
slated to open here soon accord- 
ing to Albert Dezel, who has ap- 
plied for a charter to operate the 
venture. Associated with him will 
be Edward J. Salsberg of Cincin- 
nati. New outlet will handle Fa- 
vorite Films, Masterpiece Produc- 
tions, Madison and various oldies 
owned by Albert Dezel Produc- 
tions, Ine. 


LOS ANGELES 


United Artists Theatres of Cali- 
fornia signed contracts for con- 
struction of a new film house in 
Bella Vista area, East Los Angeles. 
Blueprints call for a 1,200-seater, 
with building slated to start’ early 
next month. 


DES MOINES 
Russell C. Fraser is new direc- 
tor of ad-publicity for Tri-States 
Theatre Corp. here; succeeds Don 
Allen, transferred to Sioux City, 
Ia., as city manager. 





producing , 


— NBC-TV Pix 














—_mg Continued from page 5 


NBC to buy film for many stations 
at a time. Through this mass dis- 
tribution service, it’s possible to 
cut down the distrib fee, which 
is passed on to affiliates via lower 
individual costs. It’s expected that 
some stations might object to their 
indices being based on population 
and not the number of sets in their 
area. Kelly explained this by de- 
claring that the set distribution 
figure changes so often, it would 
be necessary to issue a new rate 
card practically every day. 

System is also applicable for 
kinescope recordings of live shows. 
In this case, however, the cost to 
affiliates will be based on the re- 
lationship of the show’s original 
live production cost and the sta- 
tion’s population index. Kelly de- 
clared the affiliates’ subscription 
to the service is voluntary, but 
pointed out that the more stations 
using it, the lower would be the 
cost to each. 
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THE STAR makes his getaway. In his 
wake “confusion” reigns... 

This background action, however, is 
far from helter-skelter; the assistant 
director has controlled it carefully to 
keep it characteristic of the scene. 

But handling supporting actors is 
only one of many ways the assistant di- 
rector daily demonstrates his sense of 
the dramatic and his organizing skill. 
He is liaison man between his director 














He keeps the action in character... 


and the cast and crews. He prepares 
shooting schedules ... assigns calls... 
anticipates every need that might arise. 

Thus the difference between efficient 
picture making and a film that goes be- 
yond its schedule and budget often rests 
with him. Yet heavy as his responsibil- 
ity is, it’s lightened not a little by the 
faithful performance of a “partner” in 
efficiency—the famous Eastman family 
of motion picture films. 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER 4, N. Y. 


J. E. BRULATOUR, INC., DISTRIBUTORS 
FORT LEE + CHICAGO + HOLLYWOOD 
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Exhibs Invading Tele 








sideration. Another is the estab- 
Jishment ot a theatre television dis- 
tribution system for theatres ex- 
clusively which would handle spe- 
cial events of wide interest. Dis- 
tribution could be had either 
through use ef TOA stations, rental 
of time over coaxial cables or spe- 
cial deals made with existing video 
statio.s. 
Suspicious Exhibitors 

TOA has been under increasing 
pressure by indie members, par- 
ticularly, to launch into a big pro- 
gram on video. There is a consid- 
erable indie exhib wing in TOA 
with suspicions that the producers, 
or some of them, may ultimately 
throw over theatres in favor, of 
selling their product directly to 
television. This development is 
thought more likely in the event 
the anti-trust suit culminates in 
partial or complete divorcement of 
theatres. 

Night sports and other special 
events telecast are already hurting 
business, exhibs aver, and are ex- 
pected to cut more deeply into 
grosses as tele stations spread out, 
Fact that the public is shopping 
for entertainment, with one amuse- 
ment branch vying with all others 
for the spending dollar is adding 
impetus to the exhib idea of en- 
tering video. TOAers see the need 
for self-protection and are follow- 
ing the slogan laid down at the 
recent Chicago convention of the 


group: “If you can't lick ‘em, 
join ’em.” 
Wolfson’s committee will also 


swing into a campaign to get pro- 
ducers to trailerize their films over 
television as part of their na- 


Continued from page 5 











FIVE-STAR 


DC-6 


FLAGSHIPS 


LOS ANGELES 


11 hours, 10 minutes 


CHICAGO 


3% hours 








tional publicity campaigns. Nation- 
al Screex. Service is also being 
asked to check into the feasibility 
of making trailers which can be 
both shown in theatres and used 
by distribs over television. At the 
same time, committee will also ask 
distribs to completely eliminate re- 
lease to tele of features made for 
theatrical exhibition. 

Sullivan’s checkup into availa 
bility of new ultra-high channels 
for theatres is considered timely 
because the FCC is currently con- 
sidering proposals to move into 
the higher band where more chan- 
nels would be useable. Exhibs feel 
they missed the boat heretofore 
when they stood by and allowed 
radio broadcasters and newspapers 
to cop almost all present channels. 











Aussie Remittance | 


Continued from page 3 
| living quarters for people of mod- 
est means. Complaints of over- 
sentimentality and romantic exag- 
gerations are often heard. U. S. 
humor, some say, is not as subtle 
as British humor, but, on the other 
hand, U. S. comedians have an 
enthusiastic following. 
Other countries reported on: 
NETHERLANDS: U. S. is figured 
as likely to have between 36 and 
38 wecks playing time a year there 
under the plan worked out by 
Bioscoop Bond, the film monopoly. 
although it will run less if Dutch 
production increases. The Bond 
revamped a suggestion of the Neth- 
erlands government to allow 40 
weeks of U. S. pix into one which 
|provides 18 weeks of U. S. features 
|in first half year and 20 weeks 
|during second half of year ending 
| Aug. 26, 1949 
| PORTUGAL: Country has 
| sharply curtailed ail U. S. imports 
due to scarcity of dollar exchange. 
| In July import of American films 
| was temporarily suspended so that 
| the exchange situation could be 
| canvassed. It was then agreed that 
| the 1948 remittances should be the 
; Same as in 1947. A total of $600.- 
000 was allocated, $534,000 for re- 
i mittances and $66,000 for purchase 
|of raw film. This is considered a 
| good break for Hollywood since the 











| base year of 1947 was a very profit- | 


lable one fo r Hollywood in 
| Portugal. 
ICELAND: Imports of American 


Russ, Yugo Deals 


Eric Johnston, Motion Pic- 
ture Ass'n. of America’s prexy, 
has informed members of the 
MPAA board that his film deal 
with Russia and Yugoslavia is 
conditioned on their consent 
to the proposal. Johnston has 
worked out complete details 
with the two countries but has 
an understanding with these 
governmental bodies that the 
final okay must be given first 
by the board. He will meet 
with the directors to present 
the proposed pact immediately 
upon his return. 


Johnston's ukase in London, 
early in his trip, that American 
pix must be packaged apart 
when sold to Britigh theatres, 
was not an on-the-spot decision 
by the MPAA chief, it has also 
been learned. Contrary to be- 
lief, he had reached an under- 
standing with company prexies 
to ban mixed double-billing of 
Yank films with British before 
crossing the Atlantic. His Lon- 
don announcement merely im- 
plemented that decision. 











'Johnston’s Confab 
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cae Continued from page 3 aoa 














proposed film deals with Russia 
and Yugoslavia. 

Production problems will also 
find themselves on the agenda. 
Government anti-trust suit which 
goes before the statutory court 
during or immediately after the 
Coast huddles will be discussed. 
Distribution tangle is in for con- 
siderable talking with the stress 
on recent red ink in which a num- 
ber of companies have recently 
found themselves. Public relations 
problem, to the fore again because 
of the Robert Mitchum case, will 
also help drag out the huddles. 


Indicative of the length of the 


series of meets is the fact that 
Johnston's office has cancelled 
speaking engagements of _ the} 


MPAA prexy which he had plan- 


ned for Oct. 25 and the first week | 


in November. 


Johnston’s AMPP Push 
May Set Off Fireworks 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 


Fireworks are expected when 


Eric Johnston and studio toppers 
Oct. 20-22. Though meeting re- 


major company prexies huddle with | 








$45,000,000 Foreign B.0. 
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filmites will have, U. S. companies to exchange the 


\some aces in bucking the current pounds for dollars in the world 


\tendency to brush off film import | market. 
| payments because of the “luxury” | 
‘tag. “We cooperated with you) Syria, 


| when your coin was short,” the in- | 


| dustry’s argument will run, “and 


inow we went you to return to a. 


normal do..ars-for-goods basis.” 

Judging from past performances 
of the U. S. State Department, the 
industry now realizes that it has 
to travel under its own power In 
the world market. Future deals 
with foreign countries will have to 
be hammered out without help 
from Government officials who, ac- 
cording to foreign division chiefs, 
have been too quick to regard films 
as a “dispensable item.” The in- 
dustry’s burn at the State Dept. 
was climaxed by its exclusion from 
the Marshall Plan allocations. 

Britain and France 

On the basis of agreements fixed 
'with England and France, the two 
largest markets, the industry is as- 
sured a minimum of $20,500,000 in 
iremittances from these two coun- 
‘tries. Britain's allowance of $17,- 
000,000 yearly in remittances, how- 
lever, will be increased by the cred- 
‘its on the earnings of English pix 
in the U. S. American companies 
will earn about $30,000,000 in Bri- 
tain in 1948. 


J. Arthur Rank’s strongest en- 
tries. “Hamlet” (Universal), ‘“The| 
Red Shoes” (Eagle Lion). “Scott) 


of the Antarctic” (EL) and “Chris- | 


topher Columbus” (U), are slated 


to gross over $5,000,000 next year | 


with an estimated net profit to 
Rank of $2,000,000 which will be 
credited to the U. S. industry. 
Britain's full schedule of pix in 
ithe U. S. may add several millions 
| to this figure. 

| Under the U. S.-French agree- 
ment, American remittances have 
been fixed at $14,500.000 over the 
next four years, representing liqui- 
dation of funds blocked prior to 
June 30, 1947, plus some current 
‘income. Terms limit American 
pix to 121 per year with the quota 
'for playing time of domestic prod- 
luct upped to 10 weeks out of every 
26. 

In Belgium, one of the free mar- 
| ket outposts remaining in Europe, 
U. S. earnings will hit the $4,000.- 
000 mark next year. Switzerland, 
‘another free market area, is slated 
ito return slightly under $2,000,000. 
Norway, Holland, Denmark, Swe- 


' 





|Rank’s two U. S. 


The other Near East 
countries, Turkey, Iraq, Iran and 
have imposed special re- 
strictions on dollar payments for 
U. S. films. 


Yank Filmers 


———=—= Continued from page 5 ee 
cording to the Yank spokesmen, is 
the reason for Rank’s poor grosses 
in this country. 

Only way Rank can, hope to 
widen his toehold on American 
screens, they declared, is on a,com- 
petitive basis. His product must 
stack up picture for picture against 
domestic product. They conceded 
that Universal and Eagle Lion, 
releasing outlets, 
faced a severe problem in selling 
British films here and tossed a bow 
in U’s direction for “breaking its 
back” in trying to line up dates. 





|Finally, they pointed to the tre- 


mendous grosses being rolled up 
by “Hamlet” in Boston and New 
York currently as proof that a good 
British film will do business in the 
U. S., citing the Boston date as evi- 
dence that the attempted boycott 
hadn’t hurt the film’s business. 
Lord Off For ‘Tokyo’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Robert Lord leaves for Japan 


Oct. 14 to check backgrounds for 
the Humphrey Bogart | starrer, 
“Tokyo Rose,”* which Santana 


Productions will make for Colum- 
bia release. 

Lord will be accompanied by 
Cyril Hume, screenwriter, and 


GEORGE 
WRIGHT * 


eum ORGANIST aaa 
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| films have been curtailed here be- 
| cause of the shortage of dollar 
|exchange. Films from other coun- 
tries have also been restricted to a 
| lesser extent for the same reason. 
| Several theatres in Reykjavik were 


_ closed for short periods because 
AMERICAN no pictures were available for 
them. 


Phone HAvemeyer 6-5000 
er your travel agent 
Ticket Offices: Airlines Terminal 
Rockefeller Center « Hotel New Yorker 
120 Broadway ¢ Hotel St. George 
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portedly is to cover various phases | gen and Portugal, all currently im- | 
of the industry, plus Johnston’s re- posing restrictions of one or an-| 
port of his European negotiations | other kind on coin remittances to 
and trip, a big issue is expected to | the U. S.. are likely to account for | 
come when Johnston attempts to| another $2,000,000. Italy, Spain| 


take over operations of Ass’n of | and Finland have complete bans on | 
Motion Picture Producers’ Holly-| remittances, while the rest of Eu- | 


wood organization, and suggest that rope, behind the “Iron Curtain,” 
he be authorized to engage for it are being handled by the Motion 
a top calibre leader. . 
Freeman of Paramount, has been 
acting chairman since Byron P 
resigned. 

Producers here are greatly op- 
posed to N. Y. operating the local 


‘ peculiar monetary and_ political 
ric€ conditions existing there. 

Aussie and South America 
In Australia, U. S. companies | 


Y. Frank picture Export Assn. because of the | § 


“Jo 


Always me | eelerated by an all-time high being 


| currently asked and paid for the- 


THE SHOWMAN’S FRIEND atre realty. With construction ma- 


in Los Angeles 
e 
500 Modern Rooms 


with beth and radio 
“Foremost on the Coast” 


ALEXANDRIA HOTE 


Fifth at Spring @ Los Angeles 
FRANK WALKER, General Manager 


terials still ballooning, prospective 
| sellers have generally fixed a price 
of seven times one year’s earnings 
| for flickeries offered to buyers. 

| “That’s a big chunk for anyone 
to digest who is moving in,” one ex- 
|hib shopper said. “It’s too high by 
any standard but sellers are get- 
ting it nonetheless. Unless it car- 
| ries with it the real estate besides 
| the lease, there may be plenty of 
failures in the next 10 years.” 


organization, whose problems are 
different from those of the Motion 
Picture Ass’n of America, of which 
Johnston is prexy. Johnston wants 
to abolish Hollywood authority over 
this office, while studio heads are 
determined to circumvent such a 
move. They feel that local labor 
problems, as well as inter-studio 
problems, can’t be taken away with 
‘advantage from studio heads and 
members of boards or directors 
who are studio men familiar with 
production. 


will earn approximately $3,500,000 | § 


representing 70° of the total rev- 


enues Down-under with the Aus- | 


sies freezing the remainder. Also 
jin the Far East, India, Burma, 
| Singapore, the Philippines. 


and Hong Kong permit free re- 


'mittances, with U. S. films expected | 
those | 
China, Indo-China and 


to earn over $5,000,000 in 
| countries. 
| Burma have blocked all 
| tances. 

| In South America. U. S. film 
| companies have been belted by 
| price-fixing and rental regulations 


remit- 


Siam | 








HURST BLDG. 


Formerly at Olmsted, Cleveland, O. | Big deals are expected despite 


eee =the fact that there is not as much 
LSS | money around as last year. For 


; | instance, number of indie circuit 
Calve ral School ‘Operators have already sounded out 
comes to you 











fF} major companies on the possibility 
iof buying Government - attacked 
houses. The big factor, it’s said, 
~@ /is that theatres which have been 
gt Jy | tightly held for many years must 


Kindergarten through ninth grade “Gi WER"2T" | go with a consequent tremendous | 
@ You can give your child a sound educa- | loosening of the entire realty mar- | 
; i 


ion at home, without teaching experience. | ket. 


Jodern tested methods, guidance by Cal- ae oe : : 
vert teachers. Used by 678,000 children. |, Bank credit is tighter because 
me lessons, books, supplies included at the retirement of the public debt 
cost. Start any time. Write for! has been drawing on reserves. All 
eatalog, giving child's age, school grade. | banking associations have been 


CALVERT SCHOOL I89E | : 
Tuscany Road, Baitimere 10, Md. ; warning their members to watch 


an send me full information ubout Calvert | leans on realty and that awareness 
me-Study courses. 





SD G86 Sees 6:55 40500 995094050s sas ese orsene sees | will act as a partial but far from 
MNOUD 5 0:0.0010b 00555600 04 00600000 crecchonepoewns complete brake on theatre transac- 





tions. 

Regardless, insiders are still con- 
vinced that the next 12 months 
'| will bring on the unprecedented 
i| volume of sales. “Construction 
|| costs are so high and theatres-for- 
‘sale have been so scarce that the 
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SPORTSERVICE, Inc. saconsBRos.’ a))-time 
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high,” observer 


/ summed up. 


one 





| buying impulse has built up to an | 


noone, of eremene ot et a Brazil which has resulted in a 
s a me 4d ta huinni, complete stoppage of operations 
dio men aren’t opposed to bringing | there Brazil represented a $6,- 


_in a salaried man to replace Byron | 

‘Price: who wan in charge for over 00000, market. ‘Another 88,00. 
A enon ny Race Peon & man who | been slashed to $4,000,000 by the 
a | 33% devaluation of the peso. Ar- 
| gentina at the present time per- 


Hammond (Ind.) Suit mits no remittances “but film im- 
r - ‘ ports into that country are continu- 
Vs. 14 Major Distribs | ing until “dollars are made avail- 
Chicago, Oct. 12. jable by the Argentine Central 


| Bank.”” Peru, likewis 
Peter Poulos, operator of the Ace | a eru, likewise, has banned 


| | remittances 
|theatre, Hammond, Ind., fourth-| sich countries as Per 

‘ | § S as u, Bolivia 
run nabe, filed suit in Chi federal anq Colombia are restricting U. S. 
court Friday (8) against 14 major | gojjars to a trickle. The rest of 
‘distributors, charging them with South and Central America are 
conspiring to monopolize film ex-| free market areas where U. S. com- 
hibition, suppressing competition panies will remit from $3,000,000 
bey discriminating in rental rates. | +, $4,000,000 net in the ‘comi 
|He charges that 20-day clearance year ” 
was allowed first-run houses, Par-|" In the rest of tl 
| . A 1e world, South 
| ee eae a joan | Africa, with no restrictions, will re- | 
ca tk deet aa tae te tee | mit approximately $2,000,000 to the | 


1 U. S. Palestine has banned the 
Calumet, after which the Ace was | ; mae | 
peter age Fone |outflow of gold for pix since the 


a ; , formation of the Israeli govern- | 
Operator seeks an injunction and | ment although an early agreement 
an order barring waiting time for {is expected. Egypt permits remit- | 


: films. ‘tances only in sterling, forcing ! 
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“CRY OF THE CITY”’ 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


ON VARIETY STAGE—DANNY THOMAS 
THE SHYRETTOS - MARIE McDONALD 


ON ICE STAGE—-‘THE BLUE DANUBE" 
Starring JOAN HYLOOFT 


—ROXY “5,4 — 




















——— RADIO CITY MUSIC MALL 


Rockefeller Center 
REER GARSON ® WALTER PIDGEON 
in “JULIA MISBEHAVES" 


Peter Elizabeth Cesar 
LAWFORD TAYLOR ROMERO 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION ‘ 
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Riviera, N. Y., 
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Chase, St. Louis 
Persian Room, N.:¥. 
Empire Room, Chicago 
Slapsie Maxie’s, L. A. 
Roosevelt, New Orleans 
Last Frontier, Las Vegus 
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Capitol, N. Y. — Chicago, Chicago ” 
“Music Hall, N. Y. — Olympia, Miami 
-Roxy, N. Y.. —--Hippodrome, Baltimore _ 
Paramount, N. Y. — Earle, Philadelphia 
Oriental, Chicago — Capitol, Washington 
Palace, Cleveland — Riverside, Milwaukee 


Circle, Indianapolis — Stanley, Pittsburgh 
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esterfield Supper Club” — “Paul Whiteman Show” 
ildegarde’s Raleigh Room” — “Burgess Meredith Show’ 


“AND NOW 


TELEVISION! 


PAUL WINCHELL 


Assisted by JERRY MAHONEY 


Co-starring DUNNINGER 
for BIGELOW-SANFORD CARPET CO., INC. 
Thursdays. 9:30 - 10:00 P.M. Beginning October 14tt 
WNBT 


Produced hy FRANK TELFORD 
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GOLDFARB, MIRENBURG and VALLON MARVIN KOHN WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, inc. 


RKO BLDG. RADIO CITY, NEW YORK 20,N Y RKO BLDG., RADIC CITY NEW YORK:20,N. Y 








ae eoued a 


> 
ae tals Nite WBS Soke 











oe ws 


pe. 




















RADIO 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, October 13, 1948 





Radio Execs, Ad Council Huddle | 


On ‘Selling’ U.S. Economic System 


The four major networks and 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters 
huddled last Thursday (7) with 
the Advertising Council to blue- 


print plans for radio’s role in a| 


year-long campaign the council 
will, launch next month under the 


heading of “A Program for a Bet- | 


ter Understanding of the Ameri- 
can Economie System.’ The coun- 
cil. as far as radio is concerned, is 
shooting for 180,000,000 “listener 
impressions” per month. 

led Repplier, Ad Council prexy, 
briefed the broadcasters. A com- 
mittee was named, composed of 
Robert Saudek of ABC, Davidson 
Taylor of CBS, Phillips Carlin of 
Mutual, Ken Dyke of NBC and 
Harold Fair of the NAB, to plot 
the network participation. They'll 
meet with George P. Ludlam, 
council veepee, and Gordon Kin- 
ney, radio director, to report their 


pians. 
Council, aecording to spokes- 
men, hopes the campaign will 


shape into its biggest to date. 
Prepped over a two-year period 
by a joint American Assn. of 
Advertising Agencies and Assn. 
of National Advertisers committee 
headed by Don Belding of Foote, 
Cone & Belding, project will util- 
ize all media (magazines, news- 
papers, billboards, car. cards, etc., 
as well as radio) to explain the 
American economic system, on the 
premise that it “is gravely threat- 
ened—by ignorance.” 

Council’s thesis is that ‘“‘many 
people haven't the faintest idea of 
what makes our system work or 
how to make it better. They mag- 
nify its imperfections and seem 
biind to its benefits. They decry 
the very foundations of the Sys- 
tem, which have made this coun- 
trv great.” 

While dollar figures aren’t yet 
available on the value of the space 
and time to be devoted to the 
drive, it’s apparent that the total 
will run into the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. General 
Electric and General Foods, for 
instance, will each put $100,000 
worth of space behind the cam- 
paign. Four agencies—Benton & 
Bowles, FC&B, J. Walter Thomp- 
son and Young & Rubicam, al- 
ready have promised to buy space 
for ads over their own names. 

While the radio campaign isn’t 
formatted as yet beyond allocation 
of spot announcements to both re- | 
gional and national webs, for use | 
on both commercial and sustaining | 
shows, the council said it had been | 


| Army’s 





r | 
| 


HANNA TO PARIS AS 
UNESCO RADIO AIDE 


| P 
Michael R. Hanna, general. man- 


ager of the Cornell University sta- | 
tion, WHCU and WHCU-FM, and | 


a director of the NAB, will go to 
Paris late this month as public re- 
lations consultant to the UNESCO 
radio program committee. 

Appointed originally to repre- 
sent American broadcasters at the 
Oct. 23-Nov. 3 meeting in Paris of 
a special mass communications set 
up by the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Social and Cultural Organ- 
ization, the Cornell station man- 
ager was elevated to the post of 
consultant for the 
committee at a meeting last week 
in Washington with Julian Huxley, 
UNESCO Director General, and 
officials of the State Department. 

In this new capacity, Mr. Hanna 
will advise representatives of radio 
‘from 18 member nations_ of 
UNESCO in their planning for a 
worldwide, free flow of information 
as a basic, international movement 
for world peace. 


Army Buys 106 
Whly. ANTA Show; 
Nov. 11 ABC Bow 


American National Theatre & 
Academy has just signed a deal 
for a weekly series of radio shows 
to be sponsored by the U. S. Army 





‘and Air Fogce Recruiting Services. 


Pact was negotiated through Gard- 
ner agency and represents the 
biggest single network 
splurge to date. (During the past 
year it has sponsored approxi- 
mately a dozen other network 
airers.) 

Show will carry a $10,000 week- 
ly budget, it’s understood, with 
ANTA guaranteed a minimum of 


| $2,500 a week. Program is slated 


to preem Nov. 11. (Armistice Day) 
in the 7:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday 
segment on ABC. 

John Houseman: will direct the 
series, pinchhitting for Earle Mc- 
Gill, who has been hospitalized. 


assured by the nets that they'll Howard Teichmiann will write and 


build full-length shows which will 


be “dramatized explanations” of. 


produce, with ANTA to recruit top 
| talent weekly for a variety-slanted 


the American system. |format. Nathan Kroll will provide 
Non-affiliated stations are ex- | the music. 


pected to work out a plan of coop- 
eration via NAB. No specific plans 
have been made for employing 
television, although it’s believed 
that both networks and advertisers 
in this medium will work out TV 
plugs for the campaign. 


With 56 a Week Coming 
Up, Billy Rose Ankles MBS 





“Bone-crushing amount of work” 
Billy Rose took on for awhile— 
five radio stints a week, five news- 
paper columns weekly, authorship 
of a book, ete., in addition to run- 
ning his nightclub and theatre, 
not to mention writing songs— 
just got to be too much. So, last 
week, he bowed out of his five- 
minute cross-the-board chore on 
the Mutual network. 

The fadeout coincided with ex- 
piration of his year’s contract, un- 
der which he was bankrolled by 
Semler. He was getting $3,000 a 
week for the stint and the next 
option called for a hike to $5,000. 
But he decided he wanted to ease 
up the grind, he said, and asked 
Semler to let him cancel. (He 
recently also cut his five-a-week 
eolumning chore to three.) 

Rose said Music Corp. has made 


him several radio offers, but he | 
turned them down. He'll devote | 
occasional | 
guestshots in air shows, to pub- | 
licizing his book, which is due off | 


himself, aside from 


the press Oct. 25. 

Mutual time slot, 8:55-9 p.m., 
was handed over Monday (11) to 
Hy Gardner, who'll do anecdotes 
based on current news. Spot is 
now sustaining. Gardner also does 
“Twin Views of the News” on 
MBS with Danton Walker. 


Show Due to Pressure 


| Aline MacMahon will be the liai- 

son between the Army and ANTA 
in lining up the weekly talent, 
wi: Roland Martini of the Gard- 
uer agency and agent Ted Ashley 
arranging the final pacting. 





Chicago, Oct. 12. 


| 

: 

Hooker’s Ted Lewis Buy 

| Hooker Paint Co., through Good- 


kind, Joice & Morgan, has bought 


'26 weeks of the transcribed “Ted | 
| Lewis Show” for Sunday after- | 


noon airing in Chicago, Yanktown, 
S. D., and Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Show is packaged by Chartoc- 
Colman Productions. 


| 
Ithaca, Oct. 12. | 
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international | 
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KLZ’s Director of News, 
Special Events 


SHELDON PETERSON 


A reporter, editor and a _ keen 
writer with a sharp sense of the 
dramatic in news. Introduced use 
of spot news wire recordings into 
newscasts in Denver 


KLZ, DENVER. 








Philcoin AM-TV 
Splurge; Buys Up 


- ‘Premiere Shows 


Combined radio and television 
billings may project Philco into the 


forefron F national s sors j i aa : ‘ oa 
oretront of national sponsors next | Adams also writes six columns | yses, such as television. He added 


season. The company, already 
prominently entrenched in the 
AM picture with its approximate 
$1,500,000 time-talent outlay on the 
Bing Crosby transcribed show on 
| ABC, is particularly gunning for 
the No. 1 spotlight among adver- 


out diminishing its hold in the 
strictly audio medium, which also 
;embraces several transcribed se- 
ries for Philco dealers. 
| In addition to its top-budgeted 
|“Philco Television Playhouse” on 
NBC-TV Sunday nights, the outfit 
is planning a new video series 
after the first of the year built 
around Paul Whiteman and a teen- 
age-sianted format. This is headed 
for an ABC-TV projection. (The 
fact that the Philco TV station in 
Philly is an NBC affiliate clinched 
the “Playhouse” series for that 
network.) 

In addition, Philco is practically 
| underwriting all the TV preems 
| around the country that tie in with 
| the ABC network. Last Saturday’s 
(9) WXYZ-TV opening in Detroit, 
for example, was highlighted by a 
‘talent array headed by Georgie 
|Price, the Hartmanns and Paul 
| Whiteman, with Philco picking up 
| the $7,500 talent tab. 
| Similarly, both the Los Angeles 
;and San Francisco TV preems for 
' ABC will probably be marked by 
'Philco-sponsored productions. 


Oboler Due in Fri. (15) 


Arch Oboler, winding up his 
eight-month safari through South 
Africa, arrives in New York Fri- 
day (15) aboard the Morgantown 
Victory. 

During his trip for material for 
radio and television shows to be 
produced by Fred W. Ziv, Oboler 
recorded 36 hours of tape and pho- 
tographed several thousands of cel- 
luloid feet in color. ' 

















The Democrats may not be ma 


pitch in election campaign histo 
p.m. segment on a three-a-week 





Warwick & Legler. Scfipters w 


Initialer on Monday, after open 


Dems Woo Femmes With Disk Jockey 


tching the Republicans in air-time 


coin, but they came up Monday (11) with the most novel radio 


ry. Dems took over ABC’s 3:45-4 
basis ‘‘from here in” to woo the 


femme vote with a stanza which pulls most of the standard gim- 
micks out of the programming bag. 

Titled “The Democratic Record Show,” series has been put to- 
gether by the Democratic National Committee’s campaign agency, 


rere Don Gibbs and Allen Hinley. 
ing with “Missouri Waltz” as the 


| “1948 Victory Song,” brought on: 
| 1. A disk jockey who twirled “Now Is the Time to Fall In Love 


, 


. .. potatoes are cheaper,” etc., 


to get jobs to bring in enough 1 


Kenneth S. Wherry for “doing t 


which he interrupted to describe 


| as out-of-date in these high-price’ days. 
2. A Lodi, N. J., housewife, who told how the whole family had 


money to live. 


3. A “giveaway” in which a “booby prize’ was awarded to Sen. 


he most to knock out OPA.” His 


prize was “a conducted tour through the nearest butcher shop.” 


4. A “mystery tune” (which was “Why Was I Born?”s to which 


clues were given—it came out in 
breadlines were long, etc. 


the depth of the depression, when 


5. The “ghost of the Republican 80th Congress” (‘in an echo 
chamber) which wailed its sins and was told to ‘go haunt Dewey.” 
At the windup, Mrs. Indie Edwards, exec director, of the Demo 
women’s division, made a direct bid for the feminine vote for 


President Truman. 


—. T 





The Lady Shows Her Mettle 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

Frieda Hennock, first woman member of the FCC, made it plain 
last week that as far as she’s concerned there will be no radio fre- 
quencies wasted. After three months of patient “orientation listen- 
ing” since she became a commissioner, Miss Hennock lashed out 
during proceedings Thursday (7) at railroad company witnesses 
fighting a proposed cut in their frequency allotments. 

The lady commissioner did some sharp questioning of lawyers 
(she is herself one) to find out how much radio equipment has 
been bought for the frequencies assigned the roads. When James 
G. Blaine, of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Lines, outlined his 
company’s plans, she retorted: “I’m only interested in the amount 
you have spent because you have spent so little on these valuable 
frequencies.” She added that the roads have been so cautious in 
the past in purchasing radio equipment that she feared they may 
be as cautious in the future in using the frequencies. 

Miss Hennock, prior service, was a member of the New York 
law firm of Choate, Mitchell & Ely. 
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Telea Luxury or a Necessity? 
Issue in FCC Radio Frequencies 


+ Washington, Oct. 12. 
| Reference to television as a 
‘“‘mere convenience or amuse- 


é ? 
What a Man Adams ment” using valuable radio fre- 








| 24,000 
| 150,000 people in 60 towns and Railroads asserted that an undue 


WSAY Nixed By 


tisers in the TV picture, but with- | mony, said television is a ‘very 


Minneapolis, Oct. 12. | quencies which should be allocat- 
WCCO has totted up figures tO | eq to “necessary services” was 


| show newscaster Cedric Adams vigorously challenged last week by 
| hasn’t been exactly idle. FCC Chairman Wayne Coy. 
| Also maestro of talent show, At hearings Thursday (7) before 


| Adams in past six months audi-|the Commission on allocations for 
tioned 765 amateur acts, traveled | non-broadeasting services, J. M. 
miles, appeared before|Souby of the Assn. of American 


| broadcast 13 newscasts a week be-|amount of spectrum 


' space has 
| side two half-hour talent shows. |been allotted 


to entertainment 


a week for Minneapolis Star and |that. radio services used for the 
Minneapolis Sunday Tribune, |public safety “deserve more con- 
than those _ services 





| sideration 
|which are more in the nature of 
|conveniences or luxuries.” 

Coy, interrupting Souby’s testi- 


important service” which can in- 


Highest Court In 
Fight With Webs 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

U. S. Supreme court yesterday 
(11) refused to review a request 
| of the Federal Broadcasting Sys- 
|tem (WSAY, Rochester, N. Y.) 
| that the tribunal step into the sta- 
| tion’s treble damage suit against 
| Mutual and ABC webs. 
| WSAY has been unsuccessfully 
| suing them for violation of the 
| Sherman act because they stopped 
|feeding their programs to the 
'Rochester independent outlet. 

Both webs offered WSAY affilia- 
tion but it refused, preferring to 
buy the programs on its own terms. 
Later, when other stations came 
into Rochester, the two webs ac- 
quired affiliates and ceased offer- 
ing any of their shows to WSAY. 
Station contends that the nets have 
cut it off from shows, and that 
networks violate the Sherman Act 
by cutting off independent stations 
from national advertisers. 

WSAY was attacking the entire 
fundamental structure of the net- 
work affiliation system. The af- 
filiate system.was upheld by the 
circuit court, whose ruling the high 
court yesterday refused to review. 








At Lever Bros. Mass. HQ 


Cambridge, Mass., Oct. 12. 

Lorena Danker broke a Lever 
Bros. tradition when she visited 
the executive dining room of Lever 
House by being the only femme to 
have dined there with the execu- 
tive personnel. It was her first visit 
to the HQ although long associated 
with the J. Walter Thompson 
agency, which handles Levers’ Lux, 
| among other products. 
| Widow of Danny Danker, who 
handled the Hollywood exploita- 
tion contacts for Lux, she was 
given the opportunity to carry on 
in the same field and has proved 
|herself through the years to the 





|degree that Charles Luckman, prez | 
of Lever Bros., invited Mrs. Danker | 


to visit the Cambridge headquar- 


ters. Luckman regretted inability | 
|to personally welcome her, how- | 
called to) 


ever, through being 
Europe. She returned to the Coast 
over the weekend. 


KUOM’S FORUM SERIES 

| Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 
KUOM, Univ. of Minnesota sta- 

tion, has launched a weekly half- 

hour radio forum, at 1 p.m. Thurs- 

days, devoted to discussion of 

, world issues. 





Lorena Danker’s Powwow | 


form the people of public events 
iand public issues. “I don’t know 
‘of anything that takes precedence 
‘over an informed citizenry,’ he 
added, “even the Commission be- 
ling informed of the requirements 
‘of radio by the railroads.” 

| Souby said the railroads need 
‘radio frequencies for safety pur- 
poses and that there would be in- 
|jury to the public interest if their 
ifrequency needs cannot be met. 
He said the 60 frequencies which 
the railroads want, from which 
\the Commission proposes to take 
away 19 for lack of insufficient 
use, amounts to little more than 
half a single television channel. 
One video channel, he pointed 
‘out, takes in six me and the 60 
frequencies the railroads desire 
amount to 3.6 me. 

“It should certainly make you 
hesitate,” he told the FCC Com- 
missioners, “to take action in this 
case, based on such wholly spec- 
ulative considerations as the prog- 


(Continued on page 36) 





Granik’s ‘Forum’ Back 
On Mutual With Sponsor 
For 12 Key Markets 


Theodore Granik’s “American 
Forum of the Air” goes back on the 
| Mutual network next Tuesday (19) 
at 10 p.m., with sponsorship in 12 
leading cities by Universal Car- 
loading & Distributing Co., carriers 
of freight and household goods. 
Program wiil simultaneously be 
available to selected ary | in 
other cities fed by the net. Ray- 
mond Spector, New York agency 
handles the Universal account. 

Forum has had one previous 
sponsor, Pilot Tuner. Under its 
new sponsor, the program will have 
two institution-type commercials at 
beginning and end of the 30-minute 
period. Time has been purchased 
in New York, Chicago, Philadel- 
phia, Los Angeles, Boston, Detroit, 
Cleveland, Washington, San Fran- 
cisco, Seattle, Spokane and Denver. 

Granik has changed the format 
of “Forum,” which henceforth will 
be completely spontaneous, with 
questions from the audience an in- 
tegral part of the program. Also, 
there will be only two instead of 
| four speakers, usually members of 
Congress, plus Granik as mod- 
| erator. 

Next Tuesday’s “Forum” will 
have Sen. Howard J. McGrath of 
Rhode Island, and Rep. Hugh D. 
Scott, Jr., of Pennsylvania, chair- 
men respectively of the Democratic 
and Republican National Commit- 
tees, speaking on the _ subject: 
“Truman or Dewey?” Program 
will originate at the Mutual Long- 
acre theatre, N. Y. 
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JACKPOTS JACK UP COMEDIANS 





‘Is Therea Philosopher in the House? 


Louis N. Brockway, exec veepee of Young & Rubicam and mem- 
per of the three-man agency committee which has been jousting 


for months with the Radio Wri 


ters Guild, tossed in this aside 


Monday (11) on the agencies’ latest—and perhaps final pre-strike— 


letter to RWG: 


“Most daytime radio steries, which the Guild members write so 


ably, usually have a character w 


ho is a kindly philosopher. The 


function of this character seems to be to bring together the quar- 
reling lovers, untangle tangled domestic situations, raise the money 


to pay 


off the mortgage, and generally to restore conditions to 


normal when they go too far afield. 


“We have no philosopher, kindly or otherwise 
RWG drama, which seems to have reached an impasse. 


, in the agency- 
Lacking 


it, we would like everyone to take a look at the situation to see if 


it really needs to be as bad as it 
our latest letter to the guild.” 


appears. That is the purpose of 








Trammell Enlists Sponsors to Plug 


Hooper Holes 


Now that 


NBC’s Sunday night¢ 


in Sun. Night Dike 





“Tron Curtain” two-hour comedy | 
parlay has been penetrated, after | 
practically having the Hooper field | 
to itself over the past decade or | 
so, the web chieftains are making 
no bones over their anxiety. The. 
two-pronged brunt of opposition, 
of course, comes from CBS’| 
acquisition of Amos ’n’ Andy, now | 
competing for audience pull with | 
the Phil Harris-Alice Faye Rexail 
show in the 7:30-8 p.m. slot, and 
ABC's “Stop the Music,” which is 
giving both Edgar Bergen and Fred 
Allen a run for their $25,000 
weekly budgets. 

NBC prexy Niles Trammell, it’s 
learned, has personally approached | 
the Sunday NBC advertisers in a 
bid to enlist their cooperation in 
an all-out promotional campaign 
designed to put the accent on the 
network's Jack Benny-Phil Harris- 
Edgar Bergen-Fred Allen sequenc- 
ing. While in some quarters it’s 

saan - a 
: | 
Sun. 8 to 9 on 

With the Battle of the 
Hoopers on in earnest, now 
that on the fall shows have 
preemed, chief trade interest 
centers on the Edgar Bergen- 
Fred Allen competition vs. 
ABC’s “Stop the Music.” 


Take the Crew, Too 
Seattle, Oct: 12. 

Boeing Airplane Co. in 
Seattle was surprised last week 
to receive a request from 
the merchandising director of 
ABC’s “Stop the Music” for 
an airplane to use for a give- 
away on the program. 

Advertising manager Carl 
Cleveland, in answer to the 
claim that the gift of a plane 
would result in Boeing receiv- 
ing $75,000 worth of time on 
the show, pointed out that Boe- 
ing planes were hardly the 
type for a giveaway, in that 
they require a crew of at least 
five and cost from $600,000 to 
oe 500,000. 


Bing Coin Linked 








To 49 Teeof Of 


Transcription Net 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 





Here’s the scorecard on the 

initial (Oct. 3) tallies: 
Bergen out-Hoopered ABC’s 

“Music” for the 8-8:30 se- 


Bing Crosby’s coin reportedly is 
behind a new and apparently as 
‘yet unnamed transcription network 
| which is being prepped for a Sep- 


quence, the comedian pulling | tember, 1949, teeoff—if the pro- 


down a 14.9 as opposed to the 
giveaway’s 13.1 average for 
the half-hour. 
hand, Allen snared 12.5 in 
contrast to “‘Music” 16.1 aver- 
age for the 8:30-9 period. 








been reported that NBC was woo-, 
ing the sponsors for a slush fund, 
to be matched by NBC coin, to 


. bombard the listening public, this 


has been denied by web execs. 

Thus far the campaign is being 
directed toward a continuing bar- | 
rage of station breaks hammering. 
away at a “stay tuned” technique, | 
with one show plugging another, | 
and with a liberal dosage also as- 
signed to the network’s Sunday 
afternoon sustaining roster. 

Meanwhile, the web is alerting | 
the affiliates to the promotional | 
campaign aimed at attracting both , 
Sunday night and Wednesday night | 
listeners. (Chief target of the Wed- 
nesday drive is ABC's sock com- 
edy lineup.) 





How New Yorkers Rate Em 


Despite early fali returns of big- 
time network stanzas, jackpotters 
picked off five of the Top~ Ten 
spots in Pulse’s new evening poll 
of the N. Y. metropolitan area 
listening. 

“Stop the Music” was on top 
with a 15.7, “Break the Bank” 
second with 15.3 and Walter 
Winchell third with 14.0. Also 
in the money were “Strike It 


Rich” with 12.7, “Hit the Jackpot” 
with 11.3 and “Winner Take All” 
with Tis Arthur Godfrey’s 
7: 30 am. seg and Harry Clark’s 


7:45 news (WCBS) topped all day- 
timers with a 6.7 each. 

Biggest rating of the month, 
however. was racked up by the 
WHN-WMCA weekend airing of 
Brooklyn vs. Giants, for a 17.4. 


On the other | 
| 


/moters can get at least 300 stations 
|inte the fold. 

Some 75 to 100 Mutual outlets, 
among others, are said already to 


| wares, 


have been inked to tentative af-— 


filiations by two representatives 
‘currently touring the country in 
behalf of the proposed web. 

Trade hears that the operation, 
jointly financed by the Crosby 
Foundation and the. Chemical Na- 
tional Bank, is offering a min- 


‘\imum of five and a quarter hours 


of commercial time weekly as a 
starter, provided 300 stations can 
be lined up. 

Programs would include, these 
sources say, a Crosby stanza, spon- 
sored by Philco, his current bank- 
roller on ABC. Whether this wouid 
| be the same show or a separate 
one, howeve?, isn’t known. 


WOW Sending 25 Midwest 





Omaha, Oct. 

Further developing its aati 
big farm service department, WOW 
announces it will sponsor a farm- 
| ers’ tour of Europe in which a min- 
imum of 25 midwest farmers will 
study agricultural 
first-hand in eight countries. 


FALL PREMIERES 


KEENEST IN YRo. 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
Return 





to the airlanes of the. 





Writers Guild Poised for Strike 
Vs, Ad Agencies, Indie Packagers; 


Scripters Take Vote Tonight (Wed.) 


major crop of comics and bigtime | 


radio personalities over the past 


10 days (Bing Crosby, Al Jolson, 
Fred Allen, Edgar Bergen, Fibber 
& Molly, Jack Benny, Amos ’n’ 


Andy, et al) has brought in its 
wake a new and keener appraisal 
of fundamental! radic values. 

Throughout the trade there was 
widespread comment, based on a 
week of intense listening as radio’s 
top talent displayed its newest 
concerning thé manner in 
which the serious giveaway op- 
position has served as 
needed stimulant in 
“old reliables”’ 
argy. 


taking the 
out of their 


In generally appraising the flock 


of top-budgeted premieres, it’s the 
opinion of the keener trade ob- 
servers that not in a dozen years 
has a season's intro been attended 
by such punchy and zingy stanzas 
as those which took the wraps off 
the °48-'49 season. 

In many instantes the return o 
the established comics was marked 
by drastic revamping of their 
shows, in practically all instances 
to the good. Others, though still 
showing their old format, revealed 
an awareness, through  tigher 
scripting and in the overall han- 
dling of their programs of the 
need to respark their efforts. 

The present tendency to em- 
brace the refurbished comedy 


stanzas stems primarily from an | 


appreciation of the fact that the 
comics have at last taken hold of 
themselves in combatting the com- 


petition from the giveaways’ pop- | 


ular appeal. For it’s recalled that 
many of the top Hooperated fun- 
ny boys were getting the critical 
brushoff last season, when it was 
generally accepted that they only 
had themselves to blame for the 
public’s growing indifference; that 
the dialer’s falling in with the 
giveaway formula was as much a 


protest over the year-in-year-out | 


(Continued on page 38) 


Okay Due Today 
On KQW-WIOP 


Washington, Oct. 12. 
it’s learned, has on the 
its executive session 





FCC. 
agenda of 


tomorrow (Wed.) approval of CBS’ 


'sale of 55% 


interest in WTOP, 
Washington, to the Washington 
Post. The approving action is ex- 
pected to be announced later this 
week. 

Simultaneously, the Commission 
is expected to approve CBS’ pur- 


chase of the remaining 55% inter- | 


‘est of Brunton Bros. in KQW, San 


Francisco, giving the web full | 
ownership of the 50kw station. It’s | 


_reported CBS has earmarked $600,- 


,000 to build up KQW under new | 
| management of Arthur Hull Hayes, | 


now topkick of the N.Y. flagship, | 
WCBS. 


WTOP deal is understood to 


‘involve acquisition by the Post of | 


Farmers to Europe For ‘Post wi 


8-Country Aggie Study 


| costing the Post in the vicinity of 


television application. 
Post will 


It’s said the WTOP acquisition is 
$1,000,000. 





-WHODUNIT WRITERS’ 


conditions at) 


Tour’s set to leave New York via 


Air France on Nov. 16 and return a 

month later after visiting France, 
England, Denmark, Holland, Bel- 
gium, Switzerland, Luxemburg and 
Italy. Members of the tour will 
have an opportunity of living with 
farmers in their homes from one 
to three days. 

Tour is personally directed by 
Mal Hansen, WOW’s farm director 
Todate, 15 farmers have enrolled. 
More than a dozen others will go 
, along. 


PACKAGE SET FOR ABC 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Crosby and Fogle Radio Produc- 
tions have inked a package deal 
for a series radio mystery varns 


by the nation’s top whodunit 
writers. 
Deal with Mystery Writers of 


America calls for production on 
ABC of a series modeled after 
“This Is My Best.” They’re now 
scouting for an emcee, and plan 
teeing off layout this winter. It’s 
a five-year deol. C&F produced 
“Ma Perkins,” “Aunt Mary” and 
“Dr. Paul” for networks. 


much- | 


leth- 





+ 


Huse on Allen’ s Side 


Cleveland, Oct. 12. 

Bob Hope plans to continue 
poking fun at giveaway shows. 

In town to view his Indians 
take over the Braves in the 
World Series classic, Hope dis- 
closed that as often as a gag 
incident arises, pertaining to 
the giveaway craze, his writers 
will work it into his program. 

Hope spoke highly of the 
Allen opening poke at give- 
aways, but he added “How’'ll 
people find out about the gags 
if they continue to listen to the 
giveaways?” 

Hope termed giveaways 
“Fidiculous.” 


Standard Oil (N.J.). 








Oreh Sponsorship 
ACom|-less Com. 


Sponsorship by Standard Oil Co. 
(N.J.) of the New York Philhar- 
monic Orchestra concerts on CBS, 
‘which got under way last Sunday 
(10), represents perhaps the most 
unusual “commercial” 
ever been pacted. 

Company is laying $1,250,000 a 
year on the line for the symph 
pickup, which includes a CBS- 
produced intermission period fea- 
turing Deems Taylor and student 
musicians from various parts of the 
country. 

Yet Standard Oil 
and-out commercial 
program, 
fact, something of a precedent has 
| been established in the fact that 
_there is no announcer assigned to 
_the show. Instead, if and when 
{Standard Oil is mentioned, it’s to 
be done by Taylor, who has com- 


gets no out- 
plug on the 


| plete control over the copy that’s | 


‘handed to him weekly by the SO 
agency, Marschalk & Pratt. 
Taylor, in turn, is privileged to 


nix the copy if he considers it ‘too | 


Everybody Loves 


pluggy,” or he can rewrite it, edit 
it, censor it, or decide to scrap it 
altogether. 

_ “Commercials,” should they turn 
up on the program, will not even 
be institutional, with only a cas- 
ual, informal reference to Standard 
Oil Co. (N.J.) if Taylor considers 
the item of public interest. 

Taylor has agreed to toss off the | 
casual mention, but only if the copy | 
doesn’t project him as a salesman. 

Agency originally conceived the | 
idea of working in a commercial | 
/every few weeks or so, but this_ 
|was nixed on the theory that its 
| sudden intrusion after a lapse) 

might offend listeners. 


‘Looks Like Philip Morris 





| Will Ditch CBS Quizzer 


have to unload its | 
WINX, but may keep WINX-FM. | 


For a Suspense Format 


Philip Morris and 
|Milton Biow, are now coming 
jaround, at least part way, to CBS’ 
ithinking concerning the Friday 
night 10-10:30 slot which follows 
the new “Ford Theatre” series. 

CBS has been anxious to yank 
the Phil Baker “Everybody Wins” 
show out of the period and install 


a dramatic stanza for back-to-back | 


slotting with the Ford showcase, 
in hopes of creating a_parlay 
which might pay off as “Lux Ra- 
dio Theatre” and “Screen Guild 
Players” did on Mondays. 

Philip Morris is now planning 
on dropping the quiz show (al- 
though Jack Paar may go in for 
an interim period after Phil 
Baker's contract runs out the end 
of this month), and putting in a 
dramatic stanza. But it “will have 
a suspense format, with guestars. 


By DICK DOAN 
The long-drawn-out battle be- 
tween the advertising agencies and 
the Radio Writers Guild comes to 


a head tonight (Wed.). Unless 
there’s a last-minute, unexpected 
development, the writers will 


strike within a matter of days in 
New York, Chicago and Holly- 


| wood. RWG strategists aren’t dis- 


| will come 


closing the date, but they say it 
“very soon” after to- 


| night’s regional membership meet- 


ings in the three key origination 
cities. 

The past week brought another 
exchange of letters between the 
Guild negotiators and the commit- 
tee representing about 18 agencies 
in the American Assn. of Advertis- 
ing Agencies. But the two sides 
came not a bit nearer a meeting 
of minds. 

Meantime, RWG drafted a letter 
to independent producers and to 
|an estimated 65 agencies not in- 
cluded in the group with which 


| the guild has been maneuvering 


| such 


for months, giving them an oppor- 
tunity of signing a “letter of ad- 
herence” prior to Oct. 22. Failing 
action, it was _ indicated, 


| they'll be included on the receiv- 


deal that’s, 


and is asking none. In| 


ing end of the strike. 

Also, it was disclosed that na- 
tional RWG prexy Erik Barnouw 
is unopposed and certain of re- 
election in balloting now “under 
way. Fact that his nomination was 
unanimous among the regionals is 
interpreted as a vote of full con- 
fidence by the members in the 
fight he has led for a deal with the 
agencies. 

Agencies came back Monday (11) 
with what amounted, for all intent 
and purposes, to their final offer 
to RWG. In a letter signed by 
Louis N. Brockway of Young & 
Rubicam; Chester MacCracken of 
Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, as 


,alternate for Len Bush of Comp- 
_ton, and David Stewart of Kenyon 





| 


|\tween Heatter’s 
!Miss Smith’s “Speaks,” both Mu- 


& Eckhardt, as alternate for 
Walter Craig of Benton & Bowles, 
the agencies professed puzzlement 
at “what the status of things really 
is.” 
They pointed out: “We have of- 
(Continued on page 38) 





Daytime Radio 


Prospect developed fthis week 
that WOR, N. Y., will offer a 
Gabriel Heatter-Bing Crosby-Kate 
Smith midday parley. Vacuum 
'Foods Corp., for which Crosby is 
|prepping a 15-minute cross-the- 
|board transcribed show, is talking 


|a deal with the Mutual key statien 


| to slot the Groaner’s disk (his own) 
and gab stanza at 11:45 a.m., be- 
“Mailbag” and 


x: co-ops. 

Crosby program, plugging Min- 
| wee Maid quick-frozen orange 
juice, is to be placed with six to 
nine outlets in major markets, as 
a starter, with more to be added 


its agency, | = distribution of the product fa 


expanded. Show's teeoff tentative- 
ly is slated around Nov. 15. 

Crosby is a member of the board 
of directors of Vacuum Foods. 





| Amer. Petroleum Co. 


Likes ‘You Are There’ 


Deal is in the works for Ameri- 
can Petroleum Co. to pick up the 
tab on the Sunday afternoon CBS- 
produced “You Are There” dram- 
atic show. Formerly known as 
“CBS Is There,” program during 
its sustaining regime has won crit- 
ical: kudos for its reenactment of 
top historical events 

Sponsorship will entail about a 
$500,666 annual time and talent 
outlay. Agency is Sullivan, Stauf- 
fer, Colwell & Bayles. 
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MOS ’n’ ANDY DUFFY’S TAVERN 
ith Freeman Gosden, Charles| With Ed Gardner, Charlie Cantor, 
Correll, Eddie Green, Lou Lubin, Eddie Green, Flerence Halop, 
Ernestine Wade, Jeff Alexander; Clifton Webb, guest; Rod O’Con- 
orch; Art Gilmore, John Lake, nor, announcer; Matty Malneck 
announcers orch 
Writers: Robert Ross, Joseph E. Writers: Gardner, Vin Bogart, 
Connelly, Nate Mosher Larry Rhine, Bob Schiller, Phil 
Producer: Glenn Middleton Sharp, Lou Grant, Morry Freed- 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. (EST) man, Bill Freedman 
LEVER BROS. Producer-director: Tony Stanford 
CBS, from Hollywood 30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. (EST) 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) | BRISTOL-MYERS 
CBS’ newly acquired $2,000,000 NBC, from Hollywood 
(Young & Rubicam) 


capital *gains er Pr = a4 
Andy—preemed last Sunday night; tog ibiatcer te Geen of thes bel 
ennials who still finds his format 


(10) in the 7:30 p.m. slot, —| 
wakes Sates. + cuabiaite Co- good and isn't tampering with it. 
lumbia’s board chairman, William _ returned last Wednesday (6) 
S. Paley, engineered the unprece- 10! another go-round in his now- 
dented talent deal in a bid, for one Pat characterization as _ Archie, 

major domo of “Duffy’s Tavern. 

Listeners found the same other 


thing, to strengthen the CBS Sun- 

ay nig rogramming structure. 

ay Se tet ‘A & A are now denizens around> too — Charlie 
Cantor as Finnegan, Eddie Green 


Result is that mi sy 
over s.’ Rinso . 

plugging Lever Bros Y as the waiter and Florence Halop 

as Miss Duffy. 


uct in the time segment opposite 
That the contrived situations 


the Phil Harris-Alice Faye _— 
" ‘ ecisely 
8 a ak Gen. ” * puilt around the guestar of the 
It was no idle gesture when week and the gags built upon 
Freeman Gosden and Charles Cor- Archie’s loose understanding of 
rell themselves finaled their preem the King’s English come off as 
CBS show with a plea to listeners happily as they do is not too sur- 
to urge friends to get the Sunday prising, in view of Gardner’s im-| 
night CBS habit (the A & A Tues- Posing stable of writers. Gardner 
day night NBC tune-in was some- got his chow-joint shenanigans off 
thing of years standing). For the, to a par start last week. He was 
opposition is going to be plenty an expectant millionaire” and 
tough. Clifton Webb, guesting, was his 
Granted that Sunday _ night’s “bum’s gentleman” in a plot to 
stanza was strictly in the A & A) woo and win a rich (he thought), 
groove; that the attempts of Amos | if homely femme he met at a sum- 
to get Andy “nuptialated in holy mer resort. Sequence was good for 
deadlock” added up to the kind of|a nice quota of laughs, despite 
comedy that’s projected A & Ainto some reliance on old jokes and 
the Hooper bigtime—the fact re-| obvious payoff lines. 
mains that other serious factors Gardner has been keeping a 
must be considered. Hooperful percentage of dialers 
It’s axiomatic in radio today that bemused with this act for several 
“it’s not only how good your show years now. It remains to be seen 
fs, but where ‘it’s spotted?” Thus,| whether Milton Berle (in ABC's 
the competition from a Phil Harris | ‘Texaco Star Theatre”) proves 
comedy stanza that’s paid off} tougher competition than last sea- 
rating-wise on its own merits, but|son’s Abbott & Costello show. 
also has the enviable between- Bristol-Myers blurbs are for 
Jack Benny-and-Edgar Bergen-|Ipana toothpaste and Vitalis hair 
time segment, must obviously be a) oil. They’re well oiled with pro- 
strong determining factor when fessional pitch. Doan. 
they start pulling in the Hooper) 
chips. The trade will be watching | 
the A & A vs. Harris ratings with CANADIAN CAVALCADE 
something more than passive inter-| With Mart Kenney orch, Norma 
est. _ | Locke, Roy Roberts, Bordenaires 
Gosden and Correll, for their | chorus, guest stars and inter- 
own part, are delivering to CBS a|_ viewees; Herb May, Cy Mack, 
package that remains surefire, with announcers 
the Kingfish delineation and as- Writers: Ernie Edge, Kay Edge 
sorted characters retaining a fresh- News Editors: Gerald Brown, Bill 
ness. No small factor is the writ-| Shields 
ing on the show, which over the Producer: Rai Purdy 
ast three years, in particular, has 30 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p.m. (EST) 
bit a high comedy level. BORDEN’S 
Rinso commercial (“put sunshine CBC, from Toronto 
in your clothes”) still leans toward (Young & Rubicam) 
absurdity. The exaggerated claims _ One of the Dominion’s highest- 
after awhile become annoying. _budgeted = programs, “Canadian 
Rose. | Cavalcade” lifted the curtain on 
ithe first of its third season’s 32- 
week series with a bangup melange 
of music, song and drama that has 
(“Timber Valley’) | marked this Rai Purdy production 
With Bernie Braden, Mona since its inception. Series is car- 
O’Hearn, Dick Nelson, Mavor ried by 32 stations of the CBC 
Moore, Bob Christie, Brenda, Trans-Canada network. 
Sidey, Larry McCance, Doug There is no change in previous 
Master, Lucio Agostini orch., season's format and none neces- 
Dorothy Alt, Lorne Greene, nar- sary. Mart Kenney’s orch is back 
rator; Herb May, Alan McFee, with Norma Locke, Roy Roberis. 
tag P _ ne Specsnarer chorus for 
riter: True Boardman , the vocal chores; an 4 
Producer: Howard Milsom So one 
30 Min.: Wed., 9:30 p.m. (EST) 











BUCKINGHAM THEATRE 


‘spine-tingling drama comes from 


TUCKETT’S TOBACCO | the interviewees on Borden’s “mag- 
CBC, from Toronto /azine of the air,” thanks to the 
(MacLaren) herculean efforts of the news staff 


This is the fifth season for in securing hot names in the news, 
“Buckingham Theatre,” with plus the dynamic scripting. 
Howard Milsom also in for that Marjorie Lawrence, who an- 
tenure as producer-director of this nounced her own numbers, was 
top commercial series of weekly guest on new season’s opener and 
dramas. Runs 39 weeks seasonally| sang two Scottish folk-songs, 
and is carried over the Dominion| “Road to the Isles,” at start of 
network of the CBC, plus supple-| program and “Annie Laurie” for 
mentary independents, for a total closer, both to solid response from 
of 44 stations. | studio audience. Mart Kenney orch 

Series is popular with Canadian | teed off with rousing performance 
script-writers as a regular commer- | of “Rise and Shine,” Miss Law- 
cial market for radio originals and rence leading into the interview 
adaptations, with some 70% of the; with Commander John C. Reid of 
material Canadian-written. The 39 the Canadian aircraft-carrier 
weeks are also a boon to Canadian | “Magnificent,” which has just re- 
acting talent _ turned from air and naval exer- 

“Timber Valley,” a True Board-' cises in the Arctic. 
man adaptation of a Grover Jones! He was followed by Commander 
story, follows the usual Bucking-| John Bohme of “H.M.S. Ontario,” 
ham formula of action-packed flagship of the Canadian fleet in 
drama and love conflict played at the Pacific, which leaves immedi- 
top speed and for solid production ately for Hawaii. Interesting con- 
values. Relating the battle between trast was the reception of the 
a lumber tycoon seeking to seize ‘‘Magnificent’s” 1,200 men by the 
the timber rights of the valley Eskimos, as narrated by Reid, and 


dwellers, the 30-minute meller the anticipation of the Pacific: 


makse no cerebral demands on the Fleet members as they will ap- 
makes no cerebral demands on the proach Hawaii and the traditional 
for the series consistent popularity. hula girls. 
Scripting is vigorous and con- After interpolation of Roy Rob- 
petent, despite rubber-stamp plot erts with his “Tree in the Meadow” 
development, complete with log ballad, Sir Robert Stirling-Hamil- 
jam, rival camp fights, dynamiting, ton, British naval adviser to Ot- 
etc. tawa, described the thrilling rescue 
Opening and musical bridges of himself and American com- 


are well handled by Lucio Agos- panions after they had been the’ 


tini’s orch, plus backgrounding object of a 13-day air search when 
singing commercials of Dorothy their plane crashed in the sub- 
Alt. Institutional plugs for cigarets Arctic muskeg. 

and pipe tobacco are concise and | On vocal end again, Roy Roberts 
non-intrusive. Whole production is| and Norma Locke duetted “Love 
marked by high standard in acting Somebody,” with top support from 
and announce commitments, plus Kenney’s orch and the Bordenaires’ 
other departments, for excellent chorus. Whole program held high 
listener results. McStay. production values, 


! 
With Deems Taylor, student panel 


iroutine has been retained. The’ 


MeStay. | 


N. Y. PHILHARMONIC 


Producer: Oliver Daniel 

90 Mins.; Sun., 3 p.m. (EST) 

STANDARD OIL (N., J.) 

CBS, from New York 
(Marshalk & Pratt) 

CBS has broken the jinx on net- 
work symphony sponsorship that’s 
prevailed over the past couple of 
seasons, with the Standard Oil Co. 
(N. J.) now bankrolling the Sun- 
day afternoon N. Y. Philharmonic 
concerts on CBS. 

It’s reported that web prexy 


' Frank Stanton hiniself was respon- 


sible for clinching the deal, which 
adds up to a $1,250,000 time-and- 
talent outlay for the oil compar 
with the chief selling point a CBS- 
produced intermission-peridd pro- 
gram called “Weekend With 
Music.” 

The latter, as unfolded last Sun- 
day (10) when SO began its spon- 
sorship, turns out to be a nicely 
executed talk period built around 
Deems Taylor and a trio of mu- 
sically inclined teenage students 
brought to N. Y. each week from 
various parts of the country. 

The kids plunged into a week- 
end of Musical Manhattan in a big 
way, with an ad lib recital for the 
three by Vladimir Horowitz at the 
latter’s home; performances of the 
Ballet Russe, “Magdalena” at the 
Ziegfeld theatre; the new Monotti 
“Old Maid and the Thief” one-act 
opera; chitchat with Sam Barber; 
restaurants catering to the long- 
hairs, etc. 

Thus, the “Weekend with Music” 
insert is preoccupied with the re- 
action of-the trio.to the frantic 
weekend whirl under’ Taylor’s 


itutelage, and there’s a warm, re- 


laxed quality about the whole ses- 
sion; certainly last Sunday the 
kids knew how to handle them- 
selves. There was humor and eag- 
erness, a plug for their own states’ 
bid for recognition in the musical 
sphere, an overall capsule summa- 
tion of the bigtime that “musicians 
|aren’t high hat or stuffed shirts”— 
and even a giveaway gimmick, 
with each of the students exiting 
‘with a Columbia Long-Playing 
jturntable and a dozen of the LP 
disks. 

Dimitri Mitropoulos conducted 
|the symph on the initial stanza 
| with some pretty flawless readings 
|of the Bach-Respighi “Prelude and 
!Fugue in D major,’ the Brahms 
|First, the Richard Strauss “Don 
| Juan” tone poem and two exict- 
|ing excerpts from Berloiz’ “Dam- 
nation of Faust.” 

There were no commercials, ex- 
| cept a couple of passing references 
iby Taylor to “New Jersey Stand- 
‘ard. And there’s no announcer. 
| Rose. 
| 
ILGWU FOR TRUMAN AND 
| BARKLEY 
| With Humphrey Bogart, Maurice 
| LL. Tobin; Dorian St. George, an- 
' nouncer; Jack Lawrence, music 
Writer: Mike Jablons 
Producer: Morris Novik 
|15 Mins.; Thurs., 10 p.m. (EST) 
EE CAMPAIGN COMMIT- 
_ABC from Hollywood, Toledo 

(Furman Feiner) 
| This 15-minute program last 
| Thursday (7) was the first of a four- 
week series being sponsored by an 
election campaign committee set up 
by the International Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers Union. The initialer 
did not come off as planned. Lauren 
-Bacall, who was to go on from 

Hollywood with Humphrey Bogart, 
had to cancel at the last moment 
(she’s expecting) and Bogart had 
to do a single. In the role of a 
union member himself, Bogart told 
why he thought other “guys” who 
‘labor should vote Democratic. 
'Then he introduced Secretary of 
Labor Maurice L. Tobin, who 
spoke from Toledo. 

Series, supervised by Morris 
'Novik, radio consultant to the 
, ILGWU, will continue this smart 
;comboing of popular’ showbiz 
/names with leading Demo figures. 
Highlight, on the third sequence, 
‘will be the pairing of Tallulah 
Bankhead with President Truman. 
It'll be interesting, come Hooper 
report time, to see whether this 
format, considering its time limita- 
tions, isn’t just about as effective 
a listener getter as one of those 
expensive showmanship splashes. 

Boon. 





/DRESS AND GUESS 

_With Paul Hodges, Jane Stevens 
Producer-Director: Thomas Ford 
30 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p.m. 

VAN HEUSEN SHIRTS 
WEWS, Cleveland 

(Grey) 

There’s a good idea in this pit 
of “guess who” program, but the 
idea is lost behind faulty produc- 
tion and coordination, Thought 
behind the show is to have judges, 
selected from audience, guess char- 
acter of history by introductory 
tune and by each of five garments 
| put on by Paul Hodges. Correct 
(Continued on page 38) 





a 


BAND OF AMERICA 
With Paul Lavalle Band, male 
quartet; Ford Bond, announcer 
Producer: James Haupt 
30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m, 
CITIES SERVICE 
NBC, from New York 
(Ellington) 


Band music devotees, who run 
into the millions throughout the 
country will get a clang out of this 


show. Cities Service launched | 
this musical program in June as a! 


summer fill-in but decided to con- | 
tinue it through the regular season 
after getting a favorable response. | 
Beyond question, Paul Lavaiie’s 48- | 
piece band is the most polished | 
collection of brass and drum now 
dinning the airlanes. This crew's 
arrangements are fancy and the 
execution has verve enough to win 
even the toleration of violin par- 
tisans. 

Without any format frills, 
Lavalle’s band and a solid male 
quartet drive through the musi- 
cal selections. On a typical stanza 
(8), the band played the “National 
Anthem March,” “The Three Blue- | 
jackets,” “The American Patriot” | 
and a couple of college marches. 
The quartet delivered with “The 
Sweetheart of Sigma- Chi,’ and 
“Girl of My Dreams.” 

Plugs for Cities Service are} 
handled by Ward Bond in the well- 
established style of institutional 
friendliness. Herm. 


MORNING STAR 
With Mercedes McCambridge, | 

Arnold Moss, Jackson Beck; | 

Sylvan Levin’s orch; others 
Writer: Millard Lampell 
Producer-Director: Himan Brown 
30 Mins.; Wed. (6), 10 p.m. 
UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 
Mutual, from New York 

A group of slick, talented radio 
personalities joined forces last 
weck to put on a topgrade dramatic 
production on behalf of the 
United Jewish Appeal campaign, 
with Mutual turning over the Wed- | 
nesday night at 10 web facilities | 
for the occasion. 

Mercedes McCambridge, more 
prominently identified with day- 
time radio, and Arnold Moss were 
starred in a finely conceived drama 
called “Morning Star,’ written by 
Millard Lampell, which was full 
of warm humanity, compassion and 
understanding. It concerned the' 
plight of the DP’s and the hopes 
for a lasting peace in Israel—aj| 
couple huddled in a train enroute | 
to the Palestine-bound “S.S. Ha- | 
tikvah” to whom the future is but | 
an illusion; ghetto-stricken Jews | 
who are “so tired that they can’t | 
see the future for the past.” | 

Miss McCambridge turned in al 
stunningly beautiful performance | 
to match Lampell’s equally stirring 
script job, and the rest of the cast 
chimed in with the proper note. | 
Sylvan Levin’s background music 
was excellent. | 

Henry Morgenthau, Jr.. closed | 
the stanza with an appeal for sup- 
port of the campaign. Rose. 


} 


| 


THE BRIGHTER DAY 

With Margaret Draper, Bill Smith, 
Pat Hosley, John Raby: narrator, 
Ron Rawson; organist, Bill 
Meeder; announcer, Len Sterling 

Writer: Orin Tovrov 

Producer: Pat Bowman 

Director: Arthur Hanna 

15 Mins; Mon. thru _ Fri., 
10:45 a.m. (EST) 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

NBC, from New York 


(Dancer. Fitzgerald, Sample) 


With the demise of “Joyce Jor- 
dan, M.D.” as of Friday (8), Proc- 
ter & Gamble has come up with 
a new soaper, “The Brighter Day,” 
to supplant it. In a logical effort 
to cushion the shock of the change 
upon “Jordan” devotees, several 
characters of the “Day” strip were 
introduced several weeks ago. 

A typical organ intro preceded 
the unveiling of the Dennis family. 
“A story of human hearts — like 
yours and mine,” intoned narrator 
Ron Rawson. As written by Orin 
Tovrov, who also authors “Ma 
Perkins,” this tearjerker kicked 
off with widower Papa Dennis, a 
minister with five daughters and 
a son, on the verge of losing his 
congregation. 

To further complicate matters. 
father’s mainstay, 25-year-old Liz 
is being ardently wooed by Jerry. 
With those familiar situations to 
wrestle with for a starter, it’s evi- 
dent that the old basic “soap 
opera” formula is being studiously 
adhered to. Naturally housewives 
will vicariously lean upon every 
word. 

Acting wasn't any great shakes 
on the inaugural. However, the 
cast will undoubtedly develop the 
feel of the characters merely by 
rote after a few more episodes. 
Plugs for Dreft, delivered by Len 
Sterling, are of the “shock” type. 
“Use Dreft and _ protect your 
family’s health! it never 


‘ies germ breeding film,” etc. 


Gilb. 





SCREEN GUILD PLAYERS 

(“Call Northside 777”) 

With James Stewart, Richard 
Conte, Pat O’Brien, Jane Mor- 
gan, Louise Arthur, Bob Beban, 
Wally Maher, Howard McNear, 
Frank Nelson; John Laing, an- 
nouncer 

Director: Bill Lawrence 


| Producer: Don Bernard 


Scripter: Harry Cronman 
30 Mins., Thurs., 10 p.m. (EST) 
CAMELS 
NBC, from Hollywood 
(Esty) 

NBC’s Thursday night program- 
ming schedule has been ma- 
terially strengthened by replace- 
ment of “The Bob Hawk Show” 
with “Sereen Guild Players,” if 
Thursday (7) night’s premiere is a 
criterion. (Hawk is now in the 
Monday night CBS time, which 
“Guild” eccupied last season). 

Thursday’s presentation of “Call 
Northside 777,” first in a series of 
film dramas adapted for radio, was 
quite a superior mystery story, in 
scripting, direction and perform- 
ance, with perfermance the stand- 
out because of the presence of 
James Stewart and Pat O’Brien. 
Stewart, as a brash, carefree re- 
porter, and O’Brien as the hard- 
boiled, realistic city editor, put on 
two rich characterizations, to kin- 
dle anew the interest in the w.k. 
film. 

Story of the reporter who gets 
interested in a man imprisoned for 
murder, after the man’s scrub- 
woman mother offers a large re- 
ward for information leading to his 
clearance of the crime, made a 
dramatic, vivid, fast moving radio 
yarn. Scripter Harry Cronman’s 


/taut dialog and clipped charac- 


terizations suited the story and act- 


‘ing, while Stewart and O’Brien, and 
/Richard Conte as the imprisoned 


man, gave it the needed punch. 
Wilbur Hatch and orchestra added 
some vivid music for good back- 
ground, 

Camel commercial plugs were 
brief and snappy, in keeping with 
the program, to register well. Pro- 


'gram added further to a listener's 
‘appeal with announcement that 


actors’ fees (on ali the “Screen 
Guild Players” programs) would 
be turned over to the Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund, for aged, in- 
digent actors. Bron. 





CHICAGO THEATRE OF THE AIR 

With Nancy Carr, Bruce Foote and 
Ruth Slater as soloists: dra- 
matic cast of Muriel Bremner, 
Sondra Gail, Everett Clark, John 
Barclay, Norman Gottschalk and 
Carl Kroenke; 12-voice chorus 
directed by Robert Trendler, 
Henry Weber orch; Lee Bennett, 
announcer 

Producer: Marion Claire 

Writer-director: Jack LaFrande 

60 Mins.; Sat., 9 p.m. (CST) 

Sustaining 

Mutual, From Chicago 


As cultural and promotional bur- 
geoning of the Chicago Tribune via 
its station, WGN, this show is the 
most expensive sustainer in Chi 
radio. It also has the distinction of 


‘being two shows packaged as one. 


The first quarter-hour is reserved 
for commentaries of Col. Robert R. 
McCormick, the Trib’s publisher. 
Remaining time goes to pocket- 
size operettas and grand operas, 
the latter in English. 

Friml’s “Vagabond King” served 
as the ninth year opener (9), with 
Col. McCormick doing a leisurely 
recap of advances in broadcasting 
since Chi Theatre bowed in 1940. 
The musical portion focused on 
faves, clipping off about half of the 
score as written. Chorus and solo- 
ists were good, as was the orch 
with Henry Weber in expert baton- 
ing. 

Several dramatic scenes were 
compressed to the vanishing point 
and scene-setting got to be hit-and- 
miss in the race against time. Dia- 
log ranged from the lofty bromide 
to the quaint medievalism, “Let's 
get those lousy rats.” Although 
the 45-minute rubdown is touted as 
a streamlined ,improvement that 
trims off the fat, lots of the flesh 
goes too and the bones stand out. 
The excerpt rather than drastic re- 
duction would make for a» sounder 
approach, 


_ Col. MeCormnick’s weighty read- 
ings generally have no connection 
with the rest of the show. This has 
resulted in coupling “Der Fleder- 
mouse” with a ponderout chat on 
der atom bomb. Apart from incon- 
gruity, the end impression to mu- 
sie lovers is that the masters have 
been scissored to accommodate the 
Colonel. 


_ Solution ordinarily would be to 
integrate the talk, possibly as a 
three-minute intermission spot, but 
that leads to a startling fact: As a 
commentator, Col. McCormick's 
pull exceeds that of Many estab- 
lished pundits. Ratings on his 
quarter hour are consistently 
higher than segs before and be- 
hind. In a better time slot and 
with separate billing, Mutual might 
build itself another Gabe. Baxt. 
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MEREDITH WILLSON SHOW 
With Josef. Marais & Miranda, 

Paulena Carter, Betty Allen, 

Norma Zimmer, Maxwell Smith, 

Bob Hanlon, John Rarig 
Producer: Sam Fuller 
Director: Mike Dutton 
Writer: Meredith Willson 
30 Mins., Wed., 10:30 p. m. (EST) 
GENERAL FOODS 
ABC, from Hollywood 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Meredith Willson, one of radio’s 
more gifted maestri, has spread | 
himself too thin with this new air) 
series. Musical direction of the 
show, emceeing, and writing of this | 
layout, apparently should be the) 
work of a trio. Willson is doing | 
these things by himself, and it isn’t) 
working out as it should. 

Although Willson has become a 
writer of note with publication of 
his autobiographical “And There [| 
Stood With My Piccolo,” his > gil 
ness in this field doesn’t yet ex-| 
tend to radio. However, he’s in line | 
for top grade in effort in attempt- 
ing to intreduce some fresh notes | 
with some equally cute gimmicks. | 
Among them are his talking people, | 
with ordinary conversation taken} 
up by a Greek chorus of five. His | 
integration of commercials is equal- 
ly charming, along the line of cute- 
ness. His homespun type of humor | 
also has some ment, but needs a 
delivery that’s more than casual. 

Dick Powell made a brief appear- | 
ance with a satire on the type of 
role he’s essaying on the screen, in 
which Willson puts the heat on him 
in order to divulge a prize Jello 
recipe. It’s a fairly expensive way | 
of getting the commercial across, 
but effective. 


The musical items are of top cut. | 
Willson is excellent in that depart- | 
ment. His arrangements are imagi- | 
native, charming and fresh, and 
give the impression that, with all 
that talent in this direction, he’s| 
not using his best judgment in ruin- | 
ing the good impression in this 
field by attempting to crash in on 
others in which he’s not totally 
equipped. Josef Marais and Miran- 
da clicked with renditions of South 
African folks tunes, and Paulena 
Carter completed the musical items 
with ivory solos. Jose. 








OUR MISS BROOKS 
With Eve Arden, Jeff Chandler, | 
Gale Gordon, Dick Crenna, 
others; Wilbur Hatch orch 
Writers: Al Lewis, Lee Leeb 
Producer-director: Larry Berns 
30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m. (EST) 
COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 
CBS, from Hellywood 
( Bates ) 


CBS’ house-built Eve Arden 
starrer, “Our Miss Brooks,” which 
made its ether bow in July, was 
clicking beautifully last Sunday | 
(10) when it came out in Colgate’s | 
colors for the first time. Miss Ar- | 
den, zestfully enacting her title. 
role as a smart-cracking school | 
marm who melts at the sight*of a | 
certain biolegy teacher, has found 
a characterization that gives happy | 
range to her talents as a come-| 
dienne. 

Smart scripting by the Al Lewis-| 
Lee Loeb team and swift pacing by 
Larry Berns, together with able 
cast support for Miss Arden, tab | 
this stanza is one which should. 
have a long ride in the upper 
Hooper brackets. It has the same_ 
family appeal which has made such 
shows as “Aldrich Family’ peren- 
nial musts in U. S. listening. 

Colgate, in tune with the times, 
announced a big jingle writing con- 
test with everything but the Em- 
pire State Building on the prize 
list. (Actually included: $100 a 
month for life.) Products plugged 
are Palmolive soap and _ Lustre 
Creme shampoo. Doan. | 


| 


MARRIAGE FOR THE MILLIONS 
With Matt Crowley,-Abby Lewis; 

Alfred Drake, narrator | 
15 s.; Wed., 9:45 p.m. 
Sustai 


ning 
WMCA, N. Y. | 

Aired under the auspices of the. 
Family Service Association of New 
York, this* series of programs is 
aiming to give a picture of the 
werk performed by various family 
counseling agencies in the metro-. 
politan area. Within its 15-min-. 
ute boundaries, it is doing a first- | 
rate job of penetrating into the 
sore spots in the marriage relation- 
ship. 

There’s no attempt, wisely, to 
tackle the vast and complex prob- 
lem of marriage at one gulp. In- 
Stead it is showing how psychiatric 
social workers can help families 
make adjustments to specific sit- 
uations which crop up generally. 

On the preem stanza (6), the 
program dramatized the mother-in- 
law impediment. A new insight 
was thrown upon the problem by. 
the suggestion that a wife's over- 
depen upon her mother was) 
the truY cause’ of the difficulties. | 
The point was delivered sharpiy 
via a competent cast and a sensible 
script. Herm. 


| outset. 


FIBBER McGEE & MOLLY 
With Jim and Marian Jordan, Bill 
Thompson, Arthur Q. Bryan, 
Gale Gordon, King’s Men; Har- 
low Wilcox, announcer 
Producer: Frank Pittman 
Writers: Don Quinn, Phil Leslie 
Musical director: Billy Mills 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. (EST) 
JOHNSON’S WAX 
NBC, from Hollywood 
(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 
Fibber-and Molly, after their 
usual summer hiatus, are back on 
the air over the same network as 
last year, with the same cast, at 
the same time, for the same spon- 
sor and with the 
Which means they’ll undoubtedly 
pull down the same high ratings of 
past seasons, the oniy difference 
being that they now follow Bob 
Hope, instead of preceding him. 


| Unlike Hope, however, Fibber and 


spouse are apparently in no mood 
for experimentation. 


Preem show last Tuesday (5) 


night varied not a whit from last} 


season's productions. Format was 


based on the same type of situation | 


comedy. Missing was _ Fibber’s 
famed overstuffed closet, but that 
represented the show’s only con- 
cession to change. This time Fib- 
ber, bored with his idle life, was 


on the make for some excitement | 
and so took a stroll downtown to | 


the dry cleaners’ with Molly. As 
was to be expected, he was having 
his pants pressed when all the so- 
called excitement took place, so 
missed it all. Format presented 


| an opportunity to introduce all the 


characters on the program, who 
kept parading in and out of the 
cleaner’s establishment for no ap- 
parent reason. 


Cast, topped by Jim and Marian 
Jordan, who’ve been playing the 
title roles in radio since 1935, was 
up to its usual top professional 
standards. It appeared, however, 
as though writers Don Quinn and 
Phil Leslie were reaching too far 
for gag lines. Several jokes about 
the Russian situation fell flat. Fib- 


ber and Molly also expressed their | 


utter disdain (and perhaps, fear?) 


of television with a trumped-up | 


gag about a doctor recommending 
that an actress, who was suffering 
from a “wriggling” condition and 
a “strange herringbone pattern” on 
her skin, should switch from tele 
back to radio. ; 
King’s Men handled their single 
novelty tune in the accepted style 
for male quartets and Harlow 
Wileox rang in some ebullient, 
albeit listenable, plugs for the 
sponsor. In all, the preem show 
was a good teeoff session for the 
new season with Fibber and Molly 
standing pat on a tried-and-tested 
comedy formula. Stal. 


FIRST NIGHTER 
With Barbara Luddy, Olan Soule, 


Verna Fetor, Lurene Tuttle, Wil- | 


liard Waterman, and William 

Conrad; Frank Worth  orch; 

Larry Keating, announcer 
Producer-director: Joe Ainley 
Writer: Virginia Safford Lynn 
30 Mins.; ‘Thurs., 10:30 p.m. (EST) 
CAMPANA SALES CO. 

CBS, from Hollywood 
(Wallace-Ferry-Hanley ) 

If the mythical “little theatre off 
Times Square” had to attract play- 
goers to an actual b.o., it would 
have shuttered in its first season. 
In the realm of radio, however, it’s 
a hardy perennial now entering 
season 18. Show is dated by its 
heavy use of sound_effects at the 
The cab honking, door 
slams and whistle shrieks should 
be junked in favor of a straight- 


,away start. 


“First Nighter’” aims at the day- 
time serial listener who's still 
open-eyed and eager at bedtime. 
Most of the dramas are comedy ro- 
mances in which any similarity to 
the facts of life is strictly coinci- 
dental. Plots follow the boy-gets- 
girl-loses-girl formula. Characters 
are born out of a mating of L. C. 
Smith with white paper rather than 
the accepted mom and pop routine. 

Season opener (7), titled “A 
Turn for the Nurse,” had the fa- 
miliar tiffing couple, and guess 


what?, they’re really in love all 


along. Their romance was both 
furthered and frustrated by the 
gal’s mom, a you-all honey chile 
nurse, and a doctor under the in- 
fluence of the Great Gildersleeve. 
Studio aud responded with enthus- 
iasm. In fact, the staging of ‘Mr. 
Roberts” or some other sock piece 


' probably would have led to out- 


right rioting. 

Good sell of Italian Balm came 
via an offer of a plastic home dis- 
penser with the Imperial bottle. 
Dispenser paid off handsomely up 
to the war years, when it was wash- 
ed out by production restrictions. 
“Magic Touch” commercials were 


deft, except for cubersome quotes | 


and unquotes in one following Act 
II. 

“First Nighter,” often credited 
as the vehicle that brought Don 
Ameche to national attention, is 
owned by Campana, its original net 
bankroller. Scripting is freelance 
at $300 per. Baxt. 


same format. | 


JACK CARSON SHOW 

| With Marion Hutton, Dave Willock, 
| Jane Morgan, Howard Petrie, 
' announcer; Frank Devol, music 
| Writers: Jack Douglas, Leo Solo- 


Producer: Sam Fuller 

30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. (EST) 
GENERAL FOODS 

CBS, from Hollywood 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Jack Carson was, it turned out, 
only kidding when he opened his 
new show last Friday (8) with a 
resolution that there was going to 
be “no more of that cheap hokum 
comedy ... a few chuckles, per- 
haps ... but this is going to be an 
intelligent show.” The comic 
worked hard at his routine, but 
couldn’t climb far above the level 
of his material, which was just 
cheap hokum comedy. 

Sample lines, in case some evi- 
dence is needed: “I was an only 
child. The rest were puppies.” And: 
i“You really got money?” “Yeah, 
they just discovered oil in my new 
Buick.” Two of the gags dealt with 
Pasadena and one with “smog’— 
great stuff for the localites. In fact, 
the studio audience got a huge 
bang out of show, including the 
mugging, or whatever it was they 





number of times. Perhaps the most 

|remarkable thing, however, was 
| the show’s gratuitous plugging of 
| other stanzas on every network ex- 
;cept CBS! One gag was that “ma 
ran away to do a guestshot on ‘Peo- 
ple Are Funny’ and was never seen 
again” (NBC). Another had to do 
with somebody’s five-year-old sis- 
‘ter guessing the mystery melody 
on “Stop the Music” (ABC). A 
femme intruded on the show and 
asked: “Is this ‘Breakfast in Holly- 
wood’?” (also ABC). And at still 
|}another point: “And now a word 
from Bill Corum and Gillette 
Blades” (Mutual). 

Initialer’s big act was a parody 
of the film “Key Largo,” which 
came off as the broadest, most 
|obvious sort of slapstick. The 
stanza’s best moments were those, 
near the opening, when Carson 
was playing straight man to an- 
nouncer Howard Petrie. Latter has 
'nice comedic abilities. Cast in gen- 
'eral, including Marion Hutton, who 
i|turns in an okay vocal contrib, 
plunges through the zany proceed- 
ings with gusto. What they need 
most to make the show really pay 
off is some fresh material. 

Truest statement uttered in the 
30 minutes was Carson's opening 
remark, “Well, here we go again.” 
He wasn’t kidding. 

Sponsor’s plugs are for Sanka 
|coffee and Instant Sanka, which 
|are “real coffee with the worry 
|taken out.” No Sanka, please, for 
| Carson’s scripters. Doan. 


| EVERYMAN’S STORY 

| (“The Invisible Pill’) 

| With Martin Wolfson, Ivor Francis, 
others; Bernard Lenrow, nar- 

| yator; Roy Shield orchestra 

|30 Mins.; Sundays, 2 p.m. (EST) 

Writer: Joseph Mindel 

Director: Clay Daniel 

Producers: Milton Krents, D. L. 

| Provost 

| Sustaining 

| WNBC, New Yerk 

| “Everyman’s Story” is a new 

dramatic series offered by NBC's 


the Federation of Jewish Philan- 
thropies, pointing up the accom- 
plishments of the work of welfare 
agencies collectively and individ- 


ually. There is a slight reminder of, 


the Federation’s drive for $16,500,- 
000 for such work and lets it go 
at that without any direct pitch for 
contributions. 


mon, Howard Harris, David Swift | 


saw that had them in stitches a' 


| JIMMY DURANTE SHOW 

With Alan Young, Florence Halop, 
Candy Candido, Roy Bargy orch 

| Producer: Phil Cohan 

Writers: Stanley Davis, Elon Pack- 
ard; Floyd Caton, Onie Whi- 
zem, Jud Pearson, Les White, 
Karl Gruener, Harry Crine, 
George Foster 

30 Mins., Fri., 8:30 p.m. (EST) 

' CAMELS 

NBC, from Dallas 

(Esty) 


Several seasons back Tom Luck- | 


enbill, of the William Esty agency, 
conceived the idea of parlaying the 
talents of Jimmy Durante and 
Garry Moore on behalf of Esty’s 
top client, R. J. Reynolds (Camel), 
with a resultant payoff that’s now 
radio and show biz history. 

After a couple of seasons of 
broadcasting under the Rexall 
Drug banner, Durante is now back 
in the Camel fold and this time 
Luckenbill has teamed the Schnoz 
with Alan Young, with the show 
serving as the curtain raiser for 
NBC’s new Friday night comedy 
lineup. 


The Durante-Young combo, how- | 


ever, doesn’t add up as did the 
Schnoz-Moore “Junior” routine. 
Whereas the brashness and the 
impudence of Moore so ably com- 
plemented the particular brand of 
Durate zanyism, so that both 
emerged as ideal foils for one 
another, Young’s stylized comedics 
aren’t patterned to the Schnoz 
formula. . 


In his own right Young has dis- | 


tinctive qualities as a comedian; 


let him p.ay around with a five or | 


10-minute comedy insert and he 
can be an asset on anybody's pro- 
gram. As for the Schnozzola, let 
him go at it strictly along his own 
line, without being harnessed by 
some thankless. scripting, and 
you’ve got one of radio’s most solid 
properties. 

But taking two extreme “oppo- 
sites,” as in the case of the Schnoz 
and Young, and hewing them to a 
sort of musicomedy format based 


on a Durante Poll of Public Opin- | 


ion, with which they preemed their 
new teamup last Friday (8), and 
the results, from a laugh payoff, 
left something to be desired. 

There were moments, particu- 
larly in the early part of the show, 
as, for example, when a bewildered 
Durante found himself trying to 
pry loose from a “C-m-l-e-s-a” 
twister, that were strictly in the 
,Sehnoz idiom, and hilarious. But 
| that was before the story line. 

Phil Cohan, as could be ex- 
pected, contributed his sock pro- 
ductional assist with what there 
was on hand, and Roy Bargy and 
his orch are back for the musical 
accomp. 


nation. Rose. 
‘BLONDIE 
With Penny Singleton, Arthur 


Lake, Norma Jean Niisson, Bobby 
Ellis, Hanley Stafford, Etvia All- 
man; announcer, Howard Petrie 
Writer: John L. Green 
hs ~-eemeiaaiee Glen Hall Tay- 
or 
30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. (EST) 
COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 





, NBC, from Hollywood 
|'N.Y. flagship in association with | 


(Esty) 
Fact that “Blondie” has been on 


the air since 1939 is sufficient proof | 


that the masses evidently relish this 
absurd, domestic claptrap. In its 
fall bow for Colgate Wed. (6) on 
NBC the show differed little from 
| the insipience of its preceding in- 
stallments. Penny Singleton as 
Blondie is still the patient house- 


Opening stanza which teed off wife and mother, a trifle higher in- 


Sunday (10) in the 2 p.m. slot was 
scripted by Joseph Mindell and 
titled ‘The Invisible Pill.” It dealt 
with coordination of psychiatric 
treatment for patients in the city 
hospitais, when regular medical 
probes of ailments fail to turn up 
any physical clues to the illnesses. 

For dramatic purposes a case 
history of a young man, mythical 
of course, was employed for the 
clinical study. He had complained 
of head-pains and when the doctors 
could find no basic reason for them, 
decided to treat him via psychiatry 
After a battle he yields to the 
newer treatment, which reveals 
that he has developed a defeatist 
complex due to a tilt with his 
mother in childhood. The newer 
method of treatment solves his 
problem. 

Bernard Lenrow handled the 
narrator spot in splendid fashion. 
with Martin Wolfson, as the patient 
m.d., and Ivor Francis as the youth 
also turning in capital perform- 
ances. 

The series should attract atten- 
tion as a public service program, 
for which it’s intended, rather than 
as straight dramatic fare to in- 
trigue the general dialer. Other- 
wise scripting, direction and pro- 
duction were up to par#Roy Shields 
lorch carries the musical back- 
grounding adeptly. Edba. 


tellectually than her dim-witted 
spouse, Dagwood Bumstead, played 
by Arthur Lake. 

While radio prides itself upon 
being a cultural uplifter, it’s incon- 
gruous to find a program with abso- 
lutely nothing to offer with the ex- 
ception of a string of loosely re- 
lated bunglings perpetrated by a 
character who was spawned in the 
comic strips. Sponsor’s ample plugs 
ask listeners to fill in the missing 


line in’ a Super Suds jingle with | 


first prize a ’49 Ford, and also pro- 
claim the merits of Colgate dental 
cream as weli as Lustre Creme 
Shampoo. Gilb. 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 
With Bob Neal, Bill Mayer 
2 Hrs., Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 
FORD MOTOR CO. 
WGAR, Cleveland 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

Bob Neal has followed the for- 
tunes of the professional champion 
football team, the Cleveiand 
Browns, for several years. No 
doubt, both the Browns and Bob 
Neal have worked up a large and 
loyal following in Northern Ohio. 

Consequently, one might be able 
to understand Neal’s ebullience in 
describing the successful plays of 
the home-town team. However, it 
iis also the job of a sportscaster to 


Initial show had a Dallas origi-— 


FORD THEATRE 

| (“Madame Bovary”’) 

| With Marlene Dietrich, Van Heflin, 
Claude Rains, Robert Dryden, 
Hedley Rainnie, Ivor France 
Mercedes McCambridge, Ronal 
Liss, Miriam Wolfe, Alan Devitt, 
John Stanley, Gregory Morton 
Abby Lewis, John Merlin, Nei 
Fitzgerald; Fletcher Markle, nar- 
rator. 

Director: Fletcher Markle 

Adaptation: Brainard Duffield, 
Emerson Crocker 

| Composer-Conductor: Cy Feuer 

60 Mins., Fri., 9 p.m. (EST) 

| FORD 

CBS, from New York 

(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

“Ford Theatre” has finally hit its 








stride. After a year’s valiant but 
vain struggle, to project its 60- 
minute dramatic showcase into a 
bigtime Sunday afternoon NBC 
production, Ford Motor Co. came 
through last Friday night (8) with 
what gives every indication of 


shaping up as a definite click. 

The hour-long stanza has been 
moved over to CBS in the 9 to 10 
|p.m. segment, with the Ford hier- 
archy, via Kenyon & Eckhardt 
agency, bestowing on it a talent- 
coin “shoot the works” edict that 
wisely also puts equal emphasis on 
taste and commercial show values. 


Actually “Ford Theatre” is CBS’ 
'“Studio One” with a_ 41,500,000 
budget. Fletcher Markle, the ace 


|director-producer of the former 
sustaining series on Columbia, is 
again investing the production, 
which now flies the Ford banner, 
with the same distinctive and im- 
aginative qualities that made “Stue- 
dio One” mature radio theatre. 
|Except that now, with an assist 
from the Ford purse strings, it’s 
also endowed with keener commer- 
cial values. 
Since this appears to be the year 
|of the great Flaubert resurrection 
‘in show biz (Metro is putting 
“Madame Bovary” into production 
this month with Jennifer Jones in 
the lead), “Ford Theatre” chose 
the same vehicle for the leadoff of 
the season. Which may or may not 
have been a concession to spring- 
‘boarding the series with a prestige 
show. On that basis the decision 
was probably a wise one, despite 
the fact that “Bovary,” in this day 
and age, is somewhat creaky 
around the edges. 
Yet it’s to Markle’s credit that 
the performance came off with a 
\breadth and a sweep ‘that belied 
,its stuffy literary overtones and on 
;the whole made for an exciting 
hour of listening. The cast was ex- 
,cellent, notably Marlene Dietrich, 
| Van Heflin and Claude Rains in the 
lead roles, yet it is Markle, above 
all, who rates chief bows for giving 
the production the animation that 
|made it so distinctive. 
| The familiar, unorthodox Markle 
|touches that characterized “Studie 
One” of last year were all there, 
pete the listener’s senses to the 
atmosphere and the feel; the cor- 
‘rect balance of background noises 
‘and superlative musical cues and 
bridges, all approximating some- 
|thing of a new dimensional quality 
|for a strictly audio medium. 
|_.As the frustrated, capricious 
| Madame Bovary who is a victim ef 
her small provincial town environ- 
,ment, Miss Dietrich played the role 
with sympathetic understanding 
and true feeling. Claude Rains as 
Dr. Bovary and Van Heflin as the 
other man in her life were equally 
convincing, while Robert Dryden, 
Hedley Rainnie, Mercedes McCam- 
bridge, Ivor Francis and Ronald 
Liss in secondary roles were a 
‘credit to the overall presentation. 
Markle himself handled the nar- 
ration and did it well. 
_ Benson Ford, a director of the 

motor company, was on hand for 
the preem to treat the midway in- 
| stitutional commercial. 

This is probably radio’s banner 
year in the dramatic field (net te 
mention TV), with “Lux Radie 
Theatre,” “Theatre Guild of the 
| Air,” “Cavalcade of America,” the 
‘new Helen Hayes CBS series, 
| ““Sereen Guild Players,” the re- 
vamped Prudential show, etc. If 
the same qualitative standards that 
marked the premiere apply to sub- 
sequent airings, “Ford Theatre” 
‘can hold its head high with the 
| best of them. Rose. 


| — $$ ______- ~_-—— 


attempt to be objective and treat 
plays accordingly. Neal, one of the 
better sportscasters in this area, 
perhaps doesn’t realize his feelings 
are too vividly pronounced. Should 
he curb them, the only irritant in 
his broadcast would disappear. 
Neal should also forget his 
“cute” tie-ins of sponsor identifi- 
cation and activity on the field. 
Bill Mayer handles the commer- 
cials well enough, although Mayer’s 
color and other spots could be 
made richer and more interesting. 
Mark. 
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“Face the Music,” CBS.TV's 1s 
minute across-the-board sion, ms 
tinues as one of the most consist. 
ent high-quality shows on the air 
Web has recently added much more 
Production value by providing 
songsters Johnny Desmond and 
Sandra Deel with a different set 
each. night. While the format ig 
always the same, the different back- 
round gives the show & new look 
for each stanza, Thursday night 
‘30), for example, Desmond and 
Miss Deel feature Latin songs 
against a Mexican backdrop, while 
man owing night they sang ro- 
ittie i 
renshore S against a simulated 
WO vocalists demonstra = 
lete ease before the Saaneaen one 
ecting their ingratiating personal- 
ties as niftily as their songs, Tony 
Mottola trio backed them excel. 
lently, and the idea of giving Mot- 
tola some comedy “business” hag 
ypoed the show considerably. In 
all, it remains @ fresh, youthful 
; a highly-promis- 
ng investment f. er, 
Bories of advertis _—_ 
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Here are the programs with the biggest audiences* what's It Worth 


in Television: 
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TOAST OF THE TOWN (CBS-TV) with a 40.7 rating in 
its top quarter-hour, tops all other Television ratings. 
















CBS-TV NEWS is the highest-rated news show in all 
TELEVISION, with 10.8. 
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CBS-TV has all three of the top “strip” variety and 
musical shows: FACE THE MUSIC, with 2 12.7 rating: 
PLACES, PLEASE, with a 10.9 rating; BOB HOWARD, 
with a 10.1 rating. 


_ 























Fates Good M. c. main 


re 
“rcumstances : 
Two happy circu this program. 













joned about ) = 
ri at. mer rates id i b. ° 
an i . ete : 
cBs TV h th t t sé di ti 7 ti ” Firs cee. He was comp ak A - 
: pnd.» tis Mapa ataaeie as em ‘amera, and \ was 
“ ger 2 mportant, he 


shows: WHAT’S IT WORTH?, with a 14.7 rating; 
WINNER TAKE ALL, with a 19.0 rating. 


And... 


WCBS -TV leads all other New York Television sta- 
tions in size of audience, seven days a week, in the 
average quarter-hour between 8:00 and 11:00 p. m. 




















present -* petter ac 


think of 4 producers. 
cameramen an P piLLBOARD 

















wiatest Pulse Rating Repert Sept. 1946 






artin and 

’ ees su a le brightes: 

concert technique at thi’ ballet whj rli Were achieved by 
1 


ahead ori oc n 
+ rad the crowd 28 the es €s. With this sh umene List’, 
Variety fare wee thus fay ow, CBS moves 

direction of R th an ex tra orcs ne together 
*¥ Bloch for his super. a Over, we 
“euper musi- 
*mooth direction of 







































Wednesday, October 13, 1948 VARIETY 


AUDIENCE 





Why do more people watch cBs-tv? The answer can be given simply. 
It’s because CBS-TV gets better pictures on the screen. 


That takes more, in television, than great entertainers (CBS-TV has them!). 


More than great entertainment (cBs-Tv has that!). 


It takes what Ben Gross of New York’s Daily News, writing about 

cBs-TV, calls: “The New Look... top quality effects... that are the talk 

of the industry.” These “top quality effects,” sensitively synchronized with 
sound, come directly from cBs-Tv’s unmatched skill in lighting, 

in camera-movement, in the selection and composition of each image 


fluidly moving into the next, to please both the eye and the ear. 


It’s such top television skills, based on hours and hours of intensive 


research that are making CBS-TV audiences so large. 


Come and see for yourself. 


CBS-TV 


— first in audience! 
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Tele’s First Libel Suit (Remington Vs. | 
Bentley, NBC) Eyed for Precedent 


Television’s first libel suit was? 


filed last week and it stirred up 
plenty of apprehension in industry 
circles as to the precedent it might 
establish regarding  telecasters’ 
liability for what’s said or depicted 
via TV. 

William W. Remington, suspend- 
ed Dept. of Commerce official 





accused by Elizabeth T. Bentley of 
being a Communist, filed for $100,- 
000 damages in the N. Y. district 
Federal court He named Miss 
Bentley, NBC and General Foods 
as co-defendants. The action is 
based on remarks by Miss Bentley, 
a self-confessed former Communist 
spy, during an NBC telecast of 
“Meet the Press,” sponsored by 
GF. 

Summons in the suit have been 


served on the network and spon- 
sor, but no hearing can be slated 
until Miss Bentley also is served, 
and up to yesterday (Tues.) she 
had not been located, according to 
Richard G. Green, counsel for 
Remington 
NBC was not without warning 
that the suit would be filed. Sev- 


eral weeks ago Remington an- 
nounced his intention of suing un- 
less both Miss Bentley and the net- 
work immediately retracted the ac- 
cusation. which he termed “untrue, 
false and defamatory.’”’” NBC sub- 


| 
sequently, during a newsreel, tele- | 
vised a film clip of Remington de- | 


nouncing the charges. But the net 
apperent!y expects to let a_ test) 
case be made of Remington’s suit. 

Web execs are 100% mum on 
the case. Their sit-tight stance in 
permitting the suit to be instituted 
rather than airing a_ retraction, 


however, is believed to be pre- 
dicated on counsel's advice that the 
question might as well be cleared 
up this way. It’s also apparent that 
the web doesn’t feel that the suit 
will stick. as far as the network 
is concerned, despite a recent New 
Jersey court ruling holding broad- 
casters liable for libelous state- 
ments they air. 

There's a question, too, it’s said, 
of whether statements aired where 
no script is inyolved (as in this 
case) constitute grounds for libel 
action or slander. 


Cleve. Focal Spot For 
Midwest TV Election Job 


Cleveland, Oct. 12. 
Rapidly completing its sched- 
uled plans for opening, NBC’s tele- 
vision outlet here, WNBK, is to be 
the origination point of the mid- 
west net election coverage. 
Coming into town for the oc- 
casion will be NBC’s Alex Dreier, 
Robert McCormack and Ad 
Schneider. Cities in the net will 
be Cleveland, Chicago, Buffalo, St. 
Louis, Milwaukee, Detroit and 
Toledo. . 








New Tele Business | 


Corn Exchange National Bank Field, Boston, was probably as dull and inept as any seen by N. Y, 


World Series Roundup 


Television coverage of the 1948 World Series games played at Braves 











a contr we ity —= ~— viewers accustomed to the more polished efforts of the Gotham camera 
show , y, : 


: ; , d_ crews. First, second and sixth games were originated by the WNAC-TV 
age oe ee ee Pon crew in Boston and the station’s management, perhaps wisely, refused 
Exchange Open House” is pro- to reveal the identities of the director and cameramen. Excuse offered 


AGVA WHITTLES SCALE ‘duced by Roy Neal and directed was that the station has a strict rule against any “personal publicity” 


FOR NITERY TELECASTS. 


lviews and Lee Morgan, KYW frnest Sindelar directed that operation, with James Kirkey, James T. 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

American Guild of Variety Ar- 
tists has combed down its scale 
for television. The old rule which 
stipulated that an act working a 
nitery floorshow or a theatre bill 
must receive a full week’s extra 
salary if even one portion of show 
was televised has been scrapped. 
Obviously the union found that no 
spot was willing to televise a show 
under so stiff a scale. . 

The scale now is strictly per- 
shot. and it has been slightly re- 
duced and also segmented on a 
sliding arrangement with one free 
rehearsal, a concession heretofore 
not granted by AGVA. 

Scale per act now is $75 for 90 
min. show, $60 for one hour; $50, 
30 mins.; $40, 15-mins. or any frac- 
tion. In the past minimum was 
$60. | 


| 





U. of P, WCAU Launch 
Accredited College 
Course on Television 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

WCAU-TV and the Univ. of 
Pennsylvania have linked forces to 
launch the first complete course 
in television in this section. 

The course, which takes in three 
hours of work each week for the 
duration of the scholastic year, 
was started at the WCAU-TV stu- 
dios. The pupils were selected by 
the University and the radio sta- 
tion and were picked from more 
than 150 applicants. 

Determining factors in choosing 
students were radio TV_ back- 
ground, scholastic rating and em- 
ployment status. The course is 
not restricted to undergrads, but 
is open to the general public as 
well. Training last 30 weeks and 


all phases of video will be taught | 
| by WCAU-TV staffers. 


| Studies take in lighting, camera 


| work, controls, production, direc- | 


tion, makeup, set design, station 
administration and other subjects. 
|Classroom work is being supple- 
mented with actual TV demonstra- 
tions on station equipment. 
Ruth Weir Miller, WCAU’s edu- 
cational director, is supervising 
and coordinating the course. Dr. 
Frederick Gruber, professor of 
education, represents the Univer- 
sity. The tele classes are consid- 
ered part of the school’s college 
collateral courses and that depart- 
ment will award its certificate to 


_the students completing the 
| studies. 


WNBK, a unit of NBC’s WTAM, | 


is expected to utilize, too, the 


services of Ed Wallace, WTAM’s. 


| Tele Chatter 


News Director, and the newsroom 
staff. 

Meanwhile, station’s TV test pat- 
tern is moving along on channet 4, 
and WTAM’s Manager John Mc- 
Cormick reports an excellent sig- 
nal. Station’s TV unit is utilizing 
one tower combining television 
FM and AM. 


WNBQ Jumps the Gun 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

WNBQ, NBC tele station now in 
the final testing stage, got special 
FC permission last week to use 
the three world series games from 
Cleveland as test program fare. 
Tests caused same _ muttering 
among other telecasters who said 
that regardless of FCC blessing, 
WNBQ beaming of Gillette com- 
mercials was contrary to commis- 
sion regulations. 

WNBQ signal was clear and well 
defined. Date for regular pro- 





gramming is still to be set for the | 


NBC station, which will be the 
fourth in Chicago. 





HILLBILLY TELE SHORTS 


Dallas, Oct. 12. 

The Sack Television Enterprises, 
subsidiary of the Sack Amuse- 
ments Enterprises, is currently 
making a series of 13 tele shorts 
featuring Tommy Scott and his 
Hillbilly Jamboree of Tocca, Ga. 

Series, produced by Alfred, 
Lester and Julius Sack at the 
Jamieson Studio here. 








New York 
Bigelow-Sanford Carpet Co., in 
conjunction with the Young 
/ Rubicam ad agency, hosting the 
| press with a cocktail party in the 
; RCA building’s Rainbow Grill 
tomorrow (Thursday) night to help 
launch the new “Bigelow Show” on 
the NBC-TV web. Show stars men- 
talist Dunninger and ventriloquist 
/Paul Winchell, with Billy Rose 
| guesting on the preem . .. Muscle- 
| builder Joe Bonomo now planning 
to launch his “Building the Body 
Beautiful” technique in a_ tele 
series on the DuMont web... 
Television Features, Inc., new tele 
film package agency, formed in 
N.Y. Larry Gordon, member of 
Photographie Illustrators is prez, 
'Mrs. Ann Griffen is treasurer, and 
Nancy Gould, secretary. First pro- 
ject is a feature on brotherhood, 
produced in conjunction with the 
U.S. Army for the National Con- 
| ference of Christians and Jews . 
“Roar of the Rails,” new tele series 
dramatizing historic railroading 
events, set to tee off Oct. 26 on the 
!CBS-TV web, with A. C. Gilbert 
'Co. bankrolling the 15-minute 
show ... First use of a tele set as 
'a prop in a stage show occurs next 
Tuesday (19), when “My Romance,” 
new Sigmund Romberg musical, 
/opens on Broadway. Set is a U.S. 
| Television table model ... Garry 
Moore, emcee on NBC’s Sunday 
night quiz show, “‘Take It or Leave 





It,” killed plans for a simultaneous | 





by Cal Jones, both of the WPTZ for staffers on any show carried as a poo! venture. 
staff. The show features guest In marked contrast was the fine camera coverage turned in by the 
celebs with Neal doing the inter- WEWS crew for the third, fourth and fifth games played in Cleveland. 


songstress spotted for the musical \jurphy and Ed W. Walsh maintaining good camera mobility, with little 
interludes. dullness and no confusion. 

Nurserytime Products joined Jay | 
Bucknell Co. as participating spon-| Red Barber evidently had a word or two, or three, or four to say 
or on DuMont’s “Doorway 0) aster that first game in Boston. What that WNAC camera crew did to 
Fame” series. Agency is Jules) ,in in the opener was murder. Barber would ask the lens boys to pick 
Mirel. Great Gadgets — | wp some action and again and again they'd ignore him. It made Barber 
the c ——, Spark wie i sien | look foolish and translated on receiving sets as. poor work. The second 
WerP., eee ark ” tote Shorts. game was better. It comes down to the fact that when a camera 
+ toagee dl i. tar we nights on the director ignores his annowncer it handcuffs that announcer to whatever 
a Ror gpl is showing on his monitor. Accordingly, he could as well stay at home 

ane Sewelry inked to pact Mon- and do the broadcast from his receiver there. 
day night wrestling matches ~ Walter Hagen used to say that when he started out to play a round 
rh gan = — = [ee of golf he figured to make seven bad shets which is why the bad ones 
National Premium Beer bankroll- didn’t bether him. Hagen may have had WNAC in mind, too. That 
ing all 1948-49 games of the Wash- station’s mebile unit on the series missed plenty from the video side, 
ington Capitols basketball team on Gerdon’s second game first inning boot, resulting in Boston’s only run, 
the same station, through the never came over the air at all. That was because the camera was fol- 
Owen & Chappell agency. a dais t a Sees of Eliiot’s poo - third were ~~ 

. ] ’ oppily but f was no more y an many other 

Pg B stow g Pegg > ng oe ee outlets in failing te cover hot smashes down the foul lines. The fault 
one-minute spots during CBS-TV’s is the overuse of narrow field lenses (closeups) which demand full 
“Film Theatre of the Air’ on panning. The cameramen can’t swing the “heads” quickly enough te 
Thursdays and Fridays. Armen, stay with the ball. 
Inc., pacted for 10 weeks of one- Except when the ball was hit WNAC offered only two views of the 
minute spots on Wednesday after- entire playing field, the box and the plate or just the trio at the plate, 
noons through Bliss & Marcus. [It made for a monotonous and cramped depiction of a basebali-.game, 
Ladies Home Journal has sched- Did you ever hear of claustrophobia from a camera director’s manic 
uled three one-minute plugs ©n for closeups? You will! 
CBS-TV shows through BBD & O. | 

Borden Cheese, through Young| Gijlette’s commercials were mostly film, short and to the point. But 
& Rubicam, inked for oe oy the best one was only used once—a silent Gillette, spelled out and 
pea heal Ry Rigs and superimposed on the diamond as the teams changed sides between 
WPIX . 7 : innings. Other sponsors have used their names or product similarly, 
ae the difference here being in the silence. 











Various clients of the ber aye 
agency have taken over much of: ~ it’s ba it has ome appa ood 
the time on Toledo station WSPD- | AM posttest poe oo tea gg ob. rag “ came i Of a 
TV. Dolphin Paint & Varnish has * ¥ ~— 


a 13 weeks’ series of film spots 9@™é than a bad camera crew. 


Ne ee a ae While WNAC-TV’s crew deserves the blame for much of the sloppy 


Motors bankrolls weather reports, Camera work, that lopped-off shot of the pitcher, batter and catcher 
and Athletic Supply Co. sponsors Was not the station’s fault. Braves Field has no lower stand, so that 
all Toledo Univ. basketball games it was necessary to perch the camera high up above the field. Shooting 
carried by the station. Athletic down ‘trom that angie, it was thus tmpossible to line up all three play- 
Supply and Christian-Sheidler Co., ers on the screen at the same time. 

radio retailers, bankroll Toledo 
high football games; Lee Motors Viewers must have been irritated during that sixth and final game 
sponsors boxing matches, and the when the relay link between Boston and N. Y. conked out at a crucial 
Covert-Ohio Co. bankrolls a series moment in the fourth inning. Blank screen lasted only a few minutes, 
of shows on fly-casting lessons. though, with the action coming back in time to catch the play. 

















WNAC was still giving just an ordinary and routine account through- 
‘Off Record’ Off for Week re the final game in Boston. The: narration (Red Barber) continued 
“Off the Record,” scheduled for etter than the photographic job and it will be that way until camera 
ses ela Satiataten editesitie bia | directors knew their game or are supplied with assistants who will 
i sit with and guide them in their view selection. Which brings up the 
night (Tues.), was postponed be- point that the camera director is entitled to the same billing as the 
cause of the illness of announcer narrator. 

| Ken Roberts, for whom a large | 
‘ | Tom Hussey, of WNAC, did the fifth and sixth inning announcing 
part had been written initio the | for all Boston games. 

Show. Half-hour comedy program, | 
_ produced by Martin Gosch, had in- | A switching of cameras lost to the audience the Cleveland double 
tended a takeoff on VaRIETY’s re- | om 7 ed ren —e yng oe ne got the second base action but 
| vi | muffed the re ay and out at first in going from a medium shot te @ 
ssl gs preem stanza two. closeup. This is a good example of needless “technique” and what 


irritates viewers. 
| Show will be staged next Tues- | 


day (19) if Roberts recovers in, Camera highlight was Spahn’s pickoff play in the eighth. The lens 

| Sane. If not, Gosch will fill in with also trapped the runner off first and followed the Feo to the plate 

another script. where a second runner, coming in from third, was tagged out. There 
was no time for a camera switch here—luckily. 

Three games transmitted by co-axr from Cleveland over the newly- 
opened midwest network drove home tele’s full impact on sports-minded 
fans throughout the area. From here on out, the populace can be 
definitely classified qs on the video kick. Set sales in coming weeks 
are expected to triple the totals of corresponding periods last year. 














| tele pickup of the show because he WNAC-TV’s Tom Hussey and WEWS’ Van Patrick wh led B 
reportedly felt he didn’t look too, ber for several innings from Boston and Cleveland, saeaemiinaiae anaine 


& _well on the telescreens .. . James| matched Barber’s fine play-by-play commentary. Each of them has 


_E. Bailey, managing director of been covering his local team thr hout th 

WAGA, Fort Industry station in edge of the pl rr" ale & ie te cs 

ngren and George B. Storer, Jr., color nated. ee ee a 
s tele chief, in N.Y. for huddles, One of the neatest television tricks yet scored was WEWS’ (Cleve- 


| with CBS exees .. . Olympic Radio i 
i Veleeiatan’s mae Dunilsater ~~ land) coverage of the Indians-Red Sox precedent-making playoff game 


. 4 A Oct. 4. WEWS reported the i i ‘ i i 

Prot geen ? . por entire game via scoreboard i 

| Ges tes. ten A mage = an and with Van Patrick and Tris Speaker doing the calling a Bday mg 
remote locations of the teleshow Boston. Station, after a hurried session, securing a large scoreboard 
received on a single master set. from a downtown department store. Working in close cooperation 
_introed to dealers and the press at with the store that had used the board before, WEWS was able to 
_a Hotel New Yorker cocktail party Present video-wise a visual record of runs, hits, errors, etc. As a 
last week... Jobs Unlimited, N.Y. player came to bat in Boston, his nameplate was shown an scoreboard 
personnel organization servicing ad A hit produced a moving tract progressing down the baselin t the 
agencies and broadcasters, added proper sack. wis 
a television division. designed as’ All in all, that stunt calied for ingenuity 

a national clearing house for all coordination. Permission to pull off the 
creative, technicai and adminis- American League and the ball clubs invoive 
trative personnel for agencies and sought similar okay from Mu , 
Stations. Outfit will not handle played in Boston, a firm 
talent, however . . . Milan Greer, p ; 
until now assistant manager of) i ome : 

WOM's  Sreneetintion ianertnent | Six games of the Series were carried by all stations having access 





quick action and heads up 
stunt was received from 
d. However, when WEWS 


4 itual and Gillette for World Series games 
No” was the answer. 








nl =a | to them. Station operat ir spli i ; 
joined the Irvin Paul Sulds package L I ors say their split of the Gillette coin made 
agency, which now produces “Court we ct erage almost a public service write-off, but in terms of promo- 
of Curreni Issues” on the DuMont [0 “ey came off well. Sale of segs in advance and following the games 
net. . . RCA decided to pay all) %!80 helped. 
ee who've been with the| 
corporation or any of its subsidi- : 
aries for six months the difference Chipp to DuMont | WJBK-TV N FI 1 
between their base pay for their | ames Livin 
last month of employment and Rodney Duane Chipp has been'| Detroit, Oct. 12. 
what they receive for their first named engineering chief of the| Appointment of Ralph G. (Hank) 
month's military service, if they’re DuMont web. |Elvin to head the new video sta- 
drafted or enlist, and will also He replaces Scott Heit, who’s tion, WJBK-T\. which will begin 
continue for 31 days the employees _been transferred to the research operation Oct. 24. was announced 
(Continued on page 36) | division of the DuMont Labs. {by Fort Industries. 
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Pulse’s Top 10 TV Shows 


Televised sports events, which had slid behind other types of TV 
shows during recent months, came back with a vengeance during 
Septetmber to take seven of the top 10 ratings issued by Pulse. 
Despite the resurgence of sports, however, vaudeo retained its lead, 


with Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 


Town” on the CBS-TV web pull- 


ling down top spot with a 40.7 and NBC-TV’s “Texaco Star The- 


atre” finishing a close second wit 
led the August ratings. 


h a 38.7 rating. Same two shows 


Four of the seven sports events were Brooklyn Dodger baseball 
games covered by WCBS-TV (CBS, N.Y.). Dodgers were still in 


the race for the National Leagu 


e pennant during early Septem- 


per, which might explain the viewers’ interest. Other three sports 
ratings all went to boxing matches. Bob Emery’s “Small Fry Club,” 
moppet show aired across-the-board on the DuMont web, was the 
only non-sports leader with the exception of the first two, squeez- 
ing into ninth place in the ratings. 


Following is a list of the top 10 Pulse-rated shows in N.Y. for 


Septetmber: 

Sept. Aug. 
“Toast of the Town,” WCBS,-TV, Sunday........ - 40.7 37 
“Texaco Star Theatre,” WNBT, Tuesday......... 38.7 31 
Brooklyn vs. Giants, WNBT, Sunday...... oseces SRS ag 
Resing, WCBS-TV, Sunday...........csccccces BIS e% 
eee, TA, SUMED. cesvidvcccsisdhiovccse eh 
Dodgers vs. Giants, WNBT, Saturday............ 30 vs 
Dodgers vs. Giants, WPIX, Thursday (night)..... 28 
eR ag PR ag se one .5 
Small Fry Club, WABD, Monday-Friday......... 27 26.2 
Brooklyn vs. Chicago, WCBS-TV, Monday....... 26.7 a 








Fly Charts Course of Indie TV 
Producers; ITPA Plans Own Show 





Gaining momentum in its drive 


to hit the networks and ad agen- | 
cies with a solid front o? independ- | 
ent video producers, the Independ- | 
ent Television Producers. Assn. | 
took its first big step this week | 
with appointment of James L. Fly, | 
former FCC chairman, as attorney | 
for the outfit. Okayed by ITPA’s | 
exec board Monday (11), the move 
was designed to add power and | 
prestige to the four-week old or- | 
ganization. | 


Fly’s immediate job will be to/| 
study present relationships among | 
indie producers, ad agencies and | 
network outlets and afterwards to 
draw up a constitution and bylaws 
for the ITPA. Upon the basis of 
his findings, Fly will also draw 
up a standard contract to cover 
the sales of both live and filmed 
shows to TV stations. 

Currently, ITPA has a member- 
ship of 40 leading indie producers 
in New York, Chicago and Detroit, 
representing about 75% of the 
eastern field. After ITPA is for- 
mally chartered on the basis of 


Fly’s recommendations, the organ- | 
ization intends sending a rep to} 


the west coast to corral indie pro- 
ducers there who have already 
shown interest 
Sparkplugged by Martin Gosch, the 
outfit was set up to protect the 
interests of indie producers who 
are under a tactical disadvantage 
in dealing with the big nets and 
agencies. 


ITPA, holding its first member- 


ship meeting next Wednesday (20), | 


at the Savoy Plaza, N. Y., is also 
building its own program to show- 
case the efforts of its member 
units. Specific plans for the show 
will be drawn up at the meeting 
with preliminary aims being to 
create a _ practical 
code to guide the industry. Deals 
for airing the show are still a mat- 
ter for the future. 

The exec board of ITPA is com- 
posed of Gosch, prexy; Irvin 
Sulds, indie producer, vice-prexy; 
Nat Rudick, of Gainsborough As- 
sociates, secretary; and Henry 
White, of World Video, treasurer. 


CBS Seeks Sponsor For 
European Music TV Pix 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 





CBS is wooing potential sponsors | 


in the east for a series of 13 one- 


reelers, lensed in Europe by Eugen | 


Sharin, of Ambassador Films, 
which the net will telecast. Setup 
is second by web, first being with 
mpro for series of short films. 


Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra. 


is featured in the first six com- 
pleted by Sharin. He has also 
made “Merry Christmas,” starring 
Vienna Boy’s Choir of St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral, Vienna. It features 
eight yuletide carols and will be 


aired during coming Christmas 
season. 


in ITPA’s aims. | 


ABC’s $1,000,000 Hdas. 

Extent to which ABC is lay- 
ing it on the line to entrench 
itself in television is evi- 
denced by the revelation that 
it is plunking down $1,000,000 
to get its new west 66th street 
N. Y.) Tv hdgqs. functioning. 

By the latter part of this 
month some 700 ABC em- 
ployes (including some radio 
personnel) will be moved over 
to the block-long building, al- 
though the two elaborate stu- 
dios in the structure won’t be 
ready for camera-shooting un- 
til the first of the year. 

ABC estimates that its total 
coast-to-coast investment will 
set it back $8,000,000. 

ae LE SOBA 


Philly TV Clinic 
Hailed by Medicos 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 
The full implications of the first 


‘major demonstration of television 
‘and surgery for teaching purposes 
are still to be weighed, although 
physicians and surgeons who took 
_part in the video clinic were glow- 
jing in their praise of the new 
medium. 

The demonstration was staged 
last week (5-6) by the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Medical School in 
cooperation with RCA, under the 
sponsorship of the Smith, Kline & 
'French pharmaceutical laborator- 
‘ies. The program was put on in 











programming | conjunction with the State Medical | 


'Society’s convention here and 
4,000 physicians and surgeons in 


nearby Convention Hall attended ine station's electrical construction | 


the television clinic. 

| Thirty-five physicians and sur- 
| geons from the faculty took part in 
the two days telecast of operations. 
|The operating room routine was 
|virtually unchanged. A television 
|/eamera was suspended over the 
‘table and the chief surgeon and 
‘narrator described the scene 


| (Continued on page 36) 
| 


WOIC Ceremonies Fri. 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

Special cornerstone for WwOICc, 
Mutual net’s upcoming television 
station, is to be laid here Friday 
(15) by FCC chairman Wayne Coy. 





the ceremonies and the corner- 
stone will include current copies 
of leading radio trade publications. 

Ceremonies are to be attended 
by WOR (N. Y.) prexy Theodore 

treibert, veepee Jack R. Poppele 
and WOIC general manager Eu- 
; gene S. Thomas. 


He’s to use a silver trowel for | 


ES HOLLY 








WOOD 








ADAPTS FILMS 
AEAR PROJECTION 


Incorporating various motion pic- 
ture production techniques for the 
| first time into television, CBS-TV 
will spring a completely flew rear 
projection device on viewers for 
the Ford Television Theatre show 
| Sunday (17) night. Developed by 
CBS-TV production manager John 
DeMott and the web’s tele engi- 
neering staff, the system will pro- 
vide tele with an almost limitless 
variety of background sets at a 
cost much lower than they. could 
actually be built. 








feet on which can be projected 
either motion pictures or slides. 
Props are then set up before the 
screen, with the overall image 
giving almost a three-dimensional 
effect. Views of practically any- 
thing can then be projected on the 
screen. If the format, for example, 
calls for an actor to be riding in 
a cab up Fifth avenue, film of 
Fifth avenue will be projected be- 


ing the home viewer the illusion 
of actual motion. 

System has been used for years 
iin Hollywood but, until 
j;and his crew worked out the ang- 
| les, it had been thought impossible 
for tele adapation. *» Screen, con- 
structed of a special metal and 
plastic alloy, was manufactured by 
ithe Bodde Screen Co., which also 
|makes them for Metro and Para- 
;}mount studios. Projector requires 
;only 1,000 watts of incandescent 
| light power, whereas it had been 
thought heretofore that at least 
| 5,000 watts of carbon are light 
| would be needed. All film is shot 
iat the same rate of 30 frames per 
| second that TV uses, instead of 
|motion pictures’ standard 24 
|frames, with the film then syn- 
|chronized with the tele camera. 
| Through use of the system on 
|the Ford TV preem, which is to 
| present an hour-long adaptation of 
| Ruth Gordon’s “Years Ago,” De- 
Mott will be able to use two ex- 
terior scenes of winter, one for 
night and one for day, then cut 
almost immediately to a warm 
summer day. System has been de- 
veloped to the extent that the 
proper densities on the screen are 
matched to the studio’s key light, 
to preclude any glare. DeMott is 
now working closely with DuPont 
engineers io develop the screen 
| further, and hopes to have five or 
six of them in operation at the 
| WCBS-TV (N. Y.) studios by Feb- 
ruary. 
| (CBS-TV “sneaked” its rear pro- 
jection on several stanzas of the 
“Face the Music” show, 15-minute 
-airer broadcast across-the-board, 
but next Sunday night’s show will 
‘be the first time it will have been 
;used to its full advantage. DeMott 
‘worked out the system on the basis 
of his experience at the Par studios 
on the Coast, where he worked in 
| both operations and special effects, 
|helping to rig up such things as 
‘the squid used in “Reap the Wild 
; Wind” and the explosion shots in 
“For Whom the Bell Tolls.” 

Other CBS-TV technicians who 
worked on the process with De- 
Mott are H. Van Wagenen, chief of 











crew and engineers Fred Rein- 
/hardt and Paul Witlig. 


2,000,000 PIC TUBES 
IN ’49, SEZ STROTZ 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

In a slide talk for members of 
the Assn. of American Advertising 
Agencies here Friday (8) Sidney 
| Strotz, NBC veepee in charge of 
tele, said that reports of picture 
‘tube shortages are exaggerated. 
Supply of 10-inch glass blanks is 
“more than adequate,” he said, pre- 
dicting that over 2,000,000 pic tubes 
| will be turned out in 1949. 
NBC now has tele in cities rep- 
/resenting 29% of the total popula- 
tion, according to Strotz. Next 
year, he ‘said, the net will expand 
video coverage to the point where 
it will influence 66.86 of total 
|U. S. retail sales via stations in 
'cities comprising 43.8% of the total 
| population, 








System involves a screen 14x17 | 


hind the actor in a prop cab, giv- | 


DeMott | 
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Video Tells All 

| Only television has revealed 
the true difference between 

| football on the campus and in 

| a baseball park. 

When the ball goes into the 

| stands on the campus — it 

| comes back. 








| 


Cillette Buys 
Rose Bowl on TV 


Gillette Safety Razor, plunging 
|deeper into sponsorship of tele- 
| vision sports events, has signed to 


| 


Cutrating Crashes Tele Set Market; 
Selling Hits French Postcard’ Clip 


+ Apart from the 


slight buying 
lull, which is ascribed in part to 
the tightening-up of the install- 
ment - purchasing regulations, the 
seasonal pre-election nervousness, 
television sets “are selling like 
French postcards,” according to 
one major department store music- 
radio-TV executive. However, he 
complains, the independent dealers 
are making it tough for the legits, 
like the big stores, which must ob- 
serve the Feld-Crawford law and 
kindred’ restrictions on fixed 


| prices, 


} 
) 


bankroll both radio and tele pick- | 


|ups of the Rose Bowl football game 
;next New Year’s Day. Game will 
|be carried by CBS on both radio 
land TV. 

| Gillette reportedly inked the 
|deal with CBS several weeks ago 


so as not to detract from the World | 


‘both radio and TV for a combined 
price of $175,000. What the firm 
is shelling out for the Rose Bowl 
contest hasn’t been divulged. Max- 


‘on agency handles the Gillette ac- 


count. 


Series, which it also sponsored on | 


| CBS recently acquired the radio- | 


|TV rights to the Bowl games for 
ithree years, but Gillette’s contract 
‘is for 1949 only. Game is to be 
|earried on the full CBS-AM net- 
/work and over as many tele sta- 
| tions as it’s available to. 
has the 


right to transcribe the 


time over stations not directly con- 
nected to its Hollywood tele outlet. 


TOP STARS TO PREEM 





The smaller radio dealers find 
TV a quick turnover item, and 
“anybody with cash can walk into 
any of these stores and buy sets 
10-20% less than the list.’ As it 
is, the retailers complain, the big- 
gest profit-earners are the manu- 
facturers and _ distributors; the 
dealers’ markup is relatively small. 
Since, however, the _ installation 
and service fees redound to out- 
fits like RCA, etc., the small deal- 
ers are content therefore to make 
a fast if smaller profit, thus in- 


|but held back on the information | creasing the cutrating evil. 





Balto. TV-Happy’; 
60-Hr. WBAL Sked 


Baltimore, Oct. 12. 
With 22,000 tele sets in use as 
of Sept. 30, and likelihood of a 


'40,000 figure being achieved by 


|Mareh 1, 
Web also | 


Baltimore currently 
shapes up as one of the nation’s 


‘most “TV-happy” cities. 
game on film for use at a later) 


Taking its clue from the video- 
conscious populace, and in a bid 
to spurt set sales even higher, 


| WBAL-TV embarked this week on 


FORD THEATRE ON TV 


Raymond Massey, Eva Le Gal- 
lienne and Patricia Kirkland have 
| been set as stars in “Years Ago,” 
‘Ruth Gordon play selected to 
jlaunch the Ford theatre on tele 
|over the CBS-TV web Sunday (17) 
| night. Ford’s TV preem follows 
| by nine days the start of radio’s 
| Ford theatre. Two units, while 
| both presenting one-hour adapta- 
| tions of w.k. plays, will remain dis- 
tinct from each other, maintaining 
'separate production crews’ and 
| script writers. 
| Tele version of the show will be 
aired in the 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. slot 
/once a month, putting it directly 
‘across from the second half-hour 
of Du Mont’s “Original Amateur 
| Hour” and from the Admiral show 


} 





on NBC-TV. With the Philco Tele- | 
vision Playhouse on NBC-TV al-| 


ready bucking Ed 
,“Toast of the Town” vaudeo show 


Sullivan’s | 


'on CBS-TV in the 9 to 10 p.m. slot, | 
Sunday night’s TV picture is rap-| 


\idly becoming as hotly contested as 
|in radio. 


‘Howdy Doody Now a Big 





-Subsid Business Operation 


Vast commercial exploitation in 
a manner akin to that given Walt 
Disney’s Mickey Mouse is under 


} 


| 


|way for “Howdy Doody,” puppet | ™ ; 
_ will function as production super- 


‘star of Bob Smith’s kid show on 
NBC-TV. A firm has been organ- 
ized in the name of Howdy Doody, 
Inc., and licensing agreements have 


} 


five toy and children’s 
,manufacturers. 
| First to debut, late this month, 


already been set by Smith with! 
clothing | 


/will be a doll, a prettified, 2114-' 


inch-tall replica of the puppet, 
turned out by the Effanbee Doll 
Co., subsid of the Noma Electric 
Corp. Smith is slated to teeoff 
\sale of the doll at Macy’s, N. Y. 

Deals also have been set for a 
Howdy Doody suspender and belt 
outfit, a cowboy suit, a 


shirt, and a girl’s handbag, 


In the works, too, are negotia- | 


cowboy | 


tions for Smith, who is “Howdy’s” | 


voice, to do a couple of kids’ rec- 
ord albums. Kids’ books also are 
ibeing discussed. 


an ambitious afternoon program- 
ming schedule, bringing the sta- 
tion’s program setup 60 hours a 
week. That’s bigtime in anybody's 
city. 

Station now operates from noon 
straight through to signoff time, 
with the noontime AM “Hi-Jinx” 
show getting a simultaneous TV 
spread. Afternoon sked includes 
live, news and transcribed shows, 
built chiefly around the “Tele 
Matinee” program. 





Lucky Strike Increases 


Vidfilm Series to 3 Yrs. 
~ With $2,000,000 Budget 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

American Tobacco has upped 
the Marshall Grant, Realm Tele- 
vision Productions, deal for 26 
telepix, as reported last week, to 
156 pictures. Pact now covers a 
three-year period. Tobacco will 
spend close to $2,000,000 on the 
package. 

Series was sold on the sample 
film “The Necklace” adapted from 
Guy de, Maupassant’s short story. 
Initialer was written and pro- 
duced by Stanley Rubin and Louis 
Lantz and directed by Sobey 
Martin. 

Norman L. Elzer will be in 
charge of the entire video opera- 
tion. Rudy Abel has been made a 
member of the organization and 


visor. First film is to be delivered 
to American Tobacco by Jan 1, 
under deal set by Harry Immerle. 


Here We Go Again 


CBS is hauling out and dust- 
ing off its color television for a 
one-shot demonstration for a one- 
woman audience. 


Frieda Hennock, newest FCC 
commissioner, hasn’t seen color 
TV. CBS will give her the gander 
Friday, Oct. 22. 


EL PASO FILES FOR TV 


Washington, Oct. 12. 
Application for commercial tele- 
vision station in El Paso, Tex., was 
filed last week with the FCC py 
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ABC Takes Wraps Off WXYZ-TV 
With a 104-Hr. Sponsored Preem 


By GEORGE ROSEN + 


Detroit, Oct.12. | 
ABC forged another important, 
link in its coast-to-coast televi-| 
gion network and in its bid for a) 
lofty perch in the TV sphere, with | 
the preem of its owned-and-op- | 
erated Detroit station—WXYZ-TV 
—last Saturday (9). It’s now three 
down and two to go for Ed Noble’s 
$8 000.000 video enterprise, with 
the wraps also off in New York and 
Chicago, and with Los Angeles and 
San Francisco still coming up 
As TV preems go, the Detroit 
opening was significant from sev- 
eral standpoints, leaving in its 
wake TV blueprints to chart the 
medium ’s future course in the hin- 
terlands. As Detroit’s second tele- 
vision station (the Detroit News’ 
WWJ-TV is an old story in tele 
pioneering), WXYZ-TV has served 
as a midwest stimulant, with a 24- Christmas full network show cur- 
sheet pre-preem ballyhoo not only rently in the works at ABC. But 
— +t gree tag — ay until then the ABC Detroit opera- 
pcr aged 15,000 wer st near'y tion, for one, is striving hard to 
20,000 within a week, but inject- ; : a inepenn 
: - |overcome the handicaps resulting 
ing a hypo into the local competi-  ¢ Ne ee 
ih . 1.47. from lack of experience. 
tive programming setup. That’s 
how WWJ-TV wanted it, and sig- With a weekly schedule of 20 
nificant was the fact that the De- hours programming, it’s estimated 
troit News’ station staged its own that about 40% of the time will be 
program Friday night (8) as a sa- sponsored by the end vf October 
lute to the newcomer. Chief reliance, of course, is on 


: ae films and sports, with the station 

v > p a ’ 

See. tht Sates punemn renee also benefiting by a six hours a 
a nod as the most commercially |. , > . sage 
successful one to date, with its; Week midwest net program ex- 
solid 10'2 hours of inaugural pro- change. ; - 2 
gramming (in itself establishing Detroit's next TV premiere will 
a record for a marathon preem be the George Storer station, 
show completely sold out, with WJBK, scheduled for Oct. 24. 


the exception of a 15-minute seg- ae 


ment allotted to talks by ABC 1290 - 

board chairman Noble; prez Mark grate So ak 

Woods, and WXYZ AM-FM-TV | erator; Norman Thomas, O. John 

gen. mgr James G. Riddell. Rogge, Arthur Bliss Lane, Max 
Otherwise the bankrolling of the Lerner 

variegated opening-day program- Director: Marshall Diskin 

ming setup more than offset the! Producer: Denny 

$10,000 preem nut. This included Tech. Director: George Milne 

Philco’s picking up the tab for the 60 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p.m. 

60-minute entertainment spread Co-op — ; 

emceed by Georgie Price and com- | ABC-TV, from New York 

prising [Trances Langford, Paul Another milestone in TV was 

and Grace Hartman, Gil Maison, passed last Tuesday (5) when ABC 

“Sugar Chile” Robinson and Paul , began regular, simultaneous tele- 

Whiteman with a house orch aug- casts of radio’s oldest forum, 

mented by key men of the Detroit George V. Denny's “Town Meet- 

Symphony Orchestra and pianist | ing,” from Town Hall in N. Y. As 

Earl Wild, who was brought on !” radio, the 60-minute program 

from N. Y. as part of the “Philco is being offered on video for co- 

Package.” |operative sponsorship. The Mod- 

sai ern Industrial Bank has picked up 

Opening day sponsored program the tab on both WJZ and WJZ- 

spread also included a pickup of Ty, N, Y. 

the Wor'd Series game from Cleve- | By and large. the TV debut was 

Jand and the Notre Dame-Michigan | , suseemntel : phe While “Town 


State grid contest, both tied in Meeting” is not a type of program 
with the midwest tele web; a pro- which has to be seen to be appre- 
gram by the Chevrolet Glee Club, ciated, being able to see its par- 
an early vintaged Danny Kaye pic, | ticipants makes for an added at- 
sports commentary and a pickup traction. Also, this forum fills a 
of the Detroit Lions vs. Boston definite place in radio program- 
Yanks pro football game for the ming, so it fills a distinct need in 
nightcap. |'the public service brackets of TV 
Significant, too, was the Detroit fTe- a 

premiere’s inauguration of the Despite a closed-circuit test run 
“Philco Package” tieup for TV the previous week, however, the 
openings around the country, with “Town Meeting” preem was far 
the set manufacturer laying out from flawless. The lighting was 
$7,500 for the 60-minute show here ighly inadequate. The large black 
and already prepping ambitious backdrop on the stage soaked up 
plans to underwrite elaborate much ot the light and certainly 
Coast shows for the L. A. and should be replaced by a light 
Frisco ABC-TV curteln-catsers shaded or white one. The straight- 
Occupying Channel 7 on the De-| °2 closeups of the speakers were 
troit video band. WXYZ sj 1 okay, but another camera, ele- 
c » WAY signal On vated and to one side, provided an 


the opening day festivities was unsatisfactory side view, usually 
Zenerally _ excellent. Weighed revealing Denny at the speaker's 
strictly cn terms of bigtime profes- | elbow. 
sional standards and to one familiar} he costumed Town Crier at the 
with slick, know-how techniques | opening had his script between his 
associated with the New York-| face and camera. His stint is so 
originating “Texaco Star Theatre” | brief it would seem he could mem- 
and CBS’ “Toast of the Town,” the | orize it. 
WXYZ premiere, from a technical Closeups of members of the au- 
standpoint, left much to be desired. | dience provided an interesting di- 
This was particularly true on the! version, their facial reactions to 
lighting and camera work, which! what speakers said being so can- 
resulted in some of the ace Philco-| did, in some instances, as to be 
bankrolied acts suffering. almost libelous. While it’s under- 
But at the same time the Philco| Standable that the cameramen 
show, virtually a replica of the would single out interesting faces, 
east coast network's Texaco stanza,|it seemed, however, that they 
was a revelation to these midwest tended to concentrate on too few 
viewers, who perhaps for the first 294 Might have peered around 
time recognized the potentialities ™°F®- 
of bigtime live programming when Denny proved telegenic. One 
coaxial coast-to-coast TV becomes | SMart device employed by Mar- 
a reality. And while the shortcom- shall Diskin, who directed the TV 
ings of the local technical crews | pickup, was to switch the shot oc- 
were apparent, nevertheless there mente yor ag the memines of sone 
is evidenced here an eagerness and Panes Wane Sapna Wane Die 


tovine i f th ; attacked by the speaker of the 
a dariiz in some of the camera moment. Not always, but often it 
work, with some of the Paul , 


Witenes sundial produced a good reaction study. 

ba — Pints? . ¥ on Bank sponsoring the N. Y. air- 
example, rivaliing those achieved ing pels ee films which ap- 
in the east. : peared actually to have been shot 

It’s expected that by the middle jn the bank's offices, depicting the 
of December WXYZ, along with firm's various services. Sequences 
the remainder of the midwest TV were passable, but open to im- 
web. will be finally linked coaxially provement in professional tech- 
with N. Y., with an ambitious nique. Doan. 


} 





‘Pops’ Typed 
Detroit, Oct. 12. 

Among ABC video execs 
they’re now calling Paul 
Whiteman “the Lucy Monroe 
of Television.’ What Miss 
Monroe and her ‘“Star-Span- 
gled Banner” have been to 
special event one-shots on and 
off of radio, Whiteman and his 
“Rhapsody in Blue” have be- 
come to ABC’s coast-to-coast 
tele premieres 

Thus far in all three of the 
web’s TV preems (N.Y., Chi 
and Detroit), “Pops” and his 
Rhapsody’ have brought 
down the curtain. Next stops: 
the Los Angeles and Frisco 
TV station openings. 














MARY KAY AND JOHNNIE 
With Mary Kay and Johnnie 
Stearns 
Director: Garry Simpson 
Writer: Stearns ’ 
20 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 
WHITEHALL PHARMACAL 
NBC-TY, from New York 
(Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample) 
“Mary Kay and Johnnie” en- 
joyed a lengthy run on DuMont’s 
WABD (N. Y.) at one time but was 


‘never able to snag a sponsor on 


that station. Show Productions, 
radio-tele producing subsidiary of 
the Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample 
ad agency, recently lured it over 
to NBC-TV under sponsorship of 
Whitehall Pharmacal Co. where it’s 
been booked as a Sunday night fea- 
ture for the usual 13-week run 
with options. 

tecipient- of several popularity 
awards from tele fan mags while 
on DuMont, the show has lost none 
of its charm and personality in the 
network switch. Format is a sim- 
ple one, revolving about the mar- 
ried life of Mary Kay and Johnnie 
Stearns, who are Mr. and Mrs. in 
real life. It could probably best be 
compared to the Ozzie and Harriet 
radio shaw, incorpurating much of 
the same ingratiating aspects as 
scripted by Stearns. 

Much of the show’s charm is 
traceable directly to the femme 
half of the team, who displayed a 
pleasant personality that prbvto- 
typed the average conception of 
a young American hausfrau on the 
preem show Sunday (10) night. 
Stearns also handled his lines 
okay. Story line picked them up 
with Mary Kay makifig plans for 
her first baby, which is due in a 
couple of months, and her difficul- 
ties in buying the right baby car- 


riage. It was that simple, but also | 


that good. Whether the gal is 
actually going to have a _ baby 
wasn’t made clear, but it would be 
a neat idéa for the series. 


Commercials, plugging Anacin 


and Kolynos, wefe acceptably pre- | 
sented on film and confined to| 


their proper places in the show. 
Stal. 


INQUIRING FOTOGRAPHER 

With Jimmy Jemail; John Tillman, 
announcer 

Director: Austin Huhn 

20 Mins.; Thurs., 7:40 p. m. 

SPEAR & CO. 

WPIX, N. Y. 

N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX came 
up with a neat twist on the stand- 
ard “man-in-the-street’” interview 
format with its new “Inquiring 
Fotographer” show. Jimmy Jemail 
who’s been conducting that type of 
column in the News for more than 


25 years, was a natural for the in-| 


terview job, both because of his 
established reputation and his fa- 
cility in handling the public. 

But—and it’s a big “but’’—Jemail 
had better steer away from those 
obvious plants in his audience and 
get around to asking questions of 
the mill-run people. Without a 
single exception, the group he in- 
terviewed on the preem show last 
Thursday (7) night appeared to 
have been briefed in advance on 
how to answer his questions. They 
were all standing within fingertip 
reach of Jemail, with others within 
camera range merely gawking at 
the proceedings. 

Jemail could also hypo the show 
by ringing in questions with more 
of a punch. Granted that it might 


be unwise to drag up weighty po-' 


litical problems, he could certainly 
have come up with something more 
interesting than the “how long do 
you want to live” stickler he posed 
for the program’s teeoff. He’s done 
consistently better in his newspa- 
per column. 

Show is staged in the main floor 
of the Spear & Co. furniture 
store in New York, which brought 
up several technical difficulties. 
Director Austin Huhn was unable 
to manipulate his cameras among 
the crowd, resulting in a series of 
stilted shots. Lighting, too, was 
n.s.g., doing tremendous harm to 
the interviewees’ faces. Problems 
of the men’s beards was especially 
noticeable, particufarly in the case 
of orch leader Guy Lombardo, who 
braved the throng to guest on the 
preem. 

Single commercial for Spear was 
completely ruined by poor camera 
work. Lenses were late in switch- 


ing to the article plugged when | 


Jemafl introed it and then the 
model demonstrating a chair stood 
directly between it and_ the 
cameras. Stal. 





Gnagy’s Hosp Telecast 
Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 
Don Hirst, scripter, pincbhitting 
for emcee Jon Gnagy on latter’s 
“You Are An Artist’ on NBC-TV 
net Wednesday nights, will air 
show tonight (13) from Philadel- 
phia, at Temple Univ. Hospital 
where Gnagy is confined. 


WPTZ is sending out a mobile | 


unit feeding the NBC net from 
the hosp. 


‘| of the culprit. 
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“Philco Television Playhouse” | a series of phenomenal stunts by 
did a smash followup to its “Din-|the educated birds was high- 
‘ner at Eight” preem a week ago! lighted by expert closeup camera 
‘with an equally fine rendition of | treatment that punched over the 
‘Daphne DuMaurier’s “Rebecca” | fine points. 
/on the NBC-TV web last Sunday | 
(10) night. Because of necessary, Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
trimming to a one-hour running got a bettey camera treatment on 
time, the teleshow lost part of the the Russ Morgan-Admiral variety 
suspense created in both the origi-! half-hour Sunday over WNBT than 
nal legiter and David O. Selznick’s | jast week. Upcoming comedy 
film version but more than com-' team bespeak their true cinematie 
pensated for that with an excelient promise under this improved video 
technical and acting job. — lensing. Same went for the show 
Number of sets was limited to jn general. Arthur Treacher vir- 
three but the main one was a mas- tyally stooged as a butler; Lucille 
terpiece of design, based on TV’S and Eddie Roberts did their 
current standards. Cast, working magico nonsense to fair results; 
under the capable direction of | Morgan still looks not too nautical 
Fred Coe, was letter-perfect. Flor- an “admiral,’’ despite the getup 
ence Reed, as Mrs. Danvers, and | excepting that*the ship-ahoy motif 
Bramweil Fletcher, as Maxim de- fjts from the sponsor of the same 
Winter, repeated the fine work name. The sister act doing the in- 
they did in the original Broadway tros are a photogenic pair. Same 
play and Mary Anderson, new to fault applied with Martin & Lewis’ 
her role of the young wife, kept! comedy bits, as is true of most 
pace with them throughout the cgmedy—the camera still doesn’t 
performance. Supporting players know where to look, and for what. 
| were all good. Result is that the customers miss 
Doubling as producer, Coe han-| plenty. Dean Martin’s striking re- 
dled his cameras without a slipup,! semblance to Cary Grant, incident- 
taking full advantage of the am- ally, is accented in this videogenic 
bitious sets. Bert Lytell, serving medium. 
as program host for both Philco 
and Actors Equity Assn., under “Texaco Star Theatre’s” session 
whose auspices the series is pre- of Tuesday (5) proved itself to be 
sented, repeated with his dignified | one of vaudeo’s more progressive 
but always interesting introes to laboratories. Lessons gleaned from 
the play and his between-acts com- | this stanza are likely to have some 
ment. He and NBC announced! far reaching results. 
Bob Stanton handled the commer-| One 
cials in a pleasant, off-the-cuff 
manner. 








of tele’s weakest facets, 
lighting, has taken on some long 
strides with this show. Arthur 
’ ggg Knorr, in charge of lighting and 

Ed Sullivan’s Toast of the who selects the camera shots, has 
Town” vaudeo show hit one of its introduced spot illumination to 
high points on CBS-TV last Sunday | Texaco. It’s an old showbusiness 
(10) with a well-rounded layout of (trick but it achieves greater illu- 
top name acts. This session had mination in the vital entertain- 
rane novelty and laughs dis-| ment areas, more depth of picture 
tri yuted in ideal proportions to| and a more theatrical aura which 
45 et attention over the full hour. | paves the way for more imagina- 

eak spot, however, continues in tiye mazda treatment for all types 
_ quality and frequency of the! of yideo displays P 
smerson commercials and the| Some of the wonders achieved 
deadpan attempts at gagging by| are amazing. For one thing, Car- 
Sullivan. Latter would double his men Miranda never looked better 
efficacy as emcee if he confined| jn public display, whether from 
himself to straight introes. .,, | Stage, nitery or screen. Chico Marx 
; 'wo of the best items on the bill, | aimost looked like a juvenile: Both 
| Brett Adams & Co. and the Mayo | were visually flattered in a man- 
pore: ra oe Sree yp oh ge ner that removes a chief objec- 
| cliche that a vaude routine which 0 hae ee i oe: RES Se 
| ent ps Red posing Bae hae Daa | More important for the purposes 
|video. But Adams, Tony Can- of this show is the realization that 
soner! and Mark Plant, duplicat- loan ol 5 elgg Mac on 
'ing their “how now brown ¢ow” : wher, ; as 
rpg 4 Boy” routine still were | el Raggy J "ale aoe 
The a eee eg ed pret ‘until Berle’s buffooneries started 
lose some bounce with a couple of | hitting. Comic resorted to his 
more repetitions. Mayo Bros., in| standard line questioning whether 
the opener, delivered solidly once | re studio pewholders were an au- 
again with their intricate precision | cage’ teal Bg Bente om ope —_ 
erping. - S es WOrk- 

Among the new items, Pearl ‘08. It constituted an admission 
Bailey showed strong possibilities | of failure during the early part of 
as a video personality with her a. —- 
vocalizing and mugging on a. oe a e ultimately did get 
couple of novelty tunes. The Deep Tolling and by the time Miss Mir- 
River Boys also contributed some anda finaled, Jayout was in high 
neat harmonizing but this quartet, | Sear. The Latin sold herself with 
due to faulty selection of numbers, @ Pair of fast Hispano chants and 
failed to show its best stuff. A uni-| Berle sewed up the sequence with 
| que cockatoo act, Hammond’s Birds, | his donning garb ala Miranda and 
| was standout. This act, involving (Continued on page 38) 














OLD KICKERBOCKER MUSIC | KFLTV INAUGURAL PROGRAM 
HALL With Adolphe Menjou, Harvey 
(“The Times Square Story”) Stone, Meredith Willson, Mayor 

With Henry Lascoe, Maurine Sta- Fletcher Bowron, Billy Burke, 
pieton, Darren McGavin, Sally Art Baker, Colleens. 
Gracie, Farrell Pelley, Jack| Producer: Ronnie Oxford 
Lemon, Madeleine Lee Director: Jimmy Leahman 
Writer: James Reach 90 Mins.; Weds., 8:45 p.m. 
Director: Robert Simon Sustaining 
Producer: Paul F. Moss KFI-TV, Los Angeles 


30 Mins.; Fri., 10 p. m. KFI-TV’s inaugural program 


Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from New York Wednesday (9), marking their of- 


This stanza rates a bow if for no| ficial entry into the commercial 

— — oy it — suc-| video field, was nicely paced con- 
cesstully brings off an experiment | gj i i 
within a éumeeiment. = Old | ecering the short rehearsal time 
Knickerbocker Music Hall, eastside | ut in by most of the entries. 
N. Y. restaurant specializing in re-| , Lineup was topped by Adolphe 
vival of Gay Nineties atmosphere | Menjou who emceed the parade of 
and diversion, is presenting a who-| talent in a casual but telling man- 
| dunit briefie from its stage nightly| Mer. Harvey Stone and Meredith 
as part of the floor show, to see’ Willson took top honors for the 
how such entertainment strikes the|¢Vening with a bit of strong 
customers. CBS-TV moved in last | Comedy. 








Friday (8) to see how a video pick- Mayor Fletcher Bowron, Billy 
up of the mystery playlet looked Burke and Art Baker took to the 
_as TV fare. = |TV cameras for a few choice 


It looked okay, taken as obvious words, and the Colleens, quintet of 
melierdrammer. It was perhaps Vocalists, ran through four num- 
played little too heavily and_ bers in fine voice. 
might have striven more for bur- Debut was produced bv 
_ lesque effect. As it was, it con-| Oxford and Sivected a en 
| veyed an air of realisf and the; Leahman. Oxford’s production de- 
acting, in this light, was mostly tails were well worked out and 
overdone. A stop-action device was Leahmagss camera direction ef- 
employed satisfactorily, after all, fective.“Leahman did have a few 
clues were planted, to give the bad camera moments, but remem- 
| nitery’s customer-audience a bering that his work was largely 
chance to guess (for prizes) identity’ extemporaneous because of last 
‘. aa 'minute preparations, it was a job 
Lighting was of surprisingly good weil done. Lighting from some 
quality (CBS shines in this dept.) angles was extremely poor for 
,and camera work was generally’ which there was no excuse 
; smooth. Doan, 


Free. 
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CBS perpetuates an American habit: 


“AmosnAndy” | 





They are part of the life of most Americans. They are a national habit, almost i 


as familiar as Radio itself. 


| 
i} 
And now... 4 
i 
America is assured of them for generations to come! i 
i} 
‘ . - ie i 
For CBS has purchased all rights to the magnificent characters of ‘Amos Hy 
’n’ Andy” from Freeman Gosden and Charles Correll, their famous originators, F 


through arrangements with Music Corporation of America. i 

In doing so, CBS has made a move that will perpetuate “Amos ’n’ Andy,’ 
not only as a great radio program*, but for all the other ways in which the 
world may enjoy them through the years: in television, motion-pictures, books 


and comic-strips, and appropriate product-developments. 


flag esi me 


But more than they can ever belong to anyone, “Amos ’n’ Andy” belong 


to the American people—as they always will, so long as warm and friendly 


BNE” 
apcengeinenine crenata: -alatinddnn ys 





Jaughter is wanted in America. 
For full details on the availability of the characters “Amos ’n’ Andy,’ com- 


municate directly with 


“Amos ’n Andy” Productions ; ii) 





A Division of the Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc. | 
HOLLYH OOD-NEW YORK-CHICAGO | 
i 
LR 
a 
| 
A 
#“Amos'n’ Andy” on the air | 
is sponsored bs Rinso, | 
a Leve: Mothers Company product, i 
on CBS, Sundays, | I 
at 7:30-5:00 pm EST. | i 
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‘Come Down From That Ivory Tower’ | 
Themes Educ! B’casters Convention 


Urbana, Hll., Oct. 12. 


The Assn. of Educational Broad- 
casters, in convention here adopted 
a resolution yesterday (11) in favor 
of strong representations to the FCC 
to reserve certain television chan- 
nels for educational and non-profit 
purposes. 

It was pointed out that none is 
now so reserved and feeling was 
expressed that the procedure fol- 
lowing in keeping FM frequencies 
for this purpose could be followed 
in TV. 


To Establish Standards 


Urbana, Ull., Oct. 12 
In sharp contrast to the ivy- 
walled academic atmosphere of 
Illinois University, 50 station oper- 
ators opened the 22d meeting of 
the National Assn. ef Educational 
Broadcasters Sunday (10) with a 
hard-headed, business approach to 
their problems. Dominant tone of 
the conclave is that educational 
radio must come down from its 
ivory tower in order to compete 
for audiences and public support. 
Initial project for the NAEB will 
be the job of setting up standards 
for new educational stations as well | 
as standards for professional teach- 
ing qualifications in more than 700 
colleges offering courses in radio 
and television. Many NAEB are 
burned over the fact that the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters stole 
a march in the latter category by 
setting up the University Assn. for 
Professional Radio Edus yn. 
NAEB is also mulling plans to 
establish central headquarters in 
Washington to act as legislative 
coordinator and keep member sta- 
tions informed of FCC actions 
affecting them. Some talk was also 
heard of employing a full time 
exec secretary, a parttime post now 
held by Morris Novik, N.Y. radio 
consultant. Necessity of creating 
a director of research for audience 
surveys on effectiveness of educa- 
tional stations was also discussed. 
Keynote of the organization was 
sounded by Richard Hull, NAEB 
prexy, who said: ‘““NAEB’s objective 
is for the more than 50 member 
stations to provide program service 
in terms of the special interest of 
U.S. regions and cities. No long- 
hair effort, NAEB points to mem- 
ber stations such as KOAC, Ore- 
gon; WNYC, N.Y.; WKAR, Michi- 
gan; WOI, Iowa, which are com- 
manding a large share of regional 
audiences and are promotional- 
minded and publicity conscious.”’ 
Proposals were also drawn up 
for a transcription network linking 
present AM and FM stations owned 
by city boards of educations and 
universities. Such a move would 
provide program coverage for the 
major population areas in the U.S. 


FM Rides Houston Buses | 


Houston, Oct. 12. 

Music and the latest news are 
now available to riders of 100 city 
buses. . 

MM radio recetvers eventually 
will be installed throughout the 
system. In cooperation with KPRC- 
FM. news and music will be heard 
continuously from 6 a.m. until late 
evening hours. 





A.C.’s Tele Too Salty 


Atlantic City, Oct. 12. 

Poor television reception § of 
World Series games broadcast from 
Boston Jast week was blamed by 
Jerome S. Haas, radio engineer, 
who has installed most sets in the 
resort, on salt spray deposited on 
antennas 

Haas said that the storm a few 
days before was responsible. He 


explained that rain accompanied | 


by a gale picks up the salt from 
the ocean spray and the antennas 
are coated with it Rain without 
much wind in turn cleans the an- 
tennas again permitting good re- 
ception. ; 

At any rate, few here saw the 
early series games on their tele- 
vision sets. 


Pellegrin, Ensign 
To Transit Radio 


Cincinnati, Oct. 12. 

Extending its service of patented 
receivers to FM stations and tran 
sit companies, Transit Radio, Inc., 
with headquarters here, has ap- 
pointed Frank E. Pellegrin and 
William E. Ensign as respective 
managers of national sales offices 
to be opened in Chicago and New 
York. 

Hulbert Taft, Jr., president, said 
Pellegrin leaves KSTL, St. Louis, 
as president and general manager 
after next week for his new af- 
filiation. Pellegrin has been in ra- 
dio for 18 years and was director 
of broadcast advertising for NAB. 

Ensign bowed in radio in 1923 
as a commercial rep for WEAF, 
New York, and when NBC was or- 
ganized he became sales manager 
of its,Blue Network. Of late he 
was sales manager of the Rural 
Radio FM Network in New York 
State. 

Sales efforts by Transit Radio 
will commence immediately for 
WCTS, Cincinnati; KPRC - FM, 
Houston, Tex.; WIZZ, Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., and WPLH, Huntington, W. 
Va., with KXOX, St. Louis, ex- 
pected by Taft to join the cycle of 
licensees this month. 


U. S. Television’s 806 Net 


By adding a line of home tele- 
vision receivers to its standard 
large-screen projection sets de- 
signed for bars and taverns, U. S. 
Television was able to show an 
$80,957 profit for the first seven 
months of this year, according to 
UST prexy Hamilton Hoge. Com- 
pany suffered a loss for the 12 
months of 1947 of $132,686. 

Hoge attributed last year’s loss 
to the fact that the market for the 
higher-priced commercial TV units 
is limited, while the market for 
home receivers is much larger. 
Company earned = approximately 
$30,000 for both June and July this 
year and the management now 
anticipates steadily increasing op- 
erating revenue. 























NAN 
FOR SALE 


FF 


SATURDAYS 
ON ABC 


JOHNNY 
FLETCHER 


8:00 PM est 
NETWORK 


This happy-go-lucky character kids his way in and out 
of more trouble and excitement ina half-hour than most 
people have in years. Bill Goodwin plays Johnny, the 
amiable ne’er-do-well who relies on nis quick wit to get 
him out of difficulties. There’s lots of fun and plenty of 
thrills for steadily growing audiences on JOHNNY 
FLETCHER. Ask your local ABC representative for 


full details, or contact... 


ABC 





PROGRAM DEPARTMENT 
CIRCLE 7-5700 


WGN’s Cuffo TV Trials “Tron Man’ Godfrey Giving Up 2006 ‘4 
A.M. Berth; No. 1 Daytime Pulse Show 


Chicago, Oct. 1 

WGN clients with suitable shows 
have been offered a tele shot on 
WGN-TV with prospects of dupli- 
cation, if video pleases. First to 
try out was Rubins, Inc., sponso! 
of an amateur hour, “Stars of 
Tomorrow.” Bankroller plumped 
for tele after several tryouts and 
the show began doubling Sunday 
(10). 

“The Northerners,” oldest musi- 
cal in Chi radio, went dual Tuesday 
12) on a trial basis 


Ist Co-op Com | 
Station Set For 
Oct.20D.C. Preem 


Washington, Oct. 12 

The country’s first cooperatively- 
owned commercial broadcast sta- 
tion will begin operations here 
next Wednesday (20) when WCFM 
Washington presents its premiere 
program. Occasion will be cele- 
brated at a banquet with addresses 
by Sumner Welles, former Under- 
Secretary of State; Thurman 
Arnold, former Assistant Attorney 
General; and Mrs. Raymond Clap- 
per, widow of the columnist. 

Station is the ilth FMer to be 
established in the Capital area and 
the third to launch out with no AM 
affiliate. FM sets, including tuners, 
which can bring in the station are 
estimated at 50,000 to 75,000. An 
impetus to increased sales of re- 
ceivers is expected through the 
station’s Listeners’ Council which 
represents about 40,000 persons 
who have invested in Cooperative 
Broadcasting Assn., licensee of 
WCFM. 

Opening day’s program will be 
devoted largely to broadcasting 
festivities celebrating station, with 
Marquis Childs as guest commenta- 
tor. Station cast will perform “To- 
gether We Live,” documentary 
drama, followed by “Salute to UN.” 

WCFM definitely will not be a 
“music and news. station,” Sid 
Byrnes, program director said. 
Nor will it be a co-op station in 
the sense that it will devote it- 
self to co-op activities. Brynes 
said the local co-op membership 
has financed the project but he 
has been given a free hand in 
programming. 

Only two 15-minute periods a 
week have been scheduled on co- 
operative matters. One is to be a 
local documentary shew in which 
the microphone visits different co- 
op enterprises in the Capital area 
each week; the other features lead- 
ing personalities in the coopera- 
tive field. 

The station’s format will draw 
heavily from the large Washing- 
ton supply of newspaper corre- 
spondents, government officials, 
diplomatic personnel, university 


_and college faculty, consumer or- 


| 
} 


ganizations, and dramatic groups. 


WGAR in Record Sent. 
Biz in Face of Cleve. 


Ball-Batty Population 


Cleveland, Oct. 12. 
Even though Cleveland was go- 


ing batty over baseball in Septem- 
ber, WGAR, which didn’t handle 





, any of the live broadcasts, enjoyed 


watch video operations. 


its biggest month in its 18-year- 
history. 

According to Carl FE. George, 
veepee and assistant general man- 
ager, WGAR during September 
cashed in a quarter-million dollars 
in local and national advertisers 
who either renewed or pacted new 
contracts. 

Included in the 40 separate 
clients were five who contracted 
for 52-week programs. They in- 
cluded Fisher Brothers Co., food 
chain; Burrows Bros., operators of 
stationery and office suppiy stores, 
and Brewing Corp. of America. 

George declared his 40 contract 
signatures gives WGAR largest list 
of clients in its history. 

Incidentally, during September, | 
Cleveland went baseball wild, 


| flocking to hear the Indians spurt 
| to the pennant and, at the same, 


time they jammed cafes, etc., to | 


| 





WNAC-TV’s ‘7 on 7’ Bow 


Boston, Oct. 12. 

WNAC-TV teed off with its full 
program scheduling this week 
sparked by its slogan “Seven on 
Seven’’—seven days a week on 
channel seven 

Teeoft was initially skedded for 
Oct. 3, but Hub newspapers, which 
use any excuse these days to get 
out video supplements, couldn't 
cover the ad field in time. Sunday 
papers for Oct 10, however, 
bloomed with special video spreads, 
Herald, Post, Globe, Advertiser 
and Christian Science Monitor pub- 
lishing video sections. 

WNAC-TV uses video outputs 
from CBS, ABC and DuMont, plus 
local shows emphasizing’ sports. 
Yankee Network Institute, mean- 
while, readying three of its high 
rated public service shows for the 
cameras under direction of James 
S. Powers. About set to go are 
shows focussed on law and medi- 
cine, 


GM Cools Of On 
Bergen at 26 


General Motors has cooled off 
on the idea of picking up the 





‘$25,000 weekly talent tab on the 


Edgar Bergen package, which 
Standard Brands is anxious to re- 
linquish, and it’s now a certainty 
that GM won't touch it. Although 
there have been a number of 
agency-sponsor inquiries, they all 
wind up with the same lament 
that a $1,600,000 time and talent 
nut for a 39-week network ride 
adds up to too much coin these 
days, despite the awareness that 
Bergen has been a. year-in-year- 
out top Hooper draw. 

Likewiser the talked-of capital 
gains deal between CBS. board 
chairman William S. Paley and 
Bergen is also reported cold, even 
though Columbia would consider 
it a banner year if it could wrap 
up Charlie MeCarthy for back-to- 
back Sunday night slotting with 
“Amos ‘n’ Andy.” 

Standards Brands would like to 
unload Bergen by the end of the 
year, but if there are no takers, 
the company is still committed to 
a two-season contract. 


STAFFORD HEADS UP 
REVERE SHOW ON ABC 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Jo Stafford, Clark Dennis, the 





Starlighters and Paul Weston’s or- , 


chestra constitute the new talent 
setup for Revere camera when it 
moves from Don Lee to ABC Nov. 
11. New alignment raises the ante 
from $115,000 a year to around 
$375,000. New show gets a title 
change from Revere All Star Re- 
vue to the Jo Stafford Show, which 
doesn’t affect her Chesterfield 
stanza. 

Sponsor was forced to give Ra¥ 
Sinatra an extra 13 weeks when he 
threatened to lay claim to the 
show's theme song, which he com- 
posed. 


+ Arthur Godfrey has decided te 


ditch his longstanding early-morn- 
ing gab grinds on WCBS, N.Y., and 
WTOP, Washington. He's tired, he 
says, and just doesn’t get enough 
sleep between doing these twe 
cross-the-board stints plus his net- 
work chores, which have almost 
doubled since last season. 

Too, Godfrey's two biggest web 
bankrollers, Chesterfield and Lip- 
ton’s Tea, are both after him toe 
get into television. Ciggie outfit 
already envisions a full hour Wed. 
night CBS-TV show for Godfrey 
after the first of the year. God- 
frey now has more hours on 
the radio than any other performer 

a fact which has won him an 
“iron man” appellation in the 
trade—and taking on TV on top 
of this would be simply a physical 
impossibility. 

First word of Godfrey’s impend- 
ing ayem exit sparked talk of an 
unprecedented scramble among 
gabbers to land the lucrative spot, 
from which he reputedly pockets 
more than $200,000 yearly. But 
it's now apparently settled that 
Harry Marble, who has frequently 
pinchhitted for Godfrey, will get 
the nod. The tentative switchover 
date is Dec. 1 

Loss of Godfrey poses a toughie 
for WCBS, in particular his 7:30 
segment (stanza runs from 6 to 
7:45) being No. 1 in the daytime 
rating parade for the N.Y. metro- 
politan area. Carryover audience 
picked up by Harry Clark’s news 
ai 7:45 also gives that spot a top- 
money Hooper. There’s no ques- 
tion but that WNBC’'s Bob Smith, 
WOR'’'s John Gambling and other 
local earlybirds will pitch hard to 
woo dialers from their rise-with- 
Godfrey listenrng habit. 

Godfrey currently has 32 partie- 
ipating sponsors on his WCBS pro- 
gram (and 45 on the waiting list!) 
and seven on the WTOP show, 
which airs from 7:45 to 8:30 

He got his start in the D.C. spot, 
which he took over in January, 
1934. H» has been doing the WCBS 
stint since April 27, 1941. After 
he got network billing, Godfrey 
clung to the two local shows on 
the grounds that the web com- 
mercials might come and go, but 
the WCBS-WTOP routine, plenty 
payful, would be there to fall back 
on. Now, apparently—and for good 
reason; in view of his web Hoopers 
—Godfrev feels he can give his big- 
time roles the full play. 


_ WPIX Dispute to NLRB 


With hearings recently concluded 
before the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, jurisdictional dispute 
among three unions for WPIX, 
N. Y., technical employees is hang- 
ing fire until the NLRB hands 
down its decision in about two 
months. Three-way squabble in- 
volved several locals of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
and National Assn. of Broadcast 
Engineers & Technicians. 

With consent of the three unions, 
the American Newspaper Guild es- 
tablished jurisdiction over about 50 
non-technical office workers and 
news scripters. ANG, however, has 
not received certification as bar- 
Zaining agent for the WPIX em- 
ployees from the NLRB. 
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“You watch... the minute he wakes up he’ll want his Wheaties.” 
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In Minn. 2 to 1 
Favor Giveaways 


Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 
Siate’s residents approve give- 
away shows more than two to one, 
Minnesota Poll, public-opinion test 
of Minneapolis Sunday Tribune, 


showed. 


Tapping Minnesotans on a state-| 


wide basis, poll showed 63% ap- 
ove of radio giveaways, while 23 


disapprove. No opinion was given 
by 14%. 
Test showed 4% of all those 


tested had won giveaways of one 
type or another. Men. winning 
pumbered 2%, women 6°. 

Thirty-six percent said _ they 
listened to giveaway programs 
often, male-female figures being 33 
and 38%, respectively. Thirty- 
eight percent listen once in a while, 
4% never. In 21-29 age bracket, 
63° listened very often or once 
fn a while, percentage dropping to 
67 for those 60 or older. 

One-third of college adults list- 
ened very seldom or never. Among 
those who listen very often or once 
in a while, 76% are grade school, 


94% high school and 64% college 
educated. 
Asked if luck or chance shows 


64% said yes— 
male-female ratios were 62 and 
67%, 19° said they should be 
halted. Greatest approval was 
among city residents. Greatest op- 
position in age brackets were in 
§0-59 group, 26° against, and over 
60, 30° against. 


Deems Taylor Hour’ 
To Be Sponsored On 


should continue, 





WOR by Show’s Predacer| 


has | 


Unusual sponsorship deal 
been wrapped up by WOR, N. Y., 
for the newly packaged, transcribed 


“Deems Taylor Hour.’ Stanza will 
be bankrolled by its producer, 
Walter Schwimmer’s Radio Fea- 


tures, Chicago, which will use the 
commercial time to plug the out- 
fit's various packages. ‘In addition 
to the new Taylor show, RF pro- 
duces “Teletest,’” John Nesbitt’s 
“Passing Parade’ and “Get Rich 
Quick,” among others.) 

It’s possible that Taylor, with 
Gladys Swarthout as guest, will do 
B live stint for the show’s WOR get- 
away next Monday (18) at 11:30 
= “Hour” is a mixture of long- 

ir music and commentary by 
Taylor, with a different music- 
world guest each sequence. 


Reynolds’ Suit on ‘Talent’ 





Headed for Supreme Court 


San Francisco, Oct. 12. 
Craig Reynolds’ suit against 
NBC, Philip Morris and the Biow 
agency will go to the U. S. Su- 
preme Court. Reynolds’ attorney, 
Jesse A. Levinson, filed notice in 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals that 
he is applying to the Supreme 
Court for a writ of certiorari, ask- 
ing the high court to 

number of questions. 


One of the queries is the alleged | 


disqualification of Judge J. F. T. 


O'Connor as the trial judge in the | 


U. S. District Court in L. A. since 
at the time of the trial the judge 
was part-owner of KMTR. now 
KLAC. Also a question will be 
presented as to the transfer of the 
case by O'Connor to Judge Yank- 
wich in that the transfer was not 
approved, as provided by the rules 
of the court, by the senior district 
judge, Paul McCormick. 

Reynolds originally brought suit 
on “Johnny Presents Ginny Simms 
in Talent Theatre.” He charged the 
program was taken from his “Vet- 
erans Canteen.” 


é e ? . e 
Memory Time’ Now Bigtime 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 
Pittsburgh Brewing Co's. weekly 
alf-hour musical show, ““Memory 
Time,” which started here and still 
Originates from KDKA, now cover- 
ing a regional network of eight 
stations. Program had previously 
been heard on WWVA, Wheeling, 
W.Va., WJAC, Johnstown, WHGB, 
Harrisburg and WAKR, Akron, in 
addition to KDKA. 
Last week WMMN, Fairmont, 
W.Va., and WKBN, Youngstown, 
-- were added and this week (14) 
WSTV, Steubenvilie, O., joins in, 
. Shew features A! Marsice’s 
orch,” Buzz Aston, Florence Berg. 


Elaine Beverly, Bill Sutherland and 
& quartet, 





review a| 


‘Seattle Runs Into 
| Caffo ‘Causes,’ Too 


Seattle, Oct. 12. 

| Setting up of Public Appeals 
| Board here has met with approval 
of jocal stations, particularly by 
| program directors and public serv- 
icé program people. Board will 
pass on all campaigns for funds, 
no matter what the cause, and sta- 
tions and other media have been 
asked to withhold support from any 
campaign which does not have the 
approval of the Board. 

Radio personnel who are at times 
overwhelmed with calls for free 
time by such charitable and other 
causes are welcoming the new set 
up, hoping that the procedure will 
give them a good out when some 
“good” cause wants free time—and 
they're allt “good” causes, accord- 
ing to the press agents or civic 
leaders who ask for the time. 





Philadelphia—Four more clients 
have been added to Ruth Welles 
KYW Home Forum, broadcast daily 
from 9 to 9:30 A.M. over the West- 
inghouse station. Ward Baking Co., 
for Tip Top Cakes, has purchased 
16 announcements. Personal Prod- 
ucts Corp. for “Yes” Tissues has 
bought two-a-week for 26 weeks: 
Standard Brands, for Fleischmanns 
Fast Rising Yeast, has purchased 
two-a-week for 13 weeks: and the 
Avoset Co., for its whipping cream 
is the using the program three 
times weekly for nine weeks. 


- Hearing on Giveaways 
Washington, Oct. 12. 
Status of radio's giveaways 
shows may finally be settled soon. 


FCC today (Tues.) announced oral 
arguments on proposed 
rules affecting giveaways would be 
held here starting next Tuesday 
(19). 

All four major networks have 
been invited to appear. 


KMOX Operational 
Facelift, Round-the-Clock 
Sked Preems in St. Loats 


St. Louis, Oct. 12. 
Starting yesterday (Monday), 
KMOX, the local CBS outlet be- 
gan around-the-clock operation, 24 
hours a day, six days per week and 


20 hours on the seventh. A re- 
alignment of management, person- 
nel and programming has been 
made by Wendel! B. Campbell, gen. 
mgr. of the station. A new office 
has been created, that of asst. man- 
ager, and Carter Ringlep, for the 
past three years genera! sales man- 
ager will occupy the new spot, and 
assemble an entire new staff for 
the night side operation. 

A new rate card providing 
equitable time charges for partici- 
pating advertising sponsorship of 
15, 30 and 60 mins. segments of 
announcements is being prepared. 





lottery | 


Frisco’s KNBC, KQW Target of Blas 
For 31 Soapers ‘Catering to 7% 


San Francisco, Oct. 12. 

KNBC’s (NBC) 18 soapers daily 
and KQW’s (CBS) 13 a day got a 
|raking over hot coals in a report 
|just submitted by a soap opera 
committee of the Radio Listeners 
}of Northern California. 

Claiming that their survey 
showed only 7°% of the available 
listening audience tunes in the 
soapers, the committee, headed by 
Mrs. Edwin Peeke and Mrs. Salva- 
tore Messina, asserted the reason 
these serials ‘‘“monopolize’’ so much 


air time “is a mercenary one.” 
“The 7°o buys the advertised 
product,” femmes continued. “The 


sponsor finds he cam make more 
money by catering to that 7° than 
by trying to reach the other 93%. 
There is no excuse for a station to 
accept 18 soap operas from any 
network.” 

Committee also took a swipe at 
the preoccupations of soap operas. 


“Our survey shows,” they said, 
“the following morbid and nega- 
tive themes to be among the favor- 
ite ingredients of daytime drivel: 
murder, insanity, medical opera- 
tions, jealousy, illness, accidents, 


infidelity, suicide, missing spouses, 
marital quarrels, broken hearts, in- 
different husbands, blackmail, bur- 
glary, robbery, mother-in-law 


trouble, covetousness, neurotic mal 


| adjustment, step-mothers and hus- 
ban 


ds and wives who have married 
for the second and third times. 
“Murder figured prominently in 
12 of the serials. Strangely enough, 
no one is allowed te drink or smoke 
in a serial—but murder is tossed 
off as if it were just a slight case of 


: tonsilitis.” 





LITTLE WORLD SERIES 
B’CAST NIX PROTESTED 


Minneapolis, Oct. 12 


Mayor Edward J. Delaney pro- 
tested bam against broadcasting 
Little World series between St. 


Paul and Montreal here and, being 
denied, provided for at least one 
section of population. 

American Association, of whieh 
St. Paul Saints are pemnant-holders, 
nixed any broadeasting of series 
games. Ban had set-operators at- 
tempting to pick up Canadian 
broadcasts when series moved te 
Montreal. 

Delaney, however, negotiated 
loan of a direct wire from St. Paul 
ball park to Veterans’ hospital, 
where 1.000 hospitalized veterans 
heard telephoned play-by-play ae- 
counts of St. Paul games. 








| 
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SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 


Now, —for the first time—all the salient facts about television in Southern 
California have been assembled in one study. 
In September KFI-TV commissioned a leading Western research organization to find 
answers for such questions as “Just how many sets does Los Angeles have?” 
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CHANNEL 9 


and “What's the tune-in?”. Here are some of the highlights of that report: 


SET OWNERSHIP: Approximately 28,400 
as of September 1]. Of these about 10% 
are installed in public places, the 
remainder in homes. 


SETS IN USE: About two-thirds of all sets 
are in use during the average evening 
quarter-hour. Nearly 9 in 10 Southern 
California set owners who are at home 
use their sets some time during the 
evening. 


AVERAGE VIEWERS PER SET: About 3.5 
persons. 


These and many other important facts about TVaudience 
and what's going on in the Southern California TV pic- 
ture are contained in a presentation, “The TV Picture in 

Southern California.” We will be happy to show it to you. 


KFI-TV is the blood brother of KFI, Southerm California's ranking 
station with listeners and advertisers {or a quarter-century. 


With its awn complete and separate staff of TV experts, its all-new 
RCA equipment, KFI-TV has established new highs in picture clarity 
end entertainment during three months of experimental operation. 


Now, KFI-TV is operating commercially five nights a week. 
Discriminating Southern California advertisers like Union Oil, 
Hoffman Radio, and Packard Bell have selected KFI-TV as the 
station on which to invest their program budget. 


KFI-TY is squarely in the middle of Southern California's television 
picture — the best place to focus your television budget. 












Represented nationally by 
Edward Petry and Co., Inc. 
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36 RADIO , 
From the Production Centres 








IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Alan Ward, ex-head of radio production at the Kudner agency, has 
joined the faculty of the Alviene Academy of Theatre Arts W HNY, 
FM affiliate of Elias Godofsky’s WHLI in Hempstead, L. I., changes its 
call letters to WHLI-FM next Jan 1. Dorothy Lovett has replaced 
Gloria Blondell in “Guiding Light.” Ted Von Eltz and Gloria Brant 
also added to the cast John J. O’Connell named an account exec 
in the station relations dept. of Associated Program Service Roy 
Battersby of NBC Press picked off $500 for a “Big Story” contrib 
Harold Phillips, WMCA producer, and his actress missus, Florence 
Walton, returned Sat. (9) from Europe on the DeGrasse 

Paul McGrath new to “Lora Lawton” cast Frank Thomas, Jr., and 
Roy Fant with “Young Widder Brown” Audrey Egan and Guy Sorel 


added to “Just Plain Bill” roste1 Joseph Keen cast in Front Page 


Farrell’ Art Hayes’ switch to the Coast for CBS makes a niity, 
Westchester County house available for somebody CBS’ black-tie 
supper party at the Waldorf’s Serf Room last Friday following air 


preem of “Ford Theatre’ was strictly prewar stuff, probably nicking 
web for $7,000 tab 

Agent Ted Ashley into hospital for checkup Several agencies 
gandering a new soaper by freelance scripter Rosemary Roth and di- 
rector Edward Redding CBS’ Lyman Bryson ticketed to address the 
New School tonight (Wed.) on “The American System of Broadcast- 
ing” Dick Dudley set for commercials on Bill Cochran football re- 
sults shaw (WNBC) Jacques Meyer, deputy director general of the 
French Broadcasting System, and Michel Duhart, administrator of FBS’ 


~ a ES 4 a - 
ae: SERS 
Tele Chatter | 
——— (ontinued from page 30 == 


Yi : : a | F 
| group life insurance ...NBC-TV’s 


half-hour remote pickups from the 
Village Barn, N.Y. nitery, switched 
from Monday to Wednesday nights 

NBC-TV exec Noran E, (“Nick”) 
Kersta vacationing. 

Sportscaster Guy Lebow of the 
N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX now cov- 
ering the N. Y. Rangers’ hockey 
team practice at Lake Placid, N. Y., 
in preparation for the forthcoming 
season Jim Furness, former 
WATV (Newark) operations man- 
ager, set as the first speaker at the 
Amer Airiines Manufacturers Trust | American Television Society’s eve- 
Amer Locomotive Marine Midland ining session tonight (Wed.). He'll 
Amer Pow & Lt Montgomery Ward talk on “How to Find Your Place 
Amor Radiator National Distillers in Television.” 

Anaconda Copper N Y Central R R | Herbert Bayard Swope, Jr., re- 
Armour & Co North American Co cently resigned as director of the 
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Atch Top & SF Northern Pac Ry CBS-TV remote crew, returns 
Bethishem Steel Ohio O there Nov. 2 to handle election 
Borg-Warner Paramount Pict night coverage for Nash, which is 
Canadian Pacific PennsylvaniaR R sponsoring coverage on both AM 
Celanese Corp Pepsi-Cola and TV through Geyer, Newell & 
Chase Nat! Bank Pheips Dodge Ganger. Swope is already working 


Chrysler Corp Radio Corp 
Colgate-Palm-Peet Sears Roebuck 
Commonwith Edison Socony Vacuum 
Commonwith & Sou Southern Pacific 
Congoleum-Nairn Southern Railway 
Crane Co Standard Brands 
duPont de Nemours Standard Oil (Cal) 
Electric Bd & Sh Standard Oil (N J) 
General Electric Texas Company 
General Motors Union Pacific R R 
Great Northern Ry United Aircraft 
Kennecott Copper U S Steel 
Woolworth Co (F W) 


with the agency’s Don Shaw lining 
up commercials. 


Hollywood 


Mal Boyd has been inked by 
| Samuel Goldwyn to handle radio 
and television exploitation for “A 
Song Is Born.” Pic’s talent to be 
utilized in video will not include 
Danny Kaye nor Virginia Mayo 
because their studio pacts forbid 
such appearances...Motorola 
Radios and Kierulff & Co., 
Motorola distributors, are laying 


F YOU OWN any of these 
} ; 1 sors of KTSL’s “Telenews’” video 
stocks, or have been plan- show... Ballad singer Josh White 


Henry Donovan, prexy of Tele- 
mount Pictures, for a series of 
television shorts. ..Kil Ralston re- 
lated that Procter and Gamble is 
on the lookout for two half-hour 
video films which will cost them 
no more than $4,800 apiece. P&G 
plans to run two pix weekly. 


you may want to have the latest 
Merrill Lynch “Stock Apprais- 


als’’ on them—some time soon. 


Each of these “Appraisals” 
gives you digestible details on 


operations, standing, earnings, Chicago 

Rubin’s Inc., Chicago clothiers, 
inked for telecasting of ‘Stars of 
Tomorrow,” Sundays, for 14 weeks, 
WGN-TV, beginning Oct. 10, 
through Malcolm-Howard Adver- 
tising agency, Chicago. 

Ed Schuster & Co., Milwaukee 
Dept. stores, have contracted for 
sponsorship of “Philco Football 

ighlights” on WTMJ-TV, Mil-. 
waukee, Friday nights following 
local high school football telecasts. | 
Agency is Cramer-Krasselt, Mil- 
waukee. 


wv Department X-92 v 
Woodland Summer Camp is tele- 


MERRILL LYNCH, 1 , , 
Pierce, FENNER & BEANE | Wakb, Chi The 18-minute’ pro. 


2 ita gram was handled direct. 
ee ea of States Attorney Club of Illinois 
ntestment Jecurities 


is sponsoring four 15-minute tele- 

Brokers in Securities and Commodities \|casts via WENR-TV, Chi, for 

, — , Malachy J. Coghlan, Republican 

70 Pine ment, Ee York 5, N.Y. candidate for states attorney, Oct. 
Offices in 96 Cities 11, 18, 25 and Nov. 1. 


outlook for an individual com- 
pany... summarizes vital facts 
needed for sound investment 
decisions—and will be sent to 
you without charge. 


Just check the list and let us 
know those you'd like*— 








studio crew, will soon join WNBQ 
: as technical director...The ‘“Gren- 
before, we were gratified by the adiers,” 15-year-old feature of 
WTMJ, debuted on WTMJ-TYV, Mil- 
waukee, Sept. 29 and will be tele- 
cast as an hour sustaining show, 
every Wed. evening... Lee Ben- 
nett, WGN, announcer and singer, | 
guesting on “Moments of Melody” | 
ie if held sedi via WGN-TY...Test patterns of} 
it if you held requests down to WNBQ, NBC's new Chi tele out-| 
those companies-—maybe a half let, have been viewed 90 miles) 
away, in Indiana...Oscar Katov, | 
teen-aged columnist for the Sun-} 
Times, will emcee new teen-age | 
video show, “Under 21,” over) 


* When we offered similar studies 


response, except that — well, it 
was a little too enthusiastic in a 
few cases. Some people asked for 


the whole set. We'd appreciate 


dozen or so — in which you are 
seriously interested. 








WBKB, every Friday night. Show 











is produced by Television Adver- 


out $12,000 for 26 weeks as spon-,| 


ning an early sale or purchase, will finalize arrangements with | 


| ; | 
operation of the Chi Sun-Times... | Philly TV | 
\ 


A A Richard Engstrom of WBKB. 


| 
N. Y. office, in from Europe on the DeGrasse....NBC’s news quizzer, | 


“Who Said That?”, shifted to the 11:30 a.m. slot Mondays....Ed Downs 
checking out of CBS production for freelance and legit activity. = 
Allan Stevenson has replaced Larry Haines in the “Right to Happi- 
ness” cast....Lennen & Mitchell resigned the Ruppert Brewery account, 
but will continue to handle it pending appointment of a new agency | 
Nelson Case to do the announcer stint on “Ford Theatre's” TV as | 


— Continued from page 24 ———!' 


well as AM editions....AFRA staging its first social of the season for | 
its membership and allied radio groups. Date is Oct. 25, 4:30 to 7:30, at 


the Astor hotel Don Searle in from the Coast for ABC huddles 
Earle McGill planning vacation in Ireland when he’s released from 
hospital....George Crandall of CBS has brought in Greta Rauch as 
counsellor and guide for the weekly quartet of musical students ap- 
pearing on the N. Y. Philharmonic “Weekend With Music” insert. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


David Rose raised his baton last week for a series of recordings for 
the Treasury Department, which will be played on practically every 
station in the country Marilyn Williams, British-imported singing 
star, will be in the featured warbling spot on the Abbott and Costello 
show Tom Luckenbill hustled down to Dallas for the Jimmy Durante 
opening before heading for his home base First of the participating 
sponsors for “Breakfast in Hollywood” will be Taylor-Reed, which will 
take up the tab three days a week Nat Wolff laid out a busy sched- 
ule last week for Ronald Colman, three guest shots, including the 
season's first for Jack Benny, with many more certain to come. He and 
Clifton Webb are the hottest bets around town for added starter service 

Art Baker has done about everything in radio except preside over 
the spinning platters and when Chuck Collins, the blind disk jock on 
KFL, was forced to lay off on account of illness. Baker accepted the 
call for a week of disk calling and interpolated a few songs of his own 

Skippy Pyle is assisting Jack Cleary om the Kay Kyser ABC strip 

Barbara Jo Allen (Vera Vague) is now being called “the orchid 
lady,” because she grows them by the hundreds in her garden, one ot 
the valley showplaces CBS is angling for Shirley Booth to play the 
girl friend of Marie Wilson in “My Friend Irma,” now being essayed by 
Joan Banks. Cathy Lewis has been ordered by her medico to take a 
long rest Gail Smith, nighttime radio head of Procter & Gamble, 
trying to whip the supper-audience problems. They practically have 
to drag them off the streets to fill the pews for Jack Smith and 
“Beulah.” 


IN CHICAGO... 


George Biggar back as director of the WLS National Barn Dance 
after a 10-year absence Howard Keegan, general mgr. of WCFL, 
still bedded by strep throat Jim Hanlon, WGN flack chief, elected 
veepee of Chi’s Pub club Bill Despard, WBBM announcer, off to 
sunny Cal for a belated vacation ABC’s “American Farmer” kudosed 
by the Jaycees for services to rural America Conversion of NBC’s 
Studio “A” into a TV production center got underway last week at the 
Merchandise Mart Peg Rothe upped to supervisor of NBC Central 
Division information dept. WFMF is serving as the official Board 
of Education station until WBEZ, the B of E station, can complete con- 
struction and installation of its new transmitter and antenna 
Dave Holguin joins the WLS Rangers, replacing Chuck Hurta, now 
back in Arizona for his health M. G. (Bob) Wamboldt, formerly with 
NBC as writer and actor, returns to the net’s midwest division as a 
production-director Bob Atcher, singer, heads a new program, bow- 
ing in Oct. 11, WBBM, Mon. through Fri., called “A Penny.For Your 
Thoughts.” 

Bob Wilson, Mutual account exec, back at office after tussle with a 
virus infection Wendell B. Campbell, general mgr. of KNOX in St. 
Louis, and Carter Ringlep, KMOX commercial mgr., were WBBM vis- 
itors Tuesday, Oct. 5 George C. Gallati, formerly of International 
News Service, now flacking for Needham, Louis & Brorby, Inc..... | 
Georgine Murphy upped to script clerk at NBC's continuity dept. 

WLS Educational Director Josephine Wetzler has been appointed a | 
member of the Radio Committee of the Ill. Congress of Parents and | 
Teachers....Thomas R. Watkins joins Mutual’s midwest offices as ac- | 
count exec, after 20 years in the magazine advertising field .WOAK, 
FM station in Oak Park, is giving several hours of air time a -week | 
for the Sister Kenny Fund drive... . Jerry Saxon, disk jock on WIND'’s 
all night record show, celebrates his first anni on the 11-year-old night | 
owl program....Bill McGuineas, commercial mgr. of WGN, elected | 
head of Chicago Radio Management club last week....Ted Mack’s | 
Original Amateur Hour originates from ABC Civic studio here Oct. 27 | 

... Furth Ullman, art director of ABC, returning to N. Y. after Chi 
visit—“Club Time,” 15-minute ABC show, was renewed for 52 weeks | 
by Club Aluminum Co., thru the Leo Burnett agency....A. C. Nielsen | 
appointed chairman of the Committee of Distribution of the U. S. | 
_ Assn. of the Int’l Chamber of Commerce. 


IN WASHINGTON... 


NAB prexy Justin Miller calling on American broadcasters to go the | 
limit in supporting the celebration of United Nations Day, Oct. 24. 
Miller is a member of the U. S. Commission for UNESCO... . WRC, the 
| NBC-owned station, has teamed up with the District of Columbia | 
Health Department on a series of dramatic broadcasts to combat vene- 
rial disease....WTTG, Dumont video outlet, carrying daily racing pro- 


gram from Laurel and Pimlico tracks nearby in Maryland... .Earl 
| Gammons, CBS vice prexy for Washington operations, off to Minne- 
apolis for the meeting of the web’s affiliates.... Eric Sevareid, chief 
Washington correspondent for CBS news, addresses the American 
Trucking Assn. at the Statler hotel in D. C. tonight (13)....Hazel Ken- 


yon Markel, of CBS, hops to Chicago for the School Broadcast Con- 
ference. 








tising Productions, Inc., with co- 


WGN-TV carried Roy Rogers rodeo 
from the Chicago stadium, Friday : 
(8! on its opening night of 17-day | through the microphones concealed | 
stand.. Jechn Dunham, WBKB)' in their masks. | 
crew member, upped to full time Dr. Donald Bethune sd | 
staff announcer... “Stars of Tomor-' jeg} School Staff, adhe yon sol 


row,” regular WGN and WGNB. adinatar hotwo at} 
lentes ei te simultaneously | U2ator between the operating team 


telecast via WGN-TV, after a four- | and the control room. | 
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week trial period...WBKB filmed| ,./" the opinion of Dr. I. S. Rav- 
a special documentary called din, director of the Harrison De- 
“Christopher Columbus’ Letter Partment of Surgical Research at 
Describing the New World,” for Pennsylvania, the use of video in| 
Columbus Day...Don Thornburgh, | hospitals and medical schools will | 
CBS veepee, in town for discus- eventually prove of great value in | 
sions with officials regarding video | teaching. 
plans . Audrey Meadows, lead in’ Dr. Carl Haub, who served as a 
“High Button Shoes,” will guest | narrator for one of the video oper- 
with Dorsey Connors’ “Personality | ati f ‘ Sones | 
. ‘* eae Aa taitty ations, found the whole thing | 
Profiles” Oct. 13 via WGN-TV... “rather exciting” and “a ch > | 
According to a survey by WTMJ-! pace from tt g and a change of) 
TV, 7,031 tele sets have been in-|Hong” De Rech eee oe opera 
stalled in Milwaukee as of Oct. 1, “ey “ Raub said he feared at 
with a new record of 1,719 installa. first there would be confusion, but 
tions in Sept Don Meier, sales | that his fears were groundless 
manager of WBKB, off for a three-| “There’s no such thing as a re- 
week vacation, which includes | hearsal on something like this,” he 
pheasant shooting in Nebraska. | explained, \ 





Tele a Luxury 


' 


ress to be expected in the radio 
art, or the rate of growth to be 
expected in the use of the rail. 
roads of the frequencies that are 
assigned to them.” 


The mere fact, he continued 
that ‘‘an essential service,” such 
as railroad radio, has been found 
by the Commission “to be maybe 
not as yet making full use of itg 
frequency allotment’ should not 
be a valid reason for reducing its 
allocation “even though less es- 
sential services may be here clam- 
oring for additional frequencies 
for immediate use.” 

Coy then broke in: “Mr. Souby, 
you have directed your remarks to 
other services here that you din’t 
think were as essential in the pub- 
lic interest as the railroads. Es- 
sentially, you have directed your 
remarks toward television as a 
broadcasting service .. . and to 
frequencies used by taxicabs, Do 
you want to expand your remarks 
to any other proposed users?” 

Souby. further elaborating on 
his testimony, then asserted that 
the use of frequencies for a serv- 
ice like television “is essentially 
one merely for what the Commis- 
sion calls convenience or luxury. 
I think it is amusement, and [I 
think probably amusement and 
luxury are synonymous in that 
connection.” 

Coy replied: “I don’t want your 


'statement to be understood as in- 


dicating that it goes unchallenged 
from my point of view. I think 
television is a very important serv- 
ice. I thing the importance of it 
is in people being informed about 
public events, public issues. The 
seeing of people making state- 
ments is a very essential part of 
public information, and I don't 
know of anything that takes pre- 
cedence over an informed cit- 
izenry.” 





Cleveland — Samuel E. Sague 
president and general manager of 
Suburban WSRS, has been named 
Cleveland Heights’ “Man of The 
Year” award bestowed by that 
community’s American Legion 
Post. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Recent ballet season at Met Opera House and City Center, N. Y., 
furnished fireworks for a hot panel discussion on WNYC’s “Ballet 
Time” Saturday (9). Walter Terry, Herald Tribune critic, and Anatole 
Chujoy, Dance News editor, whacked at each other lustily. Terry called 
the visit of the Paris Opera Ballet “one of the more gruesome events 
that’s happened in ballet in a long time,” while Chujoy claimed it was 
important to have seen the company. Terry knocked its repertory, 
while Chujoy claimed that the company contained superior dancers 
“the like of which we don’t have here.” Chujoy’s argument was that 
jt isn’t important what a group dances, but how they dance, and Terry 
took violent exception to this. Emily Coleman, of Newsweek, and 
Baird Hastings, of Chrysalis, had their say, but other two held the 
center of the ring. Both panned choreographer Serge Lifar’s ballets 
for the Paris troupe, Chujoy admitting that Lifar’s ‘‘meanderings” 
weren't dance. 

Another broadside against excessive radio commercials was sounded 
by the Cleveland Press on its editorial pages with the opening broad- 
cast of the World Series 

Said the pundit: “Baseball Commissioner Chandler certainly sold 
the American baseball public down the river when he initialed a scray 
of paper giving World Series broadcast rights for three years to the 
Mutual Broadcasting Co. and the Gillette Safety Razor Co 

‘We are sure that Gillette got little good will out of its first game 
broadcast, stuffing commercials into the listeners’ ears between every 
inning. They took up all the time between frames when the fans 
would have liked some series facts, figures, color and sidelights 
If Gillette hasn't the good sense to ration its commercials to such a 
nation-wide audience, then Mutual, and as a last resort, the Federal 
Communications Commission, should step in. We understand there 
is such a thing as public welfare and service involved in ir programs.” 


Bing Crosby’s application to the FCC last week for three TV stations 
on the Coast brought to light some interesting disclosures on his in- 
come and interests. He listed his net worth at $1,649,115 and said his 
gross income in 1947 was $734,000, of which $269,000 remained after 
taxes. His only present investment in radio facilities, he stated, is 185 
shares of stock in KMPC, Hollywood. He listed his principal business 
connections as Bing Crosby Enterprises and Bing Crosby Producers, 
both engaged in film and radio production; Del Mar Turf club at Del 
Mar, Cal.; the Binglin Stock Farm at Camerillo, Cal., and the Bing 
Crosby Cattle Co., operating ranch properties at Elko, Nev. 





Station KDKA in Pittsburgh last Friday night (8) on eve of Pitt- 
West Virginia game presented a special salute to Atlantic Football 
Network commemorating 27th anni of first broadcast of a gridiron 
clash. By a curious coincidence, that original play-by-play account 
on Oct, 8, 1921,.was also of a Pitt-West Virginia meeting. Program 
featured Woody Wolf and Bill Sutherland, who do Pitt games on 
KDKA; West Virginia’s new head coach, Bud DeGroot; announcer Phil 
Cross and organist Jess Flaherty. Part of the show was devoted to a 
recreation of the 1921 encounter. 

WOR’s (N.Y.) plans for ‘Cosmopolitan Playhouse” hinges on whether 
or not Harry and Gail Ingram, who have prior rights to the Cosmo 
mag stories, can sell their own package by Nov. 1. 

The Ingrams, indie producers, have sole rights to the mag's story 
— until the first of next month. If they have a sponsor deal 
v that time or one definitely ‘in the works,” it’s said, they can go 
ahead with the series. If not, WOR will get a whack at dramatizing 
the yarns. 


“Ask FCC Intervention 


To Spike Interstate 
Bookmaking Operations 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission was asked last week 
to help prohibit use of interstate 
wire facilities which make possible 
bookmaking operations. 

A petition submitted by R. E. 
Mittelstaedt, president of the Cal- 
ifornia Public Utilities Commis- 
sion, stated that so long as there is 
no mandatory prohibition against 
the use of interstate and foreign 
communication service facilities by 


wholesalers of information to book- 


makers, “‘so long will the several 
states be rendered practically im- 
potent to enforce their laws pro- 
hibiting bookmaking.” 


Petition asserted the FCC is the 
only public agency with adequate 
authority to deal with the use of 
communications to state 
laws. It therefore called upon the 
federal agency to institute an in- 
vestigation to ascertain whether 
interstate communications are so 
used and, if it so finds, to prescribe 
regulations “to abate such unlaw- 
ful use.” 

The California P.U.C. said that 
its investigations last February and 
March in Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco and Sacramento disclosed that 
“bookmaking is a definite evil in 
that it promotes gangsterism, con- 
tributes to delinquency and non- 
support, and fosters, within the 
public itself, a disrespect for law 
enforcement.” Testimony showed, 
the petition said, that bookmakers 
were almost completely dependent 
upon the use of telephone and 
telegraph facilities. 

P.U.C also cited testimony that 
‘operators of licensed race traeks 
in California do not favor illegal 
bookmaking operations and regard 
off-track bookies as “‘parasites’’ and 
undesirable. Accordingly. the li- 
censed tracks lock public tele- 
phones a half hour before the 
starting time of each race. 

The petition asserted that of the 
special racing news gathering serv- 
ices which have developed in the 
U. S., two have been especially 
active in California, Continental 
Press Service and Pioneer News 


violate 





[ CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








San Antonie—Harold Scherwitz, 
Sports Editor of the San Antonio 
Light, signed by KTSA as its sports 
director 2nd hz «il! bo heard night- 
ly in “Reports On Sports.” 





Dallas — Elliott Robertson, pro- 
duction manager of WFAA has re- 
signed his post to complete a nove! 
he is working on. He plans on 
going to Europe to complete the 
work 

Chicago—George Isaac, WCFI 
salesman since 1936, has been 
named commercial manager, re- 
placing Mel Wolens, who resigned 
last July Isaac formerly was com- 
mercial mgr. of WGN and radio 
director of Lord & Thomas 

Columbus — Charles Sydney 
Freed named musical director of 


WVKO, independent FM_ station 
scheduled to open this month 
Freed formerly was with CBS 


where he arranged and presented 
“Gateways to Music” and scored 
special music for “Studio One” 
and “Columbia Workshop.” 





Minneapolis — Bill Daley, one- 
time Minnesota halfback great and 
later pro footballer with New York 
Yankees, has been named sports 
editor of new station KEYD here 
He will assume duties Dec. 1. 

Atlanta—George Trent, formerly 
with WAGA, CBS outlet, has 
joined announcing staff of WQXI, 
local indie. Bill Robertson, WQXI 
disk jockey, has resigned and his 
duties assumed by Bob Corley and 
Trent. WQXI, a daytimer, has 
sold its sign off spot to WAGA. 

Seattle—Stanley Friedman, of 
Seattle, was the winner of a 
$250 award for the best half-hour 
dramatic script submitted to 
KOMO in a Pacific Northwest con- 
test inaugurated by O. W. Fisher, 
prez and gen. mgr. of the NBC 
outlet. Friedman’s play was titled: 
“The Circle,’ and was produced 
by the “Tryout Theatre of the Air” 
on its Sept. 29 program. 

. Philadelphia—Town gets its sec- 
ond late show this week when Bob 
Horn, veteran WIP disk jockey, 





starts a midnight to 2 A.M. airer 
from the cocktail room of the 
Broadwood hotel. Hotel is sponsor- 
ing the show. Program goes out 
over WPEN and the deal was set 
by the J. M. Korn Agency. 





Seattle—KRSC-FM is off the air 
here for a few days while equip- 
ment is being moved to the new 
studios and transmitter site on 
Queen Anne Hill. New place will 
house station’s FM and television 
operations. with AM remaining at 
studios on Fourth avenue south 

Pittsburgh — Announcer Henry 
DeBecco has landed a new commer- 
cial on WJAS for a frozen foods 
firm. It’s called “Name the Tunes” 
and goes on three evenings weekly 
for 15 minutes, during which he 
spins platters of tunes that were 
popular another generation ago 
Joe Hurley has resigned from the 
WCAE announcing staff to go to 
law school at Catholic University 
in Washington Ray Seott draws 
the nightly iil o'clock newscast on 
WCAE for Fort Pitt Brewing Co 
with withdrawal of Bob Prince 
from that spot because of his sports 
assignments on the air. 


Radio Lux Goes Sustaining 
To Back Marshall Plan 


Paris, Oct. 12. 

Radio Luxembourg, Europe's top 
commercial ¢ransmitter, has gone 
sustaining on behalf of the Mar- 
shall Plan. For its first excursion 
into “public relations broadcast- 
ing” Lux has set aside two top lis- 
tening periods a week to explain 
the workings of ERP to Europeans: 
Sundays at 3 p.m. and Wednesday 
evenings at 10. 

Series was inaugurated Sunday 
(10) with a talk from Paris by 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, who 
discussed American motives in the 
recovery program, explaining the 
U.S., designed ERP to establish 
peace on a firm and just founda- 
tion. Subsequent shows on which 
leading Amiericans will discuss va- 
rious aspects of E®P will be re- 
corded in Washington. 
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(advertisers call them our virtues) 


senting Poole.” 


POOLE No game. Just a slow-talkin’, fast-sellin’, old” Southern gent, with a honey- 
suckle drawl and a sandpaper voice. Listeners are mashed on Bob Poole. Better buy into 


“Poole’s Paradise,” Saturday afternoons (records), and/or his nighttime live show, ‘‘Pre- 


BIER No drink. Now, as “Your Jown and Country Gentleman,” 


on other days). Want to gamble on a sure thing? Buy Gambling. 


«heard by the most people where the most people are 


WOR’s Joé Bier has a full hour (5:00 to 6:00 A.M.) to broadcast farm news etc. to the 
4,029,546 farm folks who can hear WOR. Don’t want to cry in your beer? Better buy Bier. 


GAMBLING No dice. Even grandmas love this kind of Gambling. John’s been dishing 
up customers for advertisers over WOR for 25 years. Now “Rambling with Gambling” 


spreads over a full hour (6:00 to 7:00 A.M.) on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays (45 minutes 
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to Appeal Court Order Setting 
WJR Beefs as Grounds for Hearings 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

FCC will ask the Supreme Court 
to review last week’s decision by 
the U. S. court of appeals requiring 
the Commission to grant hearings 
when radio stations claim that is- 
suance of other licenses would in- 
jure them 


Lower court ruled that WJR, 
Detroit. 50kw clear channel sta 
tion. was entitled to a hearing on 


its objection to applications for 
daytime stations on its frequency 


The Commission will request a 
stay of mandate from the appeal 
court, pending request for review 
in the highest tribunal. Commis 
sion will then move through the 
Department of Justice for a re- 
view of the decision by the Su 
preme Court. 

The lower court’s decision, an 
FCC official told VARIety, would 
seriously affect Commission pro- 
cedure on radio matters. If the 


ruling stands, the official said, the 


agency would have to alter its 
rules to grant hearings in many 
types of cases in which they now 
refuse them. It would mean that 
more time would be required to 
take action on applications and 
would also require considerably 


more personnel and possibly even 
more commissioners. 

Further, it was pointed out, the 
ruling, if allowed to stand, would 
affect every administrative agency 
of the Government. A dissent by 
one of the five justices (in which 
another jol:.ed) declared: 

“The decision of the court 
the constitution requires an oral 
hearing on al! petitions for in- 
tervention would cause extensive 
revision cf the rules of adminis- 
trative agencies. 

“IT have examined many of those 
rules and find no indication of 
any thought that such petitions 
must necessarily be set for oral 
hearing. The fact that they make 
no such provision is, of course. 
unimportant if they are constitu- 
tionally accurate in that respect 
But it is an interesting circum- 
Stance that the requirement is not 
generally, if at all recognized. All 
those rules will have to be re 
vised under the opinion and deci 
Sion of the court in the 
case.”’ 

The WJR appeal to the lower 
court followed FCC refusal to 
grant hearings on the station’s ob- 
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jections to applications in 1947 
and 1948 for daytime stations in 
Tarboro, N. C., and Clanton, Ala., 
on the 760ke clear channel of the 
Detroit station. WJR claimed the 
would cause interference 
with its broadcasts and, in effect, 
modify its license. Nevertheless, 
FCC denied hearings and approved 
the applications 





| Tele Followup 
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chanting Latin double-talk along 


with her. It was a sock finale 
Chico Marx also reproduced 
nicely even without the help of 


studio laughter. His stage position 
was such that his digital antics on 
the piano could not been seen by 
the studio audience but camera 
was able to pick them up for the 
benefit of the home viewers. 

Openers with Ronnie and 
Norman in a skating. acro and 
terp exhibit, hit it off well, while 
the Charioteers get their usually 
fine harmonic and vocal effects in 
a pair of numbers. Berle’s vocal 
clowning wasn’t as sharp as usual 
during this sequence 


May 


Paul Haakon assisted by Bar 
bara Carter provided a_pic- 
turesque turn. Both are expert 
balleteers and got across. The 


Slate Bros. were on too long and 
lost much of their clowning et- 
fectiveness. The punchier excerpts 
of their turn should have been 
used exclusively 

This show proved that top 
flight acts alone do not make for 
top vaudeo. Berle’s state of an- 
imation gives “Texaco Star Thea- 
tre” its distinguishing feature that 
puts it up front on the tele spec- 
trum. When he’s not in the groove 

it might as well be just another 
lavout. 
Margaret McBride had a 
in Bennett Cerf, 
Ogden Nash and (ol 
but Cerf’s 
and dry-humorous de- 
livery virtually made the other 
on the bill that much 
of a stage-wait. Miss Chase finally 
did get into the act, and good too. 
Miss McBride, having a gal and 
three guys more along her metier 
to work with, did much better than 
in her past TV tries; she even got 
Nicole’s skimmers into the plugs. 
Cerf's style, incidentally, evidences 
good potentials in this new 
medium. He is now a name as a 
humorist and humor anthologist; 
he is folksy and yet sophisticated; 
and he knows how to turn an ad 
lib phrase. He and Gypsy Rose 
Lee evidenced that the week pre- 
ceding, doing what would have 
been a rather tired chore as co- 
emcees of an art show for the Ur- 
ban League. Even their “name” 


Mary 
crackerjack 
Ilka Chase, 
Stoopnagle 


cast 


assured, 
well-poised 


two men 


interviewees couldn’t take’ the 
monotony off it, but were bol- 
stered by the femcee and Cerf, 
stationed on either ends of the 


American Art gallery. which was 
the site of the benefit preem. 

















IK 


See You Tonight 








ATTENTION 


Radio Writers Guild Members 


Tne VOT 


49th St. and Ist Ave., New York City 





il, | 


Beekman Towers Hotel 


8:00 P.M. 


* 





x 











RWG Strike 








Continued from page 25 


definition (of employes) 


fered 
which includes all freelance writ- 
ers who are employees and agreed 
that we would not contest the defi- 
nition before the NLRB. We have 
gone further and offered to give 
you a list of all freelance writers 


a 


who come within our definition, 
and gone even further and offered 


to arbitrate any indiyidual cases 
on which you may disagree with 
us We have agreed to a national 
unit. We also have offered to work 
out with you a simplified voting 
procedure to recommeng to the 
NLRB for use in an election to 


empower you to negotiate a union 
provision covering one unit 
national basis.” 


shop 
on a 


Still Balk on Certification 

But, the agencies add, NLRB 
certification comes before any con- 
tract talk, and ‘we have placed 
vou in a position for getting certifi- 
cation quickly.” 

That’s where the hitch comes 
RWG toppers don’t see it that way 
They don’t see why certification is 
essential. They don’t see, in fact, 
why the agencies can’t accept the 
Minimum Basic Agreement inked 
with RWG by the major networks 
As for offering a list of names of 
writers who would come under the 
definition of an em- 
ployee, Barnouw replied last week 

“If such a list can help toward 
clarification of the definition itself, 
and if you mean to offer the defi- 
nition as part of some general set- 
tlement including proposed con- 
tract terms, we urge you by all 
means to do so with all pgssible 
speed If you feel you can offer 
a settlement which our member- 
ship will prefer to strike action, we 
can only suggest that you prepare 
such a proposal at the earliest pos- 
sible moment.” 

There the confused, 
matter stands. 

RWG regionals in N. Y., Chi and 
Hollywood tonight will be asked to 
reaffirm strike authorization given 
the Guild strategy committee last 
vear 

Meanwhile, strike committees al- 
ready have been appointed. Chair- 
men are: Sig Miller, picket com- 
mittee. with Dave Kogan, Priscilla 
Kent, Fifi Starr and Howard Rod- 
man as sub-chairmen: Hector 
Chevigny. monitoring committee; 
Herman Grey and Milton Kramer, 
legal; Harry Bailey and Don Quinn, 
slogans: Stanley Niss, finances; 
Jane Lyon, research. 

Barnouw and Pete Lyon, head of 
the strategy committee, have met 
in N. Y. with the American Fed- 


agencies 


stalemated 


eration of Radio Artists, Radio and | 


/Television Directors Guild, and 
other broadcast unions and guilds 
to brief them on the RWG vs. 
agencies tug-o-war. Don Quinn and 
Sam Moore on the Coast have 
made similar visitations. 

Likely to be included in the 
‘shows to be hit by the writers’ 
walkout. it’s reported, are those 
commercial transcribed programs 


which are given sponsor identifica- | 


tion at the point of origination. 


RWG is a branch of the Authors | 


League of America. Reps of the 
league and of other branches of 
| the ALA will meet with the writers 
|in the regional huddles tonight. 











Jackpots 








| mercials—ouch! 
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staleness of comedic formats as 
| the desire to grab off a cuffo ice- 
box. 

Allen and Bergen, who have en- 
countered the brunt of the give- 
away invasion with the “Stop the 
Music” Sunday night competition 


on ABC, bounced back on their 
season's opener with revamped 
Stanzas and funny business that 
won both critical and lay kudoes. 
Crosby smashed over a premiere 
performance hailed as one of his 
best under the Philco auspices: 
ditto for Jolson on the Kraft 
Music Hall preem. And so on 
down the line. 

From the standpoint that thev 
provided the comedians with the 
sought-for shot-in-the-arm, the 
emergence of the giveaways, it’s 
conceded, has its healthy over- 
tones For it’s recognized that. 
after the jackpot craze has per- 


manently faded as just another in 
the succession of kolycycle fads 
Its to the tried-and-true comedian 
that the radio public must return 
for its entertainment 


Regina, Sask.—Bruce Piria. com- 
mercial manager of CKRM, to Win- 
nipeg, 
ager 


Man.. as commercial 
CERC. 


ol 





Station Promotion 


Columbus, Oct. 12. 
To celebrate its first year of 
service the Farm Bureau's WRFD 
in suburban Worthington took over 
the town’s high school auditorium 
on 


to give an hopir-long report 

itself before a live as well as a 

radio audience. a 
Titled “WRFD in Review,” the 


program presented the station s 
artists and officials in a dramatic 
documentary narrative summariz- 
ing the station’s rural service of 
the past year 

Artists on the show included The 


Melody Rangers, folk musl¢ unit 
of five: the Crawford Brothers, 
singing duo; the Scioto Valley 


Bovs. musical novelty act; the Col- 
umbian Singers, Negro chorus; Ra) 
Roese. “The Singing Plowman” and 
the Village Choir, old-time relig- 
ious chorus. 


Station personalities presented 


were Bob Miller, farm service di- 
rector; Lloyd Stiles, market re- 
porter; Bob Horn, news editor; 


Gladys Foris, director of women’s 

















Radio Reviews 
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after tune and first 
garment brings $10, second gar- 
ment, $8, etc. Identification must 


be made during time Miss Stevens 


identification 


counts out 10 silver dollars, then 
$8, etc. 

Frequently, the musical clue is 
off base, if not misleading And 


first garment doesn't help solve the 
perplexing question. Typical, for 


example, of opening clues was 
playing of “Pomp and Circum- 
stance” and Hodges putting on 


Hodges’ 
judges 
this was 
Only af- 
verbal 
catch 


high hat. Notwithstanding 
grimaces and mugging, 
were supposed to guess 
Charles Evans Hughes 
ter Hodges made _ several 
hints, did audience-judges 
on. « 

When Hodges steps off scene to 


= clue-robes, Miss Stevens 
aWards the winner the prize and 
certificate for a Van Heusen gar- 


ment As long as Miss Stevens is 
able to greet a new winner she 
carries out a listenable conversa- 
tion. But if one of the five judges 
repeats, her questions lend no in- 
terest to the show. If might prove 
helpful if she met the judges be- 
fore show time 
Background of the show is clut- 
tered up with Van Heusen propa- 
ganda. One good set might ease 
the commercial overload. Mark. 
. 


STOP H FSS OSES SG: HOF H4 eee 


Followup Comment 


2496644666644 444464456". 
Ed & Pegeen Fitzgerald went all- 


out trailerizing ‘‘Magdalena”’ and 
arg qittoing on the plugs for “Love 
Life”...Tex and Jinx McCrary had 
a good interview with Ray Josephs, 
the Latin America literary expert, 
plugging his new book. Josephis, 


quondam VARIETY mugg, gave some | 


good inside newspapering stuff by 
detailing that the only way to 
“feel” a country 


authentic read-back system which 
the interview okays as insurance 
for accurate reportage... Jack 


| Eigen and his benefit-like bills of 


cuffo guests on the Copacabana 
cavalcade in the night make for 
good al fresco interviews. But oh 


| those endless Strauss Stores com- ! 
Fred Allen con- | 
tinues plugging Eigen, incidentally, | 
‘and also 


trailerized 
“Wine, 


Billy 


soon-due Women 


and 


Words” book. Rose made a good | 
, Zuest-shot. 


Allen continues his 
“Stop the Music” campaign, more 
than broadly hinting that all give- 
aways are gimmicked through the 
fact “nobody is out in the yard, 
have you noticed, when they are 
called.” This is an extension of 
the allegation these giveaway calls 


are often placed in advance. It’s 
the frankest “expose” attack by 
one segment of radio show,.busi- 


ness on another. Incidentally, 
Allen reprises the “Mr.-and Mrs.” 
breakfast show satire with Tallulah 
Bankhead next Sunday. 


is to know the! 
language; also how he utilizes an 


Rose’s | 


activities; Bob Geis prodiiction 
manager and Edgar Parsons sta. 
tion manager. Program was pro. 
duced by William E. Meredith 
program director. . 





Stookey’s ‘Town & Country Tourg 
St. Louis, Oct. 19. 

Charles Stookey, Farm Editor 

‘for KXOK, will conduct a tour of 

‘the cotton country in southeastern 

Missouri in conjunction with his 

new series of “Town and Country 


Tours.” Three bus loads of 
Stookey’s listeners will visit the 
2,000 acre Hunter-Allen cotton 


farm near Sikeston, Mo., and sey- 
eral cotton gins in the same area. 

Other tours proposed for the 
future include those to Crawford 
County, Mo., one of the largest 
grape growing regions in the coun- 
try; and Calhoun County, Ill., an 
apple growing area. 


WHB’s ‘Favorite Program’ 
Kansas City, Oct. 12 


WHB, AM, FM, outlet of the 
Cook Paint & Varnish Co. is 
launching what probably will be 


the largest contest ever conducted 
by a local radio station. Deal runs 
eight weeks with $15,000 in prizes, 
first three being new cars 

Contest is gauged to determine 
station’s favorite programs, and 
hence listeners are being asked via 
radio, billboards, window stream- 
ers and colored comie section ads 
in the Kansas City Star, to write 23 
words or less on “My WHB favorite 
program is —because es 

Contest is being staged as a 
means of gaining mass opinions on 
program ratings, according to Don 





Davis and John Schilling of the 
station management. Besides the 
tally they will get from mass 


opinions they will seek to analyze 
program set up from letters of con- 
test winners. Postmarks also are 
provide a coverage check for the 
station on its new nighttime opera- 
tion and boost to 10,000 watts 
Opened last Sunday (3), replies 





already are running into the 
thousands weekly. 
Pittsburgh — “Starlets On 


Parade,”’ KDKA’s all-children hali- 


hour musical show, began its 
eighth year on the air Saturda 
morning (9). Some 40. kiddies 
ranging in age from three to 1{7 


appear regularly on the program 
and those selected for permanent 
spots receive musical training dur- 
ing their stay with the group 








W DSU broadcasts $000 wares 
from the. French Quarter to 
and South Louisiana listeners. 

















a 
the Gulf 


From daily association with time-honored 
New Orleans institutions WDSU has 
developed a high qualicy of integrity, 
WODSU devotes program time regularly 
and exclusively to the St. Louis Cathedr al, 
the International House, Moisanc Intert> 
national Airport, Tulane University, 
Union Station, the Municipa! Auditorium, 
Symphonies and Operas. 

WDSU's dominate Hoop- 
erating proves that hon: 
Oring local institutions 
creates high liscence 





NEW ABC 
ORLEANS WD id Affiliate 

5000 

1280 ke Watts 








JOHN BLAIR & CO., Representative 
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1 to 1:15 P.M. 





METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


LYNN LOOKS 
at HOLLYWOOD 


N 
KHJ—Mutual, Monday thru Friday, 


My Thanks to Metro-Goidwyn-Mayer 


LYNN CASTILE 
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~— Writers Rally to Writer Cause 


-  Yarious major songwriters rallied last week to the financial aid 
of the cause being fought for them by attorney John Schulman, in 
the case of N. Y. theatreowners vs. the American Society of Com- 

sers, Authors and Publishers before New York Federal court 
Fudge Vincent L. Leibell. Schulman, in appearing before Leibell 
last Wednesday (6), was acting only for writer Milton Ager, but a 
handful of top writers have already subscribed more than $5,000 to 


underwrite the case, and more is 


being collected. < 


Schuiman’s action to retain for ASCAP the theatre performing 


right, or at least retain it for w 


riters instead of publishers (see 


separate story), has no connection with the Songwriters Protective 


Assn. or any other organization. 


Ager. : 
president), Charles Tobias, Abel 


It was strictly for himself and 


Upon learning this, songwriters Sigmund Romberg ‘SPA 


Baer and a host of others made 


up a fund of $5,000, which was handed Schulman immediately to 


help finance the case. 


Letters from 


individual writers in New 


York to others on the Coast and elsewhere either have gone out or 


are going out to swell the fund further. 


$8,000 to $10,000 will be raised. 
Writers are deeply interested 


It’s figured that another 


in the case in view of Leibell's 


argument that theatre performance rights should revert to the 


copyright owner, and whether th 


has that right is the cause of it all. 


retain its representation of them i 


e writer or publisher of a song 
The writers want ASCAP to 
n such matters, or failing in that 


to have the right revert to them instead of publishers. 








Capitol Records Strides Into Ist 
Foreign Distrib Deal Via Tele-Funken 


Capitol 
arrangements with the Tele-Funken 
record manufacturing organization, | 
ef Germany, which for the first) 
time will give it distribution out- 
ide the U. S. It is the first move 

y the six-year old Hollywood 
disker to lift itself to a more solid 
level as a major company rival of 
RCA-Victor, Columbia, and Decca. 
Capitol has never had foreign dis- 
tribution of any kind. 


Deal with Tele-Funken, made last 
summer by Sandor Porges, Capi- 
tol’s foreign division head, and Jim 
Conklin, v.p. in charge of artists 
and repertoire, calls for a master 
exchange arrangement. This ar- 
rangement had to be cleared 
through U. S. government agencies 
and Cap has been awaiting sanc- 
tion of it for several months. 

Tele-Funken is more or less the 
RCA-Victor of the Continent. It 
operates or has working agree- 
ments with disk manufacturers in 
Sweden, Norway, Czechoslovakia, 
Switzerland, etc., and the material | 
issued by these firms will be avail-| 
able to Capitol, just as the latter’s | 
complete line of masters, piled up | 
since its inception will be available | 
to Tele-Funken. Latter’s initial mas- 
ter shipment, incidentally, is on| 
the way to Cap here and initial | 

ressings from them will be mar- 

eted in the U. S. late this year. 

Capitol has also been reported | 
in recent weeks as in the midst of | 
negotiations with British Decca, or | 
rather with E. R. (Ted) Lewis, its, 
head, for distribution in England. | 
There’s nothing concrete so far on 
this angle, however, and Cap will | 
not talk much about it. 


COL’S ALBUM ON | 
WEDDING NUMBERS 


Figuring that there was a fair | 
Market among more than 100,000 | 
couples who have been married at 
the Little Church Around the 
Corner, New York, Columbia Rec- 
erds will soon release an album 
of wedding marches and hymns 
used by the choir at that place of | 
worship. Columbia made the album | 
a few months ago and said nothing 
about it, cutting eight sides at the | 
church itself, ie, by remote wire 
to cutting machinery in its N. =! 

eadquarters. 

Among the eight tunes waxed 
are the- marriage marches used 
before and after weddings, and 
among the other tunes are hymns 
malate during ceremonies. Al- 

um will be released next month 
with extra exploitation effort. 


Coast AFM Repudiates 


“Wallace for Prez’ Tooters 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
_ AFM Local 47 is backing no pres- 
idential candidate, according to a 
postcard J. K. “Spike” Wallace, 
prexy of local, mailed the 14,000- 
odd members of union in repudiat- 
ing the so-called “AFL Musicians 
For Henry Wallace Committee.” 
Committee, recently mailed all 
members campaign § circulars 
plumping for the Progressive Party 
candidate. The circulars ostensibly 
were designed to appear as if 
emanating from Local 47 head- 
Quarters. Union officials have been 
unable to uncover identities of 
those who had sent circulars to 
membership. 








Records has completed * 





Seeing Red 


An idea of the willingness of 
the public to accept Communis- 
tic allegations is evident in the 
experience of one N. Y. maes- 
tro, following N. Y. Local 802’s 
branding of election opposition 
as reds. 

Finishing performing for a 
private party, the maestro be- 
gan the performance of the 
“Star Spangled Banner.” In the 
midst of the anthem’s rendi- 
tion, one of the guests at the 
affair walked up to the band- 
stand and demanded to know 
why the band had the temerity 
to play the melody, since he 
figured it was composed of 
commies. He had read 802’s 
charges in N. Y. papers. 





Chappell Bucks 
Songwriter Bid 
In Film Fee Case 


Chappell & Co., primary firm of 
the Max Dreyfus music publishing 
organization, crossed swords with 
attorney John Schulman in the lat- 
ter’s attempt last Wednesday (6) to 
clear the songwriter’s position in 
view of N. Y. Federal Court Judge 


Vincent L. Leibell’s recent theatre- 
performing rights decision. Schul- 
man had applied to Leibell for per- 
mission to intervene in the case of 
N. Y. theatreowners vs. the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, and when _ he 
stepped up before the court to pre- 
sent arguments to sustain the ap- 
plication to intervene, Chappell’s 
attorney, Sidney Wattenberg, was 
there to combat him. 

Leibell’s decision opined that the 
theatre-exhibition rights should be 
taken from ASCAP and returned 
to the copyright owner. Since it 
has never been fully established 
who would be the copyright owner 
in such a case—the publisher or 
writer of a melody—it is Schul- 
man’s intention to prove for the 





latter. He’s acting in behalf of 
writer Milton Ager. Writers are 


wary of the possibility that they 
would be forced into the position of 
collecting performing rights fees 
through publishers. ‘To prevent 
‘this, Schulman’s application to in- 
tervene presented two arguments 
(1) that the theatre performing 
right should continue to be vested 
in ASCAP (contrary to Leibell’s de- 
cision) and/or (2) that the film per- 
forming rights is unquestionably 
owned by the writer. 

Chappel filed application to in- 
tervene over the same argument, 
after having learned before the 
hearing, through necessary papers 
filed with various attorneys 1in- 
volved in the case, of Schulman’'s 
intention. It seeks to refute the 
attorneys’ arguments that the 
writer is the copyright owner. Leli- 
bell accepted both applications to 
step into the case. and directed 
that briefs be filed by Oct. 15 and 
j answers to them be in by Oct. 22. 


| current | 
suitable, but the union wouldn't | 





Job Crisis Held Key 
To Warnow Aide’s Nix 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Musie Publishers Contact Em- 


| ployees union got itself into a tus- 


sle here last week due to its refusal 
to admit Charles Hayes to member- 
ship. Hayes sought a card in order 


'to take a contact job with Mark 


Warnow’s music publishing outfit. 


He had been working as a counter- | 


boy, etc., for Warnow for a number 
of months, and when he applied for 


| the usual temporary MPCE card to 


do contacting chores, he was re- 
jected by the Coast contingent of 
the union. 

Hayes protested the Coast 
group’s bar to the New York head- 
quarters of the MPCE and the lat- 
ter’s ruling council backed up the 
locals. It apparently was not said 
in so many words, but the reason 
Hayes was blocked out at this time 
was due to the number of estab- 


| lished MPCE cardholders in this 
/area who are out of work. War- 
j/now pointed out that none of the 


MPCE unemployed 


| budge. 


All told, there are 29 MPCE men | 


on the unemployed rolls in N. Y., 
Chicago and here, which is a con- 


siderable improvement over the 61 


who had no place to hang their hats | 


a few months ago. 


Petrillo Raps 
Local 802 For 
Bad Publicity 


James C. Petrillo and the ex- 
ecutive board of the American 
Federation of Musicians are said 
to have rapped the knuckles of the 





iruling group at AFM N. Y. Local 


802 for the latter’s recent release 
to newspapers telling a story of the 
bitter fight for control of the local. 
Two weeks ago (22), following the 
blowup of the second attempt at 
an annual bylaws meeting, 802’s 


reigning Blue ticket issued long 
wires to trade and daily news- 
papers, and wire services, detail- 


ing the unrest within the local and 
making communistic allegations 
against personalities ‘ighting to de- 
feat the Blues in the Dec. 2 elec- 
tions. 

Petrillo and the AFM toppers 
took a dim view of the moves, it’s 
said, and warned Local 802 chiefs 
to refrain in the future from air- 
ing its problems before the public. 
Basis for the chiding is the $50,000 
to $75,000 the AFM is spending an- 
nually with Hal Leyshon Associ- 
ates, New York press agent, in an 
effort to erase the bad public taste 
for the AFM after years of a bad 
press. And 802’s publicizing of its 
internal affairs, particularly its 
commie allegations, nullified these 
efforts to some extent. 

Wires 802 dispatched were 
picked up by press services and 
distributed to daily papers through- 


‘out the country, and the majority 


of the stories were not too careful 
in distinguishing between the na- 
tional AFM and the local. 

Local 802 held a membership 
meeting Monday (11) to hear re- 
ports of committees on the cater- 
ers problem, another detailed to 
check on the distribution of jobs 
paid for by the recording royalty 
fund and a third report on unem- 
ployment. Unity and _ coalition 
groups. opposition to the Blue 
ticket. had urged attendance at the 
meet due to the importance of the 
items involved, but a quortm was 
not present. Scheduled at 10 a.m., 
the hour apparently was too early. 


STYNE-CAHN TEAM 
AGAIN FOR SINATRA PIC 


Jule Styne and Sammy Cahn, 
who recently split as a songwriting 
team, will work together again on 
Frank Sinatra’s film to be made 
for RKO release, with Groucho 
Marx and Jane Russell. Writing 
team, which has been responsible 
for a string of pop hits over the 
past few years, recently split over 
Styvne’s intention to produce a 
Broadway show without Cahn. 

Sinatra got the two together to 
do the score for his film ‘they have 
done the majority of his recent 
films), and it’s pointed out that 
there's no reason why the two 
won't continue to pair off on other 
future scores if the occasion arises. 





was | 





AFM-Diskers Ban Confabs Hit Night 
And Day Pace; No Conclusions So Far 





Col.’s Canada Link 
| Sets LP Distribution 


London, Ont., Oct. 12. 

Sparton of Canada, Ltd., will 
be producing Long Playing records 
in November. Columbia Record 
Co. manufacturer in Canada, the 
company has completed a one- 
story addition to its London plant, 
in which the pressing of the LP 
will be done. 

All records made for distribution 
in Canada will be of vinylite com- 
position, same as the U. S. 
product. 


Delayed B’cast 
— Or Synero Right 
A Tele Tussle 





NBC's television bosses and 
| Harry Fox, music publisher trustee 
lin mechanical and synchronization 
|licensing matters, have been 
playing cat-and-mouse concerning 
kinescope recording (reproduction 
on film of origMhal broadcasts). 

In discussing music rights mat- 
iters with Fox, NBC consistently 
adheres to descriptions of these 
films as “delayed broadcasts,” a 
description which would make 
them akin to transcribed repeats 
of ordinary radio broadcasting. 
Fox, on the other hand, prefers to 
describe the filming of the shows 
—for rebroadcast on stations in 
other parts of the country as much 
as a week later — “synchroniza- 
tion,’ which heretofore has been 
applied in the trade only to in- 
jecting songs into films for theatre 
showing. 

While the current negotiations 
between Fox and NBC and other 
video factions, over permission to 
film original shows for later re- 
broadcast, are moving smoothly, 
it seems inevitable that there will 
be a head-on snag. Some pubs 
now are willing to give those rights 
temporarily for free when a show 
is on a sustaining basis, and insist- 
ing on payment where a sponsor 
is involved. But sooner or later it’s 
felt there must come a collision 
over whether rebroadcast rights 
via film are to be marked as ordi- 


nary rebroadcasting rights or syn- | 


chro rights. 

There already has been one 
tangle between publishers and a 
sponsored video show over re- 
broadcasting via film. Since Old 
Gold assumed sponsorship of Du- 
Mont’s “Original Amateur Hour’ 
‘Sundays, WABD, New York), pubs 
have insisted on per-use payment 
for rebroadcast rights to ASCAP 
music, even though the latter can 
be used for free on the original 
show, per video's $1 a year deal 
with ASCAP. DuMont and Old 
Gold both refuse to pay the extra 
coin for rebroadcast, and the con- 
testants on the show are now 
forced to change their music in the 
event any uses ASCAP songs in his 
work. They must shift to either 
Broadcast Music or public domain 
material. “Amateur Hour” fs re- 
peated on WGN-TV, Chicago, and 
WSLA, Los Angeles, the Sunday 
following each N. Y. originating 
broadcast. 


RCA in Album Tie 
With Perfume Firm 

RCA-Victor has lined up an un- 
usual tieup for the promotion of 
an album of tunes by Harry Revel 
and involving Dr. Samuel J. Hoff- 
man’s Theremin, backed by a large 
band. It’s titled “Perfume Set to 
Music,” and Corday Parfums is 
said to be spending $35,000 in full- 
page and cooperative advertising to 
push its product along with the 
disk set. 

Exploitation planned involves 
counter and window displays and 
the placing by Corday of perfume 
evaporators at retail marts, which 
will waft its various odors over po- 
tential buyers and stocks alike. 
Revel will participate via p.a.’s of 
all sorts. 

Dr. Hoffman's theremin is an 
electronic instrument demonstrated 
several years ago, from which he 
produces tones by passing his 
hands over electronic beams, 





+ James C. Petrillo, head of the 


| American Federation of Musicians, 
' the union’s executive board, and 
recording industry .leaders and 
their attorneys, have been meeting 
at a furious pace during the past 
week on the disk ban—and so far 
nothing of real importance has 
been accomplished. There were 
short and extended meetings every 
day last week, beginning with the 
first, last Wednesday (6). Mon- 
day’s (11) meet started at 2 pm., 
broke at 8 p.m. for dinner, re- 
sumed at 9 and ran almost to mid- 


night. There was another meet 
yesterday (Tuesday) afternoon 
Petrillo and the industry men 


are still haggling over the trustee 
;plan advanced by the former as 
|a basis for discussfon and the AFM 
| president is so anxious to complete 
|a deal that he has said several 
|times that he will keep the AFM 
| board members, who come from 
all over the country, in New York 
‘until a deal is made. At other 
times, during which there is a 
momentary stymie on a particular 
question, he threatens to break it 
,up. On the whole, however, the 
meetings are progressing smoothly. 

Recording men are still of the be- 
lief that it will be weeks before any- 
thing crystalizes. It’s pointed out 
that up to now they are still going 
over that trustee plan and there 
are still important points in it that 
remain to be chewed over, since 
there is a tendency to table the 
tougher angles for later argument, 
as each come up. When the trustee 
plan is concluded, it must then go 
to Washington for perusal and 
opinion as to its legality in view 
of the Taft-Hartley law. Then, say 
the recorders, there will be addi- 
tional items to go over before a 
new contract between the diskers 
and AFM can be concluded. Such 
items as scales, hours, etc., must 
be given attention. There is no in- 
dication from Petrillo, incidentally, 
that the AFM will ask higher pay 
scales for recording musicians. 

There’s one noticeable thing 
about the meetings. Recording 
heads say that there is more will- 
ingness among rival firm repre- 
sentatives to come to full agree- 
ment on problems, thereby pre- 
senting a more solid front to the 
AFM. That’s beside their individ- 
ual anxiety to make a deal. RCA- 
Victor is in the forefront on that. 

Meanwhile, independent manu- 
_facturing firm heads have been 
conducting their own meetings in 
/New York. Apparently, they are 
being advised by major recording 
company men on the progression 
of the meetings with the AFM. As 
,points are raised and passed at 
the major meets, the indies mull 
them over between themselves and 
decide whether the same items are 
acceptable to them, how they ef- 
fect indie companies, etc. 


CAVALLARO SUED BY 
SINGER ON ‘CONTRACT’ 


Carmen Cavallaro is defendant 
in a $16,000-plus suit brought 
against him in N. Y. supreme court 
by vocalist Jimmy Forster, whe 
worked with the band during its 
mid-summer run at the Astor hotel, 
New York. Forster claims a verbal 
contract with Cavallaro on which 
the maestro agreed to a one-vear 
contract guaranteeing 40 weeks of 
work starting with the Astor run. 
The $16,000 is the amount he was 
to draw, he claims, and asks addi- 
tional damages. 

Cavallaro flatly denies having 
made any sort of a contract with 
Forster. His defense is that the 
singer was hired on a week-to- 
week basis only and that he was 
let go with proper notice. 








Ask Ousiter for Des Moines 
‘ . . 
Councilman-Disk Jockey 
Des Moines, Oct. 12. 
Myron J. Bennett,. disk jockey 
on KSO, who doubles as Safety 
Commissioner here, has been 
suspended from office pending a 
hearing on an ouster action. The 
ouster petition, filed by the county 
attorney and approved by the 
court, asks that Bennett be re- 
moved permanently as a member 
of the Des Moines city council 
The petition is based on a con- 
spiracy charge alleging Benneit 
accepted a payoff from six tavern 
operators to violate closing hours, 
and action of Bennett foiiovwing 
filing of the charge. Hearing on 
the ouster action is set for Oct. 26. 
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By Berni 


Peggy Lee “Love, Your Magic 
ll Is Everwhere’—“So Dear to 
Heart” (Capitol). Standard 
Love” is a natural for the lazily- 
ffective style of Miss Lee. And 
foth get a hefty lift from the ex- 
cellent background by Dave Bar- 
pour’s group. It’s a side that should 
be snatched up quickly by jocks 
and, later, jukes. Flipover is from 
the new Walt Disney production. 
It’s a fine melody that grows in| 
tature with repeating and though | 
t's not Miss Lee’s type of tune, | 
ghe does well with it. 


} 


Les Brown “I’ve Got My Love | 
o Keep Me Warm”’—“I’m Tellin’ | 
ou, Sam” (Columbia). A sock in- | 
Brown's covers the first side. | 








rown’s rendition of the Irving | 
erlin piece will get wide jock | 
usage. It drifts wide of the mel- | 
ody occasionally, but not as much | 
as others, and unwinds as color- | 
ful, tasty bit of bounced melody | 
o roll out in some time. Flipover | 
ines up Stumpy Brown, mae- | 
gtro’s brother, on a good novelty | 
piece. 

Sam Browne “Down Among the | 
Sheltering Palms’—‘Cool Water” | 
(London), “Palms” fits right into 
the modern groove, though it’s a 
evival co-written by. Abe Olman. | 
t carries many of the qualities | 
that have made a host of recent 
gongs successful, and Browne, The 
Quads and Squadronaires knead it 
into a commercial item that could 
work up a hit. It’s a good jock | 
are, lively and colorful. Reverse 
s also a good face by the same 
combination; it doesn’t figure to 
go far, however, since it’s a late 
tarter. Vaughn Monroe and Nel- 
ie Lutcher are too far in front. 

Ted Straeter “The Most Beauti- 
o Girl In the World” — Russell 
ennett “Speak Low” (Varsity). 
Eli Oberstein’s new Varsity label 
icked Straeter’s side from the 
onora firm (some months back it 
showed unusual sales spark). Strae- 
ter’s piano and vocal, backed by 
_——. work the good melody 

to a commercial groove that 
needs only a jock push to get it 
oing. It’s different and Straeter 
imself shows an interesting ton- 
gil style. Bennett’s version of 
‘Speak Low” is okay. 

Wayfarers “If We Can’t Be the 
— Old Sweethearts”—“You Can 

ie from a Broken Heart” (Lon- 
don). “Sweethearts” is a commer- 
cial tune wrapped in a simple and | 
tasteful arrangement. It has a fine 
hance in the current market. | 

ayfarers give the nostalgic-type 
melody a smooth going-over and 
it should find jock acceptance. Re- 
verse is an equally commercial 
item that may surprise. It’s worked | 
in the same manner,*with a brief 
waltz break by the accompanying 
band. 

King Cole “Ke-Mo-Ky-Me’-“Rex | 
Rumba” (Capitol). Cole rolls in a/| 
pare role on “Ky-Mo,” a sort of 
‘Chickery Chick” novelty. He'll 
get many a disk jock spin with it, 
ut it doesn’t seem weighty enough 
to pack outstanding sales success. 
t’s cute, that’s all. Reverse is a 
efty bit gf instrumental work by 
the trio which, unfortunately, won't 
appeal to the majority. 

yril Stapleton “Love Is a Dan- 
erous Game’-“Isn’t It Roman- 
ic” (London). Cyril Stapleton and 
vocalist Dick James tap the bell | 
smartly with the first side. Tune is| 
at a new ballad with good me-| 
odie qualities. Flipover is just an- 
other side. Pearl Carr works the. 
vocal with James. 

Johnny Mercer- Pied Pipers 
“Down Among the Sheltering 
tio. "Pal for My Baby” (Cap-| 


ol), “Palms” also clicks with 
ercer and the Pipers. Oldtimer | 
is getting the best of the disk push | 
on the tune. Version doesn’t move 
with quite the spark of the London 
attempt, but it’s in there never- 
theless, and Mercer’s name will 
elp. Mercer’s alone on “One for 
My Baby” and his blues-tinged | 
interpretation has many attractive | 
Points. It isn’t likely to take the | 
play away from the reverse, how- | 
ver. 


Platter Pointers 


Mantovani’s Orchestra (London) | 
cut a two-sided version of ‘Clare | 
e Lune,” which should wrestle 
aul Weston’s Capitol disking for 
the coin. It’s swell wax....Pied| 
Pipers (Capitol) bit off a b.o. chaw 
with their “Yes, We Have No 
Bananas”... “Pedro the Fisher- 
man,” by Gracie Fields (London), 
may hit the funny-bone of U/S. 
uyers. It’s backed by a likely 
looking U.S. picture tune titled 
Bella Bella Marie”... .“Sweet-| 
heart of Sigma Chi” by Elliot Law- | 
rence (Columbia), vocalled by Jack | 
Hunter, hits a spot... .Capitol’s 


Jocks, Jukes andDisks 


; mer. 





e Woods 


new reissues include Freddie 
Slack’s “Riffette” and “Cuban 
Sugar Mill” and Andy Russell’s 
“Anniversary Song” and “Magic Is 





Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Tree in the Meadow” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Tree In the Meadow” 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“Tree In the Meadow” 


Seller on Coin Machines 
“Tree In the Meadow” 





the Moonlight”... . Boogie - beaters 
will take to Albert Ammons’ “12th 
St. Boogie” and “Kilroy Boogie” 
(Mercury)... 
the pattern of previous, rival issue | 
of “What Did I Do” and makes a 


nice side of it....Dennis Day 
shows up on Capitol this week with | 
“Phil the Fluter’s Ball” and/| 


| 


“Danny Boy,” both well done. 
Patti Page’s ‘Five - Four - Three- 
Two” (Mercury) totes possibilities; 
it’s cute. 

Recommended hillbilly, country, 
race: Lonnie Johnson’s ‘‘Feel So 
Lonesome” (King); Floyd Tillman, 
“Cold, Cold Woman” (Columbia); 
Jess Rogers, “The Yellow Rose of 
Texas” (Varsity); Grandpa Jones 
and His Grandchildren, “I Guess 
You Don’t Remember Now” and 
“Old Rattler’s Treed Again” (King). 


PEGGY LEE SUED FOR 
MILLION ON ‘MANANA’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Peggy Lee, co-author of ‘‘Man- 
ana,” with husband Dave Barbour, 
has been served with papers in a 





i 





| $1,000,000 suit, alleging the song 


was pirated. Plaintiffs are pair of 
San Francisco songscribes, Harry 
K. McClintock and Sterling Sher- 
win, who claim ‘‘Manana” is lifted 


from “Midnight On The Ocean,” | 
/an obscure ditty churned out some 


years ago by them. 
The suit names the writers of 


_““Manana,” as well as their publish- 


ing firm, Barbour-Lee Music, which 
brought out the ditty, as defend- 


,ents. The publishing firm is oper- 


ated for the Barbours by Mickey 


|Goldsen, who, in return, gets half 


the outfit’s profits. Barbour related 


last May, when suit was first men- | 


tioned, that he would prove it was 
baseless, that he and Miss Lee had 
witnesses who would assert they 
had actually witnessed the creation 
of the calypso. 

To date Miss Lee and Barbour 
have made more than $100,000 out 
of ‘“Manana.” Miss Lee’s Capitol 
recording has sold more than 
1,280,000 copies alone. 





Regina Dancery Facelifted 
Regina, Sask., Oct. 12. 
Closed for three months, the 
Trianon ballroom here has re- 
opened with a $35,000 renovation 
job. 
Damage estimated at $4,500 was 


done to the ballroom by fire short- | 


ly after it had closed for the sum- 


“So Tired” | 
Anne Shelton follows | 


British Best Seller 


| 





Decca’s Choral 


ASCAP in New Move to Establish 
Representation Rights in Video 





Derwin Drops Baton 


Hal Derwin will give up band- 
leading when he completes his run 
at Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, 


Cedar Grove, N. J., Sunday (18). | 


Derwin, who picked up a baton 
fairly recently after singing with 
Les Brown’s and other orchestras, 





Label Due Dec. 1 


Decca Records will debut its 
new Choral label Dec. 1, market- 
ing the disks through completely 
independent distributors. Label 
name displaces the previously | 
heralded revival of the Brunswick 
title, which Decca also owns. | 


Change from _ Brunswick to| 
Choral is due to Decca’s belated 
discovery that in buying the rights 
| some years ago to the oldtime title, 
along with a big batch of masters 
it did not secure world rights to 
the Brunswick name. And one of 
| the purposes of the new line is to 
go into certain foreign marts, par- 
ticularly England. While Decca’s 
original agreement with Decca, 
Ltd., its British counterpart, has 
been considerably curtailed in the | 
past year or so, the English firm 
retains its original right to market | 
U. S. Decca material in the Isles. 
It will not handle the Choral label. 


New line will sell for 75c same as 
the majority of Decca’s regular 
Black label series. Under general 
sales manager Michael Ross, it 
will be distributed through 25 in- 
die distribs so far lined up out of 
an ultimate combination of 65 do- | 
mestic and foreign outlets. First) 
shipment of 12 pop, country and - 
race disks will leave Decca’s fac- 
tories Nov. 8 for counter-unveiling | 


as of Dec. 1. 
| Artists involved in the initial | 
release are Woody Herman, Glen | 
Gray, Jimmy Dorsey, Jan Garber, | 


Johnny Messner, Hoosier Hot 
Shots, Blue Jays, Julie O’Neill, 
Freddie Fisher, Jesters, Orville 


Brooks, Buzz Connie, Geri Galian, 
Cliff Bruner, Pan-Pacific. tempo 
orchestra and Mahalia Jackson. 





| Clarke to Mt. Royal 


Montreal, Oct. 12. 

| Buddy Clarke, who spent the 
past year at El 

| opens at the Normandie Roof, atop 

the Mount Royal hotel Friday (15). 
It’s a return date for the band- 


| Musicraft is 


Morocco here, | 


will head for the Coast and life as 
a soloist, he says. He doesn’t want 
the headaches of a maestro. 
Derwin’s idea of becoming a 
bandleader was based on some suc- 
cess he attained via Capitol Rec- 


'ords, on which he had the backing 


of various house bands and con- 
ductors. 


SARAH VAUGHAN SUES 
MUSICRAFT FOR COIN 


Claiming that $3,117.93 is still 





|due her on her last royalty state- 


ment, warbler Sarah Vaughan filed 
suit in N. Y. federal court Friday 


(8) against Musicraft Records. She | 
| asks rescinding of a 1947 recording 
|econtract with the defendant, 
also wants the disk firm to be di-| 
| vested of the rights, title and in-' 


and 


terest in some 35 of her masters, 


|most of which have been released. 


Miss Vaughan, who alleges that 
without sufficient 
funds to accord her recordings 
proper exploitation, also charges 
the company breached the pact by 
its failure to pay her the agreed 


'royalties. Ticket was renewed this 


year and is to expire in June 30, 


1949. According to the complaint | 


her last statement arrived Sept. 14 
minus the check. 





Teagarden Sues On 


Disk Contract Breach 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Jack Teagarden, jazz trombonist, 
has filed a $250,000  breach- 
of-contract suit in Chi superior 
court against two allied firms, 
alleging they failed to pay 
him his share of profits on record- 
| ings made since 1944. 
| Teagarden, currently appearing 
at the Oriental theatre with Louis 
| Armstrong’s combo, said the Na- 
‘tional Recording and Film Co. and 
'Richard Bradley and Associates 
failed to split profits, as provided 
in pact signed Jan. 15, 1944. Disks 
'on which trombonist contended he 
didn’t get his cut include “Road to 


leader who previously did a two- | Mandalay,” “Basin Street Blues” 


year stint at the Roof. 


and “Muskrat Ramble.” 





VARIETY 


Week of Oct. 9 


__ZARIETY |() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines, von 7 ort.” 


1. TREE IN MEADOW (10) coisas Te 


Margaret Whiting....... Capitol 
Monica Lewis........ 0. +s CCS 


2. IT'S MAGIC (15) (Witmark) syne bilylsasinkinde biog «A MmmRIPaMMEn, CTD “i aaa 
8. 12th STREET RAG (8) (Shapiro-B)..... bo cabedsecessdeesehcs GO Tee ees. . Capitol 
7 / Jon & Sondra Steele.....Damon 
4. MY HAPPINESS (21) (Blasco) eee eeee sere eeeeeeeereeeees eine Pipers Be eae .Capitol 
Le secee ss aesesee 
Se Sere pene * +8" tas sna saseeeeoentoeses | giaetines demhee. \wehi head Deces 
6. LOVE SOMEBODY (16) (Kramer-W.) ‘ee eoeeee eeerewpeeeereeeoe D. Day-B. Clark seee ie .Columbia 
eee ee Metrotone 
5. MAYBE YOU'LL BE SORRY (10) (Triangle) ..........065- J Harmoniedts oo... Universal 
&. . LONG WAY FROM ST. LOUIS (16) (Jewel)... ...... seoveeee Ray McKinley..... -++...Vietor 
: J YBODY DARLING ( (Mayfair) {Andrews Sisters..... ....-Decca 
9. YoU CALL EVER D ri 14) PA ay SIT). . ceccose Al Trace Re Fs ae ie ee Regent 
; omare Primo Scale. .....cecee: London 
10. UNDERNEATH THE ARCHES (4) (Robbins)............ vii oer Meade fs ae 
Coming Up 
TINT, COOTHEE) oasis eau revere eT he errs Tee Tommy Dovreey.. is 6s» > Victor 
e . | errr re Victor 
RAMBLING ROSE (Laurel) Paanaper et reve pesiivnianss See gum 2s Pree «A 
BUTTONS AND BOWS (Famous) *erepepeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeewre Dinah Shore $96460606003086 Columbia 
: : F —, { Orioles eee. es Natural 
IT's TOO SOON TO KNOW (Morris) eeceeer ee ese PR eee eee ee eee ee ee 1 Ella Fitzgerald arte a eae ee Decca 
. : , ee eT ke Deeca 
SAY SOMETHING SWEET (Mills) 12 sibeapevadananecybenvyece’s Mamma Shelton MP Pa re. London 
i faymes..... TTT ie. Dece 
EVERY DAY I LOVE YOU (Harms) oa Bes seeeee eee eeeeeee eee eee Jo Staford. “ee eee eer eae Capitol 
YOU WERE ONLY FOOLING (Shapiro-B) ..........+6-sse00+++. Blue Barron............MGM 
AH BUT IT HAPPENS (Bourne) coeesecccccocccccccss «ONO LMIRG. .0005 ...Mercury 
; § Vaughn Monroe.......... Victor 
COOL WATER (American) ittibbe <r aes Capitol 
BLUEBIRD OF HAPPINESS (T. B. Harms) ....v.sesessseeeess Art Mooney .......+...-M-G-M 
LITTLE GIRL (Leeds) Perr Teer re. eT ee eee cone SR Ss oa 06 50-55-5608 Capitol 
DARKTOWN STRUTTERS’ BALL (Feist) ............. Sa —i(‘ité«s eS Signature 
FOR YOU (Witmark) ... iecstante ven baenens soccosers Gorden Jenkins.......... Decca 
WALKIN’ WITH MY SHADOW (Johnstone-Montei) ............. ge ee Decca 
[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] 





+ American Society of Composers, 


Authors and Publishers suddenly 
launched last week a new move in 
|the directiomr of re-establishing its 
‘hold on_ television-representation 
rights. Following agitation among 
‘board members relative to doing 
|something about the situation, the 
Society last week unexpectedly 
called a special meeting of the di- 
rector board for Thursday (8), dur- 
ing which the majority of the 
|writer and publisher members 
agreed to extend ASCAP’s hold 
on the rights for another two 
years, until Dec. 31, 1950. Society’s 
current agreement with 80% of 
its publisher members expires this 
Dec. 31. 


| Immediately upon formulatin 

| the two-year agreement, ASCA 

, chiefs sent notices and contracts 
to other publishers who are not 
members of the board, for signa- 
ture, and doesn’t expect any diffi- 
culty in achieving the required 
80% of okays. Society’s bylaws 
state that 80% is a must on any 
given question. Once these signa- 
tures are in, ASCAP will in all 
probability sit down with television 
broadcasters to work out a per- 
formance-rights deal. 


For the past couple years, tele 
interests have availed themselves 
of ASCAP’s repertoire on a $l- 
per-year token licensing arrange- 
ment. ASCAP asserts that televi- 
|sion people are not averse to revis- 
ing this on a fullscale fee basis due 
to the constantly increasing influx 
of program-sponsors. Video doesn’t 
want to be in the positidn of con- 
tracting to deliver broadcasts with 
only temporary agreements for 
music, which could be cancelled 
,on a 30-day notice and leave them 
| without the right to copyrighted 
| material in the ASCAP folio. At 
_least, that’s been video’s attitude 
toward labor union problems. 

Included among the writer and 
publisher board members _§ at 
|ASCAP who have already agreed 
that the Society represent them in 
tele dealings for the next two years 
are men who have not been com- 
pletely happy in the past about 
giving the Society such _ rights. 
Oscar Hammerstein II, Otto Har- 
bach and Max Dreyfus are among 
those. Only members of the board 
who have not given their consent 
to the two-year arrangement are 
writer Deems Taylor, who wasn’t 
at the meeting, and publishers Gus 
Schirmer and Saul Bourne, who 
also were absent. Abe Olman, 
Metro’s Big Three head, did not 
consent. Metro has never given 
ASCAP tele rights to its tunes due 
to its own film production affairs 
and the possible eventual connec- 
tion of the latter with tele. 


Spitzer, Dave Dreyer 
In Song Takeover Deal 


Henry Spitzer, who recently set 
;up his own publishing firm, is in 
|the midst of completing a deal 
with publisher Dave Dreyer under 
|'which he will take over from the 
|latter a tune titled “Little Jack 
| Frost, Get Lost.” Dreyer has had 
the song since last fall and, unable 
‘to work on it either last year or 
this due to other commitments, is 
turning it over to Spitzer on a 
| royalty basis. 
| Dreyer apparently is bowing to 
| the pressure of the writers in re- 
leasing the tune to Spitzer for ex- 
|ploitation. He had secured a 
Frankie Carle (Columbia) record- 
|ing on the tune, which will be 
‘released soon. In effecting the 
| switch, Spitzer takes the melody 
| over with full title to the copy- 
| right. 
| Spitzer was formerly general 


Manager of Edwin H. Morris. 


2 Chi Tooters in Dope Rap 
| Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Federal agents seized five men 
‘here last week, one formerly a 
,drummer with name bands, in a 
jraid on a $50,000 narcotics rin 
\that was selling marijuanas po | 
morphine to high school kids. Rob- 
ert Artists, head of the narcotics 
‘bureau here, said more arrests 
were to follow and added: “Don't 
'be surprised if some of them are 
| bigtime musicians.” 
| Arrested in Chicago were 
Michael Scrima, the mmer; 
Joseph Daly, another musician; 
doorman at the E 


Odie Mason, 
|Mocambo, strip joint, where 








fovevevers s+ +++... 4s eae e anna eee nae aaaaaaaeaaaaneaaea ahah ahaha hhhnhnind Scrima is appearing with a band. 
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( Di 4 
on ps 0 VARTETY —— | 8/5 
> , : Survey of retail disk best Hleliia 
RCA-Victor’s third-quarter state- sellers, based on reports ob- Ps g 412 , 8 a 
ments were delivered to music tained from leading stores in ‘ a Be E E “ee aon ier . 
publishers last week, showing a 12 cities and showing com. = v ¥ “4 Be. E g mw | Fy E = oO 
drop of between 35° and 40°% parative sales rating for this a |e | w £\s z E £ 5 P| e © : 
oe rs ion and last week. wi el Sle /elgis elele h 
from the previous quarter’s figure: ~ = 7 e| | ¥ ‘TEI Sis iy 
Overall slip of the third-quarter s| 2 a = Q | E w E Q 7 ps L 
publisher revenue was expected in = = | a efelyg|é 6 
view of the deep sales sag experi- : Week Ending || l | 1 z g <- a t 2) 3|P 
enced during the summer months National + i js 5 = aa i ‘L 3 3 r O 
by all record manufacturers, which Rating 0 C T a © S S 2 br c I 3 } = = } , 
is likely to show up in the state- 2 a a | o/Sla)}/@16 8 3 ¢ & = N 
ments of other majors, due next This Last e = | é E g g % oo 5 & | 3 2 T 
—, V w%* a gpg tn wk wk. Artist, Label, Title —s_ ZIOCIOl Mim IDNIBIDIDIE | = Oo S 
ron ec. 0 cc. a. € 4 poe ee —~ ee — — — ——— 
ahead of other firms MARGARET WHITING (Capitol ; 
During the war, Victor was pay- 1 2 “Tree in the Meadow”. errer ; 2: = 4 6 q 1 9 8 10 1 71 
ing out royalty sums to publishers PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) 
ME CHORE OF GL SSO LRG G Fee. 2 1 “12th Street Rag”.............. Oe F. 8.52 2 ‘4 2 70 
oe a DOR®S DAY (Columbia) A . aw Dara tae on rs 
; : 3 3 “It’s Magic” cer eerccccsssess 5 
New le DINAH SHORE (Columbia) am ae ' pe 
The Ralph Wilson quintet, com- 4 5 FE TENE TNS a _ : STaS : 4 
posed of Akron men and managed GORDO! , = . 4 ecca g ae ea oe ‘ a 
by Richmond Lowe, has _ been 5 6 “Maybe You RSEY VWichoe osseses = 40 
signed to iaunch a new Ohio rec- TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) 
ord manufacturing and distribu- 6 11 “Until” . see ccessesesesesss 3 4 3 10 = a BC 37 
tion firm, the Lucky Music Corp. RAY McKINLEY (Victor) aes 
of Cleveland. 7 4 “You Came Long _ Se 8 2 6 8B 5 6 31 
Lucky has purchased the master PERRY COMO (Victor) 
records of the quintet made before 8A .. “Rambling Rose”..............- 5 7 5 18 
the Petrillo ban, and the disks ————1LA FITZGERALD (Decca) 
will be distributed nationally. The 8B 9 “My Saneimens”.......... +++: 3 3 16 
records include racial, popular oe “ — 
and polka tunes, all original with JO STAFFORD (Capitol) y e - 
the Wilson band. 9 15 “Every Day I Love You”........ ea 3 5 
PRIMA SCALA (London) 
10 7 “Underneath the Arches” a Lester cate a. eat 7 1 14 
‘ AL TRACE (Regent) 
ee ae “You Call Everybody Darling”... 10 Toe 6 ai 4 13 
~ ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) 
11B .. “Underneath the Arches”. ....... 5 4 13 
KING COLE TRIO (Capitol) 
12A 15 “Lillette” Serre rere 5 6 .e 
ART MOONEY (MGM) 
12B 6 “Blue Bird of Happiness”. ....... 7 9 6... i 
° _ BROTHER BONES (Tempo) 
12C .. “Sweet Georgia Brown”......... Ta a 2 11 
yi TONY MARTIN (Victor) r 
13A .. “It’s Magic” VOT eT 1 10 
By JOE BURKE and aa CARSON ROBINSON (MGM) 
JOE McCARTHY, JR. 13B 14 “Life Gets Tee-Jus” sso cesseece Te 
C. MIRANDA-ANDREWS SIS. . 
14A 16 “Cuanto La Gusta”’...... tee az ae ad _9 
LAUREL MUSIC CO. _ ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) 
1619 Broadway, New York 14B 16 “You Call Everybody Darling” oa a _10 9 
, DICK JURGENS (Columbia) 
TOMMY VALANDO 14C . “Mississippi Mud”..........---- ota ae 
Rit DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
144A 8 “Every Day I Love You”... ne reees os os 9 9 10. 8 — 
in GORDON MAC RAE (Capitol) 
yee 14B “Hair of Gold”................- 9 5 8 
ANNE-VINCENT (Mercury) eee 
THE GREATEST WESTERN 14C “Cornbelt Symphony”. . Se ve 3 8 
SONG OF ALL TIME BLUE BARRON” (MGM) 
Bob Nolan's | tal ee “You Were Only Fooling”........ a Rey 3 8 
° olan s immorta ; > n : : - 
PROGRESSIVE JAZZ 
FIVE TOP PREVIN PLAYS AL JOLSON SONGS OF | CLAMBAKE SEVEN 
THE PIANO ib OUR TIMES Stan Kenton 
ALBUMS Andre Previn Album We. 3 Capitol Tommy Dorsey 
(25 Records Available) Victor Decca Decca Victor 








successful 
Kenton’s orch, with other maestros 
lining up concert dates to get a 
cut of the gravy. 
now there will be at least one a 
week for the next two months any- 
way. 


concerts, 
and Kenton always playing to ca- 
pacity. Interest in bebop and dixie- 
land brought out a sock crowd at 
recent Charlie Parker and Charlie 
Ventura concert, 


‘Jazz Concerts 
Jazz Hub B.0. 


Boston, Oct. 12. 
Jazz concerts at Hub’s Symphony 


Hall have caught on with public, 
and a pretty solid schedule has re- 
sulted. 


Season was teed-off by the very 
two-nighter of Stan 


The way it looks 


Hub has been receptive to these 
with Ellington, Condon 


Odd situation is that advance 


sale of tickets is not strong, with 
fans waiting until the last minute 
to buy which leaves the promoter 


at the mercy of Hub’s weather- 
man, of the mere whim of the 
crowds. 


How long it will be before the 


bubble bursts is anybody’s guess, 
but it seems that everyone wants 
to get in before it does. 
Hall heads are of the opinion that 
too many concerts coming so close 
together will hasten the bursting 
because of the limited number of 
people 
House, which holds 2,800 people, 
is usually 


Symphony 


that can support them. 


scaled from $1.20 to 




















THE BIG SWEETHEART BALLAD HIT 
ON EVERY MAJOR RECORD LABEL! 


SAY SOMETHING 
SWEET TO YOUR 
SWEETHEART 


The New Continental Success 


THE BLUE SKIRT WALTZ 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
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Featured in M-G-M's Big Hit 


“DATE WITH JUDY" 


T'S A MOST 
UNUSUAL DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 











AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 


Garet Romero, Prof. Mgr. 


9109 Sunset Blvd. 
Holly wood 46, Cal, 


1516 Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 


| “Campbell With Noel 


London, Oct. 12. 























Concert and Dance Music# | Noci Gay, Ltd. 

For Your Particular Party# | Campbell at one time was part- 
| nered with Reg. Connelly in the 
‘music publishing firm bearing 
‘their name. Latter, incidentally, 
has just arrived in New York on 
business. 


ORCHESTRAS, TRIOS, STROLLERS 


JENO BARTAL 


330 E. 52nd St., New York, PL. 5-1787 














'’ RAY HERBECK *' 


and His Orchestra 
MUSIC WITH ROMANCE 


featuring 


LORRAINE BENSON 














Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 
Four Weeks Starting Oct. 13 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP, 


' JOE GLASER. 








EXCLUSIVE 
MANAGEMENT— 


rres. 

745 Fifth Ave., New York 22 203 No. Wabash 
PL’ 99-4600 Chicago 

Beverly Hills—Merzanine Floor, Beverly Wilshire Hotel 





Gay |VAUGHN-JACQUET DRAW Pitt’s Local 60 Relents 


| Jimmy Campbell has returned 
| here, after a longtime residence in 
America, and is affiliated with | 


AAG IN PHILLY CONCERT | 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 


jal Vaughn 
‘band drew 2,500 jazz fans to the 
‘Academy of Music Friday 
1(8). Production put on by Norman 
Granz netted its sponsors a $4,500 
boxoffice take. 

Performance also drew one of 


Academy of Music has 





‘ushers and the admonitory signs | 


| ‘Remember the Met” (a local audi- 
'torium which was burned out last 
iyear), the boys and girls kept 
lighting up. 

Incident caused some 
tidn here as to 
the Academy would put its foot 
down against the more raucous 
jazz sessions. Spot has proved a 
‘new lode for the hot-music im- 
| presarios, but they have no way of 
‘controlling the hepsters out front. 
|The Academy on the other hand, 
has just installed all new seats, 


specula- 
whether or not 


Deuble attraciion of singer far- 
and Illinois Jacquet’s 


night | 


! 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


and the venerable concert hall is | 


jealous of its prestige. 





| . - 
| Kenton’s $5,400 in Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Stan Kenton’s orch took out an 
estimated $5,400 for two days at 
the Chicago Civic Opera House, 
Oct. 9 and 10. 

Saturday (9) was a sellout but 
Sunday was only half-sold. 


| 
| 


} 


_ 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 
Local 60 of musicians union has 


| ° ° 
reconsidered its demand that Ter- 


|race Room of William Penn hotel 
/Increase number of 


men in the 


band from eight to 10 and as a re- 
sul, spot will reopen Oct. 22 with 
|dancing and floor shews after a 
‘shutdown of nearly six months. 


Tom Troy, manager of town’s 


‘the most unruly audiences the | leading inn, had threatened to give 
ever | UP : 
housed. The heckling and noise |/°!d policy if union refused to 
‘were constant. Despite the alerted | backtrack. 


idea altogether of resuming 


| 
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Oct. 5th, 1948 


WALTER WINCHELL’S COLUMN: 


“The best song on the networks is that 
BUTTONS AND BOWS’ lyric as rendered 
by Dinah Shore on her new and delightful 
recording. The 


too.” 





‘BUTTONS AND BOWS’ is sung by Bob 
Hope to Jane Russell in the soon-to-be- 
released Paramount Picture, “The Pale- 


face.” 


Music and Lyrics by 


JAY RAY 
LIVINGSTON AND EVANS 


Published by FAMOUS MUSIC CORPORATION 


swellody is  toe-tappy 
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Survey Week of 


Ah But It Happens.... 


Confess 
Cuanto Le Gusta—7“Date With 
Dolores 


& 0.6 © 6.8.0 101010 € 6 @ 6.6.6 @ 6168 6 0 


Hair Of Gold 
Don’t Care Rains Night—7“‘Two 


PWEILtE UPOGC BUM nw cee ese as 
Underneath the Arches 
Until 
Walkin’ With My Shadow.. 


When the Red Robbin Comes Bobbin’ ‘Along eRe ee Bourne 


You Call Everybody Darling . 
You Were Only Foolin 





The remaining 23 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Surv 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 


Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 
A Hundred and Sixty Acres ... 
Cornbelt Symphony 
Everybody Loves Somebody.... 


NEE in sv isn oo hen tsk rear ceed aK ws wb k acta esuceintan Witmark 
PM MAMET ior h ie iid inden CMs see ta be Lk Oe Lee ee 
Here I'll .Stay—*"I Love Life” ........ee0- cob a Chappell 
I INE SU IN gi kiwi k wdc vib bein 0:6 bd0d & ORES Words & M 
If We Can’t Be the Same Old Sweethearts ......... Feist 
NS ET COE e CERT Eee CET ECT ET CT eT Wizell 

It’s a Most Unusual Day—7‘‘Date With Judy”...... Robbins 
A rt ce a eee Leeds 
ae Er eri weer re ee er ee ee Santly-Joy 
ee Tee ee ame ee errr ee Te Republic 
Money Song—‘“‘That’s the Ticket” .............5.. Crawford 
ko ROU BORG SO CIB. 0 os cc cccdccecesssecseet Melrose 
Take It Away + were eT eee 
mee COPA FATT... 00sec s 600.060 0e0s0 cease sen s Bourne 
Things I Love .. Fea aso Seine bate ok ak eee ae Campbell 
te DOG - TiO: AGO acc cece ete er ee beetedaavs London 
When. You Left Me.. Pleo ieee een ... Porgie 
Why Does It Have To Rain on Sunday ..... .. Duchess 
With a Twist of the Wrist . Patmar 





*Tegit Musical. 
» haa aaah il 


Kate Smith Expands 
As Record Jockey 


Kate Smith will move deeper 
into a disk jockey vein on her Mu- 
tual network show, daily, 12:15- 
iz:30 p.m. Heretofore, the singer 
has restricted disk-spinning to the 
use of her own recordings, but 1s 
planning to expand that to cover 
all labels. 


WILL YOU 
BE MY 
DARLIN’ 


JACK AND MARY ANN OWENS 
Tower Record 1228 
KILEY SHEPARD 
Regent Record 
DALE EVANS CLIFFIE STONE 
Gold Seal Record 1920 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 


Garet Romero, Prof. Mgr. 
9109 Sunset Blvd. 1576 Broadway 
Mollywood 46, Cal. New York, N. Y. 


+ Filmusical. 
+++ 


























FROM WALT DISNEY’S TECHNICOLOR 


SO DEAR TO MY HEART 


It‘saballad! It’s a Dilly! 


Lavender Blue 


(Dilly Dilly) 
Santly-Joy, Inc. 


1619 Broadway, New York 
EDDIE JOY, Gen, Prof. Mgr. 


Its a jinge! 


Songs with Largest Radio Audience 


The top 31 songs of the week based on the copyrighted 
ance Coverage Index oh of ry sow Musie Broadcast Over 
Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Ine., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, Director. 
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A Fella With An Umbrella—j“Easter Parade”... . . Feist 
A Tree In the Meadow eeeeeeeeoev eee eeeeeeewetene 


Blue Bird of Happiness ......ececcsceneces 
Buttons and Bows ..... ee eee Tee eee 


eo ee eeresreeesreeeeeeeeee 


Ev'ry Day I Love You—t“Two Guys From Texas” 


‘ep keeeedee tase Leeds 


4449444444464 64464444444464 

















CHRISTMAS POLKA 
Vocal and Dance Orchestrations 
Available 
ORCHESTRATIONS 75 Cents 
SUNSET MUSIC PUB. 
1674 Broadway, New York 19, N.Y. 
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October 1-7, 1948 


... Shapiro-B 
ourne 
sooees kh. B. Harms 
«+. Famous 

a ro a ee Oxford 
COGN” Sex ead ets Southern 
rte ee eee vei. oh Famous 





. Harms 
OPA Rata ee Stowe oe Robert 
Guys From Texas” Witmark 


Isn’t It Romantic—*“Isn’t It Romantic”’.......... Famous 

It Only Happens—7“Easter Parade”.............. Berlin 

It’s Magic—t“‘Romance On High Seas” ............ Witmark 
tt. .. 7 seces oaankee anes on eae ure »»... Advanced 

Ce ts kn ae a paella meh 4ae bab wees eee ea Leeds 

Se Ns ao ks ec poh anbecbabesbees- ceed Kramer-W 
ee, ee nis cc chgaeens sos a0 6 0% Triangle 
ET cnet «a5 by vu bbs emtanaideiia’ hie ecu o-0e Blasco 
Night Has Thousand Eyes—“Night Has Eyes”......Paramount 
Put ’Em In a Box—7“Romance On High Seas”’..... Remick 
Rambling Rose HOY aenh Ny A alg ee Rs aA a Laurel 
Say Something Sweet To Your Sweetheart........ Mills 
This Is the Moment—7“‘Lady In Ermine” ......... Miller 


Nel a mre eae Shapiro-B 

Wee hee sented ea Robbins 

ty Fee ree Pew Dorsey Bros. 
..ee..-.. JOhnstone-M 


Path eeet Mayfair 
Bek Mas Bree Shapiro-B 


ey of Popular Music Broadcast 


eeaeeesieseaeee .. Mellin 
ere ee ee er Sinatra 


ee 


wae Ce, Already! 


George Levy, Leeds Music treas- 
urer, will finally shove off for Eng- 
land Oct. 25 after three previous 
tries. Purpose of the trip is to 
huddle with officials of Peter 
|Maurice Co., British publisher, 
with whom Leeds has a reciprocal | 
publishing agreement, over various | 
problems that have arisen since | 
the deal was launched. Leeds op-| 
'erates a Maurice firm in New York, | 
|and Maurice Leeds, Ltd., in Eng- | 
land. 

Mort Miller, of the law firm of 
Miller & Miller, goes with Levy, 
along with Salvatore Chianti, an- 
other Leeds exec, who will con- 
tinue on to Paris, Italy, Switzerland 
and other countries, to talk with 
Leeds’ affiliates there. 








| 

| Capitol Record Distributing Co., 
Inc., of Georgia, has changed its | 
name to Capitol Records Distribut- 
ing Corp., a Delaware company. 


' Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Oct. 7) 








cS ane Connelly | 
You Can’t Be True ..Chappell | 
Galway Bay ......Box & Cox 
My Happiness ..... Chappell 
Woody Woodpecker ....Leeds 
Dream of Olwen ..... Wright | 
When You're in Love ..Wood | 
Rambling Rose .........- Dash | 
Farr Maurice 
Heartbreaker ..*.......Leeds 
October Twilight ....... Dash 
Four Leaf Clover ..F. D. & H. 


Second 12 


Time May Change. ...Connelly 
La Vie En Rose.......... Gay 
| All Dressed Up... .Cinephonic 
| Million Tomorrows ..Connelly | 

Everybody Darling..... Morris | 


OO eer .Athenaeum 
Buttons and Bows .... Victoria 
Passing Clouds ...... Kassner 
| Meant for Me......F.D.&H. 
a) RE ear Wood 
| Anything I Dream....... Reid 





COlembes 8-8612 


Underneath Arches . .Connelly 
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Survey of retail sheet musie f ; 8 8 
sales, based on reports obtained 8 = > : 
from leading stores in 12 cities, 3 i: % B 
and showing comparative sales b ¥ 3 re 77) 8 a «a |T 
rating for this and last week. E 3 = ¥ £ H q g e/| oO 
=| & 5) e H =) z tT 
| 2 i) ° = > =i © A 
n 5|& s a | ig 315) a | L 
Week ing S)f/@)elglfl*lalalel az 
eek Ending ° siglfle@lslalelgigle 
National - ; = |S iis SEs 
Rating O Cc 4 9 zt -|216 © =| o g 01s £;0 
™ « : -~iagieift 
ml elsigialé : t $\<|§|N 
This Last Fis itis g a s|f& S/T 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher zi6ol/Olu 8 D Siegisisiséis 
WE en ee anid ZiVi L | 
a 1 “Tree in the Meadow” (Shapiro-B) 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 114 
2 a “You Call Darling” (Mayfair).... 2 10 3 ~ 3 2 5 5 3 3 * 3 84 
32 “Its Magic” (Witmark)..... TPR 2 OY OE ee ee ee oe ee ee 
4 3 “My Happiness” (Blasco)........ — ee ee ee ee i ae a ee 
5 5 “Hair of Gold” (Robert)......... 7 6 4 5 5 6 7 ¥ 5 > BO ss 54 
_6 9 “Every Day I Love You” (Harms). 2 eee Tk 2 oe Se 
_tA__7 “Maybe You Be There” (Triangle) 5 7 8 8 8 7 4 9 9Q 6 9 41 
_7B__8 “Underneath Arches” (Robbins)... 6 9 5 .. es PE 6 oo. ee 
8 6 “Love Somebody” (Kramer-W)... POSE er are Pee Ge are 18 
9 10 “Rambling Rose” (Laurel) . SB xe. ee Bis Ba as 17 
10 7 “Bluebird Happiness” (T.B.Harms) 9 .. 10 10 > oe S 200 iger ss 8 15 
11 a “Buttons and Bows” (Famous) eit RO S. OC se “36 "se ee see 13 











On the 


New York 


Artie Shaw gets back into N. Y. 
tomorrow (Thursday) after check 
on Coast into possibility of taking 
over leadership of Coast band us- 
ing his arrangements... Five mu- 
sicians of Orchestre National of 
France, which starts a U. S. tour at 
Carnegie Hall Sunday (17), flew 
into LaGuardia Field yesterday 
(Tuesday); the boat bringing the 
rest of the 96-man band couldn’t 
handle them all... Shelley Manne 
rejoined the Stan Kenton orch, re- 
placing Irv Kluger, drums... 
Herman Schubert denies his Pel- 
ham Heath Inn is for sale... 
Sammy Kaye guested last week on 
Bill Gordon’s WHHM, Memphis, 
disk jockey show, helping spin re- 
cordings—from a Memphis store 
window . .. Korn Kobblers play 
Richmond Better Homes Show for 
nine days beginning Oct. 30... 
Tommy Dorsey aiming to sell his 


tied up at Flushing, L. I 
Chicago 


Ernie Simon, WJJD disk jock, 
along with Bob Elson and Burt 


96-foot yacht, Sentimentalist, now | 


Upbeat 


, Wilson, sportcasters, have handed 
| softball games, with $8,000 going 
ito the Runyon Cancer Fund... 
Henry Busse getting ready for one- 
nighters through midwest, bowing 
in Indiana, Nov. 8... Jack and the 
Beanstalks musical comedy trio, at 
the Orchid Lounge, Springfield, 
Ill., for two weeks . . . Rosemary 
Wayne, disk jockey, started a new 
six-a-week show via WAIT, for Ca- 
nadian Ace Brewing Co. ... After 
Del Courtney’s three-weeker at the 
Trianon, Oct. 19, he will one-night 
through the midwest until he re- 
turns to Chi for a Nov. 19 opening 
at the Edgewater Beach hotel... 


Hal McIntyre set for prom date 
at University of Minnesota, Oct. 
30... Skitch Henderson scheduled 
for the College Inn of the Hotel 
Sherman when the spot reopens 
around Oct. 29... Doe Evans and 
his Dixieland combo set for the 
Bee Hive, Oct. 12... Les Elgart 
orch will do its first one-night tour 
of the midwest, starting out Oct. 
30 in Illinois . . . Toni Rami, vo- 
calist with Wayne Gregg, leaves to 
freelance ... Art Mooney set for 





over 18G to charities through their | 


| two weeks at Oriental theatre, Nov. 
123... Will Back goes into the 
| Plantation Club, Houston, for three 
weeks, Nov. 9, followed by Chuck 
| Foster’s three-weeker . .. King 
| Cole Trio will do a week at the 
Showboat, Milwaukee, Dec. 2... 
Geo. Olsen’s first booking since 
pacting GAC is the Evansville the- 
atre, Evansville, Ind. . . . Woody 
Herman inked for Blue Note, Chi 
jazz bistro, starting Jan. 10 for two 
weeks. Blue Note also bought 
Louis Armstrong for six weeks 
beginning early Nov. ... 


Hollywood 


Jerry Jones has taken 10-year 
lease on Cocoanut Grove bDall- 
| room, Salt Lake City, effective Nov. 
| 1 and will rename terpalace Rain- 
|bo Randevu. First booking is Cab 
| Calloway combo Nov. 3, at $1,000 
| guarantee against 60% privilege. 
| Jones operated the old Randevu, 
| which burned down last winter, a 
| $200,000 loss rt Mooney, 
| after winding present perch at Pal- 
'ladium on Oct. 17, will play 21 
| consecutive dates upcoast to Seat- 
| tle, the swing on back east. . . 
| Johnny Hodges, featured alto horn- 
man with Duke Ellington for 20 
years, has quit to front own combo 
. . . Ted Weems band playing Ara- 











gon ballroom at $3,000 per frame 





























DORSEY BROS. MUSIC, INC 


The Hottest TOMMY DORSEY VICTOR RECORD 


Since “THERE ARE SUCH THINGS” 


NTIL 


by BOB CROSBY, JACK FULTON and HUNTER KAHLER 


— ONLY 7 WEEKS OLD! 


and Already No. 5 


J 


on 


THE 


DISK OF THE WEEK 


., 1619 B’way, New York 


TOP RECORD TUNE POLL 


on BILLBOARD'S 
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, ds at Hotel B.O-’ 
$ ands a ote 8 
t Covers Total 
> Weekn Past Covers 
? Band Hotel yed Week On Date 
t ‘ . ‘ ae ' ) eR: Waldorf (400; $2) .......... ... 0 2,575 43,900 
Fesseeeeseeseeee( Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948) Eady Duchia. ees Waldor ore (40, #19480). 0 100 ‘ton 
¥ s ee t ( m4 . seeeee ’ P Hy 
Compiled for MARTETY Be or eaces 1 Pennsylvania (450; $1.50-$2)... 1 2200 $4,100 


(Copyright, Variety, Ine. 


Song Cavalcade started publication Oct. 6, 1948, and will 
be serialized weekly until brought up' to 1948. 

Legends and other basic background information, attendant 
te the compilation and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 


By JULIUS MATTFELD 


cation serially. 


1948, issue when the Variety Song Cavalcade started publi- 


1813 
The Minstrel Boy. w., Thomas 
Moore. m., tune: The moreen. Lon- 


don: J. Power’s Music & Instru- 
ment Warehouse [,1813]. (in: 
Moore, Thomas. A _ selection of 


Irish melodies, no. 5, p. 23.) 
"Tis the Last R°se of Summer. w., 
Thomas Moore. m., tune: 
oves of Blarney. London: J. 
ower’s Music & Instrument Ware- 
house [,1813]. (In: Moore, Thomas. 
A selection of Irish melodies, no. 5, 
p. 15.) 





Scudder’s Museum, eventually to 
become the property of P. T. Barn- 
um, opened in New York. 

Fashionable ladies used rouge 
and pearl powder, and dresses were 
fuller. 

You could always tell the family 
doctor by his black coat and gold- 
headed cane. 

In New York City the first bil- 


liard table was put up in a house) 


on Whitehall Dock. 

One Frederick Graff in Phila- 
delphia burned anthracite (hard 
coal) in a large stove—a startling 
novelty inasmuch as anthracite 
was considered fit for use only 
by_ blacksmiths. il 

English newspapers and critics 
sneered at the American vocabu- 
lary which had departed consider- 
ably from the mother tongue. 

The Pear’s soap people took to 
advertising in print. 

In Charleston, Mass., the Messrs. 
Pepin and Breschard established a 
circus (circuses were an early and 
very popular form of U. S. show 
business). 


Some 30 daily newspapers cir- | 


culated throughout the nation. 

Commander James Lawrence, 
fatally wounded as his ship “‘Chesa- 
peake” engaged the English “Shan- 
non” cried: “Don’t give up the 
ship” (though the “Chesapeake”’ 
did later surrender with 145 killed 
and wounded). 


Commodore Perry whipped the | st Louis. 


British on Lake Erie and an- 


nounced to General Harrison: “We 


have met the enemy and they are 
ours.” 


Tecumseh, the great Indian. 


chief, was killed. 

Francis Cabot Lowell, a Boston 
merchant and inventor of the 
power loom, established the first 
complete American textile factory 
(the city of Lowell, Mass., is named 
for him). 


Men’s hats (very high) got nar- 
rower brims with a droop fore and 
the men themselves took to 


aft; 1 
wearing whiskers. 


Buffalo, N.Y., burned by Indians. 
The Shawnee Indian chief, Te- 
cumseh, was commissioned a Briga- Moore, Thomas. 
dier General in the British Army 
at the outbreak of the war of 1812. 53 
He was killed in the battle with 


The | 


(Centinved from Last Week) 


trounced the erstwhile enemy at 
New Orleans, not- knowing that the 
war was over. 

The government raised funds by 
taxing watches, hats, caps, boots, 
umbrellas, etc. 

Civic improvements of the year, 
included gaslights in Boylston Hall, 
Boston; municipal gas lighting for | 
Baltimore, and the completion of 
the Fairmount waterworks in Phil- | 
adelphia. 

The North American Review was | 
established, and exemplified the 
magazine-reading tendency of the 
times. 
‘iceecidanamaniaa | 

1816 | 

Jacob Hyer and Tom Beasley 
fought the first ring prizefight in| 
American history. 

“Guy Mannering” was the hit 
play of Boston with Mrs. Powell, a 
popular actress of the time, playing 
the role of Meg. 

Indiana joined the Union. 

A new national bank was char- | 
tered for 21 years with $35,000,000 
capital (the old one had lapsed five | 
years ago, and the nation’s cur- 
rency was in virtual chaos with 245 | 
state corporations individually is- | 
suing their own money). 

Native U. S. manufacture broke 


into full stride, due to the stimulus | 


ef the war which had excluded | 
English products and encouraged | 
national self-sufficiency. 


1817 

Mary’s Tears. w., Thomas Moore, | 
m., Oliver Shaw. Providence, R. L: 
O. Shaw [,1817] (2nd edition). 


James Monroe was inaugurated 





| president, beginning an era called | 


the “Era of Good Feeling” by the | 
Boston Journal. 
Mississippi joined the Union. 
Thousands of settlers moved 
west and the prairies were dotted | 
with log cabins. 
The first steamboat appeared in | 


William Cullen Bryant published 
“Thanatopsis” in the North Amer- 


‘ican Review. 





1818 
Hark! the Vesper Hymn is Steal- 
ing. Part song for SATB with 


tune; Russian Air, arr. by Sir John | 
Stevenson. London: Power 
[,1818]. (In: Moore, Thomas. A se-| 
lection of popular national airs, 
- 1 p. 54-58.) 


in the Stilly Night. w., 


London: J. Power [,1818). (in: 
A selection of 


popular national airs, no. 1, p. 51- 


) 
Silent Night, Holy Night—original 


the Americans under Gen. William German title: Stille Nacht, Heilige 
Henry Harrison (“Tippecanoe”) on Nacht. w., Joseph Mohr. m., Franz 


the Thames 
Canada. 


1814 


The Star Spangled Banner. w., 
Francis Scott Key. m., tune: To 


Anacreon in Heaven, arranged by 
Thomas Carr. Baltimore: 
Music Store [,1814]. 


Strike the Cymbal. Sacred chorus 


for SATB. w., Rev. William 
Slaughton (?); adapted by Benja- 
min Carr in 1812 from an Italian 
operatic chorus, “Viva Enrico,” 
by Vincenzo Puccitta — usually 
misspelt Pucitta, or Puceita; and 
sung under Carr's direction in a 
concert in St. Augustine’s Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa., April 13, 1814. 





The British burned Washington. 

Francis Seott Key, a_ lawyer, 
wrote the “Star Spangled Banner” 
after witnessing the bombardment 
of Fort McHenry (the song was 
adopted as the national anthem by 
an act of Congress in 1931). 

On Christmas day the U. S. and 
England concluded the peace of 
Ghent. 


1815 


On the Banks of Allan Water. w.., 


Matthew Gregory Lewis. m. 


River in Ontario, | 


eve, 1818.) 


"streets of New 


‘lead in 


Gruber. (First sung on Christmas 





Pigs were so common in the 

York that the 

Evening Post started a crusade. 
Illinois joined the Union. 
James W. Wallack made his 


Park Theatre, N. Y., playing the 
“Macbeth.” Meantime 
T. A. Cooper, member of-an Eng- 
lish theatrical company in New)! 
Orleans, was said to have received 
the fabulous sum of $333 per night. 

Josiah White and Erskine Haz- 
ard formed the Lehigh Navigation 
Co. to mine coal near Mauch 
Chunk, Pa.—an enterprise that 
soon ranked with Niagara Falls as 


,an American spectacle. 


Congress put 13 __ horizontal 


stripes into the flag and prescribed 


a blue field with one white star 
for each state. 

The system of pensioning war 
veterans and their widows and 
children was. established. 

Men’s ties sometimes were s0 
stiff and high that the wearer was 
virtually in a vise. 


1819 
The French corset, a two-piece 
affair, laced up the back, and con- 


All Rights Reserved) 
it is suggested thot these installments be | 
clipped and filed for future reference. 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is 
copyright and may not be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


ing it 11 slave states to 11 free 

states. 
The 

first 


became the 
transatlantic 


“Savannah” 
American 


steamer when it made the crossing | 


to Liverpool in 31 days. 

Spain ceded Florida to the U. S. 

Washington Irving’s “Sketch 
Book” was the literary event of 
the year. 

Chief Justice John Marshall of 


the Supreme Court set the prece- | 


dent in (the Dartmouth 
case) that the Supreme Court is 
the tribunal for reviewing laws 
passed by state legislatures. 


The seventh depression since 


1790 now set in, and like most of | 


its predecessors lasted three years. 


1820 
John Peel—also known as: D’ye 
ken John Peel. w., John Wood- 
cock Graves. m., traditional. (Writ- 
ten about 1820.) 





Not quite one-third of all pub- 
lications read in the U. S. came 
from native writers; the rest were 
imported from abroad. 


The game of billiards was 


greatly improved when the old) 
maces were discarded and cues | 


came into use. 
Congress passed the Missouri 


Compromise, allowing slavery in| 


Missouri, but in no other state west 


of the Mississippi and north of | 


36°30’. 

James Fenimore Cooper’s “The 
Spy” appeared. 

Maine joined the Union. 

Edwin Forrest made his debut 


at the Walnut St. Theatre, Phila- | 
delphia. 
The total population of the 


country was now 9,600,000, with 
New York state assuming the lead 
it has held ever since. Westward 
migrations had shifted the center 


of population to Moorfield, W. Va. | 


Men considered watch fobs an 
essential piece of haberdashery. 


1821 
Invitation to the Dance—original 
German title: Aufforderung zum 
Tanze. Piano solo. m., Carl Maria 


'von Weber. op. 65. Berlin: Schles- 
‘inger [,1821]. (Composed in 1819.) 


piano acc. w., Thomas Moore. m., | 





James Monroe was the first presi- 
dent to be inaugurated on the fifth 
of March instead of the traditional 


fourth (because the latter date fell 
/on a Sunday). 


Thomas Moore, m., tune: Scotch | Unon: 


| Air, arr. by Sir John Stevenson. 


Junius Brutus Booth. one of the 
best known actors of the era, made 
‘his first American appearance in 
,Richmond, Va., as Richard III. 
| Ladies’ shoes insinuated them- 
| selves into public view beneath de- 
\cidedly shorter skirts; Nile green 
'was a fashionable color; and jew- 


Love Somebody—Kramer-Whitmey . ... occ ccscessvccccenseseecs 108 
Cuanto Le Guesta—i“Date With Judy”—Southern.............. 96 
ra er re ee ee ere ey eee 94 
Underneath the Arches—ROobbDIns.......ccccccccccccvcesccvccces 93 
The. Money Bonds—-Crawiord ....... ..cccccvecccnscevssecrvsvevcees 82 
Ah But It Happens-——Bourne........... ee eee eee TT ee ee 81 
DE FRATTON BURNCO nw oo ccc dcccen ete cesecectseeetessencs 73 
CRANE, ooo vasa caeueeeene ey ad seen és Cowen Cereb soe 73 
Lonesone—Republic ...... Eee eee Te ee RT ee ee ee a3 
Everybody Loves Somebody—Sinatra........... ‘ rT ee 72 
Walking With My Shadow—Johnstone-Montel.......... eer re. 72 
Tere EF TOC ORL. . gn ccc cee es eed bee ee ee eee tebe 71 
i Raa IN oh og 6 bids, vice aca a A Sw ia OR OA 70 
| When the Red Red Robin—Bourne..................-...cceees 70 
It Only Happens Dance With You—j‘‘Easter Parade’’—Berlin.... 67 
On a Slowboat to China—Melrose.. ip Rigen 2 Fae et ais 67 
| Hankerin—*tTwo Guys From Texas—Remick...............00008 63 
A Hundred and Sixty Acres—Leeds .............cccccccccccvcce 61 
Isn't It Romantic—*“Isn't It Romantic’”—Famous................ 59 
| SWOMth BipSet MAG —GRAGIO.... 2. nce a cccsnccvcceeceeseseecs 57 
See GHG Te APN —-LONGOD. «26 ic bic diccccccstecdecsnciees 56 
Pe ie Se NINO. 5 5c os bs div eva ease b eSaKe ce eoebeaaed 56 
In My Dreams—Wizell Seer eer Cree TT eo he eee 54 
Say Something Sweet to Your Sweetheart—Mills................ 52 
Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life’—Chappell....... .... cc cccccccccs 50 
A Fella With an Umbrella—*‘Easter Parade’—Feist............. 4a 
If We Can’t Be Same Old Sweethearts—Feist................000% 48 
Cornbelt Symphony—Mellin .................cscceccccccese ‘ 48 
Why Does It Have to Rain on Sunday—Duchess.................. 47 
; ae ae PI a. ks oc i ec bern) yk ei wadesedes 46 
It’s a Most Unusual Day—?‘“Date With Judy”—Robbins.......... 45 
|I’d Love to Live in Loveland—BVC................... isiasnss- 
|For You—Harms ......... SRE Te Le PEER OR See Lee 43 
I Still Get a Thrill—Word and Music..... deiee seat es OE REES 6.b8:5: 42 
|Dolores—Famous ..........-. cbsse en eeeepeegesertecececsear 41 
| Beyond the Purple Hills—Goldmine...............cecceecees 38 
| With a Twist of the Wrist—Patmar................seeeeees eee 36 
a er CD. . kia cduca¥ecbevecc«eneicans ‘ooo nead cae 
Put Em in a Box—*‘‘Romance on High Seas’—Remick........... 33 
| You Started Something—BMI......................... seeceeese 33 
| That Certain Party—Bourne............. eS ae #6 hiatal cccccceee B® 
Be TR IO. gnc icc c cece ccceccscccceceeee oon 
Fiddle Faddlie—Mills ........................5. Lead ecceces ae 
Missouri was admitted to the | Steepin Out With My Baby—?‘‘Easter Parade’—Berlin........ 27 
| Steppin Out With My Baby—-i“Easter Parade’—Berlin........ 27° 
| Yours—Marks ...... SPR ee a eS OE ee a} 4% 27 
|I Went Down to Virginia—Jefferson. ...................... bes 26 
_What Did I Do—i“When My Baby Smiles at Me’—BVC........ 24 


elry was made chiefly of polished | 


steel. 


1822 
Possible attempts by European 
|nations to regain lost colonies in 


the Americas, and thus upset the | 


peace of the Western Hemisphere, 
worry. 


1823 
Home, Sweet Home! (Clari: or, 


The Maid of Milan). w., John How- | 


ard Payne. m., “Sicilian Air” [ar- 
ranged by Sir Henry Bishop]. [Lon- 


‘don: D’Almaine & Co., 1823.) 





The Monroe Doctrine was in- 
voked after Spain had shown a dis- 
position to regain her lost colonies. 
In essence, the doctrine stated that 
no European power could seize ter- 
ritory or establish a government in 


the Americas. 


Three-story brick houses and 
street paving were something new 
in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Numbers on houses marked an- 


_other civic improvement. 


The manufacture of pins began. 


the fashion for ladies. 


First steamboat, the Virginia, 


[“Lady C. S.”], arranged by Charles sidered standard feminine equip- ascended the Mississippi River as 


Edward Horn. London: J. Power | 


fea. 1615). 


Andrew Jackson thoroughly | 


ment until the 1900’s, came into 


use. 
Alabama joined the Union, mak- 


far as Fort Snelling, Minn., a dis- 
tance of 729 miles. 


college | 


artists were feverishly 


Boston created a sewage system. band he leads on his radio program to cut the disks. 


Plaited blouses of muslin were 


frees : _ post by Presser directors 
| Geiphia, he also becomes head of the company’ 

|John Church Co. and the Oliver Ditson & tae cae 
(Continued in next week's issue) | are the oldest standard-music publishers 





* New Yorker, ice show; Waldorf, Peter Lind Hayes-Mary Healy. 
+3 days; t9 days; §10 days. 








‘RH’ Logging System 
| Richard Himber’s new development tn logging broadcast perform- 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 
'They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental; 
|2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 major territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 

three territories counts 12; + indicates film excerpt, * stage excerpt. 

Week of October 1 to October 7 





Total 

Song Publisher Pits. 
This Is the Moment—*“Lady in Ermine’—Miller................ 299 
You Call Everybody, Darlin—Mayfair.............. cee eee eee etes 246 
Di Tee Teh Te III won nc necks cnscecess sus noews 208 
I Don’t Care If It Rains—*Two Guys From Texas”—Witmark..... 179 
Hair of Gold—Robert De Rr, ea ee ae ae SRS 163 
You Were Only Fooling—Shapiro...........cccccccisoscecceocncs 162 
Bluebird of Happiness—T. B. Harms............cccccvcevccscees 159 
It’s Magic—t“‘Romance on High Seas”—Witmark............00.. 158 
| Rambling Rose—Laurel as SUA kee se RATA SE SER 
Everyday I Love You—7*"Two Guys From Texas’—Harms....... 119 
DR ORE er OIE «|, 5.5. iv a ah Sed eth ee DERN Oe 8 118 
ss i ee INN cc saree 5c bek & MTP Oe ea eek tue OR b\w ones 116 
|Maybe You'll be There—Triangle......... Sis ie 5 Para it a kets 112 


| Night Has a Thousand Eyes—7“Night Has 1,000 Eyes’—Paramount 112 


| Inside Orchestras—Music 


| Incensed at his inability to come to terms with the American Society 
_of Composers, Authors and Publishers over a performance license for 
his Casino Gardens ballroom, Santa Monica, Cal., Tommy Dorsey last 
| week verged on breaking all ties with ASCAP. He at first ordered all 
tunes published by ASCAP firms to be removed from his band’s li- 
brary at the Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., later reconsidering that move 
and still later straightening out the situation to everyone's satisfaction. 


Carrs American theatrical debut at the Were the latest U. S. international Dorsey was burned over ASCAP’s demand for a full-time license fee 


despite the fact that his beach ballroom has latel 
one night a week. oe Sree 





Columbia Records, to placate Harry James, will release two versions 
of “What Did I Do,” a new Mack Gordon-Josef Myrow tune. Usually 


_waxeries don’t do this, but inadvertently Col etched dual versions in 


the heat of plattering everything in sight late last December, just 
before disk ban. James had reserved the ditty, disked it and didn’t 
know until company released a Dinah Shore rendition that one even 
existed. Bandleader then reminded Col of his “priority,” and label 


has hauled the James’ version out of file 
for November release. and has started stamping it 





Kay Kyser is one bandleader who got lucky 
prior to the Jan. 1 application of the disk ban. 
solid recording hit in some time until the came 
“Ww oody Woodpecker” and it appears he’s now following that up with 

Slow Boat to China.’ Peculiarly, both sides were made during the 
final week of December, last year, when most disk companies and 
recording to beat the ban. Maestro used the 


during the scramble 
Kyser hadn't had a 
up witb the recent 





James W. Bampton, who recently was named pr 
» whe exy of Th 
Presser Co. and its subsidiaries, is a brother of diva Rose co 
at a board meeting in Phila- 


Co. The three organizations 
in the USS. 
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Closing of ‘After-Hours’ Clubs May 
Resolve Talent Problem for Pitt Cafes 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 


bookings for nitery acts ap- 

og be over here despite the 
end of Grand Jury investigation 
that put the finger on three swank 
running up salaries in last year and 
a half trying to outbid each other. 
Although no padlock pyoceedings 
were asked for Bachelor’s Club, 


American Hunting and Fishing 
Club and Lepus Club, despite 
charges of gambling, something 


just as bad has come up. 

In the case of each place, after- 
math of the probe has been a 
recommendation that liquor license 
be revoked, and that would prove 
fatal on all counts. Without booze, 
chances of trio of clubs reopening 
seems improbable. 


It was a real boom for perform- ! 


ers while it lasted, with entertain- 
ers in some cases getting consider- 
ably more than regular week’s 
salary for only five-day engage- 
ments, frequently with just one 
show a night. Downtown cafes, 
open to public (Bachelor’s, Hunt- 
ing and Fishing were private-mem- 
bership clubs) found it impossible 
to compete and as a result great 
deal of patronage was diverted 
from legitimate channels. 

Now. however, spots in Golden 
Triangle are able to capture top- 
flight talent again and flock of 
acts which previously used to go to 


layed such places as Carousel and 


Jixon Cafe, and others are on the | 


way. 

Number of after-hour cases gen- 
erally patronized by show people 
are also on the preferred lists for 
the revocation of booze licenses. 
In fact, one of them, Chelsea Club 
in heart of downtown, has already 
folded because of such a loss, a 
recommendation of the Grand 
Jury. 





Fined on Lewd Show Rap 


Monroe, Mich., Oct. 12. 
May E. Smith, owner of the 
Rustic Lodge, was found guilty 
last week (5) by the Michigan 
Liquor Control Board of permit- 
ting obscene and improper floor 
shows. Nitery had featured a strip- 


teaser and a vocalist, who allegedly | 


sang ribald ditties. 
Spot’s license was suspended for 


seven days and owner fined $300 
and costs by the board. 








» 








EDDY - M 
A 
N 






ORPHEUM ~ 
THEATRE 
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Margery Welles at the Piano 
Mgt.: Ben Lipset 

















WALLY BOAG 


Currently 
VAL PARNELL’S 


“STARLIGHT ROOF” 


London Hippodrome 
SUNDAY EXPRESS .. . “Brings house 


down... an enchanting oct that de- 
fies description.” 

. AMERICA: LONDON: 
Mark J. Leddy Charles Tucker 
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Belgian-Dutch Show 


For Allies in Germany 


Pfungstadt, Germany, Oct. 4, 
Latest addition to the Allied 
| civilian show circuit is a Belgian- 
Dutch combination titled “Travesty 
iand Frolics” and featuring a Rus- 
|Sian Edgar Bergen whose dolls play 
|music instead of talking, plus an 
' Antwerp hillbilly.. The show gave 
its preview after a long trip from 
Brussels, but even so it demonstrat- 
ed plenty of snap. The orchestra, 
directed by Gust Brox, is from Hol- 
land. 

The m.c. is Bob Schoeppen, a 
Flemish “cowboy” guitarist. 


Turek Walks Out 
— Of Fisher Agency 








| Sol Turek last week resigned as 
| booker with the Agthur Fisher 


agency after a tiff with Al Rick- | 
Argument re-| 


ard, agency head. 
i|volved around the repayment of 
Act, Carolyn Marsh, was set into 
the Carman theatre, Philadelphia, 
at $175 weekly, but was cancelled 
jout after two days. She was re- 
| placed by Jimmy Jemai., 
| Rickard felt that inasmuch as 
|reports on the act had not been 
| so forte, Turek should not hold the 
|theatre nor the Fisher estate ac- 
countable for Miss Marsh’s salary 
on the unplayed portion of her 
| date. 
| make up the difference. 

Turek, however, declared that 
Rickard okayed the act despite the 
reports. At one time, Turek said 


he would make up the difference, | 


but apparently changed his mind 
and quit the agency. 
Turek was replaced by 
Deber, formerly with the 
Morris agency in Chicago 
fore that with USO Camp 


SHAY’S QUICK REPEAT 
AT L.A. COCOANUT GROVE 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Dorothy Shay will make a quick 
repeat back into Cocoanut Grove, 
where she set a cover-draw rec- 
ord during August, under a new 


Georve 
William 
and be- 
Shows. 





I | an act’s salary to the Fisher estate. | 
the private clubs have already | 


| wife holds a personal management 


deal which calls for a flat guaran- | 


tee of $3,500 weekly, plus 50-50 
cut of covers after Freddy Mar- 
tin’s ork gets its $3,500 weekly 
salary. 

On her summer stand at spot, 
Miss Shay got a $3,000 guarantee 
and a cut, but during her record- 
breaking engagement, she pock- 
eted personally $16,200 in four 
weeks, as she soared high into 
percentage. 

The Grove has lined up 
‘Brisson, Florence Desmond 
now Miss Shay, to topline during 
‘three-month stand Martin 


attractions are MCA-booked, and 
agency will work out just which 
singer will play which month 


after Miss Shay makes her choice | 
| formed an outfit, Arena Stars, Inc., 


‘of either December of January. 





New Norfolk Nitery 
Norfolk, Oct. 12. 
A new nitery, Windsor House, 
opened here Saturday night (9). 
‘Initial show has Kitty Crawford, 
Garron and Bennett and Gordon 
Ayres. 





Jimmy Fox manages. 
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earnings 


Florentine, H’wood To 
Reopen With New Setup 


Hbdllywood, Oct. 12. 
Florentine Gardens, shuttered 
(for several months, will reopen 
Nov. 14 under new management 
on a popular price basis, with no 
minimum or cover charges. 

New operator is Flotine, Inc., a 
\Syndicate headed by Sidney E. 
| Baskin, an attorney from Chicago. 
|Nitery will be run on a long-term 
lease from Flogar, Inc., owner of 
‘the property. 


Rosen to Appeal 
ARA’s Commission 


Split to Leddy 


Matty Rosen has filed notice of 
|intention to appeal last week’s 
arbitration decision by an Artists 
Representatives Assn. panel award- 
|ing Mark Leddy agency $300 rep- 
| resenting five percent of the salary 
|earned by Helene and Howard at 
' their recent Radio City Music Hall, 
| N. Y., date. Rosen will appeal the 
award before the full board of gov- 
lernors of the ARA. 


Rosen, who handles Helene and 
| Howard, was claimed to have au- 
thorized Mark Leddy and Leon 
Newman, Leddy’s associate, to sub- 
mit team for work in the Music 
Hall. - It was claimed that Leddy 
|and Newman originally brought the 
duo to Music Hall producer Leon 
| Leonidoff’s attention, by inducing 
|him to book the pair for a recent 
|fashion show at Madison Square 
| Garden. As a result of their show- 
|ing there, they were booked into 
ithe Musie Hall. 

Rosen, however, claims that he 
;never authorized Leddy and New- 
|man to submit them. 








Rickard wanted Turek. to At the ARA hearing, Newman | 


produced an affidavit from the 
Music Hall producer attesting that 
the team was booked as a result 
|\of the Leddy-Newman efforts. 
Rosen declared that ARA in 
granting this decision, went 
counter to its own regulations 
which make it necessary for any 
split-commission agreement to be 
in writing. It was admitted by 


Leddy that there was no such writ- | 


ten agreement, but board felt an 
oral agreement must have been 
entered into. 


Helene and Howard have been 
tiffing with Rosen and have gone 
|into court in an effort to break 
‘their managerial contract. Rosen 
has signed the team to a booking 
|contract at the usual 10% commis- 
_sion, and Lorraine Rognan, Rosen’s 


contract for 25° of the team’s 
over $300 weekly. 





'Dancers are using some of the | 


|Rognan when she was partnered 


Carl 
and, | 


band | 
‘essays, starting Nov. 9. All these | 





_new turn, with three boys. 


routines originally devised by Miss | 


with her former husband, Roy Rog- | 
nan, who was killed in the Lisbon | 
Clipper crash in 1943. | 


SPIKE JONES LAUNCHES 
AGENCY WITH 2 CLIENTS 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 


Spike Jones is going into the 
agency biz. He has applied for 
franchises from AFM and AGVA 
and has signed as first two clients 
Dave Rose and Renee De Marco. 

About two years ago Jones 





to handle his troupe. Ralph Won- 
ders quit a top-spot with GAC to 
become prez of this corporation. 
As the operation enlarges to full 
agency scope, Dick Webster, who 
formerly was a GAC v-p in charge 
of Coast ork bookings, will join 
Jones’ setup. 

Miss De Marco is rehearsing a 








Latin Casino, Philly, | 
Sets Advance Bookings | 


The Latin Casino, Philadelphia, | 
has lined up a list of top attrac- | 
tions sufficient to last until the! 
Christmas-New Years show. Fol-| 
lowing current run of Dean Martin | 
and Jerry Lewis, spot gets Ger-| 
trude Niesen, starting Oct. 18;) 
Barton Bros., Nov. 1; Lena Horne, | 
Nov. 8; Ritz Bros., Nov. 22 and 
Mitzi Green, starting Dec. 5. | 

Latin Casino is attempting to) 
line up deals with Joe E. Lewis, 
and Sophie Tucker, but both aré! 
unlikely because of Florida com-_ 
mitments, i 





} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Miami Hotels, Bistros, Make Ready - 





For Influx of Legion Conventioneers 


Wynn’s ‘Laugh Carnival’ 


Set for Curran, S.F., Nov. 7 


Paul Small will preem his pro- 
duction of “Ed Wynn’s Laugh 
Carnival,” a two-day legit type 
vaude unit, at the Curran theatre, 
San Francisco, Nov. 7. Lineup will 
comprise Wynn, Phil Baker, Allan 
Jones, Pat Rooney, Betty Reilly, 
Sid Silvers, Dick and Dot Remy, 
Hermanos Williams Trio, and a 
line. 

Following its run in San Fran- 
cisco, unit will play the Interstate 
circuit around Christmas. Play- 
dates at El] Paso, Dallas, Fort 
Worth, San Antonio, and Houston 
are included. 

Small left for the Coast Sunday 
(10) to supervise the opening. 


Mex Vande Back 
After Five Years 


Mexico City, Oct. 5. 

Ending of the five-year ban on | 
vaude and other stageshows in all | 
cinemas of country by the power- 
ful Confederation of Mexican | 
Workers (CTM) is a big break for 
Mexican performers and possibly 
for U.S. and other foreign acts. 
However, the weak peso and de- 
mand by most alien troupers to be 
paid in dollars is seen, at present, 
as an obstacle to Mexican cinemas 
being fruitful fields for outsiders. 
CTM’s action was in behalf of its 
important member, the National 











Cinematographic Industry Workers | 


Union (STIC) which back in 1943 
engineered the ban on all live 
talent in cinemas to spike its bitter 
foe, the Picture Production Work- 
ers Union (STPC), organized by six 
locals, bolting STIC. 

CTM explained that allowing 
actors to work again on film house 
stages in no way means thrusting 
stage shows down the exhibitors’ 


throats, that it’s optional with ex- | 


hibitors whether or not they use 
performers. Frontline cinemas 
here quit stage shows some time 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


before the CTM ban, contending | 


that they found they were better | 


off with a straight film policy. 





BETTY HUTTON SET FOR | 


RETURN AT PALLADIUM 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Betty Hutton, Paramount star | 
who recently played three weeks | 
at the London Palladium and | 
passed up a fourth week because | 
of a prior commitment, is going | 


|back there next year if she can | 


arrange her motion picture sched- 
ule to that effect. 


“Vaudeville is in heavy demand 
in London,’ Miss Hutton said, | 
“and is wide open for American 
entertainers, provided they give | 
the audience a good show.” 








Miami, Oct. 12. 
The slight damage by hurricane 


| winds Wednesday (6) removed and 


repaired, Miami and Miami Beach 
are readying things for the ex- 
pected 100,000 persons here this 
weekend for. the American 
Legion’s convention. 

Cafes, which normally, book in 
top names to draw business from 
so large a conclave, this time are 
hewing to their normal “lull” sea- 
son bookings. The operators feel 
“draw” bookings aren’t necessary, 
what with. so few spots running in 
the downtown and Beach areas. 
None of the big cafes have opened 
for session, 

The stripperies, on the neon- 
belt fringe however, have added to 
their shows. Local entertainment 
committee for the Legion, headed 
by Copa’s Murray Wienger, are 
attempting a pattern to avoid the 


usual beefs on “clipping” that ac- 
company these meets. Three 
spots, the Clover Club, Five 


O’Clock Club and Mother Kelly’s 
were selected and will be in- 
cluded in the Legionnaires book 
of discount amusements. Stub 
calls for 10% off on each tab. 
Hotel patio setups are cooperating 
also, with no increase in prices 
from the norm; restaurant associa- 
tion also going along, as well as 
other business groups. 

Idea is to keep the conven- 
tioneers and their wives happy 
and content with the Miamis. 

Some 70% of the Legion will be 
quartered in swank Beach hotels, 


| with the top brass in the ocean- 


front skyscrapers. Miami Beach 
Hotel Assn. set nominal rates and 
are including added service to 
keep them happy and content, fig- 
uring good-will gesture will pay 
off in spades. 


There’s no feeding problem, 


| what with some 1,600 places for 


dining open now. Entertainment 
sked includes two huge Orange 
Bowl shows; Coca Cola good will 
bracket duo Morton Downey and 
Dean Murphy in special show. 
Plus these, over 150 tickets in the 
convention book for trips and al- 
lied amusements, all on the dis- 
count plan. 





Walter Newman Orch replaced 
the Buddy Clark crew at El Moroc- 
co, Montreal. Clark is set to return 


| to the Normandy Roof. 
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JACK PARKER 


“THE JACK 
OF CLUBS" 


THE ANKARA 


PITTSBURGH 


Available 
Oct. 25 


Management: 
TOM FITZPATRICK 
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Intra-Union Scrap Looms Over | 
Cutrate Talent Deals in Radio-[V 


An intra-union battle is 
brewing over the status of the! 
sponsvred radio and video shows 
which have performers working at 
cut salaries with differences going | 
to the charity funds of the various 
unions. Problem is likely to come 
up when the American Guild of 
Variety Artists newly elected na- 
tional board convenes Novy. 1 in 
New York 

One of the problems that the 
union will face is increasing solici- 
tation for acts to work video shows 
at cut rates with the AGVA wel- 
fare fund getting a cut from the 
sponsor as a come-on. . 

AGVA has consistently refused 
to sanction such shows on tele- 
vision on the ground that if actors 
are paid full salaries, the chances 
are that they'll. never need to ap- 
proach the union’s welfare fund 
for help. On this promise, AGVA 
kavoed the projected show pack- 
aged for the benefit of the Na- 
tional Variety Artists. 

AGVA’s board is likely to take 
the problem to the Associated Ac- 
tors and Artistes of America and 
will ask that the same principle be 
applied to radio as well. However, 
it’s likely that other 4A unions will 
not agree to such action. Actors 
Equity pitches in for the Philco 
tele show; American Federation of 
Radio Artists supports the Dorothy 
Lamour show for Sealtest; Camel 
show aids the Screen Actors Guild, 
and the new Army Recruiting ABC 
show will have the American Na- 
tional Theatre and Academy get- 
ting a slice of coin. 

AGVA’s stance is supported by 
the William Morris agency which 
has long made it a policy of 
eschewing such layouts. Morris 
agency feels that it’s unfair to ask 
actors to take a cut while agencies 
get full commissions. 
claims that the outfits packaging 
these cut-rate parlays are getting a 
sizable profit out of the deal. 





Candyce & King dance troupe 
posted for Latin Quarter, Miami 
Beach, Dec. 26. 


= s 








» | Nov. 5. 










DAVE BARRY 


America’s Newest 
Great Comedian 
- 

Currently: 
SLAPSIE MAKXIE'S 
Hollywood, California 
PARAMOUNT, New York 
To Follow 
. 


Management: 
HARRY A. ROMM 





Booked by 


HARRY A. ROMM 


38 E. 57th St: 


New York, N.Y 





seen? 











Weinger Feels He Needs | 


Top Acts for Miami Copa 
Miami Beach, Oct. 12. 

Murray Weinger is relaxing on 
former stand that he’d not com- 
pete for top talent for his new 
Copacabana, Miami Beach, set to 
open Dec. 15 

He’s reportedly negotiating with 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis to 
open spot He may have to 
go beyond $7,500 weekly for the 
duo, a price reported to have been 
offered by two other Miami cate 
operators 


Lauder Farewell Tour 
Fizzles, But Morris Agcy. 
Has Another Scot Comic 


The William Morris agency has 
apparently given up the idea of 
getting Sir Harry Lauder to make 
a grand farewell tour of the United 


States Agency has now latched 
onto one of the top Scotch 


comics, Harry Gordon, who's slated 
to plane to the United States 
Oct. 21 for presentation under the 
auspices of the United Scottish 
Clans before submitting him fo! 


| theatres. 


Comic will play his first date for 
the organization in Stamford, 
Conn., Oct. 23, and will follow 
with stands in Detroit, New York, 
Newark and Boston. 

The Morris office has been at- 
tempting to get the aging Lauder 
to play a final U.S. tour. William 
Morris, Jr., agency’s head, spoke 
to Lauder while on a recent trip to 
Europe. However, the retired eomic 
could not be persuaded to leave 


That agency | his native heath. 





SKITCH HENDERSON SET 
| FOR CHI’S COLLEGE INN 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

| Skitch Henderson orch reopens 
‘the College Inn, Hotel Sherman, 
Debut of the remodeled 
bistro has been set back several 
times because of booking agencies’ 
failure to find an orch to play half- 
hour concert, which Ernie Byfield, 
co-owner of the Inn, wants the 
band to give each night. 

Woody Herman backed out of 
the original date, set for Oct. 22, 


extra music cost. 
| however, 


rangements, and has been giving 


posers’ separate segments in his 
dance sets. 


Sillman’s ‘New Faces’ 


For Plaza’s Persian Room 


Leonard Sillman, legit and ra- 
dio producer, will institute a policy 
| change at the Persian room of the 





with the in- 


COLE BEEFS TO UNION 
AS PAYCHECKS BOUNCE 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

King Cole has 
Bailey, prexy of a Negro Musi- 
cians Local 767, that payment had 
been stopped on checks totalling 
$1,135 covering the Cole Trio’s 


last three days’ work at the Red | 


Feather, southside nitery, from 
which Cole departed Oct. 1 follow- 
ing a ruckus with the management. 

Threesome was booked for four 
weeks at $3,500. Had several dis- 
agreements with management 
after latter got miffed because 
Cole couldn’t appear on_ spot’s 
weekly KTLA telecast although 
not cortractually bound to do so 
Bailey called in by Cole, pro- 
nounced conditions “intolerable,” 
and summarily cancelled the pact, 
Cole thereupon moving uptown to 
Billy Berg’s. 

Andy Andrews partnered with 
Paul Shipton in the Feather, ad- 


mitted payment was stopped on 
checks, contending members of 
Cole’s erew left behind tabs of 


“considerable size,”’ and that Cole’s 
manager, Carlos Gastel, also owes 
tabs. He said nitery will 
when tabs are lifted. 


Romm to Head 


MCA Theatre Div. 


Harry Romm is joining Music 
Corp. of America as head of its 
theatre dept. 


that spot, will be moved up as co- 
_ ordinator of the theatre and cafe 
depts. Larry Barnett, current co- 


ordinator of the talent sector, will- 


inasmuch as he 
New York and 


but 
between 


supervise, 
shuttles 


Beverly Hills offices, bulk of the | 


work will be done by Dugan. 
Romm’s move into MCA is re- 

|garded as a surprise inasmuch as 

‘he had intended to continue as an 


independent agent and produce oc- | 
He recently com- | 
pleted “Ladies of the Chorus” for | 


casional films. 


Columbia release, and 
ously “Swing Parade,” 
gram. 

Romm is expected to bring to 
MCA a sizable talent list including 


previ- 
for Mono- 


Connee Boswell, Burl Ives, Three | 


Stooges and the theatre bookings 
of the Andrews sisters. Prior to 
going in for himself, Romm was 
head of General Artists Corp. the- 
atre dept., for many years. His 
brother, Leonard, is now head of 
the GAC theatre sector. 

Romm is expected to start at his 


with claim that cost of arrange new post next Monday (18). Jack! entertainers. R 
ments would be too expensive. | Edwards, now assisting Dugan in! Dane, have been fined $50 each for | 
Also Elliot Lawrence and Shep |theatre bookings, will continue in| doing a free guest act at Lar 
‘Fields nixed the deal because of that post. Jack Lenny, associated | potter's Supper Club wad 
Henderson, | with Romm in his indie agency, is! : 
has many special ar-'expected to branch out on his own. ' been fined $50 each fo 


Dugan took off for a week’s va- 


Gershwin and other modern com- cation in Bermuda last week upon ! 


completion of deal with Romm. 
| 


| Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, Oct. 12. 
Bob Cosgrove back to N. Y. C. 
after a six-week vacation here. 
Annual checkup rated him an aill- 
clear to resume work. 
Mary Lou Weaver all agog over 





beefed to Ed 


pay off 


Deal was finalized | 
last week. John Dugan, who held | 


Keen Competish Induces Coast Niteries 
To Lift Ceiling on Talent Budgets 


| + ; mr sh Oct. -« i 
oe ’ our top spo ve earmarke 
| Trio of McConkey Agcy * (talent outlays of more than $35,- 

Toppers Ankle to CRA 000 for next month in what ap- 
McConkey Agency's New York | Pears to be start of all out nitery 
‘office last week lost several of its| War with talent benefiting from 
staff to Consolidated Radio Artists, | Conflict. Established spots are go- 
Hattie Althoff, McConkey’s N. Y. | ing heavily to, meet threat of new 
general manager, Larry Meyers Florentine Room, Beverly-Wilshire 
and Bob Goodhue of the cocktail hotel, which opens Nov. 17 with 
dept., shifted over to latter agency. Kay Thompson and Williams Bros. 

Miss Althoff will head the vaude | Understood contract calls for $10,- 





dept. at CRA, while Meyers will 000 weekly against undisclosed 
handle the cocktail dept, and Percentage = 
Goodhue will be in the concert To meet competition, Slapsy 


Maxie’s has booked Spike Jones 
troupe to open Nov. 8 at flat $10,- 
500, heftiest budget since Devores 
bought place last year. Ciro’s has 
|pacted Morton Downey, opening 
Nov. 12 for two weeks, four days, 
at fiat $5,000 weekly, largest coin 
paid a single act by Sunset Strip 
spot in over a year. Cocoanut Grove 
of Ambassador hotel, which has 
Freddy Martin returning Nov. 9 at 
$3,350 weekly, has booked British 
mimic Florence Desmond, to share 
billing with him. She'll get $2,500. 

Indication of way clubs are un- 
leashing bankrolls is given by 
Club Moderne, Long Beach, which 
has King Cole Trio at $3,500 week- 
ly in for two weeks starting tomor- 
row (13). 


dept 

With enlargement of staff, CRA 
hopes to attain wider coverage in 
all branches of show biz 


Berle’s Tele, Radio 
Shows May Stymie 
Miami Cafe Deal 


E. M. Loew, operator of the 
Latin Quarter, Miami Beach, is 
discussing a deal that would make 
Milton Berle the busiest performer 
in show business. Deal would have 
| Berle play four days a week at the 
Florida spot (Thursday to Sunday) 
at a reported salary of $10,000. 

If Berle accepts, he'll start the | 
week by preparing for Tuesday’s | 
Texaco Star Theatre tele show, and M ha S n Bei 
|! do the Texaco radio show Wednes- | enas kulnik ing 
days. He'd fly down to Florida to es 
do cafe stint the rest of the week | Angled for British Tour 
and plane back Monday. _| Hyman Zahl, English agent, 

However, it’s doubtful that his | planed in this week from London 
tele and radio sponsors, Texaco,|to angle a deal with Menasha 
would permit such a strenuous | Skulnik, Yiddish comedian, for a 
schedule. series of dates in the British Isles. 
|Zahl plans to present Skulnik along 


COAST AGVA FINES 6 the same lines as Hohn Boles, 


| whom he toured in the provinces 
FOR CUFFO GUESTINTS and recently signed for a date at 
‘ | the Palladium, London. 

Hollywood, Oct. 12. | Zahl will also attempt to line up 
The American Guild of Variety |a series of U.S. dates for British 
Artists has implemented its cam-|comics Issy Bonn and Norman 
paign against its members doing Evans. He also may set some Brit- 

free guest appearances in niteries | ish dates for Ben Blue, comedian. 
}or working side-by-side with ama- | ———— 


teurs by fining half a dozen per- | 
COMEDY MATERIAL 


| formers caught violating the rules. | 
Don Corey, emcee in show at , 
Ace Cain’s, violated a rule by intro- wae = Branches of Theetricals 
ducing to the nitery patrons film FUN-MASTER 
| actor Bobby Jordan, and the latter | “The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
| broke a rule by getting up and do- | 
| § ; : Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 
| ing a free act. Consequently Corey 
| has been fined $100 by AGVA’s | 3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
| trial board, and Jordan $50. | ve in each book) $10 per book 
: a ans [KE COPY OF “HU gi. 
Two other established nitery ] NESS.” ‘The Show-Bir Gasacine with 
each $3.00 minimum order. 
Send 10c for lists of other comedy 


ay Mayer and Jeff | 
material, songs, arodie 
patter, Reseiidiate. ake. s, minstrel 


NO C€.0.D.’8 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. Sith Street, New York 19 

















Sherry Adair and Billy Day have | 
r working on | 
,a show with amateurs. 

















‘Ziegler Loses Suit 
~ In Partnership Snarl 


| Agent Jules Ziegler’s suit against | 
| Hiram D. Rickert, head of Major 
, Productions, for $50,000 damages | 
for claimed breach of contract was | 
|dismissed last week by N. Y. 
| supreme court Justice Henry Clay | 


| —ay 
| 


JACQUELINE 


HURLEY 


Acrobatics in Technicolor 


CURRENTLY 


| Plaza hotel, N. Y., 
| stallation of kis “New Faces” re- 
vue, Dec. 16. It's the first cafe 
date for this layout and the first 
time this swank room has gone in 
for this type of show. 

| Format will be similar to that 
/used on the Maxwell house air 





the birthday party tendered her by, Greenberg. Court also refused to | 
the A. M. Heinrichs, of Cleveland. | 8rant Ziegler an injunction which | 

Dr. Edgar Mayer, former medi- would forbid Rickert from breach- | 
cal superintendent of the N.V.A.|ing one of the alleged arrange- | 
san, now professor of medicine at, ments in the claimed partnership | 
Cornel Medical Center, N. Y. C.,,deal in which Ziegler was to. 


in as a guest speaker at the Tru- receive fr 
deau School of Tuberculosis. be otice space, help and | 


Biltmore Bowl 
Los Angeles 


BERT COLLINS, Per. Mgr. 


2134, Se. Hamilton Drive 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 














HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 
CHICAGO, Chicago 
Following With Club Dates 

in New York 
Dir. MATTY ROSEN 


' show. Talent will be integrated to 
comprise a. U. S. version of the 
Gallic Campagnons de la Chanson 
with cast comprising Jay Pressons, 
Eleanor Jones, Jean Barton and 
Jack Williams. All appeared on the 
air show. Newcomers will  in- 
clude Carlton Carpenter, Lorraine 
Browning, and a song and dance 
group with choreography by 








Charles Weidman. 
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CLUB BAGATELLE 
NEW YORK 


All Major Networks 
Theatres and Clubs, 
U. 8. and Canada 


2908 KAO Building, New York 20, N. 





AMERICA'S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 






Personal Direction—ED KIRKERBY 


RCA 
VICTOR 


FAVORITES 


¥. Ciccle 6-9366 








,Cab Calloway. 


took time out to mitt the gang at 
the Rogers. 

Birthday salutations are in order 
to George Powers, Alice Dudley, 
Dr. Francisco Montano, Mary Lou 
Weaver and Dolly Gallagher, all 
Rogerites. 

Tom (IATSE) Curry, who cured 
here, getting the final checkup 
from Dr. Edgar Mayer in N. Y. C. 

Ben Schaffer to N. Y. C. for a 
10-day furlough, ditto for Joe De- 


Nicolo, who will vacash in Brook- , 


lyn. 

James Wotton elated over sur- 
prise visit from James, Jr., Mar- 
guerite and Lillian Wotton. He’s 
now recuping from a setback that 
shot him back to the infirmary. 

Frank (Par) Hynes off to Flush- 
ing, L. I, for a two-week vacation. 

Forrest “Slim” Glenn has been 
‘added to the Rogers staff as or- 
derly. 

Durgans, one of the few niteries 
to remain open during the winter, 
has booked Arque Dickenson and 
his 4 Honey Dippers, formerly with 
Band features Ray 
Coiby, Eddie Shores and Happy 
Caldwell. 

(Write to those who are ill,) 


He telephone service. | 











ee 


EMCEE 


“THE ENTERTAINER’S 
HANDBOOK.” Packed 
with Parodies, Band Nov- 
elties, Monologues, Pat- 


_ Ziegler claimed that he and| 
| Rickert entered a_ partnership 
|arrangement early this year in 
| which he was to give his services | 
while Rickert was to provide all 
| financial backing. Ziegler claimed 





Rickert breached this arrange- | avian te ye 
ment. | issues, $1.00. Get yours 

Court ruled that arrangement | FRANKEL” Deak essa 
did not constitute a 8. Homan Ave., Chicago 





sda partnership | 
and dismissed the suit. 23, tlt. 

















WORLD RENOWNED MENTALISTS 


VALDO and PRINCESS PAT 


IN A FAST MOVING SPECTACULAR PRESENTATION 
OF MENTAL FEATS 


Personal Management: 


MAX TISHMAN 


1674 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
Plaza 7-5495-6 
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Wednesday, October 13, 1948 VARIETY 


t = 
pletely recovered from her injuries 

{suffered in the Lisbon Clipper 
crash, Miss Markoff reveals her old 


Night Cub Reviews SS 


hz eh smash stuff all the way. | Seen 3 nen ey yer J 

e $7,500 talent outlay includes | DOOS!€-woogie vers 0 saul duit mirreienias on 

Moroccans (4), Unger Eddie Oliver's orch, now packaged | Flight of the Bumble Bee,” a take- J. _ ‘: 
Pins | sith Melodears (6) and Al | with Hildegarde. It’s a smart job | off & Khatchaturian’s ‘ Sabre N is in necti vith bills below indicate opening day of show 
Rae “Rod Aissander Al White ‘of packaging for the band provides Dance,” plus a vocal on “Golden Numerais in connection \ s below , pening day 

i Siega ’ » ’ 


lush backi f h ne a Earrings * She makes a solid im whether full or split week. 
- : | 1US acKing for her numbers an : Pe “sel Letter in rentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
Marcia Leighton, Red | MMCTONS, pression with her manner and in- (P) th mae (BR) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 


47 m 


Sr Pee 








Harem, N.Y. | 
Piroska, Wally Wanger Girls, 








Charles Blackman Orch, Dave Rob. |d0es an excellent job of dishing | 


erts; $2.50 minimum. 





Nat Harris has taken a terrific 
chance reopening the Harem with 
the current bill of comparatively 


the way. 

Often he makes some of his trite 
material sound far better than it 
really is. 
book number, which is standard in 


aaetie +4? : . Bi |ture. Otherwise the atmosphere is F! Buddy & Jean Oliver Travers Paul Whit : 
his repertoire, but it’s still good| tudes for Sleazy-Bilt Clothes. As | ' Dick & Dot Remy | Esy Morales Ore au te ; 
for Jaughs, bul, most of his other #, product of radlo, Burros ties | eins Den Avion batoaing tour’ riiue'the ew. | ceutee ste | Menger | Ror obesce | 

, eae ineire’t im, but | violinist Don Avlon batoning a four) State (1)* 14-16 a El Chico f 
stuff needs a going-over. He works| _ meee Se oe ne oe, ut | g eine ea gus Heetaerve Poracnta tone |aee 


30 minutes, and there’s never a 
lagging interest. 


Delage has a bagful of magico 


He has an autograph-| 


_ dansapation. Kap. 





Mayfair Reom, Chi _- 
(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
| Chicago, Oct. 8. 


Boulder Dam and the Waukesha 
| Natural Bridge are top stuff. No 
| less so is his version of the Radio 
‘Philosopher with sub-corny plati- 


Ray Morton’s orch continues to 
| turn out danceable tunes. Bazt. 


strumentation. : 
' In native style, Pancho Pistolas, 
;}a Mexican import, delivers several 


* South-of-the-border ballais with a 


Pistolas has a first- 
rate singing style and a good reper- 


soothing tenor. 


the spot proper. 

Also incongruous is the faded 
‘tropic palm decor, probably a 
| hangover from some previous ven- 


piece combo as well as handling 
| the emceeing. Talent consists of 


| George Mihaeledes, fair singer of 











NEW YORK CITY 

Capitol «t) 14 
T & S DeMarco 
Buck & Bubbles 
Bobby May 


Bradley & Carter 
Max Armstrong 
two to fill 

| BALTIMORE 

| Hippodrome (i) 1 
Mickey Rooney 
Fred Lowery & Rae 


Gene Barry 
S Taylor & Barry 
Peiro Bros 


Alan Reno 
two to fill 
BUFFALO 
Buffaio (P) 14 
Frankie Carle Bd 


Palace (i) 15-17 
“Follies Caprice” 
Sylvia Manon 3 
Dick Vernon 
| Salt ’n Pepper 
| Eddie Kozak 


Kaye & Karroll 
Morey & Eaton 
Larry Daniels 
Mack & Desmond 


Billington , 
E Gordon & Nancy 
Scott & Foster 

A J Powers 

Paul Berny 


| WOOD GREEN 


eo my ? (Ss) 1 
Frankie Howerd 
Adrienne & Leslie 
| Morgan & Boyle 














Alvarez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 
Ebony 


Pearl Primus 
Rimmer Sis 
Cook & Brown 


| Maria T Acosta 
Trio Casino 
| Rita & Rozino 


say Son »se Mari Benson & Mann Billy Cotton B Irving & Girdwood 
no-name value, and it'll require an Abe Burrows with Herman'tory of genuine Latin numbers. nN Dranteynie Ire Berk & Totton N&B a | John Watts 
equally terrif job of exploitation | Saunders, accompanist; Ray Mor-| Flamenco terping is supplied by © Ae hay Sageare tay i330 
to operate on that basis. When ton Orch; $3.50 minimum, $1 cover. | Antonio and Jose Manuel against} Robert DeVove Dewey Sis 
once the customers are inside | ——- a “Carmen” musical background Edwina Eustis J Lane & Birds Cab t Bill 
there’s enough entertainment to Opening night audience was a/ with plenty of verve and fancy foot noes. Biome Mayers E Dred are S$ 
satisfy most tastes; but the idea, pushover for Abe Burrows’ literate clicking. This is a standard bit for Rockettes. Burns 2 & Evelyn 
first, is to get em inside! gibes, even though it was more this type of cafe. Corps de Ballet CHICAGO 
The talent outlay is headed by of a cross-section crowd than a One of the top features of the , + (P) 13. Chicago (P) 13 NEW YORK CITY 
a young comedian who’s_ been | claque turnout. Comic, making his place is the hot rhumba rhythms Erskine Hawkins Ba re arg Reeroee 
around for years, despite his com-| first Chicago appearance, worked supplied by the Manuel Jiminez | Delta a Al Bernie Bagatelle Hotel Piccadilly 
arative youth. That would be up prime responses that assure him combo, a tightly knit and peppery Powell & Sowser | Lewis & van ‘ny A Dell Trio 
Red Buttons, who’s played bur-/ of expansive followings on repeats aggregation of string and percus- § Churchill nae Penes Greta Lind a 
lesque, smaller cafes and more re-| in these parts. — sion units. Lazaro Quintero’s orch “ Rexy i) 18 Ray & Nardo Bive Angel beseiied Coartstane 
cently has clicked in Broadway Onetime radio scripter isolates also dishes out hot chile numbers, jjarie McDonald | Barr r. Rates —— oy Leo Reisman Ore 
musicomedy. The Harem is prob-|the threadbare in Tin Pan Alley, and backs the show in sharp style. | Shyrettos tC MARTFEORD Aileen Stanley Jr- a yy Ma 
ably his biggest chance to date.| Hollywood and Kilocycle Corner, Herm. oo — wr 1s _ State (1) 15-17 Stuart Ross Nycola Matthey Or 
And he makes good. _then proceeds to caricature it in | -scieiiMtapaeasdestsl Freddy Martin | ae Cavallaro Ore Kilie, Larkin 3 seats Otaees 
The Unger Twins have been as- choice style. His songs ridicule Olwmpie Casine. N. ¥ Blair & Dean | Valley Arena (I) 17. Pat Harrington Germaine & Roger 
sembled as an act by Al Siegal, and trite sentiments and _ standard . P : De ae | eee Jimmy Dorsey Ore | Cafe Society } ig, SR 
they are reviewed extensively un- | cliches via the epitome technique. Don Avlon orch (5), George | crotona. (i) 18-19 VF gy Aven kana Van Smith Ore 
der New Acts. They're accomped | The method is to push a concen- Mihaeledes, Betty Mitchell, Nicho- | rhe Fredarrys MIAMI Deve Martin Ore Hotel. St Morits 
n a song and dance turn by the| trated bromide to the brink of |!as Gerakaris, Eileen & Virginia’ Kay & Karroll , Qremele ©) 19 |, Sqpeenbone a oe 
Melodears, gal sextet. Siegal is at | absurdity rather than to drench | Dimas, Alice Nicholas; no cover OT | ‘Windsor () 15-17 a Copsey & Ayres L & E Roberts 
the piano for this one. it in acid. Nobody gets hurt and | 'umum. James 5 ie Prof Backwards Olga Suares | ate Coes 
And there’s Delage, one of the|there’s no blue. Te a me ee Romaine & Babette | nett, Wheeler Sonne ‘Calaiié | Fred’ Marks 
most enterprising magicians| In his fast-moving 40-minute A SaTOCS, HST SOUS WOES OU i Ray & Metin =| ecantaatings M Durso Ore Soft Winds 3 
around, assisted by an unbilled | stint comedian puts the end-all on | ell in this Eighth Ave. area, a few BROOKLYN | OKLAHOMA CITY Alvares Orc Herman Schoon 
irl a half dozen songs, labeled as love | blocks from Times Sq., since the | Flatbush () 15-17 | Oklahoma (W) 16 | China Doll Hotel St. Regis 
gic. : F = : ee aes ne ‘ ad t hborhood I ri]y | Val Eddy | Lionel Hampton O Noro Morales Orc Nan Wynn 
Buttons is getting the top billing | type, Gypsy type, French type and | adjacent neighborhood Is heavily | wartin & Florent | Red & Curley Jose Curbello Ore Laszlo & Pepito 
here, and rightly so. He has poise,| SO on. Weak by comparison is populated with those of Hellenic Al Stevens PHILADELPHIA Florence Hin Low M Shaw Orc 
ase Fuletotes é “Tokvo.” illustrati the topical | origin. However, a major disad-|3 Poms Carmen (1) 16 Joe bg | Hotel Roosevelt 
an assured delivery and the sort of| 40Kyo, Illustrating the topical | % me tn the Civniae % ey QUEENS Monette & Perry Beatrice Fung Oye | Guy Lombardo 
little-boy quality that labels him|type. The others are fine satire, | vantage Is the Olympics location) jamaica (i) 13-16 | julia Cummings Line (7) Hotel Savoy Plaza 
“cyte” for the dames as soon as he| Shaped to catch full measure of |in the rear dining room of a bar. The Elgins | Eddie White Diamond Horseshoe | Franklin & Moore 
walks on. His material frequently | laughs and applause. | Potential customers who may be | $° Quer © Fae eanes eg eee wie a 
misses fire, but he’s the sort of| Comic goes to the keyboard for | attracted by the street bally have pot & Barney | uicepeuten (i) 17 Billy Banks Vincent Lopez Ore 
performer who keeps punching all travesties on film travelogs. His the bar, a sandwich counter and a_ Peter er | Vaughn Monroe Ore ae ee Charlie. Drew : 
“ding-dang documentaries” on |jukebox to hurdle before they enter ROCKFORD ote arwick 


Gene Marvey 
Ann Hathaway 
Jan August Ore 

Latin Quarter 
Ted Lewis Ore 
Don Saxon 


Geraldine DuBois 
Andrea Ders 
Costello Twins 
Prominaders 


, { iv ‘ , : 17-20 E Vizcaino Ore rs 4 
tricks. He hits hard, works fast {native tunes; Betty Mitchell, so-so | wanace’s Puppets | Flora Drake _ Embassy By © —_ Se 
and is a click the moment he walks Maisonette. N. Y. |terper, and guitarist Nicholas Gera-|J & J Biair | WASHINGTON Anjos Do Infernos 


on, most of the time with standard 


- — (HOTEL ST. REGIS) | : , ’ & Stelling & Stiles Roy Milton Bd Sacasas Orc Campagnons De La 
stunts, but all done with a savoir; y ta . q | drowned out by the bar’s blaring “sound BROOK —B Raeburn Ore Harem Chanson 
mecha : | Nan Wynn; Milt Shaw an k . Pearl Bail 
faire that most veteran magicos g | Juxe. Broek () 1617 | Step Bros Red Buttons eo ced 
—_ oS = 7 *| Laszlo & Pepito orchs; $1.50-$2 ? . . E & A Corda P Markham Co Don Dennis Szonyis 
never acquire in a lifetime of per- | coer : Other gals warble Greek airs and Roierty Welch The Del Mars 'uger Twins Ted Straeter Ore 1 
forming. The best stunt, of course, | , contrib native dances while garbed ‘elodeers z Gringo Ore : 
atone pr es Incked in| oc ’ ; in appropri , mes. , \iarcia Leighton @ Perroque 
is the one in which he’s locked in} yen August, the maitre d’ at dan tain eciaeae es Somes ate BRITAIN Moroccans Hugh Shannon 
the trunk. In a matter of seconds| this downstairs room of the St. | vey ‘i Pubes s- Rod Alexander Stella Brooks 
he’s out of it, but the girl is in it , ; 2 *..; revue seems like a logical idea BIRMINGHAM Palladium (mM) 1). V Travers Ore Le Ruban Bleu 
nes oul OF It, Regis, can’t quite figure out why! som a geographical standpoi t. | Hipped an tt) Geeen De Lage Connie Sawyer 
instead. This, of course, is done , ” dene | 2 Seographical standpoint, | Hippodrome ecoese Fade ama Thelma Carpent 
7 “cee : ithe suddenly bullish business un- |; hvsical loc: Frank Randle | Ella Fitzgerald Wanger Line helma Carpenter 
behind a raised curt: - | the physical location of the room |, : | Tees Pirosk Will Jordan 
ehind a raised curtain. . less there no longer is the ; : : : ». | Gus Aubrey | Borrah Minevitch iroska a 
. , j : $e eo > itself is no help to the Olympic’s | Ben Warren Tr | Harmonica Rascals |D Roberts Orc Raymond Chase 
Rest of the show comprises, |, o Ir t , Pp | a Ra: 
lv F herer “itl competitive Iridium Room upstairs | gyuccess, Gilb Hal Swain Co Florence Desmond _. Mavana-Madrid Julius Monk 
notably, the Four Moroccans, wi ) to siphon off some of the trade. | Rita Shearer | Tommy Fields | Tito Guizar Normann Paris 3 
their phenomenal acrobatics that ‘Latter was the No. 1 attraction but A J Powers | Wences tf & P Rodriguez Leon & Eddie's 


have now become. standard in 
American theatres and cafes. 
They're always pretty close to be- 
ing sensational, and they don’t 


r ; Adrienne ¢ 
i : . | Warren j -e Mor ™ Karlos & 3 
we FH ot is the show's | merchant. irer, Neil Golden and Max Chami-! Latona & Sparks [-yt—- |George De Witt lh 


ballerina, and she has a brief turn 
that clicks. Rod Alexander also 
has a brief dance stint and ditto 


for Mons. Piroska. , ‘formance for its solo act seems Phere of this top Montreal room is Vurpph®c& Mer'® | jJume ine Nest “Fittn. Ave | Jee LaPorte Ore j 
, rhe Wally Wanger Girls are cufficient. It was found that some upset this week with four fast mov- | BRIGHTON | Polaco way 11 | hanes Answows D’Aquila Ore ; 
orchidaceous” enough to round ‘o¢ the fashionably late-dining cus- ing acts headed by the raucous Hippodrome (M) 11 | Norman Evans | Kirkwood —- 
out the show, whose motif is at tomers prefered either marathon | Magico of Dell O'Dell, the juggling | !ssy_ Bonn 7a 34... Hazel Webster i a 
least partially that of the Middle qansapation or resented the 9:30 of Charles Carrer, the harp-vocals \cihie Bros Radcliffe & Ray | PGE e Fenale | Tops & Wilda 
East, in keeping with the decor “act” claiming it was interfering |Of Ruth Dienes and the terping of 1 & D Kendall |M & C Gray | Maxime Sullivan ae RP nt 
of the Harem. with their dining at just the wrong |Jola and Arthur Thomas. |Fcancanas Austin & Worth | Clarke Morgan eg Amey 
Charles Blackman batons the! period. Certainly, for those who| Opening spot goes to diminutive F“Wuiteley Co | gmeirs iw 1) | “ivters ah 

orch for the show, and he does an} want supper divertissement, this | Charles Carrer, whose Swiss accent Samba Caballeros | | 2 Dancettes | Jack Cole Ders aha toes 
effective job. Kahn.. | gives the room added post-theatre |82d quick smile set him solid from F'ZSBURY |, PARK nnn agg earn are Spivy 

‘pull, heretofore a» weak segment the teeoff. Working from a port- 10 Starlets |M & P Honri Tony Bavaar raith Plat 

‘of the Maisonette’s business. ,able bar, Carrer mixes 12 drinks Cavan O'Connor | Nor Kiddie 


Cocoanut Greve. L. A. 


is due to become the enlarged 
King Cole Room (bar and main 
grill), now that the 5th Avenue 
,frontage has been leased to a 


The Maisonette remains one of 
,the nicer bistros in town, in a 
‘hotel or otherwise, and seemingly 
ithe theory of only a midnight per- 


'karis. Latter’s stint was all but 


Normandie Roof, Mont’l 


Montreal, Oct. 7. 
Dell O'Dell, Iola & Arthur 
Thomas, Ruth Dienes, Charles Car- 


tov orchs; cover $1 weekdays, $1.50 


| Saturdays and holidays. 


The usually staid, polite atmos- 


i.ee Noble 


‘ohn Boden 
Mandalay Singers 
} BRADFORD 

| Alhambra (M) 11 
John Boles 


Bill Kerr 

V & J Crastonian 
Walter Nible 

3 Robertis 

Hope & Ray 


Howard (i) 15 


Dick Henderson 

| Annell & Brask 

2 Cromwells 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S$) 11 


| Hyde & Marker 
| Lai Founs 

| Katz Sax 6 

| Palette’s Dogs 

| Allen Bros & 


Pupi Campo Ore 


Trini Reyes 

Ralph Font Ore 

| Machito Ore 

| Hotel Belmo’t-Plaze 
| Eddie Stone Ore 


| Barbara Blaine 

H Hotel Biltmore 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Harold Nagel Ore 

i Hotel Edison 


Donn Arden Line 


Le Directoire 


Eddie Davis 

Art Waner Ore 

Wallis & Carroll 
Doris & Robert 
Ralph Young 


Old Roumanian 
Satie Banks 
Johnny Howard 
Sandra Kirlay 


Bob Grant Ore 





b " : , ;) R Piat & Naudy | Terri Carol Wal Ny 
; | So far as Nan Wynn is con- . : ge gages we pe Peters Sis Boy” Frene e phew vllllg + F | Panchito Ore 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) ‘cerned, the room is somewhat’ shakers with muc skill and Bryan Michie Co | Duncans Collies Hotel Ambassador | Village Barn 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. * 


; } ’ | O68 ; little mechanic imes | | William Adler Ore Yank Yankovic Ore i 
Hildegarde. Eddie Oliver Orch mike-less is good but, due to the |. ee WW. see, os GLASGOW Empire tm) tt | William Scotti |Montero & Yvonne ' 
(11); cover $1.50 weekdays, $2 special type interior, here is an|"') . S. | , Smpice Ga) 1 | macDonald & Ennio Ore Piute Pete i 
Saturdays ’ “" \instance where amplification would | Newcomers to the Roof are Iola Henry Mall Ore | Graham me, EA. 4 Villoge Venguerd 7 

“a Sindee ‘be an asset. Essentially a mike 224 Arthur Thomas, who are never ¢° Mf Harrison | M_Colleano Co | Three Bune. — yg net 7 bE 

: —, r : af” ‘ a. | sensational with their offerings but | Jill Manners | Elsie Bower Hotel New Yorker | Billy Taylor q 

wee Grove vert out for this songstress, she found in a ‘te |always competent and polished. , Meribeth old | co ae Ray McKinley Ore| Waldorf-Astoria : 
show, shelling out $7,500 for talent, vantage in a more intime boite 4 ris Sadler AR, | 


the heftiest outlay the hotel has 

ever earmarked. 

vestment. 
Hildegarde’s stand here will un- 


: Nifty Ruth Dienes, han ‘Jay Smyt Kitty McShane CHICAGO 
doubtedly be of record proportions. etc., do not project her at her | harp ith muck B, Senenee Be pepe -y |Willer Neal. @ 
She puts on a sock show and one best. does some okay vocals. A heavy | SUm_ Ryder | Jimmy | Elliott Bisckhawk Adorables (10) ? 
that will benefit from an enthusias-| The Milt Shaw and Laszlo & |... “ on™ * |D Mero & Roberto | Keith & Cortez Al Trace Orch Don Chiesta (5) i 
: . , " , . -, arrangement of “Intermezzo” could Dynamic 4 Barton 4 Jackie Ven 
tie word-of-mouth buildup that’s a Pepito bands continue with theii ibe tigh f : LEEDS Geo Beck | Hotel Stevens 
cinch to lure even infrequent nitery “society” brand of dance and e tightened for better effects and Empire (M) 11 = Eddie Hart Hotel Bismark § Benny Strong Ore 
ee , as her too folksy chatter could be pg Granadas & | Peter Bros Patricia Windsor | B & F Baliard 
peseus. ts - , fronton sets, ideal for 7 perked up. Dotnet SHEPHERDS BUSH P & M Arnaud | John Flanagan 
rom the moment she steps on ronaze. Abel, | ‘ , oe 5 Smi Empire (S$) 1} exgsy Murdoc | Jean Arlen 
the floor, the chanteuse dominates |" i | Miss O'Dell gets over in her ho- 3 .o"Biack G H Elliott J Featherstone Or | Marian Spelman 
the room. © : nighe crowds | 7 J cus-pocus session. For a solid 35) Morris & Cowley Gertie Gitana Helsings | Skating Blydears 
cine —" _Upening ar > a 4 Don Julio, N. ¥. minutes, Miss O'Dell gives out Peter Raynor Nellie Wallace Al Morgan ia.) 
wittan, after a full 75 calahes wae | Gypsy Markoff, Pancho Pistolas, with a collection of new and old W}sen. —* Sendeigh Salton Ruth Daye |Deris Donavan 
a beater ffair. D pal th show Antonio & Jose Manuel, Lazaro tricks, put all her spieling in. Krista & Kristel Talbot O'Farrell - | Sane Clemens | eeed Gast 
ineidenteih “eh ‘ a on pos dl Of Quintero orch, Manuel Jiminez rhyme for an added twist and 2 Sophisticates Billy Danvers | | Bill Chandler Ore | c.f" 'Willisme Ore E 
any kind AR yt erformer | Quartet; $3 minimum, $4, week- Clicks all the way. Top trick is ae? ee Empire iM) ty HW Edgewater Beach | Robert Lamouret ; 
Ph ; ,P : - | ends. with the disappearing articles gath- jackie Hunter Veronica Martell Stan Kramer M Abbott Ders (10) } 
pr = age local bistro ~~ ered from ringsiders which re-ap-| Beryl Orde Choate een Olga faites dels | Stan Fisher eae 4 
es » , ar r =e ’ ; > fi ies : Andrews & Barbara Medlock & Marl , : o y ‘ 
any len a ba ee ee This nitery, located in the heart pear in a heavily chained box. nea yl De aa va py tng & Marlowe _D Hild Dancers (12) leshetene : 
~ g 10 ime. ° ‘ro ie ill N y has | Neil Golden band. playing their Paul Wingray Jean Kenned Chez Paree Ray Morton Ore ; 
Crowds are kept alert and in- of Greenwich Village, N.Y., has a 1 ngrave J y Sophie Tuck Zet Wosmomes 
terested as she goes through about Sock selling point in its authentic last show this week, handle the 6B & H Nicol ig ngs Ted Shapiro Vine 6: 


a dozen numbers, plays some piano, 
calls up w.k.’s and exchanges some 


_against her. Her theory of working | juggles wine bottles. Act is smocth, | 
| a 


Gaston Palmer 
Eddie Reindeer 


It’s a swell in-! 


like the Blue Angel. Her choice of 
songs is also not socko—‘‘Speak 
|Low,” “Change My Plan,” ‘Love 
‘for Sale,’ that English excerpt, 


Latin trappings. While 


the uptown spots 


many of 
have become 


Attractive and well-costumed they 
‘do four numbers with a stopper 
being a Chopin waltz to a music 
| box accompaniment. 


music for both the production and 
dancing with Mae Allan doing the 





Maple Leaf 4 
HACKNEY 
Empire (8) 11 
Tessie O'Shea 
Frank Marlowe 
Jimmy Edwards 


Jackie Trevor 
L Gordon & Babs 
LONDON 


S MacPherson 


Yvonne Watts 
| Carroll Levis Co 
SHEFFIELD 
| Empire (mM) 11 
Arthur Lucan 


L Sharpe & Iris 
E Vickie & Sasha 
SWANSEA 


Fred Oliver Orc Harry Ranch Ore 


Andre, Andree & 
Bonnie 

Hotel 

Tommy Dorsey 


Ted Shapiro 
Paul Grey 
Elisa Jayne 


Pennsyivania 


Eddie Duchin Ore 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Mary Healy 
Mischa Borr Ore 


Vine Gardens 
| Mel Cole Ore 
Joey Bishop 





fluffy banter. She's got a sock new little more than rhumba centers, vocals. Max Chamitov and _ his ag +r a = Mg ay li, yy Ae Pancho’s Rhumba 4 
number, “Oh, My. Darling,” and this spot has preserved the atmos- Smooth crew contrib okay musi¢ pat Kirkwood Steve Conway Lane Adams Daniels & Danice 

‘ ea oe ae ipl , “iC liti d cuisi vhich between sets. Newt. Fred Emney J Crisp & Jill 
does an exciting piano version of pheric qualities and culsine whic Wally Boag Daweneak taeiats ; ; ; 
“Three Blind Mice” as it ynight add color to the floor show. ieotecheiia’ Gre Terry O'Neill _ Ted Straeter Orch pa, 1e 
have been written by various top Gypsy Markoff, the only non- Stage Revue headed by Skitch Marilyn Hightower (3 Olympiades Capitol theatre, N. Y., Oct. as 
composers. a Latin item in the cafe’s layout. top- Henderson orch, booked for three Michael Bentine Geo Meaton a replacement for the Paul Baron 


Stint is a masterpiece of show- 
manship, with no detail overlooked 


lines the bill with hereusual digital 


days by Hartman theatre, Colum- 
dexterity on the accordion. Com- 


bus, opening Oct. 22. 


Juhe Andrews 
Jean Carson 


‘'Santigo Bd 


Michael Miles 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (‘M) 11 


combo. Jean Sablon heads that 
bill. 
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48 HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 








Paramount, N. Y. 

Erskine Hawkins Orch (18), 
Bunny Briggs, Savannah Churchill, 
Howell & Bowser, Delta Rhythm 
Boys; “Isn’t It Romantic” (Par), 
reviewed in VARIETY Aug. 8, ‘48. 
“This show, headed by .Erskine 
Hawkins orch, is one of the weak- 
est the Paramount has come up 
with in some time. From an audi- 
ence viewpoint the standout item 
to cheer about is a tap dancer 
Bunny Briggs—followed fairly by 
the Delta Rhythm Boys. Everything 
that occurs between those acts, 
vhich open and close, sags sadly. 
It’s an all-sepia layout 

Hawkins’ orchestra, composed of 





eight brass, five sax, four rhythm 
is responsible for a large slice of 
the lethargy the show produces 
jer it does nothing arousing. It 


plays originals from start to finish 
and displays no stage imagination, 
simply parlaying one instrumental 
on anoiher and building nothing 
in the process. In only two places 
does it’ arouse any interest, firstly 
in an early medley, including its 
yesteryear hits, “Tippin In” and 
“Tuxedo Junction” and again later 
in a small portion of its arrange- 
ment of “Temptation.” This item 
sounds most of the way as if it 
was another 52d street writing, 
until it sinks into a tasty beguine 
tempo idea. 

Briggs. on first of component 
acis, starts out with an uatitied 
tune done in a voice satisfactory 
enough to convince many auditors 
that he’s a singer. When he goes 
into his dance, therefore, his terp 
ability makes his act shine that 
much brighter. The guy's a fine 
tapster, working sharp imagination 
inte his routines, particularly the 
last of three, done as an encore. 
He gets off to a big hand. 

Savannah Churchill is next. She 
pulls a switch by opening with 
“You Call Everybody Darling” and 
doing it well. Things begin to come 
apart thereafter, however, with 
“Time Out for Tears,” and an un- 
titled biues. She gets lukewarm re- 
ac‘ion. 

lowell & Bowser, comedy team 
standby of the Apollo, New York, 
Howard, Washington, etc., are next. 
They work the audience for many 
a laugh with varied gags, songs 
(accompanied by a uke strummed 
by one of the duo) and pick up a 
little interest. They're followed by 
the Delta Rhythm group of four 
singers and piano accompanist. 
They embroider “My Blue Heav- 
en.” “It's Magic,” “I'll Be Faith- 
fui,” “Hear the Word of the Lord” 
and a takeoff on Verdi's “‘Rigolet- 
to.” Theirs is a good act, but-a 
lot of the shine is taken off it by 
what precedes them. Wood 


Apolle, N. Y. 

Ivory Joe Hunter, Slim & Sweets, 
Jackie Mabley, Willie Bryant & 
Ray Carroll, Teddy Hale, The Ori- 
oles (5), Lenny Lewis Band (14) 
with Viola Acosia; “Secret Service 
Investigator” (Rep). 


It’s a well-balanced bill at the 
Apollo this week despite having 
nothing in the way of marquee lure 
to bring them in. Diverting from 
usual bandshow formula, current 
layout is more on the straight 
vaude side—and it’s all right with 
the payees. 

Lenny Lewis Band, which built 
up somewhat of a rep via succes- 
sive dates at the Savoy ballroom, 
Harlem, may rate as somewhat of 
a draw. The mixed colored and 
otay crew, comprising’ three 
rhythm, five saxes, three trom- 
bones and three trumpets, provide 
adept backing for the acts and get 
in a couple of licks of their own, 
particularly on “Battle Axe” and 
“Body and Soul,” with sidemen 
given a field day to display their 
virtuosity. Remainder of bill with 
exception of Ray Carroll, disk jock 
paired with Willie Bryant, is an 
all-sepia layout. 

Spacing band numbers Viola 
Acosta, good-looking band vocalist, 
does neatly on sexy versions of 
“Put 'Em in a Box” and “How Did 
He .Look” as a prelude to Bryant 
and Carroll, who click in a cross- 
fire session reprising what goes on 
at their milkman platter show over 
WHOM. N. Y. Bryant is sharp as 
a pistol, with Carroll straighting 
neally and combo winning plenty 
laughs throughout session for hap- 
py returns. Slim and Sweets, mixed 
team, offer brace of imaginative 
tap routines to nice response. 

Ivory Joe Hunter, pianist-com- 
poser, is solid in his piano and 
warbling stint. He reprises a num- 
ber of his jukebox faves, notably 
“Pretty Mama Blues,” “Boogie in 
the Rain” and “We Gonna Boogie” 
for solid appreciation. Teddy Hale 
follows and scores with slick tap- 
stering to plenty applause. : 

Bryant and Carroll return to in- 

troduce the guestars of their 
stanza, The Orioles, a solid instru- 
mental and vocal quintet that does 
a nice job on “Oh Look,” “Deacon 
Jones” and “Teo Soon te Know.” 
Jackie “Moms” Mabley, always 
a prime fave at this house, sus- 


| 
| tains comedy motif of dill with her | 


ribald songstering and clownantics. 
Comedienne, as per usual, pulls 
all the stops to give the audience 
what they seemingly want and is 
amply rewarded on the applause 
meter. Miss Mabley, Bryant and 
several of the others combine for 
additional clowning in a sock finale 
that rings the bell. Edba. 


Capitel, Wash. 
Washington, Oct. 9. 

Mario & Floria, Syd & Jack Slate, 
Fague Springman, Mathis Duo, 
Sam Jack Kauffman House Orch, 
with Kay De Witt; “Feudin’, Fus- 
sin’ and Fightin’” (U). 

Capitol show comes in a little 
on the ho-hum side this week and 
adds little draw te the film, which 
needs plenty. Sid and Jack Slate, 
plus a shapely blonde stooge, pro- 
vide the comedy with a line of fast 
and wacky patter and some gags 
of the same stripe. The Slates keep 
pouring it in from all angles and 
do nicely with their piece de re- 
sistance, a baseball pantomime 
which has an umpire and batter 
in bitter argument and the batter 
circling the theatre in what he 
believes is a home run. The blonde 
sings nicely, and judging by the 
wolf whistles, she could be used 
onstage more. 

Mario and Floria whip through 
the usual smooth routine of ball- 
room dances, winding up with a 
special version of the turkey trot. 
This is a dressy and established 
team and goes nicely, but at per- 
formance caught somehow failed 
to garner deserved mitt action. 

Fague Dw cine barrel-chested 
baritone, gets the best response of 
the evening with a repartee of 
sure-fire old faves, including “Road 
to Mandalay.” “Water Boy” and 
“Shortnin’ Bread.” with “Irish 
Eyes” as encore. Springman has a 
deep and full delivery and puts 
over his numbers in a_ fashion 
which goes well with the audience. 

Curtain raiser is the Mathis Duo, 
cycling novelty, with the man 
working on bicycle and high and 
low unicycles for some flashy trick 
stuff. He operates with the gal 
perched on his shoulders part of 
the time, while he juggles hoops 
and balls. Act is interesting 
throughout. 

Returning after an absence of 
couple of months is Kay De Witt, 
who sings with the house orch. 
Miss De Witt proves once more 
that she is a lot better performer 
than mary of the soloists who 
work house. Lowe 





Chicago Theatre. Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 8. 
Connie Haines, Al Bernie, Salici 
Puppets, Lewis & Van, Jack Fulton 
orch; “Sorry, Wrong 
(Par). 





Although this layout does not 


look strong on paper, it’s one of 
the best balanced and entertaining 
this theatre has had in months. 
House was almost filled at opening 
show. 

Connie Haines gets wolf calls as 
she steps out in white off-the- 
shoulder gown. She tees off. Miss 
brings out the gallery with “Just 
One of Those Things’ and segues 
into “Tree In The Meadow.” Gal 
has changed her styling and uses 
more gestures, which aids her de- 
livery. 

Special arrangement of “How 
Come You Do Me Like You Do” 
gets her right back in the torch 
idiom which socks home for heavy 
returns. Encores with “Ah, But 
It Happens” and “Darktown Strut- 
ters’ Ball” for additional salvos. 

Al Bernie has revised his act 
with new material more satisfying. 
Instead of the standard film take- 
ofis he has a new switch. He 
weaves in topical quips and gets 
in some fast asides with Jack Ful- 
ton, orch leader. Impressionist has 
a sock bit in his “hi-de-ho” treat- 
ment of the Latin tune, ““Babaloo” 
and gets yocks with his special 
lyrics to “Baby, That’s How I Need 
You.” Winds with impresh of 
Chevalier’s “Louise” for nice get- 
away. 

Salici’s Puppets hold attention 


get loud mitting for acrobatic ses- 


sion, pianist, can-can and dance | 


routine. 
reveals the Salicis working the 
strings and vocalizing. Lewis and 


Van, vouthful tapsters, open bill | 


and get it off in fine fashion with 
their precision routines, especially 
as they tap up and down miniature 
staircases in unison. 

Jack Fulton leads_ orchestra 
through a medley of tunes, vocals 
his own composition, “Until,” for 
nifty returns. Zabe. 


Deon Reid at N. Y. Warwick 

Don Reid, songwriter and singer, 
opens his first New York nightclub 
date at the Raleigh Room of the 
Warwick hotel, N. Y., Oct. 13. 

Singing comedienne Dorothy 
Douglass opens 
night” 
fer an additional four weeks. 





Number” | 


Final. or dance number. | 


there the same! 
Jan August orch holds over | 


Musie Mall, N. Y. 

Leon Leonidoff-Russell Markert 
presentation, with Clifford Guest, 
Ronnie Ronale, Patricia Bowman, 
Robert De Voye, Edwina Eustis, 
Rockettes, Corps de Ballet, Glee 
Club; costumes, James Stewart 
Morcom, Marco; lighting, Eugene 
Braun; dances, Florence Rogge, 
Gene Snyder; symphony orchestra 
directed by Alexander Smallens; 
“Date With Judy” (M-G). Re- 
viewed in Variety June 23, °48. 


Gus Eysseil’s retainers at the 
Radio City Music Hall have 
whipped up an entertaining stage- 
show that has pace, color and va- 
riety from its opening overture to 
the jurid bacchanalian finale. It’s 
a tribute to autumn, which pro- 
vides an excuse for lush hunt-club 
scenes and a luminous lighting se- 
quence with a Hallowe'en motif 
and a closer which is one of the 
most colorful items staged in the 
Halil. 

Probably one of the reasons for 
the show’s essential smoothness is 
the employment of pure vaude 
principles. It’s true there isn't an 
acrobat for the opening act, but 
Alexander Smallen’s reading of 
Tschaikowsky’s “1812 Overture” 
provides a sufficient warmup for 
the house. There’s probably enough 
acrobatics in the Russ composer's 
depiction of Napoleon’s retreat 
from Moscow to adequately take 
the place of a tumbling troupe. 
Smallen’s version of this piece 
brings out the essential fire and 
nationalism of the classic to get 
the audience applauding. 

The Glee Club duties are en- 
livened with a bit of yodeling by 
Ronnie Ronalde, a British import. 
More about him in New Acts. Ed- 
wina Eustis pitches in with a con- 
tralto rendition to produce good 
reaction from the pew-holders. 

The luminous lighting sequence 
is probably the trickiest. The Rock- 
ettes are hidden in darkness and 
the only visible poriions are those 
treated with the iridescent paint. 
A formation of several girls 
forms a skeleton costume. Lively 
prancing together with trick ef- 
fects provides one of the amusing 
numbers this stage has had in 
many shows. 

Patricia Bowman with Robert De 
Voye provide a tasty bit of ballet 
terping which hits the crowd nice- 
ly. This bit segues into the finale, 
which is one of the most colorful 
staged here. The MII coryphees do 
some expert writhing to depict a 
baechanale that would have de- 
lighted some of the early Roman 
debauchees. 

Bill is completed by Clifford 
Guest, another British import. also 
listed under New Acts. Jose. 


Patladizm. London 
London, Oct. 5. 

Gracie Fietds, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica Ras 
cals with Johnny Puleo, Florence 
Desmond, Tommy Fields, Senor 
Wences, Dick Henderson, Annell & 
Brask, 2 Cromwells, Woolf Phillips 
Skyrockets Orch. 


As vaudeville bows out of the 
Palladium for the current season 
it's fitting to pay tribute to the 
showmanship of Val Parneil, who 
has staged a brilliant London sea- 
son and has done more than any- 
one else to give variety a new 
lease of life. True, Parnell has 
been able to call on the topliners 
from both sides of the Atlantic, 
but Palladiumites who pack the 
theatre twice nightly are always 
sure of a slick!y-presented show 
which goes with.zing from begin- 
ning to end. 

For the closing show of the sea- 
son Parnell! has brought back 
Gracie Fields to top the bill, and 
what a welcome she got from the 
fans who hadn't had an opportunity 
of seeing her for 10 years. apart 
from a one-night stand at last 
year’s Command Performance. She 
was possibly a little less exuberant 
than the Gracie Fields we. knew 
before the war, but still retaining 
a complete mastery of the top 
notes, enhanced her reputation as 
Britain’s No. 1 vaude star. With 


the audience rooting for her, and 
the curtain calls at the end of the 
| show were a fitting tribute to her 
artistry. 

Ella Fitzgerald, sepia _ song- 
stress, is another click on the bill. 
And afier a couple of numbers 
like “Woody Woodpecker” and 
“Lady Be Good” she had the audi- 
ence yelling for more in the tradi- 
tional Palladium manner. Also 
clicko are Borrah Minevitch’s 
Harmonica Rascals, with Johnny 
Puleo, lowercase comedian, who 
had the house rolling with his su- 
/perb panto. Entire act is a frisky 
knockabout frolic. 

Openers are Ansell & Brask. a 
snappy pair of cyclists, and next 
comes Dick Henderson, making a 
valiant, if unsuccessful, attempt to 
be funny. Florence Desmond, re- 
tained for a Single week only prior 
to returning to America, adds a 
isock impersonation of Betty Hut- 


|every son 5 : ~ 
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Wednesday, October 13, 1948 


UNGER TWINS 


With Meledears (6) & Al Siegal 
Sengs, Dancing, Comedy 

i8 Mins. 

Harem, N. Y. 


Acts 


RONNIE RONALDE 
Yodel-Whistling 
9 Mins 
Music Hall, N. Y. 
This is the second trip Ronnie 


The Unger Twins are recent ar-| Ronalde has made from England 


rivals from the Continent, their 
birthplace, and their act has been) 


put together by Al Siegal, the vet- | 


eran eoach and arranger. For pro- 
duction purposes Siegal has added 
six girls. The act as comprised 
right now doesn't have the neces- | 
sary ingredients to become bigtime. | 

The brothers, elongated and 
lean, and obviously very young, are 
attired in tails and sport little} 
moustaches, which give them) 
somewhat of a Continental flavor. 
If anything, the girls are no asset 
to them, since in a couple of cases | 
they are a downright hindrance | 
especially when they go in for the | 
indigo lyrics that Siegal has | 
fashioned for them. On their own, 
the twins work cleanly, and show | 
intelligence without, at the same | 
time, revealing any unusual talent. | 
They sing a little, dance a little, | 
play the piano a little. 

The Kay Thompson - Williams 
Bros. style is suggested strongly in | 
a number of the things that the | 
Ungers-Melodears-Siegal do (with | 
Siegal at the piano). But there's 
hardly anything novel about the 
act, unless it’s the vigor with which | 
the boys work. The girls, all garbed | 
alike in revealing black dresses, | 
have some lyrics to mouth that are | 
in unusually bad taste—certainly | 
far dirtier than they are funny. 
And it's obvious by the manner in | 
which the boys work that they 
themselves don’t practice blue stuff. | 

The twins are doing typically 
fast song rhythms in the American | 
idiom, and it’s to their credit that | 
only faintly do they seem out of | 
sorts with their Continental accent. | 
They have a cute number on eer 
own in the Dorian Gray loeoking- | 
glass number, which is a loan from 
an old standard type of vaudeville 
routine; their turf number is com- | 
monplace, while the takeoff,on the 
Conover-Powers models, teeters on 
the blue line, the girls working in 
both the latter. | 

If speed were the most vital fac- | 
tor, this act might go places; as is, | 
however, it’s speeding to the wrong | 
places. Kahn, 


nae. | 


STELLA BROOKS 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
Le Perroquet, N. Y. 

Stella Brooks has achieved a rep 
among the jazz gentry as a stylist. 
She has previously appeared in! 
Greenwich Village and 52d street | 
spots and has lined up a following | 
via a hep song styling. 

Miss Brooks has fortified her-| 
self with song catalog that can go! 
equally as well with the squares. | 
Her takeoff on Edith Piaf and} 
satire on silent film names builds 
up to sock applause. 


Her styling isn't based exclu- | 
sively on musical embroidery. She | 
toys with the lyric content to get 
meanings out of tunes that aren't 
strictly in keeping with the ideas 
the original writers had. With | 
some greater stress on grooming | 
and wardrobe, she'd be okay for | 
the plush rooms. Jose. 


ton to her already extensive rep- | 
ertoire. Tommy Fields (brother of | 
Gracie), is an entertaining racon- | 
teur and puts over his breezy com- 
edy numbers with verve and gusto, 
getting a big hand for his principal 
act and also when he duets later 
with his sister. 

Second half is opened by those 
nifiy aerialists, Two Cromwells, 
and apart from Gracie Fields, in- 
cludes Senor Wences, making a 
welcome return to London after 
a brief absence, and once more 
fascinating with his slick ventro 
act. Myro. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Oct. 10. 
Coley Worth, Leon Kramer, Ann | 
Russell, Al & Connie Fanton, Piero | 
Bros., Les Rhode House Orch; 
“Foreign Affair” (Par). 





| 
! 


Light, smooth-running blend of | 
acts, sets current package here in 
the easy to take class. 

Topliner is Coley Worth. Com- 
edics embrace sight and patter that 
ring the laughmeter consistently. 
Guy's mugging is stout factor in 
the laugh-provoking and builds the 
round of bits which make up his 
Stint to solid palming. 

Local fave Leon Kramer, vet 
tenor, who was sidelined for years 
by old stage injury, delivers to top 
reaction. His stanza embraces 
“One Alone,” “Anniversary Song” | 
and “Begin the Beguine” for the | 
mitt building, with the topper his | 
moppet-aping that makes.for a! 





jlargely on 


to appear at Radio City Music Hall. 
There seems to be a dearth of ave- 
nues for his employment else- 
where. It's not lack of talent, but 
he has the type of act that needs 
a specific spot for maximum effect. 

Ronalde has a tricky voice which 
dwells largely on yodeling and 
whistling. He gets some _ good 
effects which he blends nicely with 
straight vocaling and walks off to 
good applause. 

Apparently, the Music Hall is 
one of the few spots that can put 
Ronalde’s particular talents to good 
use inasmuch as with this type of 
act he necds a good deal of sur- 
rounding production with a central 
idea. Jose. 
CLIFFORD GUEST 
Ventriloguist 
19 Mins. 

Music Hall, N. Y. 

Clifford Guest, an Australian im- 
port, has a different type of ven- 
triloquial turn that should make 
him eligible for vauders and cafes. 
He needs only to pick up a faster 
tempo to achieve proper pace for 
American audiences. 

Guest is a clever chap with a 
trick larynx that enables him to 
simulate various sounds from echos 
to scratched records. While these 
are applause-drawing items on 
their own, best part of the act 


| stems from his manipulation of the 


dummy. He shows good technique 

and an ingratiating line of chatter 

that should hit its mark with U.S. 

audiences in most any situation. 
Jose. 

HUGH SHANNON 

Songs and Piano 

15 Mins. 

Le Perroquet, N. Y. 

Hugh Shannon is well equipped 
for an intime room, being able to 
interest customers with long 
stretches at the piano and deliver 
tunes with torchy content that goes 
well during the late hours. Shan- 
non originally came to this spot 
when Julius Monk, now with Le 
Ruban Bleu, was in charge of en- 
tertainment here. He's now head 
of activities and is apparently 
building late business. 

Shannon’s piano sessions dwell 
musical comedy ex- 
cerpts and vocally he leans toward 
Cole Porter tunes and others of 
similar sophistication. Payees take 
to both nicely. Jose. 


| MAC PERRIN 


Songs-Piano 

Mins. 

Garrison's, N. Y. . 

Mac Perrin, after several years 
as soloist with Fred Waring, has 
branched out as a song and piano 
Single. Perrin has a robust voice 
knows how to work audiences and 
does an okay piano turn. With 
these attributes, he’s well-suited 
for work in cocktail lounges and 
intime cafes. Ilis vocal range 
could also do well in theatres. 

At this lounge, he does an in- 
formal turn showing a large song 
catalog by complying with request 
numbers. He has a bright line of 
asides to keep the customers in- 
terested. Jose. 


strong switch to comedy and a 
zingy bow-off. 

Impressionist -songstress Ann 
Russell, who broke into the biz 
here several years ago, returns a 
smooth, polished lass, smartly- 
gZgowned; showing this time out a 
talent for mimicry, some of it on 
the devastating side. Carbons gals 
from Dixie, Hildegarde, Bette 
Davis, Sophie Tucker, Mae West 
and Jolson. Most of this sequence 
comes off to strong stubholder pay- 
off. Special on “Gals With Bands” 
is a smartly-tailored piece that sets 
off vocal talents handsomely. 

Pattern of juggling introed by 
Latin duo, the Piero mrothers, is 
refreshing in novelty. Work, which 
utilizes hats, is deft, and wraps up 
for the pair. Al and Connie Fanton 
tee off with tap work in the stand- 


ard vein; addilion of bouncing balls 


to the rhythmic patterns adds te 
overall effect. 

Les Rhode, house  batoneer, 
emcees briefly and to good effect, 
with his musickers handling the 
backgrounds in apt fashion. 

Lary. 


Dissolve Agency Deal 

Jack Kearney and Manny Heick- 
fein last week dissolved their part- 
nership in the Harry Moss agency. 
Hecklein will continue to operate 
agency solo, while Kearney’s plans 
aren't settled vet. 

Kearney and Heckiein took over 
the office after Moss died about a 
year ago. 
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Problems of rehearsal pay and * —— 


star performers who fail to put in 
the required rehearsal time were 
chief matters taken up at meeting 
of the Summer Stock Managers 
Assn., at Hotel Astor, N. Y., last 
Friday (8). Sirawhat producers 
discussed various other minor prob- 
Jems, such as those pertaining to 
fliness of actors, hotel reservations, 
actor's baggage, etc. But main 
discussion centered on reforms the 
managers wish instituted in regard 
to the first two points. 

Last season, at Equity’s insist- 
ence, a $20-a-week rehearsal fee 
was instituted for summer stock. 
Managers claim the arrangement 
fsn’t working out, or helping to 
spread employment. They can un- 
derstand a $50-a-week actor ben- 
efiting by it, and are agreeable 
to it, but don’t see why a $500-a- 
week performer should get it. 
There’s extra bookkeeping involved 
as well as other complications. 

There were many protests by 
managers on the matter of star 
performers not appearing for suf- 
ficient rehearsals, some showing 
up only 24 hours before show time. 
(Equity contract calls for actors 
to appear for rehearsals during the 
week previous to the  perform- 
ance. Point was. made that many 
Equity performers agree with man- 
agers in decrying the abuse; that 
the quality of a production suf.- 
fered, as well as their own work. 
Suggestions were made that if a 
star had to show up late, he should 
send a director ahead, or blue- 
prints of his manner of perform- 
ance, etc. 

It was decided that members of 
the association’s board of govern- 
ors should meet with Equity to dts- 
euss the performer abuse, as well 
as make changes in summer stock 
rules for next season. Equity it- 
self, it was stated, has been study- 
ing the strawhat’ situation gener- 
ally, with men in the fieid all last 
summer. At meeting of its stock 
company deputies was held recent- 
ly, and certain matters discussed. 
It's believed various abuses will be 
corrected as result of meeting of 
Managers’ committee and Equity. 

Managers re-elected Milton Stie- 
fel as president; Richard Aldrich, 
veepee, and Guy Palmerton, secre- 
tary. Theron Bamberger was ap- 

inted treasurer in place of Wil- 
am Miles. Four officers will also 
serve on the association’s board of 
Sovernors, along with John Hunt- 
ington, Blake Johnson, Miles, Har- 
old Shaw and John C. Wilson. 
Next meeting of summer managers 
was set for Nov. 12. 


Closed Casting in N.Y. 
On Aussie ‘Oklahoma!’; 
Ten Principals to Go 





Dorothy Stewart, N. Y. rep for , 
the J. C. Williamson Co., Austra- | 


Nan theatre chain, is currently 


easting for an Aussie company of | 


“Oklahoma!,” assisted by Jerry 
Whyte, of the Theatre Guild, and 
agent Henry Wiess. Auditions, how- 
ever, aren't open, as group is try- 
ing to line up talent that’s already 
Played in the various U. S. com- 
Panies. 

_ Aussie Equity has given the Wil- 
liamsons special permission te 
bring in 10 people. Talent will be 
sent out in early January, with 


opening set for first week in Feb, 


ruary at His Majesty’s, Meibourne, 
where “Annie Get Your Gun” 
made its Aussie debut last season. 
“White Horse Inn,” now playing 
Adelaide for the Williamsons, will 
Precede “Oklahoma!” 


bourne, bowing in around Christ- 
mas. 


_ “Born Yesterday,” another Wil- 
liamson acquisition, will open in 
Melbourne at the same time as 
“Inn,” bowing at the Comedy. 
‘John Leves Mary” will follew 


the “Born” run, with the same 
Cast. 


into Mel-. 


AFM Pact Imminent 


Agreement between League 
of N. Y. Theatres and Local 
802, American Federation of 
Musicians, on a new contract, 
hasn't been _ reached yet, 
although settlement seems im- 
minent. Union is meeting to- 
day (Wed.) to diseuss the sit- 
uation, with the League ex- 
pected to hear from the mu- 
sicians later in the week. 

Union’s last demand was for 
15% raise, with producers 
countering with 10°. 





N.Y. City Center 
Up in the Air On 


Drama Season 


The N. Y. City Center, which 
presented two seasons of six weeks 
each of drama last season, to date 
has no definite theatre commit- 
ments for this season, with 
Theatre, Inc., or anyone. 

House, which is now running 
opera and ballet, has open dates 
from Nov. 28 to Feb. 21. Jose 
Ferrer, who staged last season's 
productions as general director of 
the N. Y. City Theatre Co., is busy 
acting in the Theatre Guild’s “The 
Silver Whistle,” now trying out 
Ferrer has pacted to stage legit at 
the Center, if he’s available, and 
the Center management is mark- 
ing time. 

Feeling is that after “Whistle ’ 





opens in N. Y., Ferrer can handle | 


both assignments, acting in the 
Guild play and directing the 
Center’s dramas. It’s rumored that 
Ferrer won't come into N. Y. with 
“Whistle” unless he feels the show 
is right, and the show hasn't been 
booked into N. Y. but is on an ex- 
tended tryout tour in attempt to 
shake itself into shape. 

Center management states that 
if Ferrer isn't available, they'll do 
a series of legits in January and 
February, probably assisted by 
Theatre. Inc. December was re- 
served for a_ season of ballet by 
Ballet Theatre, which cancelled its 
season after bookings were made 
but which may still resume in De- 
cember. Center management feels 
obliged to hold the original De- 
cember time open for a reason- 
able period on that contingency. 

Center opened its season with 
two weeks of ballet, and now has 
opera as mainstay through Nov. 28. 
It has open dates then until Feb. 
21, when the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo eomes in for four 
weeks, with opera following March 
24 through May 1. 


‘MEDEA’ IN LONDON 
DOING STRONG BIZ 


British production of “Medea,” 
despite cool reception by the 
critics, is doimg capacity business 
at the Globe, London. where it 
opened Sept. 29 with Eileen Herlie 
starred. Gross is 3.200 pounds 
($12,806) weekly, according to Rob- 
ert Whitehead and Oliver Rea. who 
produced the show on Broadway 
last year, and who arrived in N.Y. 
from Europe last weekend. 

U.S. road company, headed by 
Judith Anderson, and now in Los 
Angeles, is also doing okay. In- 
\tended Paris production of “Me- 
_dea,” however, didn't materialize. 

While in Paris. duo also talked 
with Albert Camus, whe promised 
them a new play by end of Novem- 
‘ber. Playwright has more than 
half finished it, he told them. 

Producers intend waiting for the 
Camus work, as their legit activity 
this season, but are already making 
plans to present the Stratford-on- 
Avon Shakespearean troupe here 
snext season. 





The Robert R. Nathan report on | 
the legitimate theatre, which has | 
been circulated to the industry re- | 
cently, has aroused strong interest | 
as well as a stronger divergence of 
epinien. Report has been praised | 
in some quarters as a first step | 
towards remedying the industry’s 
financial ills. But it is being more | 
strongly criticized in other quar- | 
ters, mainly on the grounds of be- 
ing vague and prolix. 

The report is a preliminary sur- | 
vey or prospectus which Equity /“ a eae 9” 
ordered. It took four months to to see Kelly's Commandos. 
complete and cost Equity $3,000. 

The report suggested that a 

further, overall industry survey be Sn eme Court 
made, to take two years and cost pr 

$365,000. Equity has been circu- 

larizing the trade with the report, 

with the feeling that the whole | Refuses to Act 
entertainment field—other unions, 


producers, agents, ete. — should 
In Suit on PI 


share in the undertaking and the 
Washington, Oct. 12. 


expense. | 
Criticism of the Nathan report 
The Supreme Court has refused 
to take jurisdiction in another ease 


centers around the fact that it is 

padded and verbose. Its purpese 
involving legality of the minimum 
basic agreement plan worked out 


‘A Rose, Etc...’ 
New Haven, Oct. 12. 

Another of those what’s-in- 
a-name items was overheard 
here in connection with the 
forthcoming appearance of 
Paul Kelly in “Command 

Decision” at the Shubert. 
Two fernmmes were discuss- 
ing the town’s legit attrac- 
tions and one, obviously a bit 
off the beam on stage doings, 
asked the other if she planned 











is to find a way to improve theatri- | 
cal conditions, especially employ- 
ment, and it suggests several 
studies to be made. Critics state, 
however, that nowhere does the , by the Dramatists Guild. Case re- 
report tell how to relate these volves about a new musical play, 
studies to the theatre’s improve- | ‘Stovepipe Hat,”’ written by Ed- 
ment, or in other words, how the | ward Heyman, Harold Spina, Wal- 
information gathered will improve ter Hannan and their literary 
the theatre. agent, Edmund Pauker. 

This is the report’s main fault, 
they say; one should have seme 

Continued on page 52) 


Ring, who contracted to produce 
the show. He made certain changes 
'in the show, and the authors ob- 
| jected. Ring, thereupon, shut the 
show down during tryout and 
brought suit against them. He 


é a b | e . 
Anne’ Troupe in Switch 
2 ¢ |charged that the minimum basic 
Gives Party for Bosses; agreement is a violation of the 
; anti-trust laws and asked an in- 
Shoes Celebrates Anni janction against the authors and 
Pulling a switch, the company of | Dramatists Guild. He also asked 
“Annie Get Your Gun” threw a that the standard arbitration 
party backstage at the Imperial, Clause of the contract be enjoined 
N. Y., Thursday (7) for producers 2d that he be given declaratory 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham-| Felief so that he can produce the 
merstein, II. authors Herbert and Play without interference from the 
Dorothy Fields, director Joshua #Uthors and Dramatists Guild. 
Logan, choreographer Helen Tam- The respondents sought in vain 
iris and designer Jo Mielziner, to to have the Supreme Court step 
celebrate show’s 1,000 perform- in, although the case is still boune- 
ance. Both Logan and Mielziner ing around in the lower courts. 
were out of town, working on other) The Supreme Court also agreed 
shows. Ethel Merman, the show’s to decide whether the U. S. can 
star, other principals, orchestra colleet $13,661 back taxes from 
conductor and heads of various de- P. G. Wedehouse. It will hear a 
partments backstage chipped in, Government appeal from a circuit 
with Miss Merman inviting mem- court decision in favor pf Wode- 
bers of the ensemble with their house. 
wives, sweethearts or friends, as| The court refused to hear an ap- 
her guests. About 200 people at- peal from a decision giving states 
tended. . the right te ban free play on pin- 
Producer Joseph Kipness also bail machines. Case arose in South 
gave a party for the “High But- Carolina. Also, it refused to hear 
ton Shoes” company Saturday (9) an appeal from the decision re- 
backstage at the Shubert, N.Y., to quiring Alberto Varga, the maga- 
celebrate first anniversary of the ;ine illustrator, to continue draw- 
musical. About 150 attended. ing Varga Girls for Esquire until 
“Annie” is second book-show 1954 at the $12,000 to $15.000 a 


musical to hit the 1,000 mark, year arrangement he had made and 
“Oklahoma!” with 2,246 perform- was now seeking to repudiate. 


ances, being the other. Two book- 
less revues have also passed the 


Pas snd tin tnd Rees: wit LOTITO LEAGUE ¥.P. 
ek? a ae ae in the | AS HEIMAN STEPS OUT 


comeback it’s made since the sum- | : jy ‘ 
mer. Miss Merman took a six-week _[eague of N. Y. Theatres, at its 
membership meeting last 


vacation July 4 to Aug. 16, and annual 








| grosses dropped perceptibly. Show week, reelected its incumbent offi- 


was nearly two and a half years C®S and beard of governors, with 
eld: a sug was in for the star, ™¢ exception. Marcas Heiman 
and Broadway was im the deldrums asked that his name not be resub- 
anyway, due to the heat. By end mitted for either his second vice- 
of July grosses had dropped from President or board posts. Louis 
over $40,000 to $26,000, and first Lotito was picked for the veepee 
week in August, notice went up. Job, and Howard Cullman elected 
Cast volunteered a cut and Equity ‘© governors’ board. Cullman is 
okayed one for two weeks. Cut was. the only new name in the list. 
taken for only one week due to a. Officers are Brock 
rise in biz. | president; Lee Shubert, first vee- 

On Miss Merman’s return, biz Pee; Lotito, second v.p.; Gilbert 
shet up the first week by $10,000) Miller, treasurer, and Herman 
to $36,000 and the notice was taken | Shumlin, secretary. Nine gover- 
down. Two weeks ago, when the ®Ors include Cullman, Louise 
show hit $40,000, management vol- Beek. Herman Bernstein. Max 
untarily returned the one-week cut. Gordon, Kermit Bloomgarden, 
It even mailed cheeks to a few who Alfred de Liagre, Jr. Vinton 
had left the show simee the cut. Freediey, Lawrence Langner and 
Show is in the $40,000 groove now, Herman Levin. James F. Reilly 
in an unusual demonstration of Cemtinues as exee director and 
i) Miss Merman’s pull | Milton R. Weir as counsel. 


They are being sued by Carl E. 


|W. Dewling, 


Pemberton, | 


+ The Broadway season has perked 


up considerably since Oct. 1, with 
prospects that a dreary September 
of flops will be forgotten im a suc- 
cession of October = successes, 
“Edward, My Son,” bowing Sept. 
30, and the season’s 13th entrant, 
was the fall’s first definite hit. 
Three shows that opened last week 
—‘“Private Lives,” “Summer and 
Smoke” and “Love Life’—look as 
if they’re in, or at least on the 
favorable side, despite their mixed 
notices, while “Small Wonder” 
seems to have settled into a money 
groove. “Love Life,” is the mest 
problematical one. 

October’s remaining openings 
(including Monday’s (11) “Where's 
Charley?’’) look promising, with 
“Life With Mother,” “My Ro- 
mance,” “The Leading Lady” ard 
‘‘Minnie and Mr. Williams” set to 
bow. 1.48 season’s reeord, there- 
fore, begins to stack up favorably 
against last year’s, despite the 
dreary autumn $start. “Where's 
Charley?” bowed Monday (11) with 
advance of $75,000, and another 
$110,300 accounted for by 21 the- 
atre parties and three previews, 
for a $185,300 bouquet. 

Season’s schedule since June 1 
shows two definite hits (‘“Howdy, 
Mr. Iee” and “Edward, My Son’) 
eight flops four likely successes 
(“Lives,” “Wonder,” “Summer’’-and 
“Love,’) and one doubtful one in 
“Magdalena.” Excluding ‘Show 
Boat,” which was in for only two 

(Continued on page 50) 


> ? 
56 Backers im ‘Charley 
For $200,000 Bankroll; 
. a <é . s 
Lotito Invests in ‘Life 

Show biz names are sprinkled 
sharply among backers of the latest 
musicals to hit Broadway, although 
outsiders as usual bear most of the 
brunt. 

“‘Where’s Charley”, which bowed 
in at the St. James Monday (11), 
jhas 56 backers, who pooled $200.- 
000. Backers inchide’ Richard 
Rodgers, $8,000; Frank Loesser, 
who wrote the show’s music, $2.000; 
bandleader Lud Gluskin, $2,000; 
William H. Weintraub, Jr., of the 
| Weintraub ad agency, $2,000; 
‘Abram M. Blumberg, of Brooks 
Costuming, $4,000; Edwin H. Mor- 
ris, music publisher, $8,000; George 
S. Oppenheimer, scripter, $1,000, 
and Jaek A. Goodman, of Simon & 
Schuster, $1,000. 

Biggest backing came from the 
Coast, with Fred R. Tuerk in for 
| $36,000 and Stanley N. Barbee in 
for $12,000. Other backers include 
Rose Richmond, $10,000; Robert 
Mandel, $4,000; Peter Witt, $2,000; 
Julia PF. Pew, $4,000; Cummins 
Catherwood, $4,000. 

Louis Lotite is largest single in- 
vestor in “Love Life,” which bowed 
at the 46th Street theatre Thurs- 
day (8). Lotito put in 318,000; 
Armina Marshall Langner, $2,000; 
Theresa Helburn, $2,000; Robert 
City Investing Co. 
prez, $4,000; Martin Geodman, per- 
'sonal manager and talent agent, 
$2,000; William H. Weintraub, of 
the ad agency, $8,000: Flerence 
Vandamm, $1,000; David Brooks, 
the actor, $2,000; Robert Kintner, 
ABC veepee, $1,000; Robert W. 
Lerner and Richard M. Lerner, 
brothers of the musieal’s lyricist, 
$2,000 each. Show has about 50 
hackers. 


O’Neill’s ‘Moon’ May 
| Be Done im N. Y. Yet 


“A Moon For the Misbegotten,” 
Eugene O'Neill drama, tested on 
the road last season, and then 
closed, is still a possibility for 
Broadway production this season 
or next. O’Neill is now on Cape 
Cod, reported busy at work re- 
vising the script. 

Elia Kazan recently expressed 
interest in staging the work, when 
it’s revised, hypoing attention to 
the drama. Theatre Guild will pro- 
duce the play, when it’s ready. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Summer and Smoke 


Margo Jones production of drama_ in 
two acts and prolog by Tennessee Wil- 
liams. Features Margaret Phillips, Tod 
Andrews. Staged by Miss Jones. Setting 
and lighting, Jo Mielziner; costumes, Rose 
Bogdanoff; original music, Paul Bowles. 
At Music Box, N. Y., Oct. 6,.°48; $3.60 top. 
Alma as a Child Arlene McQuade 
John as a Child Donald Hastings 
Rev. Winemiller Raymond Van Sickle 


Mrs. Winemiller Marga Ann Deighton 
John Buchanan, Jr Tod Andrews 
A Girl Hildy Parks 
Dusty William Layton 
Dr. Buchanan ‘ Ralph Theadore 
Alma Winemiller Margaret Phillips 
Rosa Gonzales Monica Boyal 
Nellie Ewell Anne Jacksor 
Rover Doremus Earl Montgome 

Mrs. Bassett Betty Greene Little 
Verno Spencer James 
Rosemary » Ellen Jame 

Papa Gonzales Sid Cassel 
Mr. Krame Ray Walsto 


Artistically, playwright Tennes- 
see Williams has stumbled on this 
one, presenting a pale, disappoint- 
ing facsimile of his previous “Glass 
Menagerie” and “Streetcar Named 
Desire.” Financially, both Williams 
and producer Margo Jones (who 
staged the play originally at her 
Dallas theatre in 1947) are likely 
to make out all right. Some un- 
usual features about the produc- 
tion, the Williams name, brilliant 
performances by the two young 
leads, and the show’s relatively me- 
dium nut, should help it into the 
b! ick, 

Story, like “Menagerie‘s’” and 
‘Streetcar,’ is another mood-piece 
about neurotics in Williams’ own 
deep south; in this case being the 
tale of a preacher’s sensitive, in- 
hibited daughter hopelessly in love 
with a ne’er-do-well of a doctor’s 
son. The story is at times engag- 
ingly, and at rare moments fas- 
cinatingly, presented. There are 
interesting side angles absorbing 
in themselves. But the overall ef- 
fect is that of bright and appealing 
bits insufficient to make up a dra- 
matie whole. The story drags aiong 
sketchily, with not too much mo- 
mentum, and with occasional te- 
dium. 


Such matters as a virtuoso per-| 


formance by Margaret Phillips in 
the role of preacher’s daughter, and 
a supporting job almost matched 
by Tod Andrews as the budding 
medico losing his distaste for med- 
icine in lust for women and drink, 
can’t help pull the play artistically 
across. The play has other arrest- 
ing features. There is the prolog, 
with Arlene McQuade and Donald 
Hastings in two charming portray- 
als of the principals as kids. There 
are excellent sets and some unusual 
lighting by Jo Mielziner. 

There are gifted characteriza- 
tions, such as Marga Ann Deighton 
as the addle-pated wife of the min- 
ister; Betty Greene Little as a catty 
neighbor; Ray Walston as a travel- 
ing salesman. There are good por- 
trayals by Raymond Van Sickle as 
the minister; Monica Boyer as the 
Mexican cafe siren; Anne Jackson 
as the uninhibited girl in love with 
the young doctor. 

But it’s ‘all dissipated by séme 
phoney or precious writing, loose 

lay construction and a general 

ack of heightened dramatic pro- 
gression. Play is talky almost 
throughout. It develops some fas- 


cinating characters, such as the | 


minister’s wife, only to drop them 
off somewhere into limbo. Melo- 
dramatic instances only serve to 
increase the impression of a weak 
play, sprawlingly presented. 

Bron. 


Love Life 
Cheryl Crawford production of two-act 
(6 scenes) musical. Book and lyrics, Alan 
Jay Lerner; score, Kurt Weill; director, 


|The cavalcade of Americana, from 
| the Colonial days of Sam and Susan 
| Cooper (Nanette Fabray-Ray Mid- 
dleton) down through the forma- 
tive years and the develoyiment of 
America, is novelly sketched. The 
pioneering Coopers and their de- 
scendants eventually arrive at the 
more modern Prohibition-Charles- 
ton-jazzhappy days and today’s ra- 
dio-television-electronic period. In 
the unfolding many good things 
greet the auditor, but just as often 
the progression is marred by some 
disjointed interruption, .in scene, 
song or staging, and the charm is 
ost. It is then that the imaginative 
pattern discloses frailties, perhaps 
bevond their real shortcomings. But 
such is the nature of “Love Life” 
that it had to click 100°, or else. 

The pity of it is that the ingredi- 
ents are really there. Kurt Weill’s 
score is exciting, and a few of the 
tunes may emerge with the same 
durability as his “September 
Song.” long after “Knickerbocker 
Holiday” folded. In “Here I'll 
Stay,” “Progress,” “I Remember It 
Well,” “Green-Up Time” (the 
show’s hit number), “Economics,” 
“My Kind of Night,” ‘‘Women’s 
Club Blues” (a corking melody), 
the rousing “I’m Your Man” and 
“Nr. Right,” Lerner has con- 
tributed some good wordage to 
Weill’s socko melodies. 

Miss Fabray has truly attained 
stellar stature, snowballing her 
performance int an atomic finale 
during the neurotic periods of the 
American cycle (Prohibition with 
its weekend pleasure cruises, as a 
device to fleece the suckers) and 
in the ultra-modern marital rela- 
tionships where the wife is more 
the career woman than mother. 
Ray Middleton is an excellent vis- 
a-vis. Both are ideal castings for 
the cavalcade of the Coopers 
through 150 years when they first 
settled down in Mayville in 1791 
and found themselves made hospi- 
table by the other colonists. 


Elia Kazan has given this musi- 


cal a legit-type direction which, | 


too, is one of the distinctions of 
the many favorable elements—all 
of which, as has been regretfully 
noted, don’t sum up into a favor- 
able composite whole. The same 
goes for Michael Kidd’s terp sta- 
ging; many of his dance sequences 
almost eclipsing anything else on 
the rostrum. 

The first act packs much sub- 
stance and projects even greater 
promise. But the symbolism of 
Punch & Judy; the rather corny 
minstrel finale; and those Madrigal 
Singers, which are a disturbing in- 
trusion at this point, wipe out 
the high hopes suggested before in- 
| termission. Paradoxically, the 
featured pair do their most potent 
work in this stanza, but even this 
_ musico-histrionie bolstering is a 
handicap. Middleton does a 
sharp vignette as a (supposedly) 
| glad-I’m-free man, to a good song, 
.“This Is the Life.”” And Miss Fa- 
bray whams over a sock song inter- 
| pretation of “Mr. Right” that’s a 
minor classic in song delineation, 
‘and which may well become one 
of her trademarked numbers. 


The book line adheres to a well- 
knit unfolding of the Coopers’ ca- 
reers in family life and business. 
The supporting-players are almost 
| negligible, relatively, but their bits 





|}are effective and well integrated | 


|into the sharply defined dramatic 

periods which have been effective- 

‘ly limned under Kazan’s direction. 
Abel. 





Elia Kazan; dances, Michael Kidd; | 


scenery, Boris Aronson; costumes, Lu- 
cinda Ballard; conductor, Joseph Littau; 
arrangements, Weill; lighting, Peggy 
Clark. Opened Oct. 7, ’48, at 46th St. 
Theatre, N. Y., to $9.60 top; regular scale 
86 top. 

Features Nanette Fabray and Ray Mid- 
dleton, with following cast: Jay Marshall, 
Holly Harris, Evans Thornton, David 
Thomas, Gene Tobin, Victor Clarke, Mark 
Kramer, Robert Byrn, Lenn Dale, Vincent 
Gugleotti, Cheryl Archer, Johnny Stew- 
art, The Go-Getters (8), Arthur Parting- 
ton, Rosalie Alter, Elly Ardelty, Lily 
Paget, Fay Elizabeth Smith, Virginia Con- 
well, Larry Robbins, David Collyer, Lyle 
Bettger, Barbara McCutcheon, Forrest 
Bonshire, Jules Racine, Ed Phillips, Veda 
Brown, Frank Westbrook, Melissa Hay- 
den, Pat Hammerlee, Bill Bradley, Mi- 
chael Maule, Wanna Allison, Josephine 
Lambert, Marie Leidal, Sylvia StahIlman, 
John Diggs, Joseph James, James Young, 
Wm. B. Veasey; 17 Singers (most of them 
doubling in bits, and above-listed); 14 
dancers (ditto). 





“Love Life” is one of those re- 
gretful Broadway legit adventures 
which hurts the show-wise observer 
as much as the aitificers responsi- 


ble for this noble experiment. It) 


just misses coming off. Everything 
about this new musical figures to 
shape it as a distinguished produc- 
tion entry, and yet the sum total 
doesn’t add up on the plus side. 
As a result, it’s a spotty entertain- 
ment, which doesn’t augur well for 
its Broadway b.o. 

Fundamentally it's an adult at- 
tempt at a musical. Librettist 
Alan Jay Lerner labels this two- 
act (16-scene) show a “Vaudeville.” 


’ Ld ‘ 
Where's Charley? 

Cy Feuer and Ernest H. Martin pro- 
| duction (in association with Gwen Rick- 
ard) of musical in two acts. Stars Ray 
Bolger; features Allyn McLerie, Horace 
Cooper, Byron Palmer, Jane Lawrence, 
Doretta Morrow, Paul England. Staged 
by George Abbott; book by Abbott, based 
on Brandon Thomas’ “Charley’s Aunt;” 
| words and music, Frank Loesser; dances, 
| George Balanchine; sets and costumes, 
| David Ffolkes. Musical director, Max 
| Goberman. At St. James, N. Y., Oct. 11, 
"48; $6 top. 


Brassett TeTTTRr TTT ee John Lynds 
' Jack C€ hesne atreres fier Byron Palmer 
Charley Wykehamy...... ..Ray Bolger 


i Doretta Morrow 
Amy Spettigue....... .... Allyn McLerie 
Wilkinson eEN ve Rea ea oe Edgar Kent 
Sir Francis Chesney Paul England 


Mr. Spettigue......... ..Horace Cooper 
A Professor On ee eee Jack Friend 
Donna Lucia D’Alvyadorez..Jane Lawrence 
i i) a .. James Lane 
By) See eRe eer ney os yy 
RMN find gd 44-406 Mawes Douglas Deane 
Dancers: Mary Alice Bingham, Vicki 
Barrett, Geraldine Delaney, Marge Ellis, 
Marie Foster, Marcia Maier, Nina 
Starkey, Susan Stewart, Toni Stuart, 
Douglas Dean, George Enke, John 
Friend, Bobby Harrell, Dusty McCaf- 
frey, Walter Rinner, Bill Weber, Gor- 
don West, Ken Whelan. 
Singers: Rae Abruzzo, Jane Judge, Ruth 
McVane, Betty Oakes, Eleanor Parker, 


Katharine Reeve, Gloria Sullivan, Irene | 


Weston, Robert Baird, James Bird, Dan 
Gallagher, Bob Held, Cornell McNeil, 
Stowe Phelps, William Scully, Ernest 
Taylor. 





Ray Bolger’s dancing and clown- 
‘ing in “Where's Charley?” more 
than offset a thin, corny book, so 
, that the answer to the show’s title 


r 
is simple. “Charley” should play | 


at the St. James for months. 


This is George Abbott’s musical | 
‘version of the hoagy Brandon | 
Thomas farce, “Charley’s Aunt,” | 


with Abbott figuring in dual ca- 
pacity as director and adapter. He's 
been more successful in the first 
'(and more familiar) role, staging 
a sprightly musical evening based 
on his not-so-brilliant adaptation. 
At best, “Charley's Aunt” was a 
corny college concoction, and the- 
atrical education has outgrown its 
theme. But it still serves as a satis- 
factory enough vehicle when tal- 
ents like Bolger’s are concerned, 
and the latter’s mugging, clown- 
ing and capering turn “Where's 
Charley?” into an appealing eve- 
ning. 

Frank Loesser, song and filmmusic 
writer, attempting his first Broad- 
way score, supplies sufficient song 
and dance material, and a generally 
engaging cast abéts Bolger nobly. 
The star doesn’t dance enough to 
suit most of his fans, but he works 
hard constantly, dashing on and 
off stage continually to make the 
whirlwind costume changes from 
Oxford senior to Brazilian aunt. 
Bolger also sings his one or two 
numbers acceptably for an all- 
round scoring performance. 

“Once In Love With Amy,’ 
which he sings agreeably, and then 
turns from a softshoe into a jaunty 
acrobatic dance number, is one of 
the show’s high spots. His ballroom 
numbers with Allyn McLerie in 
“Make a Miracle” and “Cotillion” 
are other fine moments. 

Miss McLerie is something of a 
find as a dancing-singing come- 
dienne, her angular grace and prim 
manner acting as fine foil to Bol- 
ger. She dances well in “Miracle” 
and “Pernambuco,” and deftly han- 
dies a character song, “The Woman 
in His Room.” 

Loesser’s music is above aver- 
age, with a ballad, “My Darling, 
My Darling” (handsomely sung by 
3vron Palmer and Doretta Mor- 
row), likely to hit the various band 
parades. “Make a Miracle” is 
smart songwriting, and “Lovelier 
Than Ever” has an old-fashioned 
charm. Rhythm numbers like the 
marching song and “Where’s Char- 
ley?” also click. 

Show’s production numbers aren’t 
standouts, the first-act finale, ‘“Per- 
nambuco,” being an uneven bit of 
dancing and grouping. “At the Red 
tose Cotillion,” with its old-fash- 
ioned waltz style, is better. “The 
Gossips,” with its strip effect, is 
an engaging number. George Ba- 
lanchine, who staged the dances, 
has done a workmanlike but not 
distinguished job. Abbott’s staging 
retains much of the _ turn-of-the- 
/century English flavor, and David 
Ffolkes’ sets and costumes are 
handsome and attractive. 

Hard-working cast includes two 
charming romantic singing and act- 
| ing leads in Palmer and Miss Mor- 
‘row; another attractive singer in | 
| Jane Lawrence; an amusing come- 
dian in Horace Cooper, and a work- | 
|manlike farceur in Paul England. 
| They help bring “Charley” up to 
date. Bron. 


: Legit Bits 


Robert W. Dowling, prez of City 
|Investing Corp., will be chairman 
of Mayor O’Dwyer’s Manhattan 
| committee to welcome the Freedom 
|Train back to N.Y. Dec. 26....John 
| Tait, one of J. C. Williamson Aus- 
sie theatre chain heads, is due in 
| N.Y. first week in November after 
|a month’s stay in London... .Bert 
Freed into the Chief Sitting Bull 
|role in “Annie Get Your Gun” at 
| Imperial, N.Y....Paula Lawrence 
) and Virginia Lederer writing a 
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| Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Adding to the mystery of “L’Affaire Lifar,” was a cable sent from 
Paris last week to the desks of a couple of N. Y. newspapers, with a 
copy to N. Y. Mayor William O’Dwyer. Cable read: “The Committee 
of the Resistance of French Artists protests against the patronage of 


-Serge Lifar, of the Paris Opera Ballet, Russian collaborator during 


the occupation, and against Favre Lebret, agent of the German propa- 
ganda office during the war.” Lifar is ballet master and choreographer 
of the Paris dance troupe, and Lebret its company manager. Lifar 
has been charged with Nazi collaboration during the war, but was 
cleared by Georges Hirsch, head of the Paris Opera and a resistance 
leader himself, at a recent N. Y. interview. 

Oddly enough, cable arrived the day of the final appearance of the 
Paris Opera Ballet at City Center, N. Y. Troupe was here under N. Y, 
City sponsorship as part of city’s Jubilee celebration. It was on a 
brief tour the past week, through Sunday (10), and is sailing home 
today (Wed.) on the DeGrasse. 


If nothing else, Moss Hart’s new play, “Light Up the Sky,” when it 
comes to Broadway, will have an aura of expectancy for the inside- 
stuffers not usually attendant to the average new legit entry. This 
stems. of course, from the rhubarb over the real-life courtterparts of 
prototypes, which are said to include the Billy Roses (Eleanor Holm), 
Gertrude Lawrence, Tallulah Bankhead, Katharine Cornell, Guthrie 
McClintic, et al. Rose saw a run-through of the play and said he didn't 
mind it but felt that it “was not sympathetic” to his wife. The Roses 
were in New Haven last weekend to see the play, as was George Jean 
Nathan, who is also mentioned in the play. 





Claudia Cassidy, Chicago Tribune legit and music critic, has been 
verbally lashed before stage and orchestra audiences in the past sev- 
eral weeks. She was subject of quips in “Angel in the Wings,” by 
Hank Ladd, co-star, who sat off cracks about show shuttering due to 
her caustic review. Show officials admitted terse pen closed the show 
through effect at the boxoffice. 

Last week, Phil Spitalnv, in an after-concert speech, chided Miss 
Cassidy and offered her $1,000 to come on stage and play the piano. 
She had panned his last year’s concert. 


The 1949 Theatre, Arena and Auditorium Guide of the Assn. of 
Theatrical Agents and Managers, reference book on theatres, local 
regulations, union rules and road problems, will be off the presses 
latter part of November. Tome, of 416 pages, will be printed by 
Strand Press and sell for $5, with proceeds going to ATAM’s unem- 
ployment fund. Union staffers have been doing research for nine 
months for the book, with Hal Olver as editor and compiler. ATAM 
has done all the research and work on the book, with no aid from 
the Stage Managers Club, as recently erratumed. 


Lucile Phillips, only grandmother among the talent agents fran- 
chised by Equity, is celebrating her 30th year this season as an agent. 
Widow of Murray Phillips, w.k. producer and casting agent, she con- 
ducted his agency with him for 25 years, and has continued it since 
his death five years ago, handling casting for Broadway shows, niteries 
and pix. She's mother of Peggy Phillips, Theatre Guild p.a., and Arnold 
—e Miami merchant. Latter’s child puts her into the grandma 
class. 


Kay Ambrose, w.k. British artist-writer, is in N. Y. as company man- 
ager of the Ram Gopal Hindu dance troupe, which opens an engage- 
ment at the Century, N. Y., tonight (Wed.). Writer wanted to do a 
book on Hindu dancing, hence signed up with the troupe in London 
and is traveling with it on tour. 

Miss Ambrose’s “Ballet-Lover’s Pocket-book,” published in England 
and U. S. (by Knopf here), priced at $1.50, has sold 150,000 copies to 
date. It’s the first time any book on the dance has hit that figure. 


B’way Season Perks 


Continued from page 49 





























| book, considered to be semi-auto- 
biographical of the former....Lee. 
Sabinson guest-lecturing today 
(Wed.) in Jay Gorney’s “Musical 
'Plays” course at New School) 
Dramatic Workshop, with Helen} 
_Tamiris as guest gabber next week 
(20)....Lorella Val-Mery in Karl 
Bernstein’s _ office, publicizing | 
“Where’s Charley?”; Frank Good- | 
man in Dick Maney’s office for | 
“Private Lives.” 

William Morris agency signed 
Leonard Sillman to exclusive con- | 
tract on his “New Faces” project, 
for nitery, radio, tele and legit.... | 
Carl Shain, who staged last sea-| 
son’s “Danny Larkin” for the 
Experimental theatre, to stage | 
“The Heepie Steeple” for N.Y.’s! 
Abbe Theatre School... Dorothy | 
Stewart, N.Y. legit rep for J. C.| 
Williamson of Australia, composed 
song, “We'll Work It Out To-| 
gether,” for NBC at veepee Ken} 
Dyke’s request, in honor of United | 
Nations Week. NBC will air song) 
,all during UN week (Oct. 16-24). | 








Nat Karson heading production | i¢, 


staff for N.Y. Times’ “Fashions of 


| weeks, this totals 15 shows through 
| Saturday (9). 


Last year, Broadway had its first 
hit in “Command Decision” Oct. 1, 
show being the ninth play since 
the season’s start. There were 20 
shows presented by end of October, 
and six hits showing by that time, 
“Command Decision,” “Man and 
Superman,” “High Button Shoes,” 
“Allegro,” “Medea” and “Winslow 
Boy.” The current season looks to 
better that by the end of the 
month, 


Interesting point about this sea- 
son is the fact that last week’s 
three entrants look so promising, 
despite sharply-divided or ma- 
jority-unfavorable press notices. 
“Edward, My Son,” bowing the 
week previous got the nod of all 
nine N. Y. daily critics, but last 


,week’s trio definitely didn’t. ‘“Pri- 
vate Lives” got five okays and three 


turndowns (the Herald Tribune's 
Howard Barnes not covering). 
“Summer and Smoke” got two 
good notices, others being so-so to 
downright bad. “Love Life” got 
four okays to five nays. Notices 
were sharply divided, some critics 


|using the term “masterpiece” for 


a play that others called downright 
bores, while some called a play a 
definite hit that others found un- 
likely or disappointing. 

In the case of “Private Lives,” 
show's pre-Broadway tour last year 
grossed $970,000 to put the revival 
on the black side of the ledger. 


Show, with Tallulah Bankhead in | 


the lead, has been playing to 
standees in N. Y. at every perfor- 
mance except Wednesday’s (6) mat- 
inee, to gross over $26,300 in its 
first week. 

“Summer and Smoke,” despite 
S seven adverse notices, looks like 


the Times,” and directing his first it will make good. Show on its 


fashion show (Oct. 26-29) 


Phillips left N.Y. Friday (8) for! 
Chi, to be ahead of Theatre Guild’s | 


“Silver Whistle.”....Joseph Heidt 
celebrated his 20th year as Theatre 


Guild publicity director Friday (8). , 


Peggy | Second night (Thurs.) played to 


standees, and for its five perform- 
ances last week grossed almost 
$15,200. In three and a half weeks 
on the road it grossed $67,000, 
which represented a $9,000 loss, 


considered remarkably low for out- 
of-town tryout costs. 


Show had aN. Y. advance of 
$150,000, including parties, up to 
its opening. It has 34 parties lined 
up until mid-December. Produc- 
tion costs $90,000, but its operating 
nut isn’t high, show claiming to 
break even at $15,000. Cast isn’t 
high-salaried, or with name stars. 
Show has had steady though not 
long lines at the boxoffice. It’s 
believed it can pay off in four 
months, while rep of its author, 
Tennessee Williams, plus plugs for 
|the show and its leads, is likely to 
carry it through to the spring. 
| While the N. Y. dailies’ notices 
| were mixed, show got raves from 
\the various radio commentators 
generally. And most N. Y. critics, 
as well as Walter Winchell, singled 
out Margaret Phillips, the lead, for 
unusual tributes. 


“Love Life,” opening Thursday 
(7), had 34 standees the second 
night. There were standees at both 
Saturday performances, which is 
also unusual. Although show cost 
over $300,000, it-had an advance 
before opening of $200,000. It has 
35 full houses sold, plus some 
splits, through December. Show 
grossed $26,300 on five perform- 
|arces last week (including a Wed- 
|nesday preview) and looks pretty 
} bullish, 











Madeleine Carroll Play 
_ In Ontario Bow Oct. 21 


Toronto, Oct. 12. 

| “Goodbye, My Fancy,” Made- 
\leine Carroll starrer, opens at the 
‘Grand theatre, London, Ontario, 
Oct. 21 for a three-day “dress re- 
/hearsal.”” Play then moves to the 
Royal Alexandra theatre, here, 
Oct. 25, before going to Boston for 
its pre-Broadway tryout. 

Conrad Nagel, Sam Wanamaker 
pew Blanche Yurka are also in the 
piay. 
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Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VartEty’s 
boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 
Last This 
Season Season 
umber of shows current................ eeeece 27 18 
Potal weeks played so far by all shows.......... 375 353 


Total gross for all current shows last week. 
Total season’s gross so far for all shows 


$540.000 $474,685 
.. $7,683,300 $8,022,785 


Number of new productions so far........ 14 16 











Brigadoon 396, Shoes’ 366 Pace 
Chi; ‘Roberts’ $28,700, ‘Boy’ 196 


Chicago, Oct. 12. + 


Although all other local amuse- 
ments took a slump last week, 
legit continued in fine fettle, with 
the two new shows doing well. 
Matinee business was slightly off 
for “Brigadoon,” but musical did 
very well regardless. “Winslow 
Boy,’ under Theatre Guild sub- 
scription, also had an _ excellent 
week. As for the _ perennials, 
“High Button Shoes,” “Mister 
set and “Streetcar Named 

»sire” continued to bring in top 
boxoffice. 

“Heiress” and “Silver Whistle” 
commence Oct. 25, and ‘‘Com- 
mand Decision” reopens the Stud- 
ebaker Nov. 8. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Brigadoon” Shubert ‘lst week) 
(2.100; $4.94). Very bright $35,000 
for first week. 

“High Button Shoes,” Great 
Northern (21st week) (1,500; $6.18). 
Btill sparking the rest of the at- 
traciions, boff $36,000. 

“Mister Reberts,” Erlanger (5th 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Terrific 
$28,700. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har- 
ris (3rd week) (1,000; $4.33). Last 


week of Guild aegis brought 
rousing $21,200. 
“Winslew Bey,” Selwyn (ist 


week) (1,000; $3.71). Fine $19,000 
under Guild subscription. 


MONTE CARLO BALLET 
TERRIF 5136 IN N. Y. 


Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, in 
= third and final week at the 

etropolitan Opera House, N. Y., 
grossed a terrific $51,500 for eight 
fimp" trom in a startling $7,000 
l 





mp from the previous week. 
tronger biz at the matinees and 
jammed standees the final two 
nights account for increase. 
Company did $155,000 for 27 

rformances in the little over 
hree weeks of its Met stay, con- 
sidered remarkable at a $3 top. 
Fact that this was Ballet Russe’s 
10th season, and celebrated as a 
gala event with company aug- 
mented by a host of guest stars, 
including Agnes de Mille, Alicia 
Markova, Mia Slavenska, Anton 
Dolin, Joe Torres and Leonide 
Massine, hypoed attendance. Also 
the drop from the usual Met $4.80 
tariff to a $3 top. 


‘Heiress’ Slow 136 in Pitt 
Despite Good Notices 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 

Nixon ran into a slowdown last 
week with “The Heiress” after a 
gensational month divided between 
“Streetcar Named Desire” and 
“Brigadoon.” Fred  Finklehoffe- 
Jed Harris Broadway hit got ex- 
cellent notices but hit the general 
defiation that was expected after 
sensational business of previous 
four weeks, and barely got $13.000. 

Playing at $3 top ($3.90 includ- 
ing federal and city taxes) “Heir- 
ess” started slowly and even a 
lowing press couldn't stimulate 
nterest. Show remained sluggish 
dewn the stretch, picking up only 
on Saturday when the first healthy 
house of the week saved its face. 

Nixon currently has “John Loves 
Mary,” -which ends its tour here 
Saturday night (16), and then gets 
“Silver Whistle,” under subscrip- 
tion auspices, with ‘For Love or 
Money” following. 


‘John’ 10!/,G, Detroit 


Detroit, Oct. 12. 

“John Loves Mary” closed a 
two-week stanza at the Cass thea- 
tre with an estimated $10,500. 

Basil Rathbone in “The Heiress” 
moves into the Cass Monday for 
a two-week run. 

Following this production, which 
features Beatrice Straight and Pa- 
tricia Collinge, the Cass will pre- 
sent the Theatre Guild production 
of “Carousei.” 

It’s a return engagement for De- 
troit and will run 10 days. 











Current Road Shows 


(Oct. 11-23) 


“Annie Get Your Gun”—Ameri- 
can, St. Louis (11-23). 


“As the Girls Go”—Opera Hse. 


Bost. (13-23). 

“Blackouts of 1948”—E] Capitan 
L. A. (11-23). 

“Born Yesterday” — Loeust 


Philly (11-23). 
“Bravo’—-Shubert, N. Haven (21- 
23). 


“Brigadoon”—Shubert, Chi (11- 
23) 


“Burlesque” — Aud., Sacramento 
(11); Lobero, S. Barbara (12): Aud.. 
S. Diego (14-15); Aud., Pasadena 
(16); Biltmore, L.A. (18-23). 

“Carousel”—Curran, Frisco (11- 
13); Aud., Oakland (14-16): Capital, 
Salt Lake City (18-19); Aud., Den- 
ver (21-23) 

“Command Deeisien” — 
Worcester (11); Aud., Northampton 
(12); Court Sq. Springfield (13); 
Shubert, N. Haven (15-16); Shubert. 
Philly (18-23). 


Aud. 





“Desert Song’—Mayfair, Port 
(11-15); Temple, Tacoma (16); Met, 
Seattle (18-23). 


“Escape Me Never’—Royal Alex.., 
Toronto (18-23). 

“Finian’s Rainbow” 
Philly (11-16); 
23). 

“For Love or Money’—Aud., La 
Crosse (11); Parkway, Madison (12): 
Davidson. Mil. 13-16): Hanna, 
Cleve. (18-23). 

“Goodbye My 


— Forrest 
Shubert, Bost. (18- 


Faney”—Grand. 


London, Ont. (21-23). 

“Happy Birthday”—Leobero, S. 
Barbara (22-23). 

“Harvey’ — Colonial, Bost. (11- 
23). 


“High Butten Shoes”—Gt. North- 
ern. Chi. (11-23). 

“Jehn Leves Mary”—Nixon, Pitt. 
(11-16). 

“Life With Mother’ — Walnut 
Philly (11-16). 

“Light Up the Sky”’—Plymouth 
Bost. (11-23). 

“Man and Superman”’—Erlanger. 
Buff. (11-14); Aud.. Roeh. (15-16); 
Piymouth, Bost. (18-23). 

“Medea’’—Biltmore, L.A. (11-16); 
Aud., S. Diego (18); Aud., Pasadena 
(19): White, Fresne (21-22); Aud. 
S. Jose (23). 

“Minnie & Mr. Williams”—Wi!I- 
bur. Bost. (12-23). 

“My Romance’—Shubert, 
(11-16). 


Bost 


“Mr. Reberts” — Erlanger, Chi 
(11-23) 

“Oklahoma!” — Lyrie, Allentown 
(11-13); Rajah, Reading (14-16): 


Plavhouse. Wil. (18-23). 

“Oklahoma!”—Poche, New Or- 
leans (11-16); Aud., Shreveport (18- 
19): Aud... Denver (21-22). 

“Set My People Free”—Majestic 
Bost. (11-16); Forrest, Philly (18- 
23). 

“Show Beoat’—Colonial. 
(18-19!: Davidson, Mil, (20-23). 

“Silver Whistle”—Royal Alex. 
Toronto (11-16): Nixon, Pitt. (18-23) 

“Streetcar Named Desire’’—Har- 
ris, Chi. (11-23). 

“The Blue. Danube”—Philhar- 
monic Aud., L.A. (11-16); Curran, 
Frisco (18-23). 


Akron 


“The Heiress’—Cass, Det. (i1- 
23) 

“The Leading Lady”—Copley 
Boston (11-16). 


Webster Shakespeare Co.— 
Palmer, N. London (11-12); Edward 
Kingston (13); Bushnell, Hartford 
(14-16): Aud... Geneseo (18); Uni- 
versity, Alfred (19); Skidmore, Sar. 
Springs (20); University, Middle- 
bury (21); St. Michaels, Burlington 
(22-23). 

“Winslow Boy” — Selwyn. Chi 
(11-23). 


‘Burlesque’ 106, Seattle 


Seattle, Oct. 12. 
Bert Lahr in “Burlesque” hit a 
flat spot here at the Metropolitan. 
where the week's take was only 
$10,006. 
The 1.500-seater was scaled from 
| $3.75. 





“Annie” Nifty $38,000 
For 6 Nites in Kaycee 


Kansas City, Oct. 12. 
“Annie Get Your Gum” for six 
days in the Music Hall did a re- 


spectable folloyup of last year’s! 


sock date here. This year’s play 


was strong. though no sellout, and | 
through the week, | 


built steadily 
Saturday's matinee and night be- 
ing virtually SRO. Figure for the 
six nights ‘at $4.27 top) was a 
rousing $38.000. Last vear’s date 
here ran $54,000. virtually top 
money. with Mary Martin name 
figured responsible for fair share 
of biz. 

A & N Presentations, which 
handles legits and musicals here, 


has made arrangements to bring 
back “Oklahoma!” this season, 
first time on recent record here 
that a major road company has 
played town twice same season. 
Company was here for six per- 
formance ‘four days) in Septem- 


ber and grossed $34,000. great. On 
that basis a return engagement is 
figured a good bet. and company 
will come back early in May. The 
spring booking again will be four 
days with six performanees. for 
the fifth time show has played 
here. 


‘Whistle’ $12,000, 
Charleston’ 106, 
‘Lady 96 in Hub 


Boston, Oct. 12. 


Three new shows in town this 
week light every house for the first 
time in plenty of seasons with all 
seven legit houses occupied. “Light 
Up the Sky” teed off at the Plym- 
euth last night (11), “Minnie and 
Mr. Williams” follows tonight at 
the Wilbur, and ‘As the Girls Go” 
debuts at the Opera House tomor- 
row night. 

The two openers last week were 
“Charleston. 1822” at the Majestic, 
and “My Romance” at the Shubert 
“Charleston.” third Guild show of 
the season here. wasn’t liked very 
much; “My Romance” got a niee 
boost. “Charlesten” is gomg back 
to its original title, “Set My Peo- 
ple Free.” this week. 

Directly ahead are “Finian’s 
Rainbow’ set for the Opera House 
Oct. 18. and “Bravo!” at the Wil- 
bur, Oct. 25. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

“Charleston, 1822." Majestic ‘1.- 
500; $3.60). (1st week). This Guild 
attraction proved no great attrac- 
tion for biz. getting by mostly on 





the Guild-ATS list for an esti- 
mated $10,000, mild. Final week 
current. 

“Command Decisien.” Wilbur, 


(1.200; $3.60) (3d week). This one 
never did take here, third and 
final week getting a disappointing 
$11,000. 

“Harvey,” Colonial (1.500: $3.60) 
(3d week’. World Series hurt this 
big draw a little, shaving the third 
week to an estimated $24.500 
which is still sock and elose to 
capacity. 

“My Remance,” Shubert (1,750: 
$4.20) (Ist \ k). New seore for this 
old fave drew good notices and 
did an esiimaicd $15.000 on five 
performances, which is okay for a 
World Sertes. week. Second week 
current and will probably do bet- 
ter. 

“The Leading Lady,” Copley 
(1.000: $3.60:. This one didnt 
catch on too well in the uptown 
legit house. nor did it get teo 
much of a lift in the press. Re- 
suiting $9.000 is weak. 

“The Silver Whistle,” Pivmouth 
(1.200; $3.60) (2d week). Although 
this Guild offering didn't get too 
much heip from the crix, the show 
proved to have some drawing 
power and got a fairly good $12.- 
000 on its second and final week 
here. 


MOSS HART’S ‘LIGHT UP’ 
SMASH 1456 IN N. H. 


New Haven. Oct. 12. 

Premiere of the Moss Hart 
comedy, “Light Up The Sky.” did 
very healthy biz despite mixed com- 
ment from the word-of-mouth 
angie. In for five performances on 
a four-day stand ‘6-9) at the Shu- 
bert (‘1600 capacity!, attendance 
built to weekend SRO for an esti- 
mated $14.500 at $3.60 top. 

This week house gets “Command 
Decision” for a last half (1416) 
‘Next week brings another preem. 
the new Kaufman-Ferber “Bravo,” 
i with Max Gordon producing. 





Bway Continues to Soar: ‘Edward 
$28,400, ‘Private Lives -Tallulu 266, 





‘Medea’ Up to $23,000, 
‘Danube’ Blue 156, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

Biz downbeat continued iast 
week with only Judith Anderson in 
“Medea” escaping its effects. Lat- 
ter pulled upward nicely for the 
second of its three frames New- 
comer, “The Biue Danube.” came 
in to sour notices and bad word- 
of-month that forced refund of a 
percentage of its advance. 

Two newcomers this week 
“Black John” rekindles the long- 
dark Belasco tomorrow (13) and 
“Eurydice” bows at the Coronet 
Friday. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan 
(329th wk) (1.142: $2.40). Down 
to $16,500. 

“Lend An Ear,” Las Palmas ‘17th 


wk! (388: $3). Slipped mildly to 
$6,300. 

“Medea,” Biltmore (2d wk) (1-- 
636: $3.60). Word-of-mouth build- 


ing this ome despite general trend 
of business. Second week nice $23,- 
000. 

“Separate Reoms,’ New Beaux 


Arts (2Ist wk) (560; $3). About 
$2,800. 
“The Blue Danube,” Philhar- 


monic Aud (Ist wk) (2,670; $3.60) 
Bad reviews and equally bad word- 
of-mouth offset enthusiasm of Mil- 
iza Korjus fans. First frame pale 
$15,000. 


Finian Packs 
Philly at 3416 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Indications are streng for some 
very fine legit biz in three of 
Philly’s regular legit houses that 
are open this week. All three of 
the attractions. opening last week, 
did very well, and all are figured 
to top their last week's figures cur- 
rently. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” a _ return 
visitor, is using a $4.55 regular 
scale in its two-week engagement 
at the Forrest. with $5.20 Saturday 
night. It’s the first show of this 
season which has fried that scale. 





“Brigadoon.” ‘Where's Charley” 
and the rest using a $3.90 scale for 
weekdays with $4.55 Saturday. 


There have been plenty of empty 
ork seats for ““Finian” on its cur- 
rent return despite glowing press, 
but show is way ahead of its com- 
petitors on gross figures and 
should go further ahead. Last 
week did $34,500. 

Another smash hit in town is 
“Life With Mother,” which re- 
ceived just as enthusiastic notices 
from the first-string crix here as it 
had in Detroit last spring. ‘‘Born 
Yesterday.” another return visitor 
ran third last week when it bowed 
in for what was advertised as a 
strictly limited run at the Locust. 
but with its opposition close to ca- 
pacity figures. “Yesterday” is 
building a steady b.o. advance. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” Forrest (Ist 
week) (1.766: $4.55). Easily led 
town with $34.500. 

“Life With Mother,” Walnut (Ist 
week) (1,340; $3.90). Rave notices 
here. too. and fine biz throughout, 
with $24.000. 

“Born Yesterday,” 
week) (1.580: $3.90). 
tor got $15,300. 


Lederer-Blair- Money’ 
Okay at 136 in St. Loo 


St. Louis, Oct. 12. 

“For Love or Money,” with Fran- 
cis Lederer and Janet Blair in the 
top roles, hung up a neat boxoffice 
tally for its one-week stand end- 
ing Saturday (9) at the American 
theatre. With the 1,700-seat house 
sealed to $3.18, the estimated gross 
for eight performances was $13.- 
600 The crix were divided with 
their reviews. 

A good advance has been re- 
ported for the two weeker of ‘An- 
nie Get Your Gun.” which teed off 
at the American ljast night ‘Mon- 
day). Musical is sealed to $5.08. 


Locust (Ist 
Return visi- 








Charles Chaplin is directing re- 
vival of “Rain.” in which June 
Havee will star for Circle Players 
in Los Angeles. 


‘Love Life’ Hot; 3 Openings Next Wk. 


+ Biz along Broadway was better 


‘last week than the week previous, 
when everything was a Dit off. 
Grosses were up as much as $2,000 
or $3,000. Bow of three promising 
plays kindled interest, while Mon- 
day’s (4) Jewish New Year was re- 
sponsible for a boff night, practi- 
cally everything selling out. Mon- 
day's intake offset a slight midweek 
sag. while the week overall ended 
oKay. 

The three shows that bowed— 
‘Private Lives,” (‘Tallulah Bank- 
head), “Summer and Smoke” and 
“Love Life’—drew strong grosses 
despite a surprisingly divided press 
on each. “Edward, My Son.” in its 
first full week, was playing to 
standees ‘each performance. 

This week’s sole entrant was 
Monday’s (11) “Where's Charley.” 
Three openings are set for next 
week—"The Leading Lady” Mon- 
day (18), “My Romance” Tuesday 
(19) and “Life With Mother’ Wed- 
nesday (20) 

Keys: C (Comedy), D 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drame), R ‘Revue), 
M (Musical), JO (Operette). 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(126th wk) (M-1,472:; $6.50). Long- 
rum musical celebrated its 1,000 
performance Thursday (7) with an 
SRO house that night and jumped 
to about $40,000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (140th 
wk) (C-993; $480). Vet comedy 
still bewling along nicely, with 
$14,000 plenty good. 

“Edward, My Sen,” Beck (2d wk) 
(D-2.214; $4.86) In its first full 
week, new British drama had 
standees for every performance, 
clocking off $28,400. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (207th wk) (C- 
902: $4.80). Leongrun comedy has 
been rejuvenated by injection of 
Joe E. Brown into tead. Upped 
$1,500 last week to neat $14,000. 

“High Butten Shoes,’ Shubert 
(53d wk) (M-1,387; $6). Musical, 
which was a year old Saturday (9), 
had a happy birthday in a $1,000 
boxoffice rise to $37,000 for the 
week. Moves Oet. 18 to the Broad- 
way to make way for “My Ro- 
mance.” 

“Howdy, Mr. lee,” Center (16th 
wk) (R-2.964; $2.88). Skate extrav- 
aganza bettered last week to the 
merry tune of $44.000. 

“Inside U.S.A.,” Majestic (24th 
wk) (R-1.659; $6). One of the shows 
that gained sharply last week, up- 
ping $3,000 to about $438,000. 

“Love Life,” 46th Street (Ist 
wk) (M-1,319: $6). New Cheryl 
Crawford musical opened Thursday 
(7) to mixed notices but standee 
attendance. In five performances, 
including a preview, show did 
$26,300. 

“Magdalena.” Ziegfeld (3d wk) 
(O-1,628: $6.69). Musical spectacle 
had its first theatre party Thursday 
(7), which helped keep attendance 


(Drame), 


up. Gross a little above iast week, 


$33,000. 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (39th wk) ‘(R-1,160; $6). In- 
timate revue perked; David Burns 
returned to cast: ‘$27,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (34th 
wk?) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Gross rarely 
varies for this hit, with standees 
at all times; take around $35,000. 

“Private Lives,” Plymouth (Ist 
wk) ‘(C-1,063: $4.80). Licvival get- 
ting all it can hold, despite mixed 
notices. Capacity attendance, and 
Monday's (4) $7.20 top, accounted 
for $26,339 

“Respectful Prostitute,” 
“Hope Is the Thing.” Cort (35th 
wk!) (D-1,064; $4.20). Double-bill 
upped somewhat last week to near- 
ly $13,000. 

“Small Wender,” Coronet (4th 
wk) (R-998; $6). Intimate revue, 
somewhat underestimated the week 
previous, improved last week to 
almost $27,000, and looks to stick. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (45th wk) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
One of the town’s standouts con- 
tinues toe capacity, with standees; 
around $27,500. 

“Summer and Smoke,’ Music 
Box (Ist wk) (D-1,012; $4.80). Ten- 
nessee Williams’ name drawing 
‘em despite mixed reviews. Five 
performances grossed $15,185. 

“The Play’s the Thing,” Booth 
(2Ist wk) ‘CD-712; $4.80). Molnar 
revival also felt the week’s uptake, 
going to $14,000. 

“Where’s Chariey?” St. James 
(M-1,509; $6). Musical version of 
“Charley's Aunt,” with beok by 
George Abbott, music by Frank 
Loesser. Opened Monday (11). 


and 





‘Father’ Harrisburg Teeoff 
Harrisburg, Pa., Oct. 12. 
The Harrisburg Community The- 
atre tees off its 23rd season Oct. 
26 with “Life With Father.” 
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Plays Out of Town 


Light Up The Sky 
New Haven, Oct. 6. 


Joseph M. Hyman and Bernard Hart 
roduction of comedy in three acts by 
Moss Hart Features Sam Levene, Vir- 
ginia Field, Glenn Anders, Philip Ober, 
Christie, Phyllis Povah, Barry 
Bartlett Robinson. Directed by 
the author: setting, Frederick Fox: cos- 
tumes, Kiviette. Opened at Shubert thea- 
tre Oct. 6, °48; $3.60 top 
Miss Lowell Jane Middleton 
Carleton Ae “aaa Glenn Anders 
Francis Black .....Audrey Christie 
Owen Turner s Philip Ober 
Stella Livingston Phyllis Povah 
Peter Sloan Barry Nelson 


Sidney Black Sam Levene 
Sven Harold Dyrenforth 
Irene Livingston Virginia Field 
Tyler Rayburn Bartlett Robinson 
Maid Emily Ross 
Dr. Schloss John Seymou 
Benny Meadows : Jack Keri 
Flo Effie Afton 
Waite Terrance Little 
Internes Si Oakland 
Robert Bernard 


Moss Hart has written an amus- 
ing play about show people—for 
show people. His problem now is 
to make it equally interesting to 
playgoers represented by one of his 
own characters, John Q. Public. 
Items like a caged parrot labelled 
“J. J..” and lines reading “Gilbert 
Miller will be complaining about 
his seat locations,” are swell fod- 
der for a Lambs Gambol or a 
Friars Frolic, but the producers 
of this one have got to think be- 
yond the period when their audi- 
ence potential of insiders will be 
used up 

True, there are a number of fun- 
ny layman lines, some on the de- 
cidedly biue, but the fact that Hart 
has attempted to go beyond the 
point of merely presenting some- 
thing comical has created a situa- 
tion that will need the skill of an 
expert to provide the literary watt- 
age necessary to make this play 
“light up the sky.” That the au- 
thor, possesses such skill is ac- 
knowledged, but it’s going to re- 
quire all of his craftsmanship to 
lift this one from its present status 
as moderate hit material into a 
substantial click. A psychic line 
comes from one of the characters, 
a vet playwright, who comments 
on a new play by stating “it needs 


work.” 
Obviously, author is not content 
with preparing laughs alone. He 


has delved into something that is 
a cross between a crusade in de- 
fense of the lunatic fringe that 
constitutes show biz personalities 
and a behind-the-wenes view of 
what transpires just before the out 
of-town opening of a play. The 
sum total is a husky bite that is 
going to require’ considerable 
masticating in order to pre-digest 


it for popular consumption. 
Basically, the story content is 

minor. In a one-sentence capsule, 

it’s a case of a smalltown play- 


wright who believes in humanity, 
has his illusions shattered by be- 
havior of showfolk facing apparent 
failure, then comes back to battle 
the situation rather than quit cold 
as he had planned. 

Onto this slim 
thread, author 
witty lines, his 
philosophy and a series of 
or less noteworthy caricatures. 
Among the latter are the clear-cut 
impersonations of Billy Rose and 
wife, Eleanor Holm, together with 
less clearly defined composites. Al- 
though vitriol and Jaughing gas 
probably don’t blend chemically, 
they do in this script. Impression 
given, however, is that whatever 
poison-pen elements exist are 
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there subordinately rather than 
as an attempt at personal derision. 

Identification of characters has 
a considerable bearing on full ap- 
preciation of lines and manner- 
isms which, incidentally, is an ad- 
vance publicity angle wherein the 
flack department can help to set 
the groundwork for added audience 
enjoyment. 

Playing the Rose takeoff Sam 
Levene, who rants, pleads pat ca- 
joles his way through the role of 
a producer who has sunk a fortune 
into the initial effort of a young 
playwright. His work is tops. Vir- 
ginia Field does a femme leading 
lady in an amusing manner, mir- 
roring the more laughable idiosyn- 
crasies of some of legit’s “first” 
ladies. Also, she wears fetchinglyv 
an assortment of attractive apparel. 


Going down the roster in feat- 
ured order are Glenn Anders, 
whose interpretation of a limp- 
wristed director is “just ducky”; 


Philip Ober, who dispenses com- 
petently the philosophical gems in 
the autobiographical role of a vet- 
eran playwright; Audrey Christie, 
a wow in the Eleanor Holm car- 
bon; Phyllis Povah, whose perfect 
timing punctuates her stage-mother 
part; Barry Nelson, naive young 
playwright who survives the fire 
of his baptism into show business; 
Bartlett Robinson, Wall Street 
semi-stuffed shirt whom the star 
has married “for comfort.” Jane 
Middleton adds a gracious picture 
of a ghost writer doing the life 
story of the femme thesp. 

Direction is still in the probing 
stage. Play gets off at a tortoise 
pace, not hitting its stride till 
second _ stanza. Delineation of 
characters has been well handled, 
both from writing and = staging 
angles. 

A handsome single setting of a 
hotel living room suite provides 
lush surroundings for the hectic 
antics of the pre- and post-preem 
events. Stunning wardrobe items 
complement visual assets 

Bone. 


My Romance 


Boston, Oct. 7 

Messrs. Shubert production of musical 
play in two acts, adapted from Edward 
Sheldon’s “‘Romance” by Rowland Leigh. 
Music by Sigmund Romberg. Stars Anne 
Jeffreys; features Luella Gear and Law 
rence Brooks. Staged by Rowland Leigh 
Settings. Watson Barratt; costumes, Lou 
Eisele: dances, Frederick Kelly. Arrange- 
ments by Don Walker. At the Shubert, 
Boston, Oct. 6, °48; $4.20 top 


Suzette Armstrong Joan Shepard 
Harry Armstrong Welliam Berrian 
Alice Marion Mason 


Bishop Tom Armstrong...Lawrence Brooks 
Miss Potherton Hildegarde Halliday 
Cornelius Van Tuyl Melville Ruick 
Susan Van Tuyl Hazel Dawn Jr 
Percival Hawthorne-Hillary Tom Bate 
Veronica DeWitt Gail Adams 
Mrs. Octavia Fotheringham Luella Gear 
Sir Frederick Putman Rex Evans 
Lady Putman Doris Patston 
mrs. Dewit...... Barbara Patton 
Rupert Chandler Melton Moore 
Vladimir Luccachevitch Nat Burns 
Miss Joyce Natalie Norman 
Bertie Wessel Lawrence Weber 
Georgianna Curtright Verna Epperly 
Margaret Fears ..Mary Jane Sloan 
Lawrence Riley.......... Andy Aprea 


yo Os | ee Lou Maddox 
Dewitt Bodeen........ Donald Crocker 
Rosella Allegra Varron 
Mme Marguerita ‘Cavallini (Rita), 


Anne Jeffreys 
Madeleine Holmes 
Tito Coral 
Maestro Mario ) Castegnero LeRoi Operti 


Charlotte Armstrong... 


Ist Maid Kdith Lane 
2nd Maid Patricia Boyer 
Page Boy Norval Tormsen 


Martha Burnett, June Rei- 
Birkhead, Harold Ronk, 


Other Guests: 
mer, Muriel 
LeKoy Bush. 


The new edition of this operetta 
offers skilled music by Sigmund 


, Romberg, a solid leading man in 


Lawrence Brooks and a top looker ' 


in Anne Jeffreys. Otherwise, it’s 
still ‘My Romance,” a watery-eyed 
tale of the love affair of an Epis- 
copal bishop for an Italian opera 
singer. It should have no better 
than a moderate run. 

The Romberg score. which has 
in effect slowed down the action, is 
plenty attractive and no less so for 
the opulent scoring given it by 


Don Walker, whose feeling for 
juicy string tones and harp ar- 
peggios lends the tunes a lot of 


distinction. Edging to the top in 
the musical proceedings, which are 
fairly constant, are “If Only,” “In 
Love With Romance” ‘‘Souvenirs,” 
“From Now Onward” and ‘Para- 
dise Stolen,” all sweetly lyric in 
style and some fairly reminiscent 
of many other Romberg tunes, but 
none the worse for that 

Miss Jeffreys, save in the Ital- 
ianate aria that closes the first act. 
brings off the singing assignment 


very weil indeed. She has a big 
voice, good contro! and an expres- 
sive though not beautiful tone 


qualitv. The result is that she can 
be heard throughout the house and 
can make a good climax: her looks 
do the rest. She does okay with 
dialect, too, maintaining it nicely 
even in the lyrics, while her act- 
ing is competent and effective, in 
the love scenes especially. 

In the role of the bishop who 
falls for the tainted warbler, 
Lawrence Brooks” displays an 


I 
equally big voice, excellent tech- 


nique and a rich baritone quality. 
His acting is sufficient for the de- 
mands of the role, which are to 
look ardent at one minute, self 
righteous the next. Taken together 
the principals are a considerable 
asset to the proceedings, for when 
they are offstage the coy goings on 
and the appallingly unhumorous 
jokes awaken the audience to the 
fact this is a theatrical world long 
since departed this life. 

Luella Gear, a solid performer, 
has one specialty song in “Little 
Emaline,” the humor of which 
probably neither she nor the audi- 
ence gets, otherwise she tries to 
pep up the doings, and there are 
good bits by other performers. The 
production is exceedingly hand- 
some, the sets and costumes offer- 
ing a superbly colorful summary 
of the period of the piece, which 
is New York, circa 1898. 

The show went well over time 
at opener and frequently dragged 
in the many reprises, but will 
doubtless be pruned and speeded 
up before it leaves town Elie. 

Mrs. Carlyle 
Seattle; Oct. 8. 


Showboat Theatre production of his 
torical comedy in three acts (six scenes) 
by Glenn Hughes. Stars Lillian Gish. 
Staged by Kenneth Carr; sets, John Ash 


by Conway At Showboat, Seattle, Oct 
8, *48 

Mrs. Welsh Ruth Balkema Prins 
Capt. Allan Gordon Chris Hansen 
Eliza ; Ogaenia Calkins 
Fanny Graham Dolores Heath 
Jane Welsh Lillian Gish 
George Rennie...,...... Wayne Carson 
Edward Irving........... Jeff Forsythe 
Thomas Carlyle Robert Gray 
a). eee rere Robert Cass 
Francis Jeffrey : Jack Wright 
Grace MacDonald.. Marion Hays Cass 


John Stuart Mill 
Guiseppe Mazzini 
Geraldine Jewsbury 


Stuart Currie 
Thomas Dargan 
Gloria Wingert 


Helen Mitchell Nann Ballard 
Alfred Tennyson Tobert Prins 
Lady Harriet Baring Mary Jasperson 

This life of Jane and Thomas 


Carlyle, from the day they first 
met in 1821, until 1843, when they 
had been married 17 years, is an 
interesting and instructive, long on 
facts and dialog, but short on action 
and drama. It is based upon his- 
toric incidents, with only minor 
chronological changes. As such, it’s 
okay, but the presentation as a 
“slice of life’ is done with the 
sacrifice of suspense and dramatic 
content. 

The differences in desires and 
temperaments during the courtship 
and married life of the pair seem 
minor, and there is no resolution 
of this conflict, if such minor fric- 
tions can be awarded that stature 

Lillian Gish, as Jane Carlyle 
does a fine job in a difficult part 
that spans more than two decades. 
Ruth Balkema Prins, as Jane's 
mother, Mrs. Welsh, is outstanding, 
and Dolores Heath and Chris Han- 
sen click in smaller parts. Robert 
Prins is fine as Alfred Tennyson, 


and Robert Gray brings authority 
and conviction to the part of 


Thomas Carlyle. Balance of cast is 
good. 

Four sets by John Ashby Conway 
are particularly effective, and 
Kenneth Carr’s direction is okay. 
Costumes are handsome, and over- 
all effect is highly successful with- 
in the limits of the play’s poten- 
tials. There seems no commercial 


possibilities for the play, but three- | 


week run here should do well. 
This is the first new play the 
Showboat has produced and is also 
the first in which a name star has 
been used. Robert Gray and the 
two Prins are instructors in the 
U. of Washington’s drama school, 
and balance of cast are students. 

Reed 


The Blue Danube 


Los Angeles, Oct. 4. 

Manhattan Light Opera Co. production 
of musical in two acts. Stars Miliza 
Korjus and Fortunio Bonanova; features 
aul Keast. Gloria Lind, Nana Gollner, 
Paul Petroff. Book and lyrics, Ambrose 
Barker and Ralph Paonessa: music, Jo- 
hann Strauss; musical adaptation, Tibor 
Fejer; choreography, Etienne. At Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium, Los Angeles. Oct. 

48: $3.60 top. 


Fritz Hoppelmayer Peter Cusenelli 


Anna Aa Re Betty Yonick 
Joseph Strauss. ae Robert Vanselow 
Mitzi Bonnie Murray 


Phineas T. Waterbury Phil Van Zandt 
Miss Sophia Schnable Gloria Ann Simpson 
Gino Antonelli Fortunio Bonanova 
Jetty Lang Miliza Korjus 
Baron Van Schlemmer Charles Latorre 
Nebienskovitch : Fred Lorenz 


Dniepf awe eal mugene Wheeler 
Johann Strauss........ ; Paul Keast 
Mama Strauss... scecc: Alma Murphy 


Friedl Pollinger 
Antoinette 
Reporte: 
Premiere Danseuse. 
Premier Dancer 


Gloria Lind 
; Rosine Roselle 
..Monroe Manning 
Nana Gollner 
Paul Petroff 


The Manhattan Light Opera Co. 
needs a new calendar. Outfit ap- 
parently is laboring under the de- 
lusion that this is 1943 or 1944. 
when a melange of familiar music 
was enough to lure ticket-buyers. 
Even during the lush war years, 
however, it’s doubtful if such a 
pathetic production could have 
garnered any coin. In_ today’s 
market, it’s a cinch to wind up fast 
in the warehouse. 

Eugene Bryden was forced to 
drop his directorial chores before 
the break-in, due to illness. Co- 
star Fortunio Bonanova was 
stricken before the opening and is 





idea how the facts gathered will 
fit in before one expends $365,000 
digging up these facts. The report 
itself admits that it isn’t sure what 
it will find; that it hopes the over- 
all survey will give it some leads— 
presumably for another study. 
While critics admit that some 
of the information the report seeks 
is very valuable to know, and that 
some of the questions are fair and 
to the point, they feel that other 
questions are vague and even ir- 
relevant, while still others are in- 
capable of being measured or an- 
swered. Many of the measure- 
ments to be taken, they say, are 
properly a Government function, 
for the labor, census or statistics 
bureaus. There is a national census 
coming up in 1950 that could in- 
clude some of the questions asked. 
Critics also feel the Nathan report 
isn’t a careful survey; it shouldn't 
take 129 pages, they say, to tell 
what it proposes to do. 
Furthermore, feeling is that the 
Nathan report is optimistic about 
the time and cost on the overall 
survey intended, that to do it 
properly as suggested will take 
much more time and money than 
the two years and $365,000 esti- 


bowing out. Each should consider 
himself fortunate. Entire project 
seemed to have been conceived 
simply as a vehicle for Miliza 
Korjus, who doesn’t show to ad- 
vantage at all. Save for Gloria 
Lind, who manages to inject some 
sparkle into the tired proceedings, 
remainder of the cast are about as 
wooden as the book 
Production fairly 
skimpy budget, and biggest open- 
ing night laugh came from the 
near-collapse of the flimsy sets. 
Kap. 


screams 


Bey aati ve omorrow 
North Hollywood, Oct. 6. 


Robert S. Lawson production of com 
edy-drama in three acts by Helen M 
Morosco. Directed and co-produced by 
Peter Coe; lighting and sound effects by 
William Long At North Hollywood 
Playhouse, North Hollywood, Cal., Oct 
6-23, °48; $1 


Somerset Dorcas William Roberts 
Dr. Robert Kent Richard Crane 
Syble Luce ee Kay Morley 


Carlos Luce re Peter Coe 
Eloise Luce........ Catherine Congreve 
Eleanor et ee Imagene Williams 
Stranger iw Alan Wells 


Equity’s $365,000 Question 


Continued from page 49 


| mated. 


| they 
' knew the theatre. 


Finally, feeling’ is that 
though some excellent economists 
prepared the preliminary survey, 
weren't. people who really 


‘Something Wrong’ 

According to its critics, the re- 
port’s first 36 pages say that some- 
thing is wrong and what it wants 
to do, without telling how the 
facts gathered will be related to 
the problem or that the facts will 
help. to improve employment. It 
stresses the cultural aspects of the 
theatre, which are difficult to meas- 
ure quantitatively. (Belief is that 
this part might have been inserted 
to draw help from the various 
cultural foundations, like Rockefel- 
ler, Guggenheim, etc.) 

The report suggests 12 projects 
to be set up. First is “‘supervisory,” 
which fs estimated to take 18 
months and cost $45,000. Critics 
feel there’s too much leeway here; 


{that the purposes are vague and 


Sally Ruth Turner 
This new Helen Morosco offering 
is billed as a comedy drama. The 
comedy fails to materialize; the! 
drama leans to the “melo” side. It 
suffers from bad telling and) 
equally bad staging. Failure to es- 
tablish true situation at play’s 


opening leaves the audience cold 
for whatever laugh lines and situa- 
tions there may have been. 

Play opens with radio broadcast 


program is being ea to permit 
the President of the U. to make 
an emergency broadc aa Curtain 


| then rises on home of artist who is 


losing both his ability and his wife. 
Artist’s wife reacts romantically to 
a mysterious stranger who influ- 


the cost too high, and that this 
project may drag on for a longer 
time and higher cost. 

Second project, “theatre em- 
ployees,”’ estimated to cost $25,000, 
is regarded as seeking a lot of 
data that doesn’t seem pertinent, 
or is impossible to answer. It 
contains questions like “What is 
the average number of weeks of 
employment during your first five 
years in the theatre, and how does 
it compare with employment dur- 
ing succeeding periods?” Critics 
feel that few actors keep such rec- 
ords. They also wonder how one 
can answer a question like, “To 
what extent is the time period re- 
quired in order to find the 
job affected by age, sex or train- 
ing of the applicant?’ Or, “At 
what age can a theatre workef ex- 
pect to receive his highest annual 
income?” Or, “Is the income of a 
worker on Broadway more or less 
than one off Broadway?” Wouldn’t 


first 


this depend on the individual 
worker, evitics ask? 
Third project, “playwrights,” 


it’s claimed, asks for involved in- 
formation on names and dates of 
plays sold, the income derived to 
date, a playwright’s income from 
other sources — detailed informa- 
tion a writer would be unlikely to 
give out. It also asks such ques- 
tions as “Do vou fee! vour trainin 
for playwriting was adequate aa 


what changes do you suggest?” 
‘Theatre Facilities’ 
Fourth project, “theatre facili- 


ties,” has a lot of good questions, 
it’s admitted. But it asks questions 
on profitability of operations that 
some producers aren't likely to an- 
swer without a subpoena to court. 

Fifth project, “theatre market,” 


/estimated to cost $65,000, seeks to 
interrupted by announcement that) 


break an audience down into na- 


| tionality, sex, age, education, mari- 


tal status, etc., without suggesting 
a practical way of querying an au- 


/dience hurrying in and out of a 


ences the whole household with his | 
strange doctrines of reincarnation. | 


Tangled lives aren't straightened 
out until they learn that they are 
all dead, and have been from the 
beginning of the play—victims of 
an atomic bomb explosion. 


ented young Imagene Williams, as 
an amnesia victim, garner what- 
ever acting honors there are. Rich- 
ard Crane is badly miscast as a 
young Navy doctor, Kay 


theatre. It contains questions that 
would take hours for a man to 
answer, without suggesting how au- 
diences will be available for that 
purpose. 

Sixth project, “theatre produc- 
tions,” has some good queries, but 
it isn’t believed likely that most 


| producers would answer all queries 
Peter Coe, as the artist and tal- | 


Morley | 


turns in a wooden job until final | 


scene when she does highly drama- 
tic bit effectively. Ruth Turner 
seems only relaxed person on 
stage. Alan Wells, as 
stranger, gives an okay 
ance. Catherine Congreve 
out of place. William Roberts does 
brief bit of art critic well. 
Lighting and sound effects of 
William Long are the most effec- 
tive part of the play. Wait. 


‘Carousel’ Strong 306, 
‘Raze Roof’ $16,800, S. F. 


San Francisco, Oct. 12. 

“Carousel” shutters tomorrow 
(13) after a strong four and a half 
Stanzas at the Curran. House will 
be dark until Monday (18), when 
“The Blue Danube” opens Starring 
Miliza Korjus. : 

“Raze the Roof” is building with 
much boosting via radio plugs from 
Star Jerry Lester and consistently 
strong advertising. ; 

Estimate for Last Week 

“Carousel,” Curran (1 778: $4.80) 
Toe $30,000. 

‘Raze the Roof,” Tivoli 

$2.88). Fine $16.800. ae 





on the success or failure of their 
productions. There are also such 
involved questions as “How do 
length of runs relate to the promi- 
nence of the cast, or of the play- 
wright, or of the director or pro- 
ducers?” . 

Seventh 


project, “road shows,” 


_to cost $45,000, is regarded as an 


mysterious | 
perform- | 
looks 


/ costing too 


excellent section, with a lot of 
good questions. Some are vague. 
And feeling still prevails that most 
producers won't tell what their 
road profits are 

Eighth project, “sale of tickets,” 
is a good study, it’s felt, and the 
section’s study plan actually ought 
to be enlarged. Ninth, project 
“innovations” in the theatre,”’ to 
CAst_ $20,000, sounds to critics as 
much. Problems laid 
out here, it’s felt, will probably 
develop out of the earlier projects 
Remaining projects are: 10, “non- 
commercial theatre;” 11, “national 
theatre,” and 12, “integration. 
Last-named is estimated to cos! 
$40,000. 

Critics feel that number one, 
“supervisory,” estimated to cos! 
$45,000, and number 12, “integra 
tion,” estimated to cost $40,000, are 
pretty close in their coverage. Com 


| bined they call for $95,000, or ove: 


one-quarter of the overall est 
mated cost, to go for supervisio: 
of one kind or another, which 


critics also are surprised at. 
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Catcalls Midst Love Scenes Upset 
Shakespearean Troupe in Toronto 


Toronto, Oct. 12. ¢ 


Rowdyism greeted four-day en- | 
agement at the Eaton auditorium 
ere of Margaret Webster's tab 
roductions of “Hamlet” and “Mac- 
th.” aimed at hypoing interest 
in Shakespeare's plays on part of 
college and high schoo! students. 
Catealls in the love scenes of 
both plays, wolf whistles at Ophe- 
lia, yelling of “aw, shudup” and 
rhyihmic feet stampings were so 
insistent as to throw the actors 
off their lines on several occasions 
and have Miss Webster coming out 
between scenes to beg courtesy of 
the juvenile oafs. At one perform- 
ance, Alfred Ryder, playing title 
role in “Hamlet,” had to come to 
the footlights and ask for order 
when a group of students started 
throwing a football about. Such ap- 
peals had little result and ushers 
were unable to quiet the general 


audience disturbances. i 


In addition to two evening per- 
formances for general theatregoers 
at $2.50 top, these well-behaved, 
the four special matinees at 75c., 
for which students were given half- 
holidays on attendance credits, de- 
veloped into minor riots, though 
police were present, but no arrests 
made. 

Miss Webster was induced by 
the Board of Education here to 
include Toronto in her current 
campus tour, aimed at taking the 
monotony out of requisite Shake- 
spearean studies. She expressed 
discouragement, likened the dem- 
onstrations to “Saturday movie 
matinee manners,” that “forcing” 
students to see plays they are 
studying is foelish. 

Troupe numbers 22 plavers and 
seven stagehands, cavalcade trav- 
eling by bus and trucks carrying 

roductions. Leads include Alfred 
Saar. Joseph Holland, Carol 
Goodner, Virginia McDowall, Nor- 
man Rowland, Arthur O'Connell, 
David Lewis. Cari Don, Lee Pay- 
ant and Simon Scoit. 


SHERWOOD PLENTY HOT 
ON BERLIN MUSICAL 


Robert E. Sherwood says he’s 
“now waiting for Irving Berlin to 
get back from the Coast” and fur- 
ther that musicomedy collabora- 
tion they have been discussing in 
a casual manner. Sherwood is ex- 
cited about doing a book musical 
and has a specific libretto idea 
which he has discussed with the 
songsmith. Latter is now in Holly- 
wood huddling on a_ possible 
new Metro filmusical commitment. 

A Sherwood-Berlin collaboration 
would parallel a creative teaming 
such as when Maxwell Anderson 
and Kurt Weill contrived “Knick- 
erbocker Holiday,” which was 
more of a play with music. Walter 
Huston starred in it some years 
back. 


‘Me & Molly’ Tour Mulled; 
Gertrude Berg in TV Bow 


Gertrude Berg and Jules Leven- 
thal have been discussing possi- 
bility of sending Mrs. Berg's “Me 
and Molly” on tour this season 
under Leventhal’s banner. Comedy, 
with Mrs. Berg and Philip Loeb 
as the stars, played the Belasco, 
N. Y., last season. During the sum- 
mer it had successful engagements 
in Atlantic City; Brighton Beach, 
Brooklyn, and the Bronx, N. Y., 
returning to the latter two spots 
for return engagements, for six 
weeks’ piaying time in all. 

Mrs. Berg is to make her tele 
debut next Monday (18) on NBC, 
appearing with Minerva Pious in 
“Whistle, Daughter, Whistle.” by 
Ernest Kinoy. This wili be a one- 
shot. If “‘“Me and Molly” is set to go 
on tour, Loeb is undecided whether 
he'd go along, as he has several 
other Broadway bids in the dis- 
cussion stage. 


‘Okla!’ 3636, Texas 


National company of ‘“Okla- 
homa!” grossed $36,500 in two 
Texas stops last week. getting $12,- 
500 in San Antonio (4-6) and $24,- 
000 in Houston (7-9). } 

Broadway company on tour hit 
Baltimore for a neat $32,000 take. 











Melchior Set for Dallas 
Dallas. Oct. 12. 


Lauritz Melchior will appear 
with the Dailas Symph here 
Nov. 23, in an all-Wagner concert 


te be conducted by Antal Dorati. 





Edna May Left 956 


Syracuse, Oct. 12. 

Mrs. Osear Lewisohn, or Edna 
May, Syracuse girl who won star- 
dom in musical comedy early in 
the century. left an estate of 23.713 
pounds in English monev ($94,852). 
her will filed for probate in Lon- 
don discloses. Duty on the estate 
was 2,876 pounds, or $11.504. She 
died at Lausanne, Switzerland, Jan 
9 


Friends of Edna May were sur- 
prised that the estate was not 
larger,, although it is known that 
in wartime she gave much away 
and there were heavy taxes of he: 
income in England. When her hus- 
band died several vears ago it was 
reported he left an estate of about 
$5,000,000. 





WINCHELL’S DESIGN 


FOR CRITICAL LIVING 


Walter Winchell, who used to do 
the legit reviews on the N. Y. 
Mirror and still retains the title 
of drama critic, has inaugurated a 
new stunt on the morning tabloid. 
with a capsule comment on a 
show tagged on in bold-face after 
critic Robert Coleman's _§full- 
length review. Arrangement start- 
ed with the “Edward. My Son” 
opening Sept. 30. when tacked on 
to Coleman's review was the line: 
“Walter Winchell, our neighbor 
on the aisle last evening, em- 
braced the new arrival, with the 


comment ‘4 orchids!’ Which is 
tops.” 

For “Private Lives,” heavy- 
black line read: “Wincheli says: 
‘Its a Talululu”’ On “Summer 


and Smoke,” added line was, 


“Winchell says Bravo. Margaret 
Phillips!’ ”’’ On “Love Life.” line 
read “Winchell savs: ‘Long life to 
Love Life. Broadways newest 


sweetheart!” 

Winchell’s stunt at holding on 
to his critic “franchise” is being 
watched with interest, some in the 
trade wondering at the anomaly 
that might be created if he and 
Coleman differed sharply on a 
show. Thus far, the two critics 
have seen eye to eve on the four 
shows covered. Monday (11) night’s 
“Where's Charley?” review, how- 
ever, had no footnote by Winchell, 
for some reason. 





Al Lewis-Mamoulian 
Team to Prod. Play 


Al Lewis, last represented on 
Broadway with Eddie Cantor's 
“Banjo Eyes.”’ has formed partner- 
ship with Rouben Mamoulian to 


produce a play, “Three Wishes,” | 


based on an unpublished novel_by 
Charles O'Neal. 

Author is working on the dram- 
atization and expects to be finished 
by Dec. 15. If ready on time, 
producers will go right into pro- 
duction. Otherwise, it will go over 
to next season. Lewis is now with 
20th-Fox as a producer. He was in 
N.Y. last week. following the death 
of his mother, but has returned to 
the Coast. 





Pemberton Recuping 


A heart condition aggravated by 
high blood pressure has necessi- 
tated Brock Pemberton taking a 
complete rest the next five weeks. 
Producer is at his Westport, Conn.. 
home, but will be moved to his 
N. Y. apartment this weekend or 
next. He’s able to get up for an 
hour a day 

Medicos believe Pemberton will 
be well enough to go to London 
about Dec. 1, for rehearsals of 
“Harvey” there. Comedy is to be 
done around the first of the vear 
with an allJ-British cast. with Sid 
Field as Elwood P. Dowd. 


‘FAUST’ SET FOR N. Y. 


Plavers From Abroad will pre- 
sent Goethe's ‘Faust,’ in German, 
at the Barbizon theatre, N. Y., 
starting Friday (15) for 10 perform 
ances. 
Mosheim. Hans Jaray and Leo- 
poldine Constantine will play the 
leads. 

Walter Engel directed. with G. V 
Gontard supervising. Opening 
night top is $6. 





y 


Reinhold Schuenzel, Grete. 


| Organizes Troupe Frem 


anizes Troupe From Theatre Guild's Six-Play New York 
Subscription Schedule Shapes Up 


With Ballet Theatre's status still 
undecided, ballerina Alicia Alonso 
has organized a troupe of 30 
dancers from the company for a 
short Caribbean fall tour. Igor 
Youskevitch is premier danseur 
and Barbara Fallis second femme 
lead. Troupe will open Oct. 24 in 
Cuba for an eight-day stay, then 
tour by 2ir to Guatemala, Vene- 
zuela, Haiti, Dominican Republic, 
Jamaica. and end Dec. 5 in Puerto 
Rico. Ernesto de Quesada is man- 
aging the tour. Ben Steinberg will 
conduct 

Tour won't interfere with plans 
for resumption of Ballet Theatre 
activities, rumored for late Decem- 
ber in Chicago 


N.Y. Period Plays 
For Jubilee Fete 


New York's colleges will offer 
six period plays about New York 
this fall, in conjuction with city’s 
Golden Jubilee. Initial one will be 
revival of Clyde Fitch’s “Captain 
Jinks of the Horse Marines,” being 
done by the Fordham Univ. Theatre 
at Collins Hall Nov. 4. Broadway 
saw it first in 1901. 

Theatre Workshop of City Col- 
lege of N.Y. will do Elmer Rice’s 
“Street Scene.” Manhattan College 
Players will present Marc Connelly 
and George S. Kaufman’s “Beggar 
on Horseback” Nov. 17-20. Theatre 
Associates of Columbia Univ. will 
stage the Gustave Kerker-Hugh 
Morton 1897 musical, “Belle of 
New York,” Dec. 1-4. Hunter Col- 
lege will do an original comedy- 
drama, “Candy Store,” by Eli 
Cantor. as its contribution. Brook- 
ivn College will stage Bayard Veil- 
ler’s ‘Within the Law.” 








Dorothy Draper Decor 
Facelifts 46th St., N. Y. 


Firstnighters at the 46th St. the- 
atre for the premiere of “Love 
Life.’ were greeted by a departure 
in Broadway legit theatrical de- 
sign — a Dorothy Draper-decored 
interior. Prexy Robert W. Dowling 
of City Investing Co. and Louis 
A Lotito prez of City Playhouses, 
Inc. — the subsidiary operating 
company — were doing a grover- 
whalen in the inner lobby and ac- 
cepting congrats on the improved 
theatre. 

Max Dreyfus and _ Laurence 
Schwab. at the opening, recalled 
that when the 46th St. theatre was 
the Chanin, the then new produc- 
ing firm of Schwab & Mandel had 
come to attention with their “Good 
News” at this house. This type 
musical was then as much a de- 
parture in contemporaneous musi- 
comedy production as the 46th St.’s 
new decor is today. 

Incidentaliy, the Sunday (10) 
Times, in a “profile” by Maurice 
Zolotow on Louis A. Lotito, ku- 
dosed him for his progressive ideas 
in legit theatre operation. 

The Draper facelift on the 46th 
St. includes a glass doored lobby. 
a gray-and-scarlet paint job, a 15- 
foot chandelier, eic. The theatre is 
23 years old. 





Chi Stagehands Get — 


7'4c Wage Increase 
Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Chicago legit stagehands (IATSE) 
won a 7lze raise last week with 
the pacting of a new agreement. 
Contract, retroactive to last Aug. 
21. has other benefits chiefly in 
vacation clauses, which call for one 
week for those employed one to 
five vears, and two weeks with 
those having more seniority 
About 300 members will receive 
the hike. Previous base was $1.75 
for general stagehands and $1.90 
per hour for departmental heads. 
Film houses were inked to new 
contract this summer. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“Anne of the Thousand Days '-— 
lavwrights Co. 
“For Heaven's Sake, Mother!"’— 
David Kave. 
“Bravo!”—Max Gordon. 
“But Not Goodbye” 
Stanley Woolf. 
“Goodbye, My Fancy”—Michael 
Kanin, Aldrich & Myers. 
“John Loves Mary” 
, Stanley Woolf. 


road) — 


road) — 


/. 





rr 


' subscription schedule for its N. Y. 


Pinza’s Fall Tour 


With “Tales of the South Pacific” 
set to go into rehearsal in‘late De- 
cember, Ezio Pinza, the Metropoli- 
tan basse, who will play the lead 
opposite Mary Martin, has been 
booked for a fall season of con- 
certizing by his managers, National 
Concert & Artists Corp. 

Singer is currently appearing 
with the San Francisco Opera Co., 
and altogether, with recitals and 
opera engagements, has 30 appear- 
ances lined up almost to Christmas. 
Then he'll take a short vacation 
before going into “Pacific,” his first 
legit effort. 

Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II, who did the mu- 
sical version of the James Miche- 
ner book. will present the show, 
in cooperation with Leland Hay- 
ward and Joshua Logan. Logan 
will direct. 


GOUGH PREPS SHOWCASE 
LEGITER NEAR H’WOOD 


Hollywood, Oct. 12 

Llovd Gough has signed archi- 
tect John Lindsay te draw up 
plans for a community theatre 
project in the nearby San Fer- 
nando valley. Lindsay, who de- 
signed the “strawhat theatre” in 
San Francisco, will create blue- 
prints for a 750-seat house with 
such features as aircooling and 
radiant floor heat. 





Gough plans to go east later 
this month for huddles on the 
project with New York backers 


Idea is to use the house as a 
showcase for new scripts and de- 
termine their Broadway possibil- 
ities. 


Chandler Cowles Seite 
With Noyes’ for Prod. 


Chandler Cowles, now appearing 
in “Small Wonder” Coronet, 
N. Y.), has formed partnership 
with Tom and Anne Noyes, pub- 
lishers, to produce “The. Inno 
cents,” dramatization of Henry 
James’ “Turn of the Screw.” Wil- 
liam Archibald is doing the adapta- 
tion. Cowles was to.do the play 





originally in conjunction with Her- , 


man Levin, but the Noves’ have 


bought out Levin's interest. oom 
Cowles, who was an actor in 
“Call Me Mister,” which Levin 


produced, made his producer's bow 
on Broadway with “The Tele- 
phone” and “The Medium,” which 
he presented with Efrem Zimbalist, 
Jr. Hell stay with “Small Won- 
der.” “Innocents” calls for a cast 
of six. A direcior is being sought, 
with plans to stage the work this 
fall. 

Also forming a new production 
combine this fall are Roger Stearns 
and Joseph Moon, who plan to 
present a new comedy, “Aunt 
Sarah,” by Erik Martin and Charles 
Colby. 





‘Dark of Moon’ Mulled 


For London and Tele 
“Dark of the Moon,’ drama with 
musie which was staged on Broad- 
way in 1945, is being mulled for 
a tele show. Shubert office is also 
considering a London production 
of the Howard Richardson-William 
Berney fantasy, with report that a 
British firm wants to do it in col- 
laboration. Special score by Walte1 
Hend!, which accompanied the 
Broadway production, would be 
used in either tele or London case. 
Meantime. Hend!. who is asso- 
ciate conductor of the N.Y. Phil- 
harmonic, still has a musical play 
of his own, completed a year ago. 
making the agency rounds. On the 
longhair side, he'll conduct six 
regular subscription concerts of 
the Philharmonic this season, two 
kid concerts, and emcees a radio 
program over WMCA, N.Y ., titled 
“Let's Talk Musi¢,” every Sunday 


Margo Jones, producer of “Sum- 
mer and Smoke,” and Manning 
Gurian, general manager, leave 
N.Y. for Dallas Friday (15), to help 


get Miss Jones’ Theatre '48 started. | 


Morry Ephron has been appointed 
company manager of “Summer.” to 
help fill the gap. Gurian will com- 
mute regularly, with Daiias, now- 
ever, as his base. 


The Theatre Guild's current 
subscribers this season is begin- 
ning to take shape. Jean Pierre 
Aumont, actor-playwright == cur- 
rently finishing a picture’ in 
France, is due in the U. S. the end 
of November to confer with Guild 
officials and Philip Barry on the 
latter's play based on Aumont’s 
drama, “Emperor of China.” 

Barry opus, at present untitled, 
will have Aumont as its star, with 
rehearsals probably beginning 
early in December. This will be 
fourth play on the Guild's ‘48-49 
list. Barry version, the Guild 
sists, isn’t an adaptation of Au- 
moni’s work, but a new play. and 
playwright is practically finished 
working on it. “My Romance.” 
Shubert production, will be offercd 
to Guild subscribers as their first 
show. 

Guild's first play will be Doro- 
thy Heyward’s “Set My People 
Free,” currently playing in Boston 
and due next week in Philade!- 
phia. Play’s title was changed to 
‘Charleston, 1822" during the Bos- 
ton run, then changed back to the 
original. John Marriot, who 
stepped into Rex Ingram’s lead 
role in the play last week in Bos- 
ton, felt the role too much for 
him, and withdrew. Canada Lee 
took over in Boston Monday 
Juano Hernandez plays the omer 
lead. Play opens at the Hudson, 
N. Y., Nov. 3. 

Second Guild offering will be 
Robert McEnroe’s “The Silver 
Whistle,” starring Jose Ferrer 
Show, currently in Toronto, goes 
next to Pittsburgh. 

Third Guild play will be the new 
John van Druten opus, “Make 
Way For Lucia,” starring isabel 
Jeans and Cyril Ritchard. It goes 
into rehearsal Oct. 25, with pre- 
Broadway opening at Wilmington, 
Nov. 22. 

Musical version of “The Pur- 
suit of Happiffess.” the Armina 
Marshall-Lawrence Langner piav, 
with book by Dorothy and Herbert 
Fields and music by Burton Lane, 
will likely be the Guild’s fifth offer- 
ing. Sixth will be S. N. Behrman’s 
“Jane,” or some other now in the 
talking stage. Guild’s production 
of Behrman’s “Speak To Me Of 
Love,” with the Lunts, is to start 
its national tour in January, but 
isn't intended to reach Broadway 
until next season. 


‘LUTE’ DISAPPOINTS 
IN DEBUT IN LONDON 


London, Oct. 12. 

“Lute Song” received little praise 
from most of London crix in its 
bow Monday (11) night at the 
Winter Garden. Play was praised 
by some as a rare feast for the 
eye, but other reviewers found 
play disappointing for the most 
part. 

“Lute Song,” which Michae! 
Myerberg produced on Broadway 
two seasons ago, has Albert de 
Courville as local producer. Mever- 
berg is here for the open- 
ing, and will visit Paris with 
an eye towards a French produc- 
tion of “Lute” before returning to 
the U. S. Oct. 21. 

Yul Brynner, who played the 
male lead on Broadway, and Dolly 
Martin role and played it on the 
road in America, have the leads 
here. Nimura, who did the choreog- 
raphy for the N. Y. production, 
couldn't get away and sent his 
partner, Lisan Kay, to stage the 
dances instead. Scenery and cos- 
tumes for the London production 
are those used on Broadway and 
on tour. 








Signs Traubel 

James A. Davidson Concert \et. 
has just signed Helen Traube}l, so- 
prano, and Leonard Warren. bari- 
tone, to an exclusive management 
contract, beginning with the 1949- 
50 season. Two star singers are 
now managed by Columbia Artisis 
Met. 

Davidson stable already includes 
Lauritz Melchior, Jeanette Mac- 
Donald and Eleanor Steber. as we!! 
as Morton Gould, Robert Shaw 
and others. 





‘Skin’ for Dallas 
Dallas, Oct. 12. 
“Skin of Our Teeth,” by Thorn- 
ton Wilder, directed by Edyth Ren- 
shaw, will open the 1948-49 season 
for the Arden Club, Oct. 25-29. 
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for the Theatre Guild production 
of the Jean Pierre Aumont-Philip 
‘Barry play, “The Emperor of 


Broadway 
The Leopold Friedmans (Loew's 
v.p.) back from White Springs, Va. 


Eagle Lion’s Hallowe’en party-) 
dance at the Hotel Dfplomat Oct. 
29. 


Pegeen and Ed Fitzgerald now 
do their sleeping in a midtown 
hotel, having turned their East 
4 ’ _ | 836th street house completely into 
Jack Goldstein in special pic- an office and storeroom. ot so 


ture promotion business for him- that the phones in their business-|opens People’s Palace Oct. 11. 


self. | &-office manse permitted no 


London 


. ; Starlight Roof celebrating its | 
|China,” in which Aumont costars. ‘first anni, Oct. 23 


Matheson Lang left $164,000; 
Edna May left estate in Great 
Britain valued at $104,000. : 

Revival of “Beggar’s Opera, 
conducted by Benjamin Britten, re- 


Playhouse claims to have broken 


Army installations in Germany as 
well as in France and Belgium. 
Jack Jacklin, who has been 


technical adviser on entertainment | 


for Allied Special Services, is now 
associated with C. Ebner Agency 
of Frankfurt-on-Main and repre- 
senting A. Licart International of 
Brussels. Jacklin, formerly an 


agent for small acts in Chicago, | 


previously handled USO bookings 


Hollywood 


Jack Carson laid up with flu. 
| Bev Barnett hospitalized for knee 
| operation. 

Ralph Wilk recovering from ma- 
jor surgery. 

Linda Darnell east on a tour of 
vets hospitals. 
' Leroy Prinz hospitalized with 
kidney trouble. 
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Hazel Brooks, David O. Selznick | 
pactee, in N. Y. for a two-week va- | 


cation. 


Metro assistant sales manager 
Eddie Aaron back at his desk after 
a vacation on the Coast. 

Metro advertising manager Si 
Seadler’s son underwent an ap- 
pendectomy in Washington over 
the weekend. 

Abe Lastfogel plans to return in 
December. Will do more coast-to- 
coast commuting, especially with 
television’s upsurge. 

Philip N. Krasne in from the 
Coast for huddles with U. A. prez 
Grad Sears on his new group of 
“Cisco Kid,” westerns. 


Joseph Calleia, after playing the | 
lead in the London production of | 


“All My Sons,” returns to the U. S. 
at the end of the month. 


Herman M. Levy, Theatre Own- 
ers of America’s general counsel, 
reelected secretary of the New 
Haven County Bar Assn. 

Solly Violinsky planning a hos- 
pital checkup; hasn’t been feeling 
well. “Or maybe they wanna cut 
out my agent,” he observes. 

Mort Blumenstock, Warner Bros. 
pub-ad chief, back at the home- 
office after confabs with studio 
execs on forthcoming releases. 


Impromptu backstage party Sat- 


_urday night to celebrate the first | 
i “High Button | 


anniversary of 


sleep. | 10-year record with the new Sonnie 


in Europe. Cliff Lewis back on the job after 


| bution ; 
| Story,” nine-minute flicker biog of 


The isle of Capri off Italy is 
turning into an Anglo-U. S. Holly- 
wood suburb with Gregory Ratoff, 
Myrna Loy, Phyllis Calvert, 


Hale farce, “The Perfect Woman.” 

Aldous Huxley back in town 
after 11 years and taking a look at 
his play, “The Giaconda Smile” at 


Michael Rennie, Peggy Cummins, | Wyndham’s. 


Gabriel Pascal, Mischa Spoliansky 
and Margaret Tracy now engaged 
in film work there. 


of her son Peter Lind Hayes and 


Mary Healy (Mrs. Hayes) to Music | 
Corp. of America. Irwin last week | 


signed a new long term deal with 
Hayes and Miss Healy. 


year. 


Howard Hughes’ TWA. 


lat 
Glen Allvine, former publicity | 


Rupert D’Oyly Carte, 
of D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. and 


|Savoy hotel group, left around $1,- | 

Lou Irwin, who managed Grace 
Hayes until her retirement, says | 
he’s not relinquishing the contracts | 


000,000; Eric Wollheim, $700. 


Bud Flanagan recuperating from | 


operation in London Clinic, his 


place in “Together Again” at the | 


Victoria Palace being taken by 
Billy Caryll. ie 3 
Emile Littler’s provincial pro- 


'duction of “Annie Get Your Gun,” 

John Haskell and Dorothy Man- | 
ners taking a belated honeymoon | 
via TWA. They've been married a | 
L. B. Mayer gave them a) 
farewell lunch at 21 on Friday. | 
She’s Louella Parsons’ No. 1 aide; | 
Haskell does special promotion for | 


opened big in Manchester with 
Barbara Shotter, rep girl from 
Windsor, as star. 

The censor refused to sanction 
a public performance of “Oscar 
Wilde” by Leslie and Sewell 
Stokes, which was recently staged 
a private club theatre. 

Alec Rae and E. P. Clift leasing 


chief for the Motion Picture Assn. | Westminster theatre to star Ala- 


of America, now handling newsreel 
and television angles of Governor 
Thomas E. Dewey’s presidential 
campaign, in N. Y. making distri- 
tieups for “The Dewey 


the candidate. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Harry Bailey inked for Tom Ar- 


Shoes” was hosted by Joseph Kip- nold pantomime in Liverpool. 


ness. 


Marcel Lamaze, maitre d’ of (the | 
Carroll’s theatre-res- | 


late) Earl 
taurant, east to visit family, re- 
turned yesterday (Tues.) to the 
Coast. 


Priscilla Morley, magazine cover | 
model and wife of Henry (Hank) | 


Linet, Universal’s eastern ad chief, 
hospitalized at Brooklyn Thoracic 
hospital. 


Adah Lewis staging a $20-per- 


plate dinner-dance Oct. 31 at the} 
Latin Quarter for benefit of the | 


Ted Lewis Recreation Hall, Long 
Branch, N. J. 


Maria Britnevt, British legit ac- | 


tress who clicked in John Gielgud’s 


Abbey Films, new renting outfit 
in Dublin, will handle reissues. 

Richard Dimbleby planed in to 
do on-the-spot feature for BBC. 

Harry Collins scanning juve tal- 
ent for new “Kinds in Clover” 
revue tour in Britain. 

Par’s “So Evil My Love” proved 
too evil for Eire censor; gave it 


| thums-down treatment. 


Belfast’c famous Bellevue Amuse- 


{ment Park being demolished to 


make space for zoo extension. 
Robert Sutton Dawes, former 
sales chief of 20th-Fox in London, 
who died early this year, left $379,- 
340, according to will just probated. 


London production of “The Im-| Greene’s novel, “Heart of the Mat- 
geese of Being Earnest,” making | ter.” Book was banned three 
er first N. Y. visit. | months ago. 
Walter Pidgeon left over the, 
weekend for the Coast, with a stop- | 
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off at Kansas City planned for the 
testimonial dinner to Radio City 
director Gus Eyssell. 


Rolly Rolls, humorist - pianist 
opening Friday at The Roxy, signed 
for France’s “Revue de Paris” 
opening in May at the ABC The- 
atre there, by Mitty Goldin. 

Danny Thomas to Las Vegas and 
then a possible picture deal which 
makes his Clover Club, Miami, 
dating this winter problematic. 
Thomas is currently at the Roxy. 

Jessica Dragonette, in a N. Y. 
Times personal column was ap- 
pealed to, “Your brother, Nick, 
very ill. Important you write him. 
5209 Baltimore Ave., Philadelphia.” 

The Charles Polettis in Geneva 
where he will practice international 
law for a period of three years. 
Former Lt. Governor of N. Y. State 
was Milton Diamond’s law partner. 

One of those good old-fashioned 
prewar cocktaileries was staged 
aboard the DeGrasse Monday 


night (11) in honor of Col. Eddie. 
Knight’s return to the French) 


Line. 


Adolph Zukor, Paramount’s 
board chairman, pushing the sub- 
division of his New City, N. Y., 
estate and building private homes. 
The private golf course still re- 
mains unnicked. 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 

Town filling up with Legion- 
ce for the vets annual conven- 
ion. 

Joe E. Ross, Louise Martell and 
the Darringtons in new Five 
O’Clock Club show. 

Mother Kelly’s preemed last 
Thursday with all-girl show, gaug- 


|ed for Legion convensh biz. | 
urray, one of local disk 


Hal M 
jocks, switched his platter-chatter 
show from WKAT (MBS) to WQAM 
(ABC), 

Barry Gray back in town and 
resuming his midnight airers Oct. 
16 from Martinique hotel until 
Copa City is ready. 

Jackie Miles in town for a few 
days to lease house for family. He 
will work the Beachcomber for six 





weeks with options this season. 
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: 


stair Sim or in plays produced by 
him. First presentation will be re- 
vival of James Bridie’s gruesome, 
“The Anatomist” which opens early 
November. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


“Show Boat” pencilled into Ly- 
ceum for week of Oct. 25. 


Stan Kenton playing one-night 
concert engagement at Auditorium. 
Burl Ives into Hotel Radisson 
Flame Room for two weeks, start- 
ing Oct. 15. 
Club Carnival has 
— and Tato & Julia. 

as 
prising many prominent citizens, 
feted the magician at a luncheon 
when he was here. 

Northwest Variety club sponsor- 
ing Horace Heidt show and broad- 
east at Auditorium Oct. 31 for 
charity fund benefit. 

Neither Radio City nor RKO- 
Orpheum, which play occasional 


: ‘obal istage shows with their pictures, has | 
|. Eire Censorship of Publications | 
| board withdrew its ban on Graham 


any booking, comparative flop of 
former’s last two stageshows caus- 
ing extreme caution. 

University of Minnesota theatre 
season to comprise “Of Thee I 
Sing,” “Good Woman of Setzuan,” 
“Dream Play,” “Merry Wives of 
Windsor,” ‘Caddie Woodlawn,” 
“Professor’s Circus” and “Huckle- 
berry Finn.” 


Ottawa 


Lauritz Melchior on Canadian 
tour plays Auditorium here Nov. 5. 
Hazel Scott booked for concert 
Oct. 22 in Technical high school 


aud, 

20th Century Theatres suburban 
nabe, Victoria, shuttered for reno- 
vation. 








manager | tion 





Miguelito | 
Valdes band, Rosette Shaw & Linda | 
| 


Paul Blackstone club, com- | 








Gene Krupa band in for Audi- | 


Chicago 
Mrs. John Balaban bedded at 
Meyer House after a minor opera- 


Uptown Players, largest profes- 
sional group in Chi, open their 
26th season with “I Remember 
Mama” Oct. 13. 

Chicago Symphony season open- 
ed Oct. 5, with Pierre Monteux, 
conductor of San Francisco Sym- 
phony, as guest conductor. 

Ellen Dunlop and Mary Gardner 
stepped into roles in “High Button 
Shoes” when understudies were 
called to replace Ellen Hanley and 
Audrey Meadows last week. 

Herald American Benefit Fund 
will get proceeds of preem of 
RKO’s “Stations West” at Palace 


theatre Oct. 19. Jane Greer, Ellen | 


Drew and Agnes Moorehead are 
scheduled to appear at opening. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Ben Blue a holdover in Sydney 
at the Tivoli for Dave Martin. 

“White Horse Inn’ doing okay 
on revival in Adelaide for J. C. 
Williamson. 

Ballet Rambert doing two weeks’ 
repeat run in Sydney prior to re- 
turning to London. 


“Sitting Pretty” (20th) holding | 


up in its run at Mayfair, Sydney, 
for Hoyts. 

“Present Laughter” is doing fine 
in Melbourne at Princess for Car- 
roll-Fullers. Peter Gray in lead. 

“Duel in the Sun” doing sock 
biz in New Zealand as in Aussie; 
“Miracle of Bells” a flop in Sydney. 

Joey Porter, British comic, is 
returning for a season under the 
Harry Wren banner. 
before for Dave Martin. 


Amsterdam 


By Den Berry 

Ruth Draper at Stadsschouwburg 
here for one date. 

Legit actor Albert Bassermann 
touring with company. 

Country’s hit song is “There’s a 
Bridle Hanging on the Wall.” 

British composer Benjamin Brit- 
ten reported writing a work 
specially for Concertgebouw Or- 
chestra. 

Hungarian-born filmster Martha 
Eggerth played the Concertgebouw 
here after an absence of sixteen 
years. Crix didn’t like her, 


Portland, Ore. 


Jimmie Grier orch inked for 
Jantzen Beach Ballroom. 

Fashionable Rose Bowl in Mult- 
nomah hotel open for fall season. 

Leon Warrick, Clem Faust and 
The Paysees currently at Amato’s 


torium date Oct. 13, is first name | Supper Club. 


band of season. 

Ontario filmers and legiters with 
dark fronts because of power- 
shortage dimout orders. 


Ottawa Press Club readying an- | 


nual dinner dance at Chateau 


season. 








Continued from page 1 





— 
a peaceful windup to the suit be- 
cause Hughes wants to preserve 
the circuit for sale purposes with- 
out having it first picked apart by 
partial divorcement ordered by 
the courts. Hence, he is willing to 
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sign a decree which would provide 

licist, staying east another week | for the divestiture of the circuit 

or so. She came east with Lorena | While giving him time to make the 

Danker (J. Walter Thompson), | separation in one giant transac- 

who has since returned to the) tion. 

Coast over the weekend. | _Hughes believes he can obtain a 
Eddie (ex-taxidriver turned DiS enough price for the 101-thea- 


Margaret Ettinger, Coast pub-| 


radio gagwriter) Davis plans doing te chain to repay him most, if | 


his new book musical, “Master of | not all, of the $8,825,500 which 
Ceremonies,” with Jackie Gleason. | he laid out for the stock holdings 
Davis in from Tucson, where he of the Atlas Corp. Hence, RKO has 
domiciles because of his asthma. , not been represented in the nego- 
Loy Henderson, U. S. Ambassa- | tiations of the other four theatre- 
dor-Designate to India, talked over | Owning companies since they have 
Yank film problems in the Asiatic | no desire to go as far as RKO in 
sub-continent in a meeting with) obtaining a settlement. 
Motion Picture Assn. of America|; It was because of the separate 
officials at the org’s N. Y. offices. | negotiations, D of J spokesman has 
When copyright attorney Julian told Variety, that an RKO attor- 
T. Abeles staged a reunion of his ney was not present last week 
law classmates, at his Greenwich | when a delegation of legalites 
estate, Justice Bernard Botein ¢5. paramount. Metro 20th-Fox 
pulled a switch by making it also | and Warner Bros. called on the 
a coincidental birthday surprise Sesties Dest. & fs th 
party for his (Botein’s) wife. See DSP. SO tak OS Wess Col 
Actress Lilli Palmer flew back to | Panies are concerned, no satisfac- 
Hollywood Sunday (19) but returns tory offer has yet been received, 
to N. Y. soon to start rehearsals ' Government said. 


J. Arthur Rank’s “Hamlet” get- 


ting regal patronage for preem) 
| here Oct. 25 in Odeon’s Globe at | 
|| $1.50 top. Local date sponsored by | 
Ottawa committee of the Canadian | 


Save the Children Fund. 


Germany 


By Harvey D. Sanderson 

The Karpis Family booked for 
Cirque Medrano in Paris begin- 
ning Feb. 1. 

Roland and Reid, from America, 
booked for a month at Haus de 
Kunz, Munich. 

Hal Gould, tenor, to spark 
;a home talent show opening Oct. 
18 at Jubilee Hall, Munich. , 

Louise Martin, singer at Leon 
and Eddie’s, N. Y., recently had 
| her option picked up after a month 
at Les Palmiers, Frankfurt. 





_all-girl band got a full-page pic- 


_ ture spread in Stars and Stripes. 


'as the first name entertainment to 
| fly the air lift into Berlin since the 
| blockade began. 


booked solidly through March in 
| Holland, Belgium and France. At 
|'the moment Marly of Casablanca is 


reported negotiating to get them) 
| for his own club in Casablanca. 
! 


Slim Briggs, formerly of Bob 


| Wills’ Texas Band, is forming his 
Pate “strictly from corn” organi- 


zation for a three-month tour of 


Laurier to preem Capital’s social | 


Rudy Starita, of Boston, and his | 


Cooper Sisters to headline show 


at Cal-Ore club on California- 


Oregon border. 

; Bert Lahr and Rochelle Hudson 
in “Burlesque” at Mayfair. “Desert 
Song” is following. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Burl Ives inked for a concert at 
Constitution Hall. 

Jane Wyman in for a day on that 
“Johnny Belinda” puff tour. 

The three Barton Bros. current- 
ly headlining Club Cairo show. 

Marcus Heiman, United Booking 
Office topper, in to look over the 
Job of renovating being done to 
his National Theatre prior to 


| Switchover to films commencing 


Friday. 

Three new members for Tent 11, 
of Variety Clubs, Jack Groh, oper- 
ator of Broadway Open Air Thea- 
tres, of Richmond, Va.; Harry D. 
Stearn, of Darnell Theatres, Cum- 


_berland, Md.; and Ervin Ornstein, 


purchasing agent for K-B chain, 
Washington. 


Pitisburgh 


: By Hal Cohen 
Regis Toomey flew in from Hol- 





lywood for funeral of his uncle, 
| James C. Weir. 
The Appletons, Apache dancers, | 


Played here | 


week out with flu. 
Herman Schlom back at his RKO 
desk after week's illness. 

Sol Siegel leaving in three 
weeks for Paris and Rome, 

Betty Hutton in town after three 
| weeks at the London Palladium. 
| Jimmy Durante and Harry James 
to Dallas for the Texas State Fair. 

James Craig east on a tour of 
entertainment in veterans’ hospi- 
| tals. 
| Bill Pine and Bill Thomas cele- 
brating their eighth anni as film 
producers. 

Russell Trost resigned after 18 
years as assistant casting director 
at Warners. 
| Joan Evans bruised in fall from 
horse during riding iessons for 
“Roseanna McCoy.” 

Steve Gibson and his Red Caps 
| started a six-week stand at Larry 
Potter’s Supper Club. 

Joe Frisco, Marcus Goodrich and 
other guests quenched a $500 fire 
in Dave Chasen’s eatery. 

Tay Garnett in from his Paso 
Robles hideout with a completed 
' script for “Torch in Wind.” 

Eugene B. Rodney, recovering 
{from a spinal injury, resumed his 

producer chores at Eagle Lion. 

Charles Kemper announced testi- 
|monial dinner to be tossed by the 
| Masquers for Pat O’Brien Oct. 27, 
Denny Gray drew a four-month 
| leave of absence as head of metro’s 
film editing department because 


] 





| of illness. 

| Hildegarde moves to the Mark 
| Hopkins in Frisco for four weeks 
on completion of her current stand 
at Cocoanut Grove. 


Paris 


Grand Guignol prepping a new 
| thriller and comedy show. Eva 
Berkson is producing. 

Chez Anna, new bistro in the 
Trocadero section, getting the 
ritziest showbiz patronage. 
| Bill (Albany Club, London) and 
| Barbara Little back to London 
after a brief visit here, and prep- 
| ping a U. S. trip. 
| United Nations not very spec- 
tacular, but session is causing a 
jam in hotel accommodations, as 
well as in Paris traffic, due to cars 
| detoured plenty by the gendarmes. 

Sacha Guitry to open soon at the 
Varieties with his new play, “The 
Two Turtles.” Supporting cast in- 
cludes Lana Marconi, Pauline Car- 
ton, Suzanne Dantes and Mar- 
guerite Pierry. 

Connie Chapman (Connie's Ltd., 
London), wife of actor Eddie Chap- 
man, spending a week in Monte 
Carlo. She found it hard to get 
accommodations in Paris because 
of motor show crowd. 

Palais d’Orsay claims that their 
best client in a long while was 
the One World Committee, headed 
by Jacques A. Ferrand, with Freda 
Kirchway, editor of The Nation: 
Morris S. Novyk, of WNYC; Saul 
Carson, of New Republic, and Ar- 
nold Hartley, of WOV. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Ray Anthony, ex-Cleveland mae- 
stro, playing his initial local nitery 
at Tony Granata’s Richmond Club 
Oct. 28. 


“For Love or Money,” with Janet 
Blair and Francis Lederer, reopen- 
ing Hanna Oct. 18 after two-week 
dark spell. 

Nick Stuart’s orchestra from 
West Coast moved into Hotel 
Cleveland’s Bronze Room in time 
for World Series games. 


Jack Fergus and Benny Kronen- 
berg, who cleaned up on Stan Ken- 
ton concert here, backing Charlie 
Ventura’s band concert also here 
Nov. 6. 

Frederic McConnell’s repertory 
company starting Play House's 
33d season with “Great Campaign 
and “Parlor Story” in twin audi- 
toriums. 


Mrs. Gertrude Cohen, whose hus- 
band heads local juke-box associa- 
tion, having her new song tagged 
“Don’t Tell My Heart,” published 
by Feist Co. 

Twenty Kiwanis Clubs sponsor- 
ing Horace Heidt’s show and NBC 
| broadcast at Al Sutphin’s Arena 
'Nov. 28 as benefit for local Boys- 











Lisa Kirk expected home for, towns’ underprivileged youngsters. 


short visit before she starts rehear- | 


sals in “Kiss Me, Kate.” 
Sam Fineberg, chief barker of 
Variety Club, home after month’s 


visit with his family in Phoenix. 


Jack Tigh in from Los Angeles 


to manage Nite Court of Fun while 
— Swartz is spending winter on 
‘Coast. 


Town’s hotels and niteries nearly 
|popped at seams when an estimated 
|75,000 visitors checked in for World 
Series games. Spearheading the- 
|atrical parade were Tony Martin 
and wife, Cyd Charisse; Ole Olsen, 
Bob Hope, Mary Martin and Peter 
Lawford. Jack Benny had to cancel 
trip here at last minute. 
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Eisenhower 


Continued from page 1 


ury Dept. okayed Gen. Eisenhow- 
ers deal whereby he can keep 75% 
of the book income (reported at 
$600,000), after six months as 
“capital gain.” 

Sale for television is considered 
especially significant in that the 
book, penned personally by Gen. 
Eisenhower as a record of his ex- 
periences in leading the Allied 
armies to victory in Europe, was 
expected to be a natural for a com- 


mercial feature film. Most of the | 
plus several top| 


major studios, 
indie producers, in fact, had al- 
ready begun spirited bidding for 


the film rights when Gen. Eisen- | 


hower stepped in to nix any film- 
ization. He okayed sale of the TV 


rights, however, marking the first |= Continued from page 1 
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film accepted the formula of play- 
ing both pix in newsreel issues, 
while opponents waived their ob- 
jections to political pix. 
Different Datings 

Other problems and possible fu- 
ture repercussions are seen in the 
method of handling the two films. 
For one thing, Dewey pic goes out 
in the Oct. 14, or odd issue, of the 
reels, while Truman film follows in 
the Oct. 18, or even issue. Most 


exhibs, it’s noted, book either one 
or the other issue weekly, n6t both. 
This means, of course, that many 
theatres will play only one or the 
other candidate’s film. This course, 
it’s thought, is likely to lead to pro- 
tests from partisan patrons. 


MARRIAGES 


Pauline Nunnally to James G. 
Chatmas, Hearne, Tex., Oct. 3. He’s 
partnered with his father in the 
operation of the Queen and Chat- 
mas theatres in that city. 


Margaret Moore to William 
Horsley, Hollywood, Oct. 1. He’s 
a pioneer film producer. 

Jimmi Garland to Johnny 
Thompson, Hollywood, Sept. 15. 


She's a nitery singer; he’s a music 
arranger. 

Katherine Zelinsky to Joe West- 
heimer, Sanh Francisco, Oct. 10. 
He’s head of the Eagle Lion cutting 
department. 


Iza Itkin to Dick Petty, Lebanon, 








time that tele has had access to any | provinces also do well with U. 8. 


story property prior to its sale to | toppers. 


films. 
First Major Prod. for TV 


Series, which is to go into work 
goon at the Fox Movietone studios, 
N. Y., also represents the first pro- 
duction by any major film com- 
pany of films earmarked specific- 
ally for video. Work is to be han- 
dled. by 20th-Fox Television Film 
Productions, Inc., which recently 
was organized for that purpose. 
Road was paved for this move by 
the success of the Fox tele news- 
reel, now being aired five times 
weekly over at least one tele sta- 
tion in most of the major market 
areas. 

Twentieth is expected to rely 
mainly on newsreel footage to 
depict the battle in Europe, as out- 
lined in the book. Any additional 
footage will be lensed in N. Y. 
Company is currently attempting 


| 
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John Boles has been 
touring for more than 20 weeks in 
the outlying districts and is ring- | 
ing up record breaking marks. | 

artha Raye is another that has | 
brought prosperity to provincial | 
theatres. | 

The British competition for U. §. | 


headliners is so keen that Val| grummer with Hal Graham’s orch. | 


Parnell, managing director of the | 
Moss Empire theatres, which con- | 
trols the Palladium, has told vari- 
ous agents that unless a U. 8. per- 
former plays his London house 
first, he'll not get dates in the 
provinces. 

Australia is also going after | 
American talent. Chico Marx and | 
Ben Blue have brought prosperous 
grosses to the various Tivoli cir- | 
cuit houses. Gil Lamb is also | 


Pa., Oct. 4. He’s a staff announcer 

| with station WLBR, Lebanon. 
Joan Gordon to John Bauer, Vir- 

ginia City, Nev., Sept. 25. Bride 


‘is former vaude and burlesque 


performer. 

Evelyn Harcleroad to Howard C. 
Duff, Las Vegas, Sept. 25. She’s 
with Ed Gardner’s “Duffy’s Tav- 
ern” air show. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Rip Murray, son, 
New York, recently. Father is 


Mr. and Mrs. Shepard Traube, 
daughter, Hollywood, Oct. 6. Father 
is a film director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Franklin, 
son, St. John, N.B., Oct. 1. Father 
is veepee of Franklin & Herschorn 
theatre chain in that area. 


Mr. and Mrs. George Anderson, | 


son, Hollywood, Oct. 7. Father is 
sound man at Columbia. 


Mr. and Mrs. Johnnie Johnston, 


|er is Kathryn Grayson, film actress; 


buy more names as long as the acts | father is a singer. 


are willing to make the trip. 





booked for that country, and they'll | daughter, Hollywood, Oct. 7. Moth- | 


to clear music rights with the| France would like to play more) 
American Federation of Musicians | acts from America, but since sing- | 
to make possible backgrounding | ¢'s are a fave in that country, they | 
the series with a score. It’s hoped|¢an book very few because of the | 
that all difficulties are ironed out | language barrier. Cafes, however, 
in time for delivery of the first in| take up the bulk of U. S. acts and 
the series by Jan. 1. | bands touring that country. 

ABC hopes its purchase of the| There are other territories that | 
telefilm series will establish a last-; would like to get top performers | 
ing alliance with 20th-Fox on fu-|from America. Until a few years | 
ture product. Latter is report- ago, Brazil was one of the im-| 


packages in various stages of prep- | ban-on gambling hit the casinos so | 

aration, but as yet has made no that showmen in that country can- | 

commitments for exclusive sale to | not afford to play top names. 

any network. | The Scandinavian Peninsula also 
Gen. Eisenhower, now president plays American performers and 


Mr. and Mrs. Ear! Ziegler, son, | 
Hollywood, Oct. 4. Father is a 
cameraman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Dudelson, 
son, Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. Father’s 
an RKO salesman and the son of 
Moe Dudelson, UA district man- 
ager in Detroit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Hanna, son, 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. Father has 
a booking outfit on Film Row and 


ures. 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Delisi, 
son, Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. Father’s 
a theatre owner. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Davis, 


OBITUARIES 


BERT GREEN 

Bert Green, 63, cartoonist and 
| humorist, who was one of the pion- 
eers in making cartoon films, died 
at the Veteran’s hospital, N.Y., 
Oct. 5. In addition to his cartoon 
| series, which had been syndicated 
| by the Hearst newspapers over a 
period of years, he had also written 
many humorous articles, including 
a series, “Letters from an Interior 
Decorator,’ which ran for several 
years in Liberty mag. 

Green had appeared also in 
vaudeville with his animated car- 
toons and had also written scen- 
arios for several Laurel & Hardy 
features in the silent film days as 
| well as scripting several for Hal 
Roach productions. 

Survived by wife, son and a 
| sister. 

GEORGE LYDING 
| George Lyding, 80, former op- 
eretta tenor and musical director, 
died in New York, Sept. 29. He 
|\had retired from show business 
|for some time prior to his death. 

Lyding in his youth had been 
|a singer and had appeared with 
|Mabel Gilman in the _ operetta, 
“Dolly Varden” in London and 
in other British musicals. He sub- 
sequently went to Australia where 








} 
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Frank Loesser. Her _ husband, 
Edwin Allen, survives. 


WILLIAM BERNFIELD 

William P. Bernfield, 51, repre- 
sentative of Quigley Publications 
on Los Angeles’ film row, died Oct. 
5 in San Bernardino, Cal., follow- 
ing a heart attack. 

Formerly a theatre manager in 
New York, Bernfield served as a 
field exploiter for Paramount - 
Kansas City, moving to Hollywoo 
in 1940, 





WILLIAM A. KUNKEL, JR. 

William A. Kunkel, Jr., 53, pub- 
lisher of Fort Wayne, Ind., Journal- 
Gazette and owner of radio sta- 
tion WKJG, died in his office in 
Fort Wayne, Oct. 7. 

He had been president of the 
Journal-Gazette since 1934 and 
head of the Northeastern Broad- 
casting Co., which operates WKJG, 
| since its founding. 


AL SELIGMAN 
Al Seligman, veteran industry 





Columbia’s short subjects depart- 
ment, died in New York, Oct. 7. 
Survived by wife and son. 


Mother of Albert Lewis, 20th- 








BOB WILLIS 


My Husband and Pal 


| | 
| In Loving Memory of 


figure and a former member of 


r~ ° ° } 
ed to have several other telefilm | portant buyers of U. S. acts, but | "as formerly with Repulic Pic- 


of Columbia University, dictated 


bands, but these countries are too 


the book personally to a brace of careful with their exchange to be 
stenographers for a period of six able to splurge. 

weeks. Prentice-Hall, incidentally,| South Africa is the latest coun- 
now has in publication “Eisen- try to bid for American attractions. 
hower Was My Boss,” penned by! The Consolidated chain offers a 
his ex-secretary, Kay Summersby. string of dates which have already | 


There is no connection between been played by Donald O’Connor, ' daughter, Hollywood, Oct. 6. Father 


\filmster. Chico Marx is current- | 
ly slated to repeat on that route. | 
| Other countries would like to | 
perk up trade with American acts, | 
but unfortunately, dollar exchange | 
laws make it impossible for show- | 


'men there to shell out the top coin | 


the two books. 











Newsreels Solve 


Continued from page 2 








nine-minute campaign pic made by to American talent. 
March of Time extolling the N. Y. , 
governor. Reportedly, these cir- 
cuits included Loew’s, RKO, Brandt 


and Skouras chains. Paris Runaround 


_ Political Angles Continued from page 2 
ndie operators, members of the | o¢__ exe that the legit price | 
MMPTA, squawked over the com- po ar a = * | 
mitment, claiming that rules of the Operation “Progressive Nibbles; 
a booking of any politi- | girect from Idlewild Airport and 
th pix. At a hot exhib session, eyen before calling our agent we 
ley threatened to walk out of the ‘embark on the following nibble 
organization if the playdates went ‘tour: Pat's Clam House (steamed | 
through. Those booking the Re- ¢jams); Davy Jones (Manhattan 
publican film countered with the ehowder): Lindy (marinated her- | 
—— that the Democrats had ying—half order) ; Toots Shor 
ailed to come forward with an (marinated herring—half order); 
equivalent pic, despite the fact that —) Boraccio (pate de foie gras); | 
oo Ae invited to do SO. , Barney one | egy 
anwhile, company prexies met, Rancho (chile); ick’s oaste 

on the touchy question. Consensus! English muffin); any 6th Ave. 

















” 


| daughter, Pittsburgh, Oct. 8. Fath- 
er’s an announcer at WWSW. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack LaFrande, 
son, Chicago, Oct. 8. Father is 
scripter-director of Mutual’s “Chi- 
cago Theatre of the Air.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Howie Horwitz, 


is an assistant director at Para- 
mount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Libby, son, 
Columbia, S.C. recently. Father is 
promotion-publicity manager with 
station WIS in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hayward, 
son, New York, Sept. 26. Father is | 
Metropolitan Opera tenor. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry weeerey, 
daughter, Miami Beach, Oct. 7. 
Father is VARIETY rep. there; 
mother is fashion editor for Miami | 
mag, Shore Thing. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Sundberg, | 
son, Hollywood, Oct. 9. Father is 
Metro contractee, mother is former | 
Margaret Joyce, Broadway actress. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Taylor, | 
daughter, Chicago, Oct. 7. Father 
is vaude booker; mother is Bonnie 
Baker, singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gay Claridge, son, 
Chicago, Oct. 5. Father is band- | 
leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eden Ahbez, son, 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. Father is 
“Nature Boy” composer. 

















J He Who Left So Suddenly but Ever Will Be in My Heart 


His Wife 
EDYTHE 


he was featured with the William-, Fox producer, died in New York, 
son Opera Co. Oct. 5. Husband, two other sons, 
In later years he returned to the Milton and Alex, and a daughter, 
|U. S. and gave up singing to be- also survive her. 
|come musical director for produc- | 
|tions, including “Babes in Toy-| Tom A. Daly, father of Len Daly, 
land,” “Irene,” “Up She Goes” special advertising and exploitation 
|}and “Blossom Time,” among rep of United Artists Foreign De- 
| others. | partment, died Oct. 4 in Phila- 
Survived by his widow. | delphia. 














DAVID STONEHAM 
David Stoneman, 71, lawyer and 
hilanthropist, died in Boston, Oct. 


Besides taking an interest in 
many welfare projects. Stoneman 





Joseph Kline, 51, owner of New 
Park theatre, died In North Chi- 
cago, Ill., Oct. 7. 





Andrew Fitzsimons, stage door- 
man of the Lyceum theatre, N.Y., 
died following an operation, Oct. 5. 


was associated with several real | 


estate and motion picture enter-| 


prises; was president of the Bret- 
ton Woods Co. of New Hampshire, 
and had hotel holdings elsewhere. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
DORA SEILER 
October 16, 1939 


Sons 
LEO, SIDNEY, EDDIE 





Anne Stoneman, and two sons, S. 
Sidney and E. Harold Stoneman. 





MICHAEL SERVENTI 


Michael Serventi, 56, veteran ex- | 


hibitor in Pittsburgh, died at his 
home in Chicora, Pa., on Sept. 17 


| following a long illness. 


Several years ago he had trans- 
ferred his theatres in Chicora, Pe- 
trolia and Rimersburg to his two 
sons, Lew and Mark, who have 











Paramount Ducks 


—— Continued from page 1 
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| pee, and others. It was believed 
‘that the Guildists intended to seize 


this opportunity to stage their par- 
lor coup. 

To block the maneuver, last- 
minute word came down from Par 
management for the tele camera 
to remain focused on a fashion 
show being held on the stage and 
to meticulously avoid swinging 


onto the guests. Balaban, who was. 


| Supposed to speak over television 
from his table, instead walked on 
the stage to perform that chore. 
Club affair feted inauguration 
of George Harvey, Paramount 
pressbook editor, as president suc- 
ceeding Monroe Goodman, short 
subjects sales exec. Key word 
“negotiate” is worn in the form 
of buttons by collarities who are 


, demanding that the companies ne- 


of their meeting was that the in- 
dustry would lay itself open to 
charges of bias if the Dewey pic 
alone was played. At that meeting 
and another staged by distribution 
heads and attended by newsreel 
reps, it was decided to even up 
matters by making a film for the 
Democrats to match the Republican 
opus. 

Conferees drew out of a hat, 


joint (hot dog); Gaiety’s (hot pas- 
trami); Dinty Moore’s (apple pie); 
Ken Later’s (Caesar saiad), and. 
“21" (J & B Scotch and sodas). Tle 
You can hit or run down man, | 
woman, cow. duck or goat and it’s nal emitted by the station inter- 
“c'est la vie.” But if you hit a dog fered with the one it was picking 
—you're a beast! ,up from the relay plane. 
| With three openings Friday! That interference factor, inci- 
/(Champs Elysees, Chez Carrere, | dentally, was the reason that Du- 
Copacabana) the Lido still had Mont operations 


Series Stratocast 


Continued from page 1 














manager’ Bob) 


| since operated the houses under gotiate renewal of union contracts 
the trademark of Lew-Mark Thea- without preliminary affidavits un- 
_trical Enterprises. Serventi had der the Taft-Hartley act. 

| been one of the pioneers in the mo- | 

|tion picture business in the tri- 
| state area. 


’ 
| SAMUEL EPSTEIN H wood Group 


Samuel Epstein, 61, Omaha the- Continued from page 1 


_atre operator, head of a real estate | company from taxes, will build 
firm and active in the affairs of the roads, install water supply and 














with Universal losing the lottery. its ropes up. 


Hence, U’s newsreel outfit is cur-| Despite scary headlines Paris 


|Jamieson, acting as tele pool co-' 


_ordinator for the series, nixed the 


Variety Club, was instantly killed 
the night of Oct. 6 when car he 


electrical power to encourage new 
industry. 


rently prepping a nine-minute pic 
for President Truman. While M of 
T, however, worked for months on 
the Dewey biog, a highly polished 
pie which uses professional actors 
for some scenes, Universal has only 
a few days to rush the Truman pic 
to completion. Consisting entirely 
of newsreels clips, it’s conceded 
that the Truman opus must be in- 
ferior technically to the Republican 
offering . 

Decision reached at the company 
meetings laid the way open for a 
compromise of the MMPTA battle. 
Circuits booking the Republican 


still Europe's prime purveyor of use of Stratovision for the first two 


gaiety and “joi de vivre.” This 
week’s added season’s. starters: 
Auto Show and Nautical Show. 

| Current hotel reception: Sorry; 
no vacancies. 

The Palladium (London) ex- 
pects to crack every attendance 
record Oct. 4 and 11, with Gracie 
Fields, Ella Fitzgerald and the M. 
Harmonica Rascals. 

Bill Miller (Riviera): You had 
the biggest ad in the overseas edi- 
tion of N. Y. Times last Friday. 

The Left Bank really jumping 
with all the students back. 


in Boston. Both 
WFIL-TV (Philadelphia) and 
/.WTVR (Richmond) operate on 
|channel 6, leading Jamieson to be- 
\lieve the plane’s signal would in- 
|terfere with those two stations. 

_ Westinghouse has been carrying 
on daily experimental tests with 
Stratovision, which it hopes even- 
tually will prove feasible for the re- 
laying of both tele and FM. Judg- 
ing from today’s performance, how- 


games played 


ever the company still has a long, 


way to go before it can make the 
j system commercially practical. 


was driving crashed into a Missouri 
Pacifie train. 


_Hollywoodites acting in an ad- 

Survived by wife, a son, two visory capacity are Cy Bartlett, 
sisters and five brothers including Charles Brackett, Eddie Cantor, 
| Louis, who was his partner in busi-, A™™and Deutsch, Leon Fromkess, 
ness. The Epsteins operate six Bert Granet, John Huston, Lewis 
theatres in Omaha. ,Milestone, Edward G. Robinson, 
| Frank Ross, Douglas Sirk, Sam 
q Spiegel, Milton Sperling, Charles 
OM soe Phillips ATEN 34, Vidor, Jerry Wald, Billy Wilder, 
| music arranger died Oct. 6 in William Wyier, Fred Zinnemann, 
Hollywood after a heart attack. She Max Firestein, Henry Hennigson, 
was the only feminine member of 4!bert Laskgr, Julian Lesser, I. H. 





the American Society of Arrangers. Prinzmetal, Leon Becker, Floyd 
Mrs. Allen arranged music for Crosby, William Kelly, Gare 
many top names, including Paul Schwartz, George Said, Sidney 


Whiteman, Hoagy, Carmichael and Solow and Philip Brigand. 
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TED LEWIS (4) 
Jam Band Offering 
12 Mina.: Two 
Palace 


Ted Lewis and his jaxzers have been holding forth in cabarets for some 
time, alse in the "Greenwich Village Follies.” Lewis, as a jazz staple does 
not disappoint and as « headlining feature cannot miss. Lewis Is inimitable 
in style; as @ jaxzist he leaves nothing te be desired. Lewis as an attrac- 


tion will meet with an equally favorable opinion anywhere and everywhere. 


Opening with “Liza Jane," spasmodically delivered on his clarinet, and 


the four-piece (plano, slide trombone, cornet and drums) jax: band back 
of him, he designated the cornetist and trombonist as end men for the pur- 
pose of uncorking two er three gags. One had been buried about the date 
ef the jokester's birth. The rest defy criticism. The band is in checkered 
clownish dress, with Lewis sporting @ classy alpaca dress suit, in which he 
shakes and shivers and shimmies, prances about, saxophones, hokes and jaazes. 
His "Smiles" number te the accompaniment of the cornetist whe can make 
his instrument laugh, hee-haw and smile, works up the encore, “Tell Me." 


(From ‘Variety’ New 
Acts, Aug. 29, 1919) 
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TED 
LEWIS 


hes ORCHESTRA 
aud. COMPANY of ARTISTS 






Currently at 


LOU WALTERS’ 


~ LATIN: QUARTER 


NEW YORK 


“GERALDINE DuBOIS, beautiful 
Ted Lewis singing and dancing fix- 
ture, again shines.” 


Daily Mirror 


Po 5 es REED SISTERS are tune- 
u Pol 


Daily Mirror 


“PAUL WHITE AND ELROY 
PEASE, Lewis’ sepian proteges, with 
him for years, have graduated into 
marvelous entertainers on their 
own,” 


Daily Mirror 
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Ted Lewis Show Transcribed 
CHARTOC-COLMAN 
PRODUCTIONS 
360 No. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, Ill. 


Exclusively Featured on 


COLUMBIA AND DECCA 
RECORDS 














BOOKED BY M.C.A. 
745 Fifth Avenue 


New York City, N. Y. New York 








Pictures—Recordings 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Beverly Hills 








Personal Representative: ADAH LEWIS 
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